
 

Have you ever wondered about your sewer sys-

tem?  Who is responsible when you experience 

a plugged sewer or back up?  The schematic 

below shows how the typical connection is 

made between the home and the main line 

within the right-of-way and is a good visual to 

help understand the answers.   

Upon installation, final inspection of an inter-

ceptor tank and recording of an easement au-

thorizing entry onto the private property, the 

City takes ownership of and maintenance re-

sponsibility for the tank and line from the tank 

to the main line.  The homeowner is responsi-

ble for the line from the tank to the home, in-

cluding the cleanouts. 

The cleanouts located between the tank and 

the house are easily accessible ports used to 

check the tank for possible plugs within the 

service line.  If the City is called to inspect the 

tank, public works 

will use the 

cleanout as their 

first point of entry 

to determine the 

cause.   

Generally, sewer 

issues can be re-

solved by unplug-

ging  clogs at the 

cleanout, which 

are caused by a 

build up of soaps, 

grease and other 

chemicals put 

down your drains.  

However, if the 

inspection shows that things are flowing freely 

into the interceptor tank, the cause of internal 

plugs or slow drains can be determined to be 

from within the homes plumbing lines.  In this 

case the homeowner will need to try to clear 

the line by using a plumbing snake or calling a 

professional in to assist in finding the problem. 

Regardless of whether you believe the cause is 

internal or not, the City should always be your 

first call if you are having sewer issues.  By 

calling us first you can avoid potentially unnec-

essary costs for a plumber.  Public works em-

ployees are always available, even on week-

ends and holidays for emergency issues.  

Phone numbers can be found under the 

‘contact us’ portion of this newsletter or by 

calling City Hall after hours and listening to the 

voicemail announcement. 

 

I have an issue with my sewer, am I responsible or is 

the City? 
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Notice of Public Hearing—Comp Plan Map Amendment 

The City of Mill City has received a land 

use application from Robert and Vicki 

Ward to redesignate a 1.70+/- acre 

portion of a 6.16-acre parcel in the 

48200 block of Lyons-Mill City Drive 

from an Industrial plan designation to a 

Residential plan designation.   The 

1.70-acre site abuts Lyons-Mill City 

Drive.  It is located inside the Mill City 

Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) and is 

zoned Linn County Urban Growth Area-

Light Industrial (UGA-LI).   The remain-

ing 4.45+/- acres is located outside 

the Mill City UGB and is zoned Linn 

County Rural Residential (RR-2.5).   

Linn County Assessor’s Map 09S 03E, 

Section 31, Tax Lot 00200.  If the ap-

plication is approved by the City and 

Linn County, the applicants propose to 

build a new home on the property. 

A public hearing will be held before the 

Planning Commission on Friday, Sep-

tember 2, 2022 at their regularly 

scheduled meeting beginning at 9:00 

a.m. at the City Hall at 444 1st Ave-

nue in Mill City.    

The proposal is an amendment to the 

Mill City Comprehensive Plan map.  

The criteria that apply to a compre-

hensive plan map amendment are 

found in Section 17.06.080 of the Mill 

City Zoning Code.  The proposed 

amendment must be consistent with 

statewide planning goals, guidelines 

and Oregon Administrative Rules that 

apply to local land use plan amend-

ments.  In addition, the proposal must 

be consistent with land use goals and 

policies in the Mill City Comprehensive 

Plan.     

The application, decision criteria and 

staff report will be available at City 

Hall seven days prior to the hearing. 

Any person wishing to provide testimo-

ny must address the decision criteria.  

The Searchable City Code can be 

viewed under “Documents” at the City 

of Mill City website: http://www.ci.mill-

city.or.us/     

The Planning Commission may either 

approve, deny or approve the applica-

tion with conditions or modifications.   

Any person wishing to provide testi-

mony must address the decision crite-

ria.  Failure to raise an issue pre-

cludes appeal and failure to specify to 

which criterion the comment is di-

rected precludes appeal based on 

that criterion.  

City Hall is accessible to persons with 

disabilities.  Please call City Hall 

(503.897.2302) by noon the day be-

fore the meeting if you need an inter-

preter for the hearing impaired or any 

other special accommodation or if you 

have any questions related to the ap-

plication. 

Notice of Public Hearing—Site Plan Review 

The City has received a land use 

application from the Santiam Can-

yon School District.  The District pro-

poses to add a new Shop Building 

for use in the District’s industrial 

education program.  The project in-

cludes construction of a 3,450 

square foot shop building at the 252 

SW 4th Avenue (NE corner of SW 

Cedar St. & SW 4th Avenue). The 

property is located in the Central 

Commercial (CC) zone.  Any new 

structure larger than 1,000 square 

feet in size is subject to a site review 

and approval by the Planning Com-

mission.   

A public hearing concerning the mat-

ter will be held before the Planning 

Commission on Friday, September 2, 

2022 at their regularly scheduled 

meeting beginning at 9:00 a.m. at 

the City Hall at 444 1st Avenue in 

Mill City.   The Planning Commission 

will make its decision based on deci-

sion criteria found in the Mill City 

Municipal Code, Title 17 – Zoning 

Code, Chapter 17.76 “Site Plan Re-

view”.   The Searchable City Code 

can be viewed under “Documents” at 

the City of Mill City website: 

http://www.ci.mill-city.or.us/    

The application, decision criteria and 

staff report will be available at City 

Hall seven days prior to the hearing.  

The Planning Commission may either 

approve, deny or approve the appli-

cation with conditions or modifica-

tions.   Any person wishing to provide 

testimony must address the decision 

criteria.  Failure to raise an issue 

precludes appeal and failure to 

specify to which criterion the com-

ment is directed precludes appeal 

based on that criterion.  

City Hall is accessible to persons 

with disabilities.  Please call City Hall 

(503.897.2302) by noon the day 

before the meeting if you need an 

interpreter for the 

hearing impaired or 

any other special 

accommodation or if 

you have any ques-

tions related to the 

application. 
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Dog Daze—August 20, 2022 

Dog Daze is coming!  

Start gathering your sale items now. 

It’s that time again!  The annual 

city-wide yard sale event, “Dog 

Daze”, is scheduled for Saturday, 

August 20, 2022. 

This all-day yard sale brings 

out hundreds, if not thou-

sands, of treasure seekers.  

Looking for a little extra 

cash this summer?  Gather 

 

your friends and relatives and hold a 

multi-family sale. 

Sign up to have your sale placed on 

the Dog Daze map before Monday, 

August 15, 2022.  Envelopes are 

available at City Hall; $2.00 for indi-

viduals or $5.00 for busi-

nesses and civic groups. 

Not interested in holding 

a sale, no problem, the 

early bird gets the worm!  

Maps are available at local businesses 

and each sale the morning of the 20th. 

Make sure to support the fundraising 

efforts of local civic groups that will be 

holding sales.   

Need more information on Dog Daze?  

Call City Hall at (503) 897-2302. 

Nine volunteers from around town part-

nered with the Canyon Catalysts volun-

teer group for the 1st Annual Keep Mill 

City Beautiful Volunteer Litter Pick-up on 

July 9th. Everyone’s efforts resulted in 

the removal of 160 pounds of litter from 

our roadsides, for which they received a 

gift card in appreciation. Thank you to 

our generous gift card donors: Freres 

Lumber Co. (for Rosie’s Café) and Mill 

City Mobile Gas; and thanks also to 

SOLVE, Pacific Sanitation, 7-Eleven, 

Mill City Volunteer Fire Department, 

City of Mill City, Tim Kirsch, and Jo-

anne Olson for their event donations. 

It was wonderful to see residents 

1st Annual Keep Mill City Beautiful Event A Success! 

share their time and energy to make 

Mill City a better place to live for eve-

ryone. The Canyon Catalysts hope 

more of you can join us next year on 

the second Saturday in July for our 

2nd Keep Mill City Beautiful Volunteer 

Litter Pick-up.  

 


