
The City of Mill City has been notified that 
they are the recipient of a Special City Allot-
ment (SCA) Grant from the Oregon Depart-

ment of Transportation (ODOT). 

The City applied for ODOT’s SCA grant in 
July 2012 with the intention of using the 
funding toward improvements to SE Fair-
view Street between S 1st Avenue and SE 

4th Avenue. 

SCA grants are for cities with a population 
of 5000 or less and funding of up to 
$50,000 per City.  Funding must be used 
for a street that is city-owned, inadequate 
for capacity or in condition detrimental to 
safety, in need of repair, reconstruction or 
other major improvements.  In addition a 
street serving a...commercial, industrial 
facility, school complex, tourist attrac-
tion….; serving a growth area such 
as….commercial development; or a main 
thoroughfare with an increasing volume of 
traffic, should be considered when select-

ing a street for the grant. 

With the increased activities happening in 
Kimmel Park and the addition of City Hall 
on the corner of SE Fairview Street this 

project made perfect sense to apply for the 

SCA grant. 

In early December the City was notified 
that we were successful in our attempt to 
obtain grant funding and were awarded 
$50,000 toward the costs of SE Fairview 
street improvements.  The Council re-
viewed and approved the ODOT SCA grant 
agreement at their February 26, 2013 
meeting.  The agreement was approved 
and the Mayor was directed to sign the 

agreement as presented. 

The SE Fairview street improvement pro-
ject must be completed within two years 
from the date of execution of the agree-
ment.  This will be one of the first projects 
that the City’s new City Engineer will work 

on upon hiring. 

 

Interested in learning more about this pro-
ject?  Contact City Recorder Stacie Cook at 
503-897-2302 or stop in at City Hall, 444 
S 1st Avenue to discuss the project with 

staff. 

The City of Mill City has two 

(2) vacancies on the city's 

budget committee.  Budget 

Committee members serve 

a three (3) year term.  

The Budget Committee will 

meet three or four times 

during the months of March 

and April, 2013 to prepare 

the city's budget for Fiscal 

Year 2013-2014.  

Citizens interested in serv-

ing on the City of Mill City 

Budget Committee are en-

couraged to contact City 

Recorder Stacie Cook at 

City Hall (503)897-2302.  A 

letter of interest must be 

submitted no later than 

Monday, March 4, 2013 at 

4:00p.m. to City Recorder, 

PO Box 256, Mill City, OR 

97360 or via email to: 

scook@ci.mill-city.or.us.  

See page three for a full 

budget calendar. 
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• Monday - Friday     7:30AM-

4:30PM         (503) 897-2302 

• Public Works Supervisor John 

Dickinson 

     (503) 930-8256 

• Public Works Maintenance 

Worker Jerry Curtis 

     (503) 930-3887 
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Chapter 5.04 of the Mill City Municipal 

Code states: 

5.04.030  Licenses Required5.04.030  Licenses Required5.04.030  Licenses Required5.04.030  Licenses Required    

“On or within thirty (30) days from the 

effective date of the ordinance codified in 

this chapter, the following business enti-

ties are required to obtain a business 

license from the city: 

A. Business entities described in Sec-

tion 5.04.020 of this chapter which 

operate from a place of business 

within the city limits of Mill City: 

B. Temporary business entities de-

scribed in Section 5.04.020 of this  

chapter. 

It shall be a violation of this chapter for 

any business entity to conduct, engage in, 

carry on, or practice any trade, profes-

sion, occupation or pursuit for gain within 

the city of Mill City without first securing a 

business license from the city of Mill City 

and paying the license fee prescribed in 

Section 5.04.040 of this chapter. 

5.04.040 License application require-5.04.040 License application require-5.04.040 License application require-5.04.040 License application require-

mentsmentsmentsments    

Application for all licenses required by this 

chapter shall be made to the city on forms 

prescribed by the city. The application forms 

shall provide for information necessary to 

determine the identity and address of the 

business, compliance with city zoning re-

quirements and building code requirements, 

name of the owner and/or person to contact 

in case of an emergency. An application fee 

in an amount set by resolution shall accom-

pany each license application. 

5.04.050 Authorization to grant or deny a 

business license 

The city administrator may approve a busi-

ness license application, where it can be 

shown that the business is a use permitted 

under the city zoning code and the business 

complies with the building code, the city’s 

public works improvement requirements and 

state licensing requirements. A business 

license will be denied if the proposed use 

does not comply with any of the zoning regu-

lation, building code requirement, public 

improvement requirement or state licens-

ing/certification requirement. 

5.04.110 Expiration and renewal5.04.110 Expiration and renewal5.04.110 Expiration and renewal5.04.110 Expiration and renewal    

A. Business licenses are valid for up to 

three years. Licenses issued between 

January 1st and June 30th shall expire 

on December 31st of the final year of 

the license. One year licenses granted 

after July 1st of a given year shall ex-

pire on December 31st of the following 

calendar year. 

B. All business licenses issued prior to the 

date of adoption of the ordinance codi-

fied in this chapter shall expire on 

December 31, 2005. 

C. Business licenses shall be void if the 

name of the business changes, the 

location of the business changes, own-

ership changes or the business goes 

out of business. 

D. Business licenses shall be renewed 

annually or every three years at the 

option of the applicant. 

E. Business license fees and renewal fees 

shall be set by separate resolution.” 

Look for more on home occupations next 

month. 

John Ashley, Founder and President, 

Ashley Engineering Design, P.C. has 

previously worked with the City in the 

capacity of Project Engineer for the 

Highway 22 improvements at the west 

end of the City.  Mr. Ashley has also 

provided consultation assistance for 

two of Mill City’s grant applications.  

Mr. Ashley holds a B.S., Civil Engineer-

ing from Oregon State University and 

The Mill City Council at their Tuesday, 

February 26, 2013 meeting com-

pleted the final review of the top two 

engineering firm which were candi-

dates for City Engineer. 

After a very thorough discussion a 

motion was made to offer the position 

of City Engineer to Ashley Engineering 

Design, P.C. out of Dayton, Oregon.  

The motion passed. 

brings with him experience in water, 

storm water and engineering construc-

tion management. 

Mr. Ashley has stated that he is excited 

to be working with Mill City and its staff.  

The first engineering project that Mr. 

Ashley will be coordinating is the SE 

Fairview street improvement project 

between S 1st Avenue and SE 4th Ave-

nue. 

From 2008 through 2012 twenty-six 

of our neighbors have patiently nur-

tured a variety of vegetables, flowers 

and fruits to bring home fresh for the 

table. 

At this time there are still seven 

plots available.  Plots are 15’ x 15’ 

and require a $10.00 fee to reserve. 

Compost is purchased by the truck-

load at an additional cost that is pro-

rated per user with past costs being 

an additional $10.00.  Each gar-

dener is requested to help maintain 

the gardens by means of work par-

ties and individual weeding.  Last 

year nine yards of compost was 

spread in just two hours!  Susan 

Chamberlin, Community Gardens 

Organizer says, “It was amazing!” 

Gardeners are of every age and 

aspect but what can be a special 

joy is seeing a parent or friend 

with a young child excited by 

picking that first strawberry or 

cherry tomato. 

For information on how to sign up 

for a plot call Susan Chamberlin 

at 503-949-5965. 

 

The Mill City Community Gardens 

began it’s new season February 1, 

2013.  

Twelve plots were tilled up in 2008 

and were immediately taken by 

hearty gardeners who had to go 

down on hands and knees to re-

move bucket loads of small river 

pebbles from each plot and some 

are still turning up.  The soil is sandy 

loam, so every year since the first, 

every gardener has used their par-

ticular method to amend the soil but 

it can be a learning curve and gar-

deners have been learning from one 

another. 

M i l l  C i t y   M u n i c i p a l  C o d e   

C h a p t e r  5 . 0 4 — B u s i n e s s  L i c e n s e s  

M i l l  C i t y  C o u n c i l  C h o o s e s  C i t y  E n g i n e e r  

P a g e  2  

M i l l  C i t y  C o m m u n i t y  G a r d e n s  Did you know:Did you know:Did you know:Did you know:    
Can’t make it to 
City Hall between 

9AM and 4PM? 
We may be able to  

help! Give us a call 
at (503) 897-

2302. to schedule 

a special payment 
drop-off or 

assistance with 
other City 

business. 

T h e  M i l l  C i t y  M e s s e n g e r  



7:00p.m. and will be held on the following 

dates: 

Wednesday, March 27, 2013—Distribution 

of budget and budget message 

Tuesday, April 2, 2013—Non personal ser-

vices funds; State Revenue Sharing hearing 

Wednesday, April 10, 2013—All other funds; 

personal services 

Wednesday, April 17, 2013 (if needed) 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013—Council public hear-

ing; State Revenue Sharing and Budget Docu-

ment. 

or cuttings.                          

Change the batteries in your Change the batteries in your Change the batteries in your Change the batteries in your 

smoke detectors.smoke detectors.smoke detectors.smoke detectors. In addition to 

testing batteries regularly, you 

should change these twice a year 

without fail.                              

Wash your windows.Wash your windows.Wash your windows.Wash your windows. Clean the 

residue left behind by winter 

storms by tackling the job while 

the weather is still cool to prevent 

streaking. Start indoors before 

installing your screens, then fin-

ish the job outside on a dry day. 

Set your timers and clocks ahead Set your timers and clocks ahead Set your timers and clocks ahead Set your timers and clocks ahead 

one hour.one hour.one hour.one hour. Check for daylight saving 

time and remember to adjust any 

timers on household gadgets, in-

door and outdoor lights, and those 

regulating the thermostats on your 

heating system.                           

Start kitchen herbs insideStart kitchen herbs insideStart kitchen herbs insideStart kitchen herbs inside and trans-

plant later in May. Basil, chives, dill, 

parsley, and fennel can be started 

from seeds. Oregano, rosemary, 

sage, savory, and tarragon do better 

if you start them from small plants 

Clean the deckClean the deckClean the deckClean the deck to remove grime, 

pollen, fungus, and mildew. Scrub 

he surface with a deck cleanser 

or this homemade cleaning for-

mula: Add one cup of powdered 

laundry detergent to a gallon of 

hot water, and add 1/2 cup of 

chlorine bleach to kill moss or 

mildew.                                   

Check shrubs and trees for winter Check shrubs and trees for winter Check shrubs and trees for winter Check shrubs and trees for winter 

damagedamagedamagedamage and prune accordingly. 

Remove deadwood or broken 

branches. Replant any shrubs 

3. Prior to issuance of a building permit a re-

vised parking plan will be submitted to and ap-

proved by the Planning Commission. 

4. A revised landscaping plan will be submitted 

to the Planning Commission. 

5. A lighting plan will be submitted as part of the 

landscaping plan. 

6. Applicant shall install required public im-

provements, landscaping and lighting prior to 

issuance of certificate of occupancy. 

7. A survey or partition plat may be required by 

the County surveyor. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICEPUBLIC HEARING NOTICEPUBLIC HEARING NOTICEPUBLIC HEARING NOTICE    

Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code Amend-Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code Amend-Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code Amend-Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code Amend-

ments Regarding Wetlandsments Regarding Wetlandsments Regarding Wetlandsments Regarding Wetlands  

Notice is hereby given that the Mill City Planning 
Commission and City Council will hold a joint 
public hearing  as part of the regularly sched-
uled City Council meeting which begins at 6:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 26, 2013 at the l City 
Hall, 444 S. 1st Avenue  in Mill City to review 

the following land use proposals: 

A. Comprehensive Plan Policy Amendment 
(UGB):  The Planning Commission recommends 
the City add natural resource policies relating to 

wetlands.  The new plan policies will refer to the 
Mill City Local Wetlands Inventory approved by 
the Oregon Division of State Lands and recom-
mend the city adopt zoning code amendments 
to comply with Oregon Administrative rules re-

garding wetlands.  

B. Mill City Municipal Code Amendments 
(Zoning):  The Planning Commission has recom-
mended the City adopt wetland regulations as 
part of the Chapter 17 – Zoning.  The proposed 
wetlands regulations  will only apply to wetlands 

located inside the city limits. 

After the close of the public hearing the City 
Council will make a decision to approve, deny or 

modify the proposals.  

A copy of the proposed code amendments, the 
decision criteria and staff report will be avail-
able at City Hall seven (7) days prior to the pub-
lic hearings.  The proposal, decision criteria and 
staff report for each proposal will be available at 
City Hall seven (7) days prior to the public hear-
ing. Any person wishing to provide testimony 
must address the decision criteria.  Failure to 
raise an issue precludes appeal and failure to 
specify to which criterion the comment is di-
rected precludes appeal based on that criterion.    
The Mill City Municipal Code including Title 17—
Zoning can be viewed at the City of Mill City 
website: www.ci.mill-city.or.us. If you have ques-
tions related to these proposals, call City Hall at 

(503)897-2302. 

The Mill City Planning Commission held 

a public hearing on Friday, February 8, 

2013 to consider the following pro-

posal: 

File No. 2013.01: Site Plan ReviewFile No. 2013.01: Site Plan ReviewFile No. 2013.01: Site Plan ReviewFile No. 2013.01: Site Plan Review––––    

First Baptist Church First Baptist Church First Baptist Church First Baptist Church –––– New Church &  New Church &  New Church &  New Church & 

Parking Area Parking Area Parking Area Parking Area     

The First Baptist Church proposed to 

construct a new church at 137 SW 4th 

Avenue in Mill City. The property is lo-

cated in the Central Commercial (CC) 

zone. Linn County Assessor’s Map T09S 

R3E Section 30DD, Tax Lots 2300, 

2350 and 2400.                                  

The application and conceptual site 

plan was approved subject to the fol-

lowing conditions of approval: 

1. The approval will expire on March 14, 

2014 if a final site plan has not been 

submitted to the City. 

2. Prior to the issuance of a building 

permit the applicant will meet with the 

Linn County  Roads Dept and City Engi-

neer to define required street, sidewalk, 

ADA and drainage improvements. 

M i l l  C i t y  F Y  2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 4  B u d g e t  C a l e n d a r  

I n d o o r / O u t d o o r  S p r i n g  C l e a n i n g  

W h a t ’ s  N e w  i n  P l a n n i n g  

B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  S i t e  P l a n  a p p r o v e d / W e t L a n d s  

P u b l i c  H e a r i n g  

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  2 ,  I s s u e  3

The 2013-2014 Fiscal Year (FY) Budget 

process is set to begin.  At their February 

12, 2013 meeting the City Council ap-

proved the 2013-2014 FY Budget Calen-

dar.   Budget meetings will be held at City 

Hall, 444 S 1st Ave.  All meetings begin at 

that have heaved out of the 

soil during a freeze-thaw cy-

cle, before the roots dry out.                               

Bring your garden hose out of Bring your garden hose out of Bring your garden hose out of Bring your garden hose out of 

storage.storage.storage.storage. Check for cracks and 

leaks and examine the rubber 

or plastic washers at the con-

nectors as well. 

Read more: Indoor and Out-
door Spring Cleaning Hints - 
Country Living  
Source: 
www.countryliving.com  



My Mom, Beverly “Happie” Clauson and Dad, 

Thomas Lynn Thacker married in 1972 and 

lived in the little house where Tom had lived 

as a child. My grandmother, Pat Clauson, 

moved to Mill City that summer. I was born in 

Salem on Thanksgiving 1973 and spent my 

first night in the small family home.  We left 

Mill City in 1975 so my father could find work 

logging and my Grandma Pat moved into that 

little family home where she had the reputa-

tion of having one of the nicest flower gardens 

in town. I always spent summers in Mill City 

with Grandma Pat. 

My mother became a Foreign Service Officer 

with the United States Information Agency in 

1984, I came to Mill City while she was in 

training in Washington, D.C. Before she left, 

she sold the little house and the property to 

the Mill City Fire Department and bought a 

house on the river where I live now. My grand-

mother and I moved to the river house and I 

went to the 4th and 5th grade at the old Mill 

City Middle School. In February 1985 I left to 

live in South America with my mother. We 

spent years traveling the world, always keep-

ing Mill City as home base. My mother moved 

back to Mill City in the early 90‘s to live in the 

Councilor Highlight: Thorin F. Thacker, Parks Thorin F. Thacker, Parks Thorin F. Thacker, Parks Thorin F. Thacker, Parks 

Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner ; Councilor Thacker states: 

My father’s family was among the first settlers 

of the Santiam Canyon and to homestead Mill 

City. My Great-Great-Great grandmother was 

born in Salem three months after her family 

arrived on a covered wagon. My great grand-

mother on my fathers’ side, Elizabeth Quinn, 

married Robert Faust. They ran Faust’s Red 

and White Store, a general purpose store lo-

cated next to Circle K where Kirsch’s True 

Value Hardware Store used to be. My grand-

mother, Nancy Jane Faust married Homer 

Thacker in the early 1940’s. Homer’s father, 

Homer, owned several logging trucks. He and 

Jane, my dad Tom, and his older brother Leon 

(called Tuffy) lived in a little house where the 

fire station is now. Several generations of my 

family lived and died logging, My Great-Great 

Grandfather Sam Thacker died in a logging 

truck accident on the Mill City bridge; my Great 

Grandfather died logging; Grandpa Homer was 

killed in a logging accident about 1960; and 

Uncle Tuffy was killed in a logging accident in 

the mid-60’s. My Grandma Jane died in 1974 

when my father was logging in Alaska. 

river house my Grandma lived in.  

I met my wife Alicia dancing Salsa in Port-

land in 2000. We got married in 2003; 

our wedding was on the river here in Mill 

City and when my Ma went back to work 

with the Foreign Service in 2008, my wife 

and I moved into the family house. I was 

elected to Council 2011 and re-elected for 

2013. I work as an Executive Sales Direc-

tor for a solar power company. I’m  a 

member of the Mill City chapters of The 

Odd Fellows, and the Eagles.  

I am proud that my family has such a long 

history with Mill City and the Santiam Can-

yon and pleased to have the opportunity 

to be able to serve all of you. No matter 

where in the world I’ve lived, Mill City has 

always been home.  

444 S 1st Avenue 

PO Box 256 

Mill City, OR 97360 

Phone: 503-897-2302 

Fax: 503-897-3499 

E-mail: millcity@ci.mill-city.or.us 

Website: www.ci.mill-city.or.us 

ContactsContactsContactsContacts    

City Recorder Stacie CookCity Recorder Stacie CookCity Recorder Stacie CookCity Recorder Stacie Cook        scook@ci.mill-city.or.us 

Finance Clerk Trisha RubyFinance Clerk Trisha RubyFinance Clerk Trisha RubyFinance Clerk Trisha Ruby        truby@ci.mill-city.or.us 

UB/Court Kimberley JohnsonUB/Court Kimberley JohnsonUB/Court Kimberley JohnsonUB/Court Kimberley Johnson    kjohnson@ci.mill-city.or.us 

Mayor & CouncilMayor & CouncilMayor & CouncilMayor & Council    

Mayor Tim KirschMayor Tim KirschMayor Tim KirschMayor Tim Kirsch                   Susann Heller, Police Comm           Susann Heller, Police Comm           Susann Heller, Police Comm           Susann Heller, Police Comm    

tkirsch@ci.mill-city.or.us   sheller@ci.mill-city.or.us     

Scott J. Baughman, Building Comm       Justin Merrill, Street ComScott J. Baughman, Building Comm       Justin Merrill, Street ComScott J. Baughman, Building Comm       Justin Merrill, Street ComScott J. Baughman, Building Comm       Justin Merrill, Street Com    

sbaughman@ci.mill-city.or.us               jmerrill@ci.mill-city.or.us 

Fred Smith, Water & Sani Comm   Thorin Thacker, Parks CommFred Smith, Water & Sani Comm   Thorin Thacker, Parks CommFred Smith, Water & Sani Comm   Thorin Thacker, Parks CommFred Smith, Water & Sani Comm   Thorin Thacker, Parks Comm    

fsmith@ci.mill-city.or.us              tthacker@ci.mill-city.or.us 
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C o u n c i l o r ’ s  C o r n e r  

 

Council Meetings, Second and Fourth Tuesday of 

Each Month, 6:30PM 

 

Planning Meetings, Second Friday of Each Month, 

9AM 

 

4th of July Meetings, First Wednesday of Each 

Month, 7PM 

TO READ MINUTES GO TO: 

WWW.CI.MILL-CITY.OR.US/DOCUMENTS/MINUTES 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 

CITY OF MILL CITY, OREGON 

AND 

MILL CITY 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION 

This old toy 
belongs to 
close family 
friend Char-
ley Stewart 
and is an 
exact  rep-
lica of my 
Grandpa 
Homer’s 
logging 
truck 

 


