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MILL CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Meeting of June 19, 2018  

 

Planning Commission members present: Chair Ann Carey, Dennis Chamberlin, David Leach, 

Marge Henning, Woody Koenig and Grant Peterson and Frances Villwock. 

 

Staff in attendance: Planning Advisor David Kinney and City Recorder Stacie Cook. 

 

The meeting was preceded by a brief site visit at 6:15p.m. 

 

City Council Representatives:   None.  

Agency Representatives: None. 

SCSD Representatives: Yvonne Hanna. 

Community Representatives: Dan Lemke, Ruth Lemke. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35p.m.  Chair Ann Carey led the pledge of allegiance.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Chair Carey said that the minutes should be corrected to reflect 

Marge Henning as Vice Chair rather than Grant Peterson. 

 

Dennis Chamberlin moved, seconded by David Leach to approve the minutes of May 14, 2018, 

as modified.  The motion carried unanimously (7:0). 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

 Proposal: Modular Classroom Building at Santiam High School Site Plan Review 
Location: 265 SW Evergreen Street (north of gymnasium) 
Prop Owner: Santiam Canyon School District 

 

Chairperson Ann Carey opened the public hearing at 6:39 p.m.  Planning Commissioners introduced 

themselves and Chairperson Carey reviewed the preliminary requirements for the public hearing.  

There were no declarations of conflict of interest, bias or ex parte contact.  There were no objections 

to the notice of the public hearing or to the participation of any members of the Planning 

Commission. 

 

Applicant’s Presentation:   Yvonne Hanna, Business Manager, Santiam Canyon School District 

said that last year brought 40 new students to Santiam Jr/Sr High, which is unheard of for one year 

and one school.  Because of this new classes and teachers are being added to the district.  Space is 

limited now.  The proposal is to bring in a modular unit to house two classrooms.  There will be no 

bathroom facilities in the structure. 

 

Ms. Hanna said that in May of 2019 the district is hoping to go out for a bond to replace the existing 

Jr/Sr High so the hope is that this modular unit will be very temporary.  The gymnasium and 

auditorium will be kept. 
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Ms. Hanna said that if this is approved, delivery will be August 8th and services for the classes will 

be installed after.  Curb and sidewalk will be added to the schedule. 

 

Chair Carey asked if there is a hydrant near this building.  Mr. Kinney said that there is. 

 

Staff Report:  Mr. Kinney said that a modular, or any addition to a public school building that is 

more than 600 sq ft in size must go through a site plan review process.  The Planning Commission 

did a site visit before the meeting to review the location of the proposed structure. 

 

Mr. Kinney identified the need for additional lighting at the site.  The district will be adding lighting 

per Mr. Kinney’s comments. 

 

The sidewalk and driveway approach on SW 2nd Avenue are in very poor condition so this will need 

to be re-poured.  The Fire Department has requested that fire lanes be marked on either side of the 

driveway approach. 

 

Because there will not be restrooms, there is no need for public utilities to be extended to the site. 

 

No additional parking requirements will be included for this modular.  There was a question about 

whether additional landscaping is needed.  Mr. Kinney suggests maintaining grass but not installing 

other landscaping in order to keep the visibility. 

 

The conclusion is the proposal meets the requirements subject to the following conditions of 

approval: 

1. Site plan review approved subject to addition of sidewalk repairs, exterior lighting and fire 

lane striping. 

2. Site plan approval expires July 31, 2020 if a building permit has not been applied for by that 

date 

3. Building permits may not be issued until after the expiration of the appeal period and no 

earlier than August 15, 2018.  All building code requirements must be completed prior to 

final inspection approval and issuance of a certificate of occupancy by the Linn County 

Building Department. 

 

Proponents:  None. 

 

Opponents:  None. 

 

General Testimony:  None. 

 

Questions from the Planning Commission:  Grant Peterson asked what the state of the security 

is for the gates that are at the entrance to the modular location.  Ms. Hanna stated that the gates are 

locked during the date.  Fire evacuation would be to the front of the building. 

 

Applicant’s Summary:  None. 
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Staff Summary:  None. 

 

Close of the public hearing:    Chairperson Ann Carey closed the public hearing at 7:01 p.m. 

 

Deliberation:  Dennis Chamberlin moved, seconded by Woody Koenig to approve the site plan 

application for the Santiam Canyon School District for the placement of a modular classroom 

building at Santiam High School, File 2018-06, subject to the recommended conditions of 

approval.  The motion carried unanimously (7:0). 

 

PRESENTATIONS:  None. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Frances Villwock said that she was set back when she read the minutes and found that she was 

removed from the position of Vice Chair.  Prior officers have held the position multiple years.  

Mrs. Villwock said that this hurt her feelings and she does not know if she will get over it. 

 

Land Use Fees – Approved by City Council effective September 1, 2018:  Mr. Kinney said that 

there were two minor changes to fees that were recommended and adopted.  One was for 

inspections and one was for lot line adjustments. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Code Interpretation – Storage Building at ORCA:  Mr. Kinney said that when ORCA did their 

land use process for the new building they constructed, they discussed adding storage buildings 

on site at a later time.  The staff interpretation is that there is not a need for a new site plan as 

long as they comply with the original site plan requirements. 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
 

City Recorder Report:  City Recorder Stacie Cook gave a report on: 

 

1. Tuers LLA 

2. Hearts to Arts/Canyon Senior Center Partnership 

3. Skatepark Site Plan 

4. SCA Grant Opportunity 

 

Planning Consultant Time Report:  Mr. Kinney provided a copy of his June timesheet and bill. 

 

Current Applications: 

 

1. Minor Partition – SE 4th Avenue & SE Fairview Street.  A hearing will be held August 21, 

2018. 
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Prospective Applications:  

 

1. AA Quality Concrete Site Plan Review (NE Alder Street) – has not been filed. 

2. Kelly Lumber, Property Line Adjustment (NE Santiam Boulevard) – potential application. 

3. Subdivision – SE 6th Avenue (Freeman property next to the City wells). 

 

Future Agenda Items – Next Workshop: 

 

1. Tiny House Design Standards 

2. Architectural Standards Code Amendments – Garage/Houses 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION:  Chair Carey asked about the tiny 

houses and if occupancy has been provided.  Mrs. Cook said that it has not and will not until all 

items have been complied with and signed off. 

 

Mrs. Villwock said that the parking at AA Quality Concrete is terrible and is an accident waiting 

to happen.  Mr. Peterson said that this is a matter of enforcement. 

 

Chair Carey asked where the Baughman/Lucas application is at.  Mr. Kinney said that he has not 

seen notification of a hearing come through from Linn County. 

 

Chair Carey said that the public improvement code will be on the agenda for August. 

 

Woody Koenig asked if there is an update on the Tiger grant.  Mr. Kinney said that there was a 

meeting held this afternoon. The grant agreement has still not been provided for review and 

approval.  Today’s meeting was the first monthly grant update meeting.  One outstanding item is 

who owns the vehicular bridge.  ODOT has tentatively agreed to transfer the bridge to Linn County 

and a portion of the approach to Mill City.  Linn County will then enter into an IGA with the City 

for maintenance of the roadway/approach. 

 

Mr. Kinney said that staff and Council have been talking with the school district about grant 

opportunities through Safe Routes to School to assist in making safe walking paths for students.  

This may include work on SW 2nd Avenue, SW 4th Avenue, SW Cedar Street and SW Evergreen 

Street.  Mr. Kinney and City Recorder Stacie Cook will be meeting with Jenna Berman, ODOT, 

to see what feasibly could be funded. 

 

Mr. Peterson said that he would like to discuss rental standards as a potential code for the City.  

There seems to be an issue with landlords not keeping their homes up to living standards. 

 

Mr. Kinney said that there will be a meeting of small cities that contract for services to discuss 

planning and building services on August 21, 2018. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
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Prepared by: 

 

 

Stacie Cook, MMC, City Recorder/Planning Secretary  

 
Minutes approved by the Planning Commission on the 21st day of August, 2018. 


