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MILL CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Meeting of June 20, 2017  

 
 
Planning Commission members present: Chair Ann Carey, Woody Koenig, Marge Henning, Grant 
Peterson and Frances Villwock.   Commissioners Dennis Chamberlin and David Leach were excused. 
 
Staff in attendance: Planning Advisor David Kinney.     
 
City Council Representatives:  None.  
Agency Representatives:  None.  
Citizens: None.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  Chair Ann Carey led the pledge of allegiance.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the minutes of the May 16, 2017 meeting.  Marge Henning moved, 
seconded by Fran Villwock, to approve the minutes of May 16, 2017.  The motion carried 
unanimously (5:0). 
 
NOMINATION OF OFFICERS: 
 
Marge Henning nominated Ann Carey to serve as Chair of the Planning Commission.  There were 
no other nominations. 
 
Ann Carey nominated Frances Villwock to serve as Vice-chair of the Planning Commission.  There 
were no other nominations. 
 
Planning Consultant David Kinney and/or City Recorder Stacie Cook serve as the secretary to the 
Planning Commission.  
 
After discussion, Chair Ann Carey stated the Commission will accept additional nominations and vote 
on officers at the next regular meeting on July 18, 2017.   
 
FUTURE MEETING DATES:    
 
The Commission briefly discussed future meeting dates.  Mr. Kinney informed the Commission he will 
be out of state on the regular scheduled meeting dates in October 2017 and January 2018.   The 
Commission also discussed holding occasional morning meetings if Linn County, Marion County or 
other agency staff attend meetings to discuss Mill City projects.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None scheduled.    
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OLD BUSINESS:    

Ordinances 393 and 394 – Annexations and Repeal of Ordinances 342 and 343 
 
Mr. Kinney reported the City Council has approved the 1st reading of the ordinances to repeal Ordinances 
342 and 343 that were adopted in 2006 and 2007.  The annexations approved by these two ordinances 
were not approved by the Oregon Department of Revenue and the ordinances did not take effect. 
 
Proposed Ordinances 393 and 394 correct the errors in the old ordinances.  The Oregon Department of 
Revenue has reviewed and approved the maps and legal descriptions for the new ordinances.  The City 
Council completed a 1st reading on June 13, 2017 and a second reading and adoption are scheduled for 
the June 27, 2017 council meeting.  Chair Ann Carey will do a final editorial review of the new 
ordinances. 
 
Ordinances 395 – Baughman/Lucas Urban Growth Boundary Amendments  
 
Mr. Kinney reported the City Council has approved the 1st reading of the of the Baughman-Lucas 
Comprehensive Plan map amendments and urban growth boundary (UGB) amendments.   Final adoption 
is scheduled for June 27, 2017.   After city approval, the applicant will file his application with Linn 
County.   Grant Peterson inquired how long it may take for Linn County to act.  Mr. Kinney responded 
that it may take Linn County four to six-months to review the proposal and decide on the applications.  
Woody Koenig noted the City will probably not see a subdivision application until after January 1st.      
The Commission then discussed the benefits of having a pre-application discussion with the applicants. 
 
Marion County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan (Mill City Addendum) 
 
At the February 21, 2017 Kathleen Silva, Marion County Emergency Management Coordinator, did a 
brief presentation on Marion County’s proposal to update the county-wide natural hazards mitigation 
plan.    At that meeting she indicated Marion County will provide the City with an updated copy of the 
Mill City Addendum to the county-wide hazards mitigation plan.  In May 2017, the Marion County 
Emergency Management staff and its consultant completed the update.  FEMA has completed a review 
of the plan and has tentatively approved it.    
 
Marion County Emergency Management has requested the City Council adopt a resolution concurring 
with the Marion County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan (NMHP) and the City of Mill City addendum.   
A copy of the Mill City Addenda is included in the PC Packet.   
 
The Commission discussed the reasons Marion County is updating the county-wide natural hazards 
mitigation plans and addenda for each city in Marion County.   By adopting an updated NHMP, Marion 
County and its cities become eligible for planning and hazard mitigation grants from FEMA.  The 
Planning Commission members expressed some concerns that the plan document adds duties and 
responsibilities on the City that city staff will not be able to complete.   The Commission agreed that it 
can serve as members on the local steering committee.   Chair Ann Carey announced the City Council 
will consider a resolution adopting the Mill City addendum to the NHMP at a July city council meeting. 
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Variance Decision Procedures:    
 
Planning Commission Grant Peterson has asked why the Planning Commission needs to hold a public 
hearing and make decision to approve/deny a variance request.   Mr. Kinney and the Planning 
Commission reviewed the decision requirements for different types of land use applications.  
 
Prior Land Use Decisions 

1. Oregon Connections Academy.  Mr. Kinney reported the Oregon Connections Academy has 
completed their ODOT access requirements, the project is completed and the file is closed. 

2. Subway.   Mr. Kinney reported that Subway has not completed their ODOT access improvements 
and the project is not complete.  ODOT is following up with the property owner.   

3. Blaylock Mini-Storage.  The City has received a letter from Mark Elligsen, project engineer, 
confirming the drainage and parking lot grading were completed in compliance with the 
approved plans.  This project is complete.   Commissioner Villwock expressed her dissatisfaction 
with the gravel parking area and drainage.  Chair Carey and Mr. Kinney noted the City has 
modified the parking lot paving requirements for future commercial developments. 

4. Dollar General.   Public Works Director Russ Foltz and Mr. Kinney are monitoring this project 
for compliance with the site plan approval.   The contractor encountered significant subsurface 
water and utility conflicts and has had to obtain engineering review and approval for the 
modifications. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:    

West Broadway Street Improvements (1st to 8th Street) – Linn County Roads Survey & Design 

In 2016 the City Council asked the Planning Commission to assist with the review of any street and 
streetscape design for West Broadway Street improvements. 
 
County Engineer Chuck Knoll, Linn County Roads Department, has notified the City that they have 
started survey work on W. Broadway Street from the N. Santiam Bridge west to 8th St.   The survey will 
also include some side streets – 2nd, 3rd, 4th and SW Cedar Street and portions of the pedestrian path.     
 
Commissioner Grant Peterson asked for clarification of the Planning Commission’s responsibilities in 
working with Linn County to review the project scope, conceptual plans and improvements.  Mr. Kinney 
responded the city council has asked the Planning Commission to work with Linn County’s engineering 
staff to look at the conceptual design, sidewalks, pedestrian crossings, connection to the recreational 
trail and streetscape issues.  
 
County engineering staff will do preliminary engineering and cost estimates over the next 6-8 months 
and will also look for new funding opportunities for the project. No date has been set for construction 
yet, but may be summer 2019. 
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OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
City Recorder Report:   City Recorder Stacie Cook has provided a City Recorder report.   
 
Planning Consultant Billing:  Mr. Kinney provided copies of his billings for April & May 2017.  
 
Pending Applications: There are no pending applications. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION:  None. 
 
Post Office Building Maintenance:   Chair Ann Carey expressed concern with the site and building 
maintenance at the U. S. Post Office building.   The site is an eyesore and does not represent the 
community well.  After discussion, Woody Koenig stated he would talk with the Derelict and Dangerous 
buildings committee and suggest the City contact the property owner about cleaning up the site.   Grant 
Peterson indicated that if the property owner and postal service staff do not maintain the site, a small 
volunteer crew could be organized to clean up the site.   
 
 
The next meeting of the Planning Commission will be July 18, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Prepared by: 

 
David W. Kinney, Planning Advisor and  
Stacie Cook, MMC, City Recorder/Planning Secretary  
 
Minutes approved by the Planning Commission on the 18th day of July 2017. 


