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MILL CITY PLANNING COMMISSION  
Meeting of May 18, 2021   

 
Planning Commission members present: Ann Carey, Jim Grimes, Chair Marge Henning, Woody 
Koenig, David Leach and Debbie Schenck.  Sandy Lyness was excused. 
  
Staff in attendance: Planning Advisor David Kinney and City Recorder Stacie Cook. 
  
City Council Representatives:   None.   
Agency/Applicant Representatives:   None. 
Citizens:   Roel Lundquist and Gary Olson. 
  
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  Chair Marge Henning led the pledge of allegiance.  
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Woody Koenig moved, seconded by Jim Grimes to approve the 
minutes of April 20, 2021.  The motion carried, (6:0).  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.  
  
PUBLIC HEARING:     None Scheduled. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
File No. 2021-03; Kent/Doty Variance, 715 NW River Road:  Debbie Schenck declared a conflict 
of interest as this is a neighboring property to her.   
 
Mr. Kinney said that applicants Doug Doty and Glen Kent have submitted a request for 
consideration of modification to their variance approval.  While survey work was being done, the 
surveyor found that Marion County had not shown the right-of-way properly on their mapping, 
which made the right-of-way 20’ smaller than thought.  This reduces the size of the two lots with 
frontage on NW River Road. 
 
They Planning Commission can approve the request, deny the request or call the matter up for 
additional public hearing.  However, Mr. Kinney suggested that if the Planning Commission is 
leaning toward denial, the public hearing should be reopened in order to allow the applicants and 
neighbors to provide testimony. 
 
The change in width of the right-of-way reduces Lot 2 from 7.002 square feet to 6,516 square feet. 
 
If approved, Condition B.1 would change to state ‘dated May 19, 2021’ and Condition B.2.c would 
be changed to read ‘on NW 7th Avenue and NW Sunset Court, with Clear Vision Area at Each 
Intersection (20’ at NW 7th Avenue and NW River Road and 30’ at NW 7th Avenue and NW Sunset 
Court). 
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Chair Henning asked if a precedent is being set if approval of the request is given.  Mr. Kinney 
said that it is not because the approval was for a variance to the lot size and shape or lot dimensions.  
This request is not for a different section of the code but the lot is a bit smaller.  The question for 
the Planning Commission is does this fit with the original request or is it different enough that it 
requires a new hearing? 
 
Ann Carey asked how this change would affect the clear vision area.  Mr. Kinney said that it would 
not affect the clear vision as the driveway, which was proposed at the intersection, can be in the 
clear vision area. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, asked how thoroughly the discrepancy of the right-of-way width 
was researched.  Mr. Kinney said that the surveyor found that there had been a dedication decades 
ago for the right-of-way. 
 
Mr. Lundquist asked if the hydrant location will change.  Mr. Kinney said that this finding will not 
change the placement of the hydrant. 
 
Woody Koenig moved, seconded by Dave Leach to approve a Modified Condition B for File 
2021-03 to include: Condition B.1 changed to state ‘dated May 19, 2021’ and Condition B.2.c 
changed to read ‘on NW 7th Avenue and NW Sunset Court, with Clear Vision Area at Each 
Intersection (20’ at NW 7th Avenue and NW River Road and 30’ at NW 7th Avenue and NW 
Sunset Court).  The motion carried, (5:0:1) with Debbie Schenck abstaining. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
File No. 2021-05; C. Michael & Janice Long Property Line Adjustment:  Mr. Kinney said that this 
is a simple proposal.  The applicants own two parcels just off of SW Spring Street.  The applicants 
have requested a property line adjustment to allow for a garage for the front parcel in the future. 
 
Mr. Kinney said that the table in the letter has an error in it as both parcels are shown as 1.  They 
should be Parcel 2 on the top and Parcel 1 on the bottom. 
 
This adds 1425 sq ft to the house at 1215 SW Spring Street and reducing the rear lot by the same 
amount. 
 
Ann Carey moved, seconded by Marge Henning ratify the staff approval of a property line 
adjustment for Mike & Janice Long at 21 SW 11th Avenue and 1215 SW Spring Street, File No. 
2021-05.  The motion carried, (6:0). 
 
Mill City Falls Park – Overlook and Public Plaza:  Mr. Kinney said that he had hoped to have 
conceptual designs for the overlook and public plaza area for discussion.  However, these are not 
yet available. 
 
The City is planning to demolish the old public works shop and construct a public plaza in the 
location.  The City applied for a Travel Oregon grant which was not successful.  However, the 
intent is to move forward with the project using insurance funds as well as some of the dollars 
available from the Reid endowment. 
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Mr. Kinney asked that anyone with ideas or who would like to participate in the review group 
please let him know. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Mrs. Cook provided updates on the following items: 

• Electronic Payments 
 
2019-09; Freeman Meadows – Final Engineering Plans Submitted:  Mr. Kinney said that the 
engineering plans are being reviewed by the City Engineer.  Comments will be given to the 
property owner’s engineer.  A development agreement will then need to be negotiated for the SE 
Kingwood Avenue water line and the storm outlet at Kimmel Park. 
 
Legislative Funding Request – Storm Drainage Facilities:  Last Legislative Session the City was 
awarded $1.88 Million in funding form storm drainage work.  With the loss of lottery dollars, the 
City’s funding was pulled.  Senator Girod has encouraged the City to resubmit for this work.  A 
draft of the project has been completed.  Costs have gone up significantly due to material costs, 
project scope changes and anticipated inflation. 
 
Water Master Plan & 2021 Safe Drinking Water Project:  Mr. Kinney said that the bid opening 
for Phase 1 of the water project will take place tomorrow.  This phase will include the north 
portion of the S 1st Avenue water line and the SW Ivy Street water line.  Other lines for a future 
phase include SW 8th Avenue, the remainder of S 1st Avenue to Kingwood Avenue, SE Hazel 
Street and SE 4th Avenue between SE Fairview Street and SE Kingwood Avenue.  If funding is 
available a line between NE 5thAvenue, running to NE 7th Avenue and connecting at Hwy 22, 
will be replaced. 
 
Prospective Applications:  Mr. Kinney said that there is a developer who has expressed interest 
in a piece of property off of SW 8th Avenue.  An application should be forthcoming. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she has had discussions with someone interested in the property off of NE 7th 
Avenue between NE Alder Street and Hwy 22. 
 
Mr. Kinney said that Marion County is looking at a mixed residential development off of NW 
Beech Street as well.  There are infrastructure issues that need to be researched and addressed 
before any development could occur. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION:    None.   
  
OTHER BUSINESS:  None. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  
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Prepared by:    
 
 
 
Stacie Cook, MMC City Recorder  
Minutes approved by the Planning Commission on the 15th day of June 2021 
 


