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MILL CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Meeting of May 16, 2017  

 
 
Planning Commission members present: Chair Ann Carey, Dennis Chamberlin, Marge Henning, David 
Leach, Woody Koenig, Grant Peterson and Frances Villwock.    
 
Staff in attendance: None.     
City Council Representatives:  None.  
Agency Representatives:  None. 
Citizens present: Spring Aerni.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  Chair Ann Carey led the pledge of allegiance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
The April 24, 2017 minutes were reviewed by Planning Commission.   Dave Leach moved, seconded 
by Denny Chamberlin, to approve the minutes of April 24, 2017 as presented.  The motion carried 
unanimously (7:0). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:     
 
File No. 2016-13  Proposed Modifications to Variance Approval 
Proposal: Variance to Section 17.16.060 Setbacks    
Applicant: Spring Aerni 
Location: 710 SE 3rd Avenue, Mill City 
  Map 9S3E32BB Tax Lot 5200 
 
Chair Ann Carey opened the public hearing at 6:35 p.m.  Mrs. Carey read the opening statement.  
Mrs. Carey asked Planning Commissioners if they wished to declare any conflict of interest, ex 
parte contact or bias related to the proposal.  There were no declarations.  All members affirmed 
they could consider the application in an impartial manner.    
 
Mrs. Carey stated that Spring Aerni is requesting a modification to her existing setback variance to 
approve additional structures on the property to meet the same setback criteria which was approved 
with the original hearing.   Mrs. Carey stated that since Grant Peterson was not involved in the 
original application he can participate in the discussion but should refrain from voting. 
 
Applicant’s Presentation:  Spring Aerni, applicant stated that after her initial approval she found that another 
structure needed removal and wished to have the same setback as was granted before with the replacement 
structure that will go up. 
 
It was asked what the setback for the new structure will be.  Ms. Aerni said it will be a zero setback.  The 
home was built very close to the property line which does not allow for any attachments to meet the setback 
requirements. 
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Staff Report: Mrs. Carey read from the staff report, stating that this is a non-conforming use because the 
setback requirement is 15 feet.  The request for the variance will be an amendment to the existing 
variance approval to a zero-lot line setback. 

Ms. Aerni was asked about her previous request for a street vacation.  Ms. Aerni said that it was going 
to be too expensive for them so they withdrew the request.  Mrs. Carey said that the Council is now 
handling the street issue. 

Proponents:   No citizens testified. 

Opponents:   No citizens testified. 

General Testimony/Agency Comments:  No citizens testified. 

Questions of Clarification from the Planning Commission and Staff:  None. 

Applicant’s Summary and Rebuttal:   None. 
 
Staff Summary:  None. 

Close of the Hearing:  Chair Ann Carey closed the public hearing at 6:50 p.m.   

Deliberation and Decision:   

File 2016-13 Aerni–Variance Amendment:  Commissioner Frances Villwock moved, seconded 
by Commissioner Woody Koenig, to a modification to the variance approval for Spring Aerni 
at 710 SE Third Avenue, File No. 2016-13 to allow a garage, main home, deck and awning to 
have a zero-lot line setback on SE 3rd Avenue. (Approved 6:0). 

The decision will be forwarded to the City Council for ratification of the approval at the next regularly 
scheduled city council meeting on May 23, 2017.   The City Council may elect to ratify the Planning 
Commission decision or call the issue up for a public hearing.    If the City Council ratifies the Planning 
Commission decision, the decision will be final unless it is appealed to the City Council within 15 days 
of the date the Notice of Decision is issued by the City. 

  
OLD BUSINESS:   None. 

NEW BUSINESS:  None. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Notice of Decision – Baughman/Lucas Comp Plan Amendment-Zoning Change:  Mrs. Carey said that 
the Notice of Decision for the Baughman/Lucas Comp Plan Amendment-Zoning Change was provided 
in the Planning Commission boxes. 
 
Lot Line Adjustment Application – Scott Baughman:  Mrs. Carey said that a notice of decision for a Lot 
Line Adjustment application for Scott Baughman was provided to the Planning Commission for review.  
The Planning Commission can affirm, deny or modify the staff decision.  Mr. Carey explained that the 
applicant has requested that two property lines be modified; the western property line on tax lot 1002 
will be brought west 20 feet and the southern property line of tax lot 900 will be brought south to the 
right-of-way line. 
It was asked for clarification of what the “meander line” is.  Discussion ensued as to it possibly being 
the water line.  This will be asked of Mr. Kinney for an explanation at the next meeting. 
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Grant Peterson asked why the staff does not handle variances instead of the Planning Commission.  This 
will be asked of Mr. Kinney. 
 
Mrs. Villwock asked if there is anything further that needs to be done on the lot line adjustment 
application.  Mrs. Carey said that there is not.  The Planning Commission should not call for a hearing 
unless there is a valid reason to do so.  Mrs. Villwock said that she would like clarification on what this 
process should be.  Mrs. Carey will have Mr. Kinney address this at the next meeting. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION:  None. 
 
The next meeting of the Planning Commission will be June 20, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 
  
Prepared by: 
 
/s/ 
 
Stacie Cook, MMC, City Recorder/Planning Secretary  
 

 
David Kinney, Planning Advisor 
 
Minutes approved by the Planning Commission on the 21st day of June 2017. 


