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MILL CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Meeting of February 13, 2015 

9:00AM 
DRAFT 

 
Planning Commission members present:  Chair Nancy Kelle, Vice Chair Gay Stuntzner, Ann Carey, 
Dennis Chamberlin, David Leach, Cheryl Lundquist and Frances Villwock. Staff in attendance: 
Planning Advisor David Kinney and City Recorder Stacie Cook. 
   
Community members present:  Roger Beyer, Oregon Seed Council, John Byers, ODA, Councilor M. 
Susann Heller and Councilor C. Michael Long. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Ann Carey noted that the January 9 meeting should note that Gay 
Stuntzner and Dennis Chamberlin left the meeting early. 
 
Cheryl Lundquist moved, seconded by Ann Carey to approve the Minutes of January 9, 2015 as 
amended.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ann Carey moved, seconded by Frances Villwock to approve the Minutes of January 23, 2015.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS:  None. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  Oregon Field Burning Program – Roger Beyer, Executive Director, Oregon Seed 
Council and John Byers, OR Dept. of Agriculture,  Program Manager Soil and Water Conservation Dist. 
 
Mr. Beyer and Mr. Byers gave a presentation on field burning in Oregon going briefly through how field 
burning started and slowly was decreased to a small section of Oregon in the Silverton area. 
 
Field burning is determined to be permissible by “meteorology” which takes into account whether 
smoke will go up into the atmosphere and out of the area.  Other factors include marine “push”, gradient 
“stacking” to the east, the “Medford Draw” (strong summer winds) and the onset of afternoon sea breeze 
going east across the valley.  A test fire is then lit to determine whether all areas of criteria are correct 
and whether burning will be allowed for the day.  Anyone wishing to field burn can request a permit and 
if approved, has one hour to light the fire. 
 
There are self subscription services through Oregon Dept of Ag.  The bottom left page of the website 
says weather and if clicked on will take you directly to the subscription link.  Only grass seed and cereal 
grain are regulated.  Tree farms and nurseries are not regulated by the state.  Burning start dates are 
generally after the fourth of July and into August.  However, this depends on when the fields are ready 
to be burned so could go later into the season. 
 
While a measuring tool is used to try to determine whether smoke is settling or rising but the better tool 
to use is phone calls from citizens that are affected. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  None Scheduled. 
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OLD BUSINESS:  
 
2014 Annual Report – Mrs. Carey suggested adding more information on the marijuana issue so that the 
City Council knows that the Planning Commission is tracking this issue to ensure that any code revision 
will be done as needed based on the outcome of the marijuana task force.  Mr. Kinney modified this 
section. 
 
Gay Stuntzner moved, seconded by Cheryl Lundquist to approve the 2014 Annual Report as 
amended.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
2015-2016 Work Program – Cheryl Lundquist moved, seconded by Frances Villwock to approve the 
2015-2016 Work Program.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Outdoor Lighting Amendments to Zoning Code – Mr. Kinney said that he has added flow charts into the 
outdoor lighting code. 
 
It was noted that there are some instances in which topography or placement on a two storey home may 
cause some violation of the code.  In these cases the property owners due diligence to meet code should 
suffice.  Mrs. Cook asked if this can somehow be incorporated into the code so it is clear that this could 
be an exception to the rule by decision of the zoning official. 
 
Ann Carey moved, seconded by Gay Stuntzner to submit the draft, as amended, of the outdoor 
lighting code to the City Council indicating that the Planning Commission is ready to hold a 
hearing on the code on March 13, 2015.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
2015 Mill City Comprehensive Plan Update – Mr. Kinney said that the Natural Resources chapter now 
includes the statement that there are three wells for the “Walker” ranch and Al Ward property. 
 
Mr. Kinney briefly went through updated information that Allison McKenzie, GROW North Santiam, 
provided for consideration of the Planning Commission. A general agreement to remove any reference 
to cities other than Mill City and our UGB was made.  Mr. Kinney will speak with Ms. McKenzie to see 
if this can be done. 
 
Mr. Kinney will condense the paragraphs that talk about GROW.  However, there are some observations 
that have been made by GROW and those should be left for informational purposes. 
 
The Economy chapter now has updated information on industrial and commercial land needs. 
 
Mr. Kinney said that the Comp Plan map included in the packet outlines a number of areas in the City 
that annexations, re-designations, etc. have occurred or should occur and went through each with the 
Planning Commission.  Consensus to move ahead with all of the items as denoted on the map shown in 
the agenda packet.  The only item not included in this map is the Baughman annexation, which will be 
completed once the City readopts an annexation only Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Kinney asked the Planning Commission whether they think the City should include a change of 
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zone to the Trio Tavern during this process.  Mrs. Lundquist said that she would not support this if it 
also includes the vacant parcel to the west.  Mrs. Carey said that she is against including this in the 
Comp Plan.  A consensus from the group to require an application for zone change rather than including 
in the Comp Plan at this time. 
 
Mr. Kinney said that the Buildable Lands Inventory has been reviewed by Marion County for accuracy.  
Some minor changes have been made.  The City will need to go through the hearing process, send the 
full package to them at which point they will hold their hearing.  In Linn County they only require notice 
of the hearings and upon adoption they will send a letter concurring with adoption of the plan. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
BLM Notice re: Fisherman’s Bend Plan “Findings of No Significance”:  Mr. Kinney said that BLM has 
completed their environmental assessment.  There was nothing that the City needs to respond to. 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS:  None. 
 
CITY RECORDER REPORT:  Mrs. Cook gave a brief report on items currently being discussed and 
implemented within the City including: 
 

• Business Loan Program 
• Council Vacancy 
• Marion County Community Projects Grant 
• Annexation and Rezone Ordinance 
• City Hall Hours 
• Tinney Lot Line Adjustment 
• 424 SW Cedar Street 
• Blaylock Mini Storage 

 
FURTHER BUSINESS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION:   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:41 p.m. 
 
Prepared by: 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC, City Recorder/Planning Secretary  


