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MILL CITY PLANNING COMMISSION  

Meeting of December 15, 2020   

  

Planning Commission members present: Chair Ann Carey, Jim Grimes, Marge Henning, Woody 

Koenig, and David Leach.  Debbie Schenck was present via telephone.  Sandy Lyness was excused. 

  

Staff in attendance: Planning Advisor David Kinney, via telephone and City Recorder Stacie Cook. 

  

City Council Representatives:   None.   

Agency/Applicant Representatives:   None. 

Citizens:  Michael Ferris and Lynda Harrington.  

  

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  Chair Ann Carey led the pledge of allegiance.  

  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Marge Henning moved, seconded by Dave Leach to reapprove 

the minutes of August 4, 2020.  The motion carried, (6:0).  

 

Marge Henning moved, seconded by Dave Leach to approve the minutes of October 20, 2020.  

The motion carried, (6:0). 

  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.  

  

PUBLIC HEARING:     Deliberation Only     File No. 2020-09  

           Applicant/Property Owner: Kyle Plotts               

            Proposal: Minor Partition  

                               Location: Lot 18 – Village at Santiam Pointe, Santiam Pointe Loop NE 

  

DELIBERATION:  Mr. Kinney said that the findings and conditions of approval were modified 

based on public testimony of both neighbors and the applicant as well as comments by the Planning 

Commission members when the site visit was completed. 

 

Chair Carey said that there was a lot of discussion on floodplain, setbacks, elevation and Mr. 

Kinney addressed this in the revised report. 

 

Ms. Schenck said that she is okay with the partition as the development requirements, such as 

driveway approach, building location, etc, will have to be addressed during the building permit 

application process. 

 

Chair Carey said that a site plan review will be required at the time that development is requested. 

 

Jim Grimes said that one concern brought up before was whether the subdivided lots would be able 

to be divided further.  Mrs. Cook said that the parcels on the north side are the ones that would 

have the best opportunity for further division.  However, any request for a partition would have to 

be reviewed based on City code and original land use decisions for the parcel. 
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LISTEN 20 – Ms. Schenck asked Mr. Kinney for clarification on the upcoming state regulations 

for partitions. 

 

Ms. Schenck asked if the CC&R’s prevent re-division of the parcels.  Mr. Kinney said that they do 

not. 

 

Woody Koenig moved, seconded by Jim Grimes to approve the minor partition application of 

Kyle and Courtney Plotts and to adopt the findings of fact, conclusions and recommended 

conditions of approval for File No. 2020-09.  The motion carried, (6:0). 

  

PRESENTATIONS:  None.  

  

OLD BUSINESS:  

  

Mill City Zoning Code Amendments:  Mr. Kinney said that the Public Facilities section is nearly 

complete but the street cross sections need to be reviewed.  The Riparian code is ready to go to 

Council for review with the exception of the final set of maps needing completed.  The Planning 
Commission should recommend to Council to set a hearing date in February.  

 

Marge Henning moved, seconded by Woody Koenig to forward the Riparian Code to the City 

Council with a recommendation that they direct the Planning Commission to set a public 

hearing for the code changes.  The motion carried, (6:0). 

 

Wildfire Response – Emergency Housing Ordinance Adopted by City:  Mrs. Cook said that 

Council adopted Ordinance No. 403 in October as an emergency modification to the City’s 

zoning code.  It allows for RV’s to be resided in temporarily in response to the wildfires.  This 

ordinance is for people who want to allow for an RV on their private property.  There is an 
application and $25.00 fee along with some supporting documentation. 

 

Mrs. Cook said that the temporary RV site on the highway is complete.  There are 22 available 

spaces.  The layout is tight but people are very excited to have a space for a temporary home 
where they have water, sewer and heat. 

 

The City is working with FEMA to allow lease of two acres on the south end of the WWTP.  

There are 14 spaces proposed, which should be for single-wide manufactured homes.  FEMA is 
ready to go, however, there are still some engineering issues that are being worked through. 

 

Wildfire Response – City/County Building Permits for Replacement Structures:  Mrs. Cook said 

that both Marion and Linn Counties have approved waiver of building permit fees for homes lost 

to the wildfire.  Because Mill City is a contract city with Linn County the City had to determine 

whether to allow waiver of fees for those who lost homes in Mill City.  The Council authorized 
waiver of fees for these homes. 

   

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

PSU 2021 Populations Projections (Survey Response):  Mr. Kinney said that a survey was 

submitted to PSU for their use during upcoming population projections.  Mr. Koenig asked how 



 

Minutes of the Mill City Planning Commission  

December 15, 2020     Page 3 of 4  

  

the wildfires will affect the projections.  Mr. Kinney said that PSU will address this and noted 

that he and Mrs. Cook projected that the homes lost to the fire will be rebuilt within five years. 

 

Manufactured Home Specialty Code – Update Zoning Code to Address Conflicts Identified by 

Linn County Building Department:  Mrs. Cook said that she was advised by a Linn County 

inspector that our manufactured home code requires a ‘pit set’, which increases costs for the 

homeowner when developing and mandates that a pump of some sort be placed under the home 

to ensure that water does not accumulate.  This is an issue in Mill City, especially on the north 

side of town where there is a lot of naturally occurring water that comes off of the hillside. Mr. 

Kinney reviewed the City’s code against the state code and indicated that there was a not need 

for much change to the language.  Mrs. Cook will get the language changes to the Linn County 

Building Official for review before the amendment moves forward. 

 

PC Officers:  Appoint Marge Henning as PC Chair Effective January 1, 2021:  Chair Carey 

requested a motion to appoint Vice Chair Marge Henning as Chair effective January 1, 2021.  

This will allow Ms. Henning to get herself familiar with chairing while Ann Carey is still seated.  

Ms. Carey would be willing to take the Vice Chair position in lieu of the Chairmanship. 

 

Ms. Schenck thanked Chair Carey for all that she does for this committee. 

 

Jim Grimes moved, seconded by Dave Leach to appoint Marge Henning Chair and Ann Carey 

Vice Chair, effective January 1, 2021.  The motion carried, (6:0). 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:  Chair Carey said that the annual report is given to Council in 

February of each year and this will need to be drafted for review by the Committee before it is 

sent on to the Council.  

 

TIGER Grant Update:  Mrs. Cook said that the bid opening was held for the Railroad Bridge on 

December 1, 2020.  Mr. Kinney said that a local bridge company was the low bidder.  Mrs. Cook 

said that the understanding is that the cost came in about $700,000 under the engineer’s estimate.  

Mrs. Cook said that the bid opening for the Broadway Street Improvement project was scheduled 

for today. 

 

Grant/Loan Awards/Decisions:  Mrs. Cook said that the Small Cities Allotment grant that the 

City applied for to complete improvements on SW 2nd Avenue was awarded.  However, the Safe 

Routes to School Grant was not awarded. 

 

Mrs. Cook said that a loan application was approved for the City for a water project totaling just 

under $2.7 Million.  Of that there is $530,000 of forgivable loan and the City anticipated 

matching dollars of $150,000.  This leaves the City with a loan of just over $2 Million at a rate of 

1% for 30 years. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION:    None.   

  

OTHER BUSINESS:  None.  
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The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  

  

Prepared by:    

 

 

 

Stacie Cook, MMC City Recorder  
Minutes approved by the Planning Commission on the 19th day of January 2021 

 


