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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 
 
Mayor Kirsch  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Susann Heller, Justin Merrill, Fred Smith, and Thorin Thacker.  Staff members in attendance 
were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, City Engineer John Ashley and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Sam Drevo, Gary Goodell, Brandon Haraughty, Dorothy Keasey, Penny 
Keen, Roel Lundquist, Bill Sanderson, Frances Villwock and Tim Widmer. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Kirsch stated that anyone who 
felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so at this time or at any 
time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Baughman asked to discuss item ‘d’ of the consent agenda. 
 
Councilor Merrill moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller , to approve items a, Approval of the 
Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting, August 26, 2014, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, and c; 
Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, August 2014 of the consent agenda.  Stacie 
Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he wants to ensure that the contract for planning services is the same as 
last year and added that he believes that someone that is working for another should be on the employers 
timeline not the contract individual’s timeline. 
 
Frances Villwock said that she believes the amount of time dedicated to Mill City had increased recently. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he feels the Planner who works for the City should be in the office to be 
accessible to citizens with questions.  Mayor Kirsch said that just as any the City Engineer does not work 
out of the office, neither do most other contract employees. 
 
Councilor Thacker asked if the planner can be reached should a citizen have questions.  Mayor Kirsch 
said that he can. 
 
Councilor Heller moved and was seconded by Councilor Smith to approve item d; Approval to Extend 
Professional Services Agreement with David W. Kinney, Community Development Consultant, for the 
term of Two Years to July 1, 2016.  Stacie Cook polled the council.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Bill Sanderson, NW Alder Street, said that he believes the 
commercial user river fee is a concept that will be offensive to a number of people that use the river and 
he would like to make sure there is additional time for discussion at a later date. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if putting a boat in elsewhere on the river would be an option if a fee were put 
into place.  Mr. Sanderson said that it is an option noting that the bureaucracy is bad and presents the 
community as being at arm’s length. 
 
Dorothy Keasey, SRAC Representative, said that attendance at these meetings is low.  At the last 
meeting it was decided to send a questionnaire to member cities to get feedback on this group.  The 
intent of the questionnaire is to determine whether member cities feel the SRAC is doing what it was 
intended to do.  Mrs. Keasey said that she would like to have any input the Council may have at this time 
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to take to the next meeting for consideration and discussion. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
City Hall Parking Lot Lighting /Flag Lighting/ADA Doors:  The ADA door buttons are scheduled to be 
installed this Thursday. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant:  Mrs. Cook said that she finally got to speak with Dorothy 
Upton, ODOT, regarding the signs for this grant.  Ms. Upton stated that the request is currently being 
reviewed and someone will be in touch with the City.  There was some confusion initially on location.  
However, that has been clarified. 
 
Railroad Bridge Inspection Bids:  Roel Lundquist said that he has reviewed the RFP for inspection 
services and noted that it calls for a review committee.  Mayor Kirsch said that the review committee 
should consist of a member of Council, a member of the SOB Committee and possibly others.  Councilor 
Thacker volunteered to be on the committee. 
 
Roel Lundquist suggested adding into the scope of work a request to provide information on the condition 
of the under decking. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he would like to move forward with this as fast as possible add that at the next 
meeting he would like to appoint a review committee. 
 
Councilor Heller volunteered to be on the committee.  Mayor Kirsch said that he would like to see David 
Leach on the review committee as well since he is both a member of the SOB Committee and the 
Planning Commission. 
 
Staff will issue the RFP and place this item on the agenda for appointment of review committee members 
at the next meeting. 
 
Roof – Old Fire Hall:  The Old Fire Hall roof replacement is preliminarily set for a mid-October 
replacement. 
 
Public Works Daily Log:  Councilor Thacker said that he has made all of the recommended changes to 
the draft daily log sheet.  Mayor Kirsch said that he will take this draft log sheet to the public works 
employees to get their comments. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request for Waiver of Leak Charges – SE Kingwood Ave.:  Gary Goodell, owner, stated that a water line 
that was installed 40+ years ago finally cracked.  The leak was found immediately and replaced.  
However, the water bill was roughly $500 before the leak was identified.  Mr. Goodell said that he is 
hopeful that the Council will authorize a credit for this leak bill. 
 
Councilor Thacker said that in the past the Council has authorized a reduction to the highest use in the 
past year. 
 
Councilor Thacker  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Authorize a Reduction in 
Leak Charges to Base Plus 5 Units.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Request to Lease Space at Old Water Treatment Plant Site – Sam Drevo, NRG:  Sam Drevo, NRG, has 
submitted a request to the Council to lease the old water treatment plant shop building off of Wall Street.  
Mr. Drevo said that when he initially made the request he was under the impression that another shop 
had been built and found that one had not.  Mr. Drevo said that Public Works Supervisor John Dickinson 
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has indicated that he would like to share the space because he still has item stored in this shop.  In 
addition Mr. Drevo would like to have consideration given to using the access road in front of this building. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee said that he would recommend removing any City items from the shop and 
storing them elsewhere if the Council decides to authorize a lease on the building.  The potential for 
something to go missing and have finger pointing is there and is one the City should stay away from. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked that this item be brought back to the next meeting for further discussion so he can 
speak with Mr. Dickinson. 
 
Mr. Drevo asked about using the access road for parking vehicles.  Mayor Kirsch said that he does not 
have an issue with using the space for parking but there should be space for a walkway as it is actually a 
part of the pedestrian trail. 
 
Mr. Drevo said that he would also like the Council to consider allowing him use of the property inside the 
fence to store rafts as well. 
 
Roel Lundquist said that the County Assessor should be contacted to see whether the building becomes 
taxable if it is leased to a private corporation.  
 
Commercial River User Fee – Sam Drevo, NRG:  Sam Drevo, NRG, stated that as a regular user of the 
North Santiam River via Hammond Park and a new member of the community he feels the City should 
consider implementing a small fee to put in or take out their watercraft at Hammond Park.  Mr. Drevo said 
that improving parks will bring more people here and this is a small effort to get there. 
 
Councilor Heller asked whether the river guides group was contacted to discuss this matter with prior to 
making the suggestion.  Mr. Drevo said that he has not contacted this group. 
 
The Council will review this matter further at a later date. 
 
1st Ave South Stormwater Drainage Basin Study – John Ashley:  City Engineer John Ashley stated that he 
put together a task order for a stormwater review and analysis. 
 
There are 13 basins in Mill City.  Two of those basins have had the study completed.  The other eleven 
are still in need of completion.  The 1st Ave South basin is included in the task order partially because the 
flow inputs into the North Santiam River and because prior to any phase two improvements to SE 
Fairview Street or any other within the basin the stormwater study needs to be complete.  The basin runs 
from Kingwood down 1st and over to 4th.   
 
Councilor Thacker asked whether there are any plans for a second phase to SE Fairview Street.  Mrs. 
Cook said that there are no plans at this point. 
 
Councilor Thacker asked what the possibility of having to redo the study would be if the next phase of the 
project doesn’t happen for many years.  Mr. Ashley said that any study only has about a 20 year life so 
there is the possibility that a new study would need to be done. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that if the basin studies are not complete and someone down river decides there are 
issues with the water supply then it could cause problems for the City.  As an example, the City of Stayton 
was sued and now everyone in the city is paying a stormwater fee. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that this is a potential conflict of interest because he owns many parcels within 
the basin area. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he does not see a demand for this study asking whether it would assist in 
our efforts to obtain grant funding.  It was noted that having the study is a good planning tool and would 
be used to assist with necessary information when applying for grants.  Mr. Ashley said that there is a 
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very constrained system in this area and having the study would assist the City in determining what 
factors need to be dealt with for future street and/or stormwater improvements.   
 
Mr. Lundquist suggested possibly looking at the Kimmel Park area for the first basin study considering the 
flooding issues that occurred in 1996. 
 
Councilor Merrill asked whether public works should be consulted about whether there are any other 
areas that there are drainage issues. 
 
Councilor Merrill  moved and was seconded by Councilor Thacker  to Move Forward with the Storm 
Drainage Basis Study as Presented.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
North Santiam Economic Opportunity study:  The Mid-Willamette Valley Council of Governments is in the 
process of updating a list of infrastructure projects outlined for area cities to complete an update to the 
Economic Opportunity Study they are drafting in response to Marion County’s efforts to obtain the federal 
Opal Creek funds.  Mill City’s items outlined in the enclosed document are from a study done in 2000.  It 
has been asked that the City review the items and provide any updates prior to the 12th as that is the 
date they hope to have a final draft report completed. 
 
Planning Advisor David Kinney was initially contacted regarding this matter as he was working in the 
capacity of City Administrator pro tem when the list was originally put together.  Mr. Kinney was kind 
enough to review the needs listing for Mill City and provide an update on the items listed.  However, the 
Council can still add any items you feel are important to include.   
 
Mr. Lundquist suggested adding the Canyon Journey Trail to the list.  Mrs. Cook will add this item and 
forward our list to MWVCOG. 
 
Resolution No. 759 – SW Evergreen Street Modifications:  Mrs. Cook had a request this week from the 
school district to see if traffic control could be done along SW Evergreen Street where the street closure 
is because people are driving through and ignoring the closure signs.  As she was speaking with a deputy 
about this issue the resolution was reviewed to ensure that they had all of the appropriate information 
necessary to enforce the closure.  What was found was that the resolution expired after one year. 
 
Mrs. Cook has spoken with Todd Miller, SCSD Superintendent about the expired resolution and he 
indicated that he would like to see if the Council will consider extending the request for closure.  Based on 
this discussion a new resolution updating the dates and times and inserting language authorizing a 
permanent closure during the school year was drafted. 
 
Councilor Thacker  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Approve Resolution No. 759 – SW 
Evergreen Street Modifications.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Audit:  Mrs. Cook said that the audit was scheduled for this week.  Things went very well and it was 
completed today. 
 
Mrs. Cook reminded the Council that she will be gone most of next week at a conference. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
424 SW Cedar Street Update:  Mr. McGehee said that he will complete the filing of the lawsuit  
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment Update: Mr. McGehee said that the deeds are drafted for this and asked Mrs. 
Cook to coordinate a meeting between him, the Tinney’s and the Emerson’s. 
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Court Appeal:  Mr. McGehee said that a defendant in Mill City Municipal Court appealed the finding of 
guilty in our Court to the Linn County Court.  The judge there also found the man guilty.  The parent of 
one of the kids involved in testifying has requested reimbursement of mileage for taking the kids into court 
to testify each day.  The statute states that the mileage is to be reimbursed at a rate of .08/mile.  Mr. 
McGehee recommends providing a check in the amount of $50.00 to Kim Baney to cover the mileage 
costs. 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Reimburse Kim Baney $50.00 for 
Mileage to Linn County Courthouse.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Veteran’s Day Closure:  Mr. McGehee said that November 11, 2014 is Veteran’s Day and asked Mrs. 
Cook to send a memo to Sgt. Greg Klein advising them to not issue citations for this date.  In addition, the 
Council needs to decide whether a Council meeting will be held on this date. 
 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch  stated that letters of thanks came from Senior Meals for the donation to the program and 
Shawn Morford for use of the office in City Hall during the summer. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said that two electrical sign permits were issued. 
 
Councilor Heller  gave the Linn County Sheriff’s report for August. 
 
Councilor  Merrill  and Councilor Thacker  had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Smith  said that he had a meeting with Scott Stewart and Leland Ohrt to discuss fire hydrant 
needs within the City. 
 
Councilor Smith said that Roel Lundquist has done a great job painting hydrants. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:   None scheduled. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


