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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long. Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz 
and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Fred Abousleman, OCWCOG, Ann Carey, Diane Harvey, Senior 
Meals Program, Marge Henning, David Hinkley, Sgt. Greg Klein, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, 
Roel Lundquist, Randi Moore, Rich Moore, Roger Nyquist, Linn County Commissioner, Josephine 
Reid, Beverly Thacker, Frances Thomas and Frances Villwock. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Russ Foltz, Public Works Supervisor gave a brief report on the 
following items: 
 
Interceptor Tank Inspections:  Mr. Foltz said that 18 interceptor tanks were inspected in the last 
couple of weeks.  Five tanks were unable to be found at all or were inaccessible, five did not need 
pumped, six were close and two were overdue for pumping.  Mrs. Cook said that a template letter 
to send out to these properties will be drafted.  There were some tanks that are quite full and 
need to be pumped soon. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if the pumping company give the address of the tanks that they 
pumped so we can identify if they are pumping tanks that should not be pumped.  Mrs. Cook said 
that the list that goes to the pumping company is compiled by the City so with Public Works 
inspecting them before the list goes to have tanks pumped, those that don’t need to be should be 
removed from the list.  Councilor Baughman said that it needs to be certain that those not 
needing pumped are removed before sending the list off. 
 
Sewer Actuators:  Mayor Thacker advised that a large number of the actuators in the sewer drain 
field are having catastrophic failures.  These were only installed five years ago which does not 
seem right.  Mayor Thacker said that these should last longer so there may be a potential for 
legal action. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee asked if the engineer has been asked about this issue.  Mr. Foltz said 
that he has not but Jimco Electric has reviewed the problem and it seems to be a wiring issue.  
Mr. McGehee said that an expert needs to come out and say that the cause of failure is the 
incorrect wiring before any action can be taken. 
 
Mr. McGehee will need to review all documents related to this matter and bring the City Engineer 
on board for his expertise.  After review then additional recommendations can be made. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that an estimate for replacement of the actuators needs to be 
forthcoming as soon as possible so that we do not end up without a working sewer system. 
 
Mayor Thacker and Mr. Foltz will meet tomorrow to begin the process of identifying someone who 
can assist in determining the cause and a course of action. 
 
Old Fire Hall Fire:  The inventory for the contents lost in the fire has been completed by Public 
Works.  Once approval has been given to move forward with purchases then Mr. Foltz will be 
taking care of some needed items. 
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Mayor Thacker said that CCIS is sending an advance of $10,000 to assist in purchasing needed 
items.  In addition, Belfor will be knocking in the top of the east and west walls of the building to 
ensure that they are not a danger to anyone walking by. 
 
One hold up for demolishing the building entirely is the complete disconnect of the gas line.  It is 
scheduled for the 22nd but we hope to have it done sooner. 
 
Wall Street:  The building has been secured.  The fencing of the property needs to have the 
barbed wire removed from the top.  Since it is being opened as a park there is no need to have 
the barbed wire on the fence. 
 
Mr. Foltz asked if the fence where the restroom will be place can be removed now and used 
around the pump station. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that until the fence is installed properly to secure the area from the potential of 
having access to the river the park needs to remain locked to the public. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that the fence at the WWTP was cut and diesel was stolen.  A report was made to 
Linn County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
Test Results:  The water tests were done and everything came back in great shape. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Keen moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis , to approve items a; Approval of 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of August 25, 2015, b; Approval of Minutes of Special 
City Council Meeting of September 1, 2015, c; Approval of Accounts Payable, and d; Acceptance 
of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, August 2015, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook 
polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mayor Thacker said that there was a check added to the Accounts Payable for approval which 
was the final payment for our seasonal worker. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   David Hinkley, SE Myrtle referenced a potentially life 
changing earthquake for the Oregon area and said that he has researched whether the City is 
ready to deal with an emergency such as this.  The City does not have an emergency 
preparedness plan and our Charter and code, while authorizing the City Recorder the ability to 
make purchases do not allow the Mayor the ability to declare an emergency. 
 
Mr. Hinkley volunteered his time and expertise to begin an outline of what is needed for the City 
to have a plan in place. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked if Councilor Keen would be willing to work with Mr. Hinkley to put this 
outline together.  Councilor Keen said that she and Dennis Chamberlin are meeting sometime in 
the next month to begin this process.  Mr. Hinkley said that he will work with them if they wish. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, said that there was an emergency plan in place that was signed by 
the City, the County and the Fire Department.  The City’s copy was likely lost in the fire but the 
Fire Department may still have theirs. 
 
Frances Villwock, NE Cherry Street, said that in the updated Comprehensive Plan there are maps 
of the area and the soil types that would be good to review. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
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PRESENTATIONSL/GUESTS:   Linn County Commissioner Roger Nyquist 
Commissioner Nyquist gave a brief update on items that have been worked on recently.  The SW 
Broadway Street improvement does need to be done.  Linn County is committed to doing this 
work.  The Counties cost to do this is roughly $500,000.  Included in this project should be 
sidewalks, which will require some participation from the City. 
 
The crosswalk signage is moving ahead.  The Road Department must assure that placement of 
these signs is a best practices situation and Darrin Lane, Linn County Road Master is going 
through this process. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked about the directional signs.  Mrs. Cook said that we have until December to 
complete this project with the latest extension.  However, the City has just applied for another 
grant with this agency and we need to be able to show that we’ve completed our prior 
commitment. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist said that the traffic speed study is something that we need to be very 
aware of before beginning because whatever the study shows the speed should be is what the 
posted speed will be for the area in question. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the meeting with Weldon Ryan, ODOT, came out with the same 
information, which is that we will be bound to implement the results of the speed study. 
 
Councilor Long asked if Commissioner Nyquist had any luck with the Linn County Health 
Department.  Commissioner Nyquist said that Frank Moore, Director, Linn County Health Dept, 
said that he contact Mayor Thacker but has not received a return call. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist said that his understanding of group homes is that those who are in them 
fall under the ADA guidelines, are a protected class and can’t be discriminated against.  The most 
prudent action for the City is to log incidents as they happen. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that there is an accountability that the group homes need to be held to and 
when this was looked into six months ago they were in complete compliance. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist said that if there is an individual who may not meet the appropriate 
placement needs then that can be addressed on an individual basis. 
 
Councilor Follis said that there is criteria that owners and staff need to meet in order to run this 
facility and her concern at this time is how the group home is being run, not necessarily the 
individuals living there.  If the home is being run correctly and effectively then we would not be 
running into the issues that are happening with emergency services call outs. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist asked about the process for replacement of the building that was recently 
lost due to fire.  Mayor Thacker said that we are currently working with our insurance to receive a 
full outline of the dollar amount the City will be receiving.  This process should move fairly quickly. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist said that anything they can do to help they will try to do.  There is one 
contact with the County that may be able to assist with the review and planning for a new 
building.  Mayor Thacker asked if there may be some assistance with grant writers.  
Commissioner Nyquist said that there is not a grant writer for the County.  There are people 
within each area of the County that look for dollars but no one committed to the process. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Sgt. Greg Klein, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, gave the 
report for the month of August.  A search warrant was served on SE 4th Avenue and two arrests 
were made during that search. 
 
Sgt. Klein said that he will look into the diesel theft that occurred recently. 
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With the loss of the substation the LCSO is very appreciative of the use of City Hall.  Mayor 
Thacker said that the City is still looking into getting a keypad entry. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she spoke with Gabe Smith regarding the keypad entry and he is having 
trouble finding something that is compatible with the panic bar we have on the entry door. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Business Loan Program: A meeting with SEDCOR representative Nick Harville was held at 
10:00a.m. on September 3rd.  Based on the discussion with Mr. Harville, Mayor Thacker would 
like to discuss setting up a meeting with Mr. Harville, eight “community leaders” and members of 
the Council to discuss further the possibility of going through the Business Retention and 
Expansion program that was presented to Council in late 2013. 
 
This program is intended to involve City businesses in identifying needs, issues, capital assets 
and area resources within the community and surrounding area.  This information is then used to 
create a list of community priorities and ultimately, a strategic plan for the betterment of the 
community. 
 
Mr. Harville indicated that the City may be more successful in obtaining dollars for various 
items/projects with the completion of a strategic plan.  In addition, having a strategic plan is a 
positive to larger businesses looking to relocate or open a new space. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked Mr. Abousleman if he may have any information that could assist us in 
implementing a business loan program in Mill City to try to get businesses to do maintenance and 
repair on their buildings that will clean up the curb appeal of Mill City. 
 
Mr. Abousleman said that the COG manages Lincoln City’s façade/business loan program.  Any 
program can be administered by the COG and there may be some information that can be 
provided for the City. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that there are costs involved with the COG, including membership dues.  Mr. 
Abousleman said that the dues are used to provide grant assistance and some pro bono hours 
are given to members. 
 
Mr. Abousleman said that with membership of COG there is a federally designated economic 
development district that the City can access. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant: I sent an email to Commissioner Nyquist, Linn County 
Road Master Darrin Lane and Rick Froman, Linn County Sign Department, advising them that we 
must close out the sign project immediately.  Mr. Lane responded, stating that he will look into the 
status of the signs and get back to me Monday. 
 
Mill City Falls – Hammond Park Restroom Project: The order of the new restroom building is still 
in process.  Having not been involved in the meetings for the project, including the one with the 
representative from CXT I’m having some issues wading through the ordering process.  Mrs. 
Cook contacted Eric Kuester regarding the order and he has provided additional information to 
assist with my review to ensure we are authorizing the appropriate building cost. 
 
Dave Kinney has agreed to meet with Councilor’s Baughman and Keen at 6:00p.m. on the 
Tuesday of the Planning Commission meetings; third of each month.  In addition, Brian Bainnson 
has tentatively set Monday, September 14 at 9:30a.m. to meet with the City regarding the 
landscape and site plan for the restroom. 
 
Lyons-Mill City Drive Traffic Study Recommendation: Discussed previously. 
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Railroad Bridge Update/SOB:  Mayor Thacker said that he received an email with information to 
send to our auditor today.  He will review the email and send a response tomorrow. 
 
Water and Sewer Shut Off Process:  A draft of the language implementing a 24 hour door hanger 
was provided to Council for review.  If there are no changes to the language then the Ordinances 
will be placed on the next agenda for first reading. 
 
Council consensus to direct staff to post a 24 hour notice from this point on.  The related fee will 
not be charged until the Ordinances are in effect. 
 
Water and Sewer Rate Study:  Mrs. Cook said that a cost estimate for the water and sewer rate 
study arrived today from OAWU. 
 
Councilor Long said that our next step should be to identify potential grant funding to complete 
this study. 
 
Yard Debris Service – Pacific Sanitation: At the August 11 meeting the Council was asked about 
getting yard debris containers added to our monthly garbage service.  Mrs. Cook contacted Kyle 
Ritchey, Pacific Sanitation, to ask about the estimated costs for this service. 
 
Mr. Ritchey indicated that a close estimate is $3.95 additional per residential customer per month.  
This fee would apply to the entire residential customer base.  However, there are some options to 
opt out based on the actual garbage container size each residence uses. 
 
The yard debris service would be optional for commercial customers.  Should they choose to 
have the yard debris service the cost is in the range of $15-$16 per cart per month. 
 
As stated before, the yard debris service was offered during our last rate structure change with 
Pacific Sanitation.  At that time there were a number of citizens adamantly against adding this 
service to our monthly pick up.  Should Council decide to explore this matter further, it may be 
advisable to get the word out to the public and allow comments to be made. 
 
Marge Henning, SE Myrtle, asked what the options to opt out of yard debris service are.  Mrs. 
Cook said that she did not go into detail on this issue as we were only trying to determine what 
the potential costs might be. 
 
Marijuana Dispensaries: The Council has begun discussing whether or not to enact an Ordinance 
authorizing placement of the issue of marijuana dispensaries in Mill City on the ballot for a vote.  
At that time, Council requested information on the pros and cons of doing so.  There is a lot of 
information out there but nothing that really tells what the economic impact may or may not be 
when making this decision.  A guide and FAQ from LOC that outlines information on regulation of 
marijuana was provided to Council last month.  While these documents still don’t answer the 
fiscal question, they at least provide a start in informing about regulations. 
 
A meeting with the Linn County Assistant D.A. was held Monday, August 31st to review the 
enforcement aspect of marijuana.  At both this meeting and the Council meeting, citizens in 
attendance asked if the Council would be holding a forum for the community to attend and 
provide input into the decision regarding the ballot. 
 
If the Council is going to hold a forum it needs to be done quickly in order to meet the 180 day 
deadline from the passage of HB 3400, which was signed into law on June 30, 2015. 
 
Passage of an ordinance without an emergency clause must be done with two separate readings 
at two separate meetings.  This means that in order to have an ordinance passed by the 
December 30, 2015 deadline a public forum will need to be scheduled for either late September 
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or early October.  This would give the Council at least two meetings to further review the 
concerns of the community as well as an initial draft of any ordinance that may be considered for 
adoption. 
 
Mrs. Villwock said that unless the City does something she believes that many of us will be 
seeing more of these medical grows in town.  Mrs. Villwock said that we are falling behind in our 
efforts to deal with marijuana dispensaries in Mill City.  Mayor Thacker said that the Council takes 
this issue very seriously and is looking to set a forum to allow the community to speak on the 
subject. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that it is possible that a medical marijuana grow in the residential zone may be 
able to be dealt with through our zoning ordinances. 
 
Mr. Hinkley suggested that when the forum is announced, written questions should be solicited in 
advance, with a meeting between the Council, City Attorney and the Linn County D. A. to discuss 
the questions so that answers can be given to the citizens. 
 
Mrs. Cook suggested holding the forum on September 29, 2015 at 6:30p.m.  Mrs. Cook and 
Councilor Follis will check with the school to see if there is an available space for this evening. 
 
Resolution No. 775 – Declaration of Emergency Due to Fire: Resolution No. 775 was presented 
to Council for consideration at the special meeting of September 1, 2015.  The Resolution is 
needed to allow the City to move forward with any expenditures related to demolition, alteration or 
construction of buildings as well as to make purchases outside of the adopted 2015-2016 FY 
Budget, accept gifts on behalf of the City and receive funds. 
 
There were two modifications made to the document that was presented September 1st; the 
addition of the word “building” after library in the second paragraph and the addition of “#4. No 
action shall be taken without prior approval by the Mayor or his designee”. 
 
If the Council is ready to proceed with this Resolution, a motion authorizing approval of will need 
to be made. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that any insurance payout check for the building should not be cashed 
without prior approval of the City Attorney and Council. 
 
Councilor Heller  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Approve Resolution No. 775 
– Declaration of Emergency Due to Old Fire Hall Fire.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Old Fire Hall Fire: As everyone is aware the Old Fire Hall building, which housed the City’s public 
works shop, extra storage, the library and the Linn County Sheriff’s substation, caught fire and 
burned down on Thursday, August 27, 2015.  Staff immediately contacted the City’s insurance 
agent to advise of the damage/loss. 
 
Councilor Long asked if the issue of the $1000 per instance deductible has been cleared up yet.  
Mrs. Cook said that she has not heard from Eric Ramm, CCIS, about this. 
 
In the past week the structure has been secured, staff has started a list of contents and their 
replacement cost, salvageable items have begun to be removed, LCSO has been temporarily 
relocated to a small office in City Hall and a meeting has been set with Belfor, the company that 
will complete the structure replacement value.  Mayor Thacker, Public Works Supervisor Russ 
Foltz and Mrs. Cook met with Ed from Belfor this morning and should have additional information 
for the Council at the meeting. 
 
As we move forward with the process the Council will need to begin discussions regarding: 
1. Rebuilding and location of a public works shop 



 

City of Mill City 
Minutes of the City Council 
  Page 7 of 11  

2. Permanent relocation of the LCSO substation 
3. Relocation of library 
4. Construction of an archive/storage facility 
 
The street sweeper was in front of the building when the fire started.  Mr. Foltz was able to move 
the sweeper away from direct heat but there was already damage on the right side and front 
windshield.  Unfortunately, the sweeper was only covered for liability, which means that any 
damage to the vehicle will need to be fixed by the City.  There were also a number of other items 
on the mobile equipment schedule that were ruined in the fire.  Mr. Foltz is working to identify 
each of those.  The mobile equipment is insured at actual cash value so once turned into the 
insurance company they will review the claim, complete the depreciation review and provide an 
actual payout figure. 
 
An outline of the “pots” of money from insurance was provided to Council at the September 1st 
meeting.  Mayor Thacker asked Insurance Agent Bo Lindemann if there is any possibility of 
getting the cost of installing a keyed door handle at City Hall for the LCSO to obtain access to the 
building.  Mrs. Cook spoke with Mr. Lindemann earlier this week and he advised that this is not 
something that is covered under our policy. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Community Giving Fund Request for Funding – Senior Meals:  Fred Abousleman, Executive 
Director, Oregon Cascades West Council of Governments, said that OCWCOG is an assistance 
program for the counties of Linn, Benton and Lincoln.  The Senior Meals/Meals on Wheels 
program is one of the programs run by the COG. 
 
The COG has six revolving loan funds for businesses within the tri-counties.  Increasing small 
business capacity is something they work to do.   
 
Councilor Long asked if the Medicaid resources is something that may be able to assist Mill City 
in dealing with a local home for the mentally disabled.  Mayor Thacker said that he will meet with 
Mr. Abousleman regarding this issue and bring any information back to the Council. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked if the $1000 being request for Meals on Wheels is a small portion of what 
our area receives from this program. 
 
Diane Harvey, Meals on Wheels, stated that the funds would be put toward the cost of the meals, 
packaging and delivery for citizens in Mill City.  Ms. Harvey said that there is a steep incline in 
requests for meals with this program.  The need is only continuing to grow along with the costs.   
 
Serving days in Mill City are Tuesdays and Thursdays with meals served at the Presbyterian 
Church.  Frozen meals are delivered for homebound for the entire week.  An in home visit is done 
for anyone wishing to use this service and the assessment generally finds that more than just 
meals on wheels is needed for these people.  Assessments are done on a regular basis to ensure 
that there are not any changes in needs. 
 
Meals on Wheels is also a safety measure for seniors and the disabled and sometimes is the only 
contact from the outside these people receive. 
 
The consortium serves seven counties with 40 meal sites and a registered dietician is used in the 
menu planning process. 
 
Ms. Harvey said that volunteers are needed and there are many options beyond driving and 
delivering meals. 
 
The tri-county program also provides pet food for cats and dogs once per month. 
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Councilor Follis asked how many people from Mill City are being served.  Ms. Harvey said that 13 
are on delivery and about 20 come to the meal site each week.  Mr. Abousleman said that around 
4000 meals have been served to area residents this year. 
 
Councilor Keen  moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Authorize Donation of $1000 
to Meals on Wheels.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
LCSO Access to City Hall: With the loss of the old fire hall building the LCSO has temporarily 
been moved to City Hall.  Keys for each of the doors the deputies may need to access have been 
made and provided to Cpt. Guilford.  There needs to be a key box installed so that deputies who 
are not normally in Mill City, including Marion County and State Police, can access the building if 
necessary.  Gabe Smith, Smith Lockout Services, is working to gather cost estimates for the two 
options he has provided; a wall mounted key box and a keypad door handle. 
 
Based on his initial guess, the cost for a key box would run between $20 and $30 and the keypad 
door handle would be $200 to $300.  
 
Resolution No. 776 – Meter Reader Job Description: At the August 11, 2015 meeting it was 
briefly discussed whether the position of meter reader should be supervised by the Public Works 
Supervisor rather than the City Recorder.  At that time, Mrs. Cook agreed that it makes sense that 
the meter reader should be a part of the public works department.  However, it should be 
cautioned that if the change is made the hours for this position need to be watched carefully to 
ensure that they remain under the 600 hour maximum. 
 
Based on the Council’s directive at the August 25, 2015 meeting, staff has modified the Meter 
Reader job description to reflect supervision by the Public Works Supervisor.  The job description 
needs to be readopted by resolution. 
 
Resolution No. 776 reflects the Council’s direction to change the supervisor.  A motion approving 
the Resolution needs to be made in order to move forward with this change. 
 
Councilor Keen  moved and was seconded by Councilor Long  to Approve Resolution No. 776 – 
Meter Reader Job Description.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Declaration of Surplus Property: Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz has requested that two 
larger generators be declared surplus.  These generators are not being used, nor is there a plan 
to use them in the future.  They currently are taking up valuable space in the Wall Street shop 
building, which is now housing all of the public works items. 
 
The items for surplus include: 
 

1. International Harvester Model #UD18  Serial# UDR 6638-21 
2. International Harvester Model #UD18  Serial# UDR 6795-21 

 
If the Council agrees with declaring these items as surplus then a motion authorizing the action 
must be made. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Declare International 
Harvester Generators, Model #UD18, Serial #UDR 6638-21 and UDR 6795-21 as Surplus 
Property.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if bids will be obtained to scrap the equipment.  Mr. McGehee said 
that if there is not a value to it there is no need to put it out for bid. 
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Councilor Long said that the first question is can Mr. Foltz live with 7-10 days to allow for a sealed 
bid process.  The next is can the generators be moved into the fenced area until the process can 
be completed. 
 
Mrs. Cook will draft an advertisement for bids on the scrapping of the generators with the 
minimum advertising time for this process. 
 
Pay Date Change: At the August 25, 2015 meeting Councilor Long requested that the issue of 
employee pay dates be added to the next agenda.  In response to this request, Finance Clerk 
Trisha Ruby and Mrs. Cook discussed a number of options to accommodate Councilor Long’s 
concern with how we currently complete this process. 
 
Enclosed is a memo from Mrs. Ruby which outlines an option that we believe will address 
Councilor Long’s concern while making the least impact on staff’s duties as well as employee’s 
finances. 
 
Councilor Long said that his issue is turning in time sheets and getting a check signed before the 
end of the pay period. 
 
Consensus to continue this discussion to the next meeting. 
 
Unlawful Burning Code: Mayor Thacker asked that this item be placed on the agenda to ensure 
that it is reviewed and addressed prior to next spring’s burn season.  The issue was discussed 
briefly at a prior meeting as something that should be looked into but there was not any action 
taken to begin moving forward with research. 
 
Mrs. Cook spoke briefly with David Kinney, Planning Advisor about this matter and was advised 
that Councilor Baughman did bring the subject up at the last Planning Commission meeting.  
Based on the conversation that took place, it has been placed on the Planning Commission’s 
work schedule for review and possible implementation not later than May of 2016. 
 
Official Election Ballot Drop Site Participation Agreement:  Mrs. Cook received a phone call from 
Marion County Elections Office today.  Currently, Marion County has an election drop site at US 
Bank in Mill City.  Linn County’s drop site is at City Hall.  Each election both counties receive 
ballots that belong to one another and must ensure that they are returned to the appropriate 
agency. 
 
In an effort to better serve the citizens of Marion County and to lessen the likelihood that ballots 
will be placed in the wrong ballot box, Marion County Elections has asked if the City would be 
willing to be the official drop site for them.  Since we are already the official drop site for Linn 
County it makes sense that we would also have a ballot box for Marion County for our citizens to 
drop their ballots.  There should not be a large impact on the City by adding Marion County’s drop 
at City Hall. 
 
Enclosed is an Election Ballot Drop Site Participation Agreement for Marion County.  City 
Attorney Jim McGehee will be provided a copy of the agreement for his review prior to Tuesday’s 
meeting. 
 
If the Council is willing to allow City Hall as Marion County’s drop site, the agreement will need to 
be signed and returned soon.  Marion County would like to be able to add City Hall to their list of 
official drop sites on the back of the ballot for the upcoming election.  A representative will be 
checking back next week after the meeting to see if the Council has agreed to the use. 
 
Councilor Keen  moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Approve Official Election 
Ballot Drop Site Participation Agreement with Marion County Elections.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
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STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Employment Law Webinar: On Thursday, August 27th Mrs. Cook participated in a webinar hosted 
by LOC regarding the upcoming changes to employment law.  Unfortunately, LOC had a 
technical issue part way through the webinar so we were unable to finish the session.  However, 
the information has been posted to their site and Mrs. Cook will be completing it as soon as I am 
able. 
 
During the session, presented by Tamara Jones, Mrs. Cook did learn about the changes to sick 
leave, wage law and Ban the Box, which all become effective January 1, 2016. 
 
The main point for the sick leave law is that all employees, regardless of whether they are full 
time, part time, seasonal or temporary, are entitled to use up to 40 hours of sick leave per year.  
Employers with more than 10 employees must provide paid sick leave.  The sick leave begins 
accruing upon hire, or for those already in employment, on January 1, 2016.  The time, however, 
can’t be used until the 91st day after accrual begins.  The caveat to this law is for temporary or 
seasonal employees.  These employees, if employed for 90 days or less, will accrue the sick 
leave but be unable to use it because employment ended before the 91st day.  With that, you 
also can’t rehire the employee for at least 180 days (this needs to be confirmed) or the sick leave 
becomes active again. 
 
Ban the Box is a law addresses felony convictions and an employer’s ability to ask a potential 
employee whether they have any.  In short, felony convictions can be asked about in an initial 
interview but the question can no longer be on employment applications and we can’t obtain 
information regarding felonies with a pre-employment background check.  This does not apply to 
law enforcement or criminal justice applicants. 
 
Council Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Authorize Inclusion of Item 
‘c’ of the Consent Agenda to Include Check # 22252 in the Amount of $213.59.  The motion 
passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
424 SW Cedar Street:  Mr. McGehee said that a status report meeting is set for this legal action. 
 
ATV Ordinance:  Mr. McGehee said that by passing an Ordinance allowing ATV’s it would be 
opening up a can of worms with others riding these through town.  If it is going to go through, the 
Council should consider only allowing them on the roads where the flowers are hung. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked that this item be placed on the next agenda for discussion. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker  said that he brought up the idea of renaming a street to honor a local citizen.  
The residents were not happy with the possible name change so this will be dropped and an 
honor will be looked at elsewhere. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said that there are a couple of businesses that are in need of permits for 
the work they are doing. 
 
Councilors Follis, Heller and Keen  had nothing to report. 
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Councilor Keen  said that she ran into a family that is homeless and is bouncing back and forth 
between Fisherman’s Bend and Kimmel Park.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None scheduled. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


