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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa Follis, Penny Keen, and Michael Long.  Susann Heller was excused.  Staff 
members in attendance: City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Lynn Andermatt, Don Baird, Ann Carey, Beth Chatleain, Clair 
Dicky, Destiny Edwards, Yvonne Hanna, Brandon Haraughty, Lee Harrington, Lynda Harrington, 
Marge Henning, David Hinkley, Bob Johnston, Anita Leach, David Leach, Dan Lemke, Ruth 
Lemke, Cheryl Lundquist, Roel Lundquist, Dennis McEntarffer, Shelly Moberg, Anthony Nelson, 
Heather Nerup, Dawn Plotts, Pat Rahm, Josephine Reid, Daniela Salinas, Sierra Santillie, Krista 
Schade, Amy Stead, Larry Stead, Dave Stuntzner, Gay Stuntzner, Frances Thomas, Elaina 
Turpin, Cameron Van Dyke, Frances Villwock, Glenn Wright, Karen Widmer, Tim Widmer and 
Robert Young. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that this forum is to discuss only marijuana dispensaries within Mill City. 
 
OPPONENT’S COMMENTS:   Don Baird, Gates, said that he is a medical marijuana patient and 
the option of buying his marijuana locally is a lot more attractive than going out of town to do so.  
In addition, there will be an economic impact on the community. 
 
David Hinkley, SE Myrtle, said that the question is whether the marijuana sales will be legal, 
which can be regulated or black market, which can not be regulated.  There is also the question 
of tax revenue from dispensaries and Mill City may as well be compensated.  There is nothing to 
stop someone from setting up a dispensary just outside of city limits within the county.  The City 
needs to have a say, including security regulations.  Mr. Hinkley said that illegal marijuana sales 
are the gateway to other drugs because those selling it are also selling other things. 
 
Larry Stead, S 1st Avenue, said that Marion County has now banned marijuana sales and asked 
how this will affect Mill City.  Mayor Thacker said that Marion County has opted out of marijuana 
sales other than currently licensed medical facilities within the unincorporated areas of Marion 
County. 
 
PROPONENT’S COMMENTS:  Lynda Harrington, Santiam Pointe, said that additional 
recreational drugs are not needed in Mill City.  Even legal sales would make it more available to 
adolescents.  It is especially dangerous to this age group and their developing brains.  Not to 
mention, it is still illegal at the federal level. 
 
Dan Lemke, SW Kingwood Avenue, said that he is an opponent of marijuana in general but wants 
clarification as to whether this discussion is whether to place the issue on the ballot;, that the 
Council is not in a position to make this decision themselves.  Mayor Thacker said that this 
decision is one that needs to be made by the people because of the possible tax revenues that 
could come to the City. 
 
Mr. Lemke said that he believes this is a matter of what is right and wrong, not about dollars and 
cents. 
 
Lee Harrington, Santiam Pointe, said that he is a child, adolescent psychiatrist and has been able 
to see the effects of marijuana on these children.  There are detrimental effects such as a lack of 
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motivation and paranoia.  The community needs to make the first move and limit access to the 
children. 
 
Glen Wright, SW Ivy Street, said that he is in agreement with Mr. Harrington, adding that he is 
against dispensaries of any kind.  
 
Cameron Van Dyke, SE 2nd Avenue, asked if there are any projections of revenues that the City 
may receive from marijuana sales.  Mayor Thacker said that we do not know what the figures will 
look like.  The revenues will be split by population of cities that do ban dispensaries. 
 
Bob Johnston, SE Hazel Street, said that we have done without these revenues for this long, we 
can continue to do so. 
 
Krista Schade, SW 1st Avenue, said that Mill City has come a long way since the hit of the logging 
downfall.  There are many groups working hard to make this a good community to raise children 
again.  The discussion of allowing dispensaries makes her rethink raising her children here.  As a 
nurse, she also has seen the effects of marijuana on children.  Mrs. Schade is opposed to having 
a dispensary. 
 
Mr. Wright asked why we are even getting involved with something that is federally illegal and 
regulations can not be put into place for that address these issues. 
 
Dawn Plotts, SW Linn Place, asked if Linn County also opted out of dispensaries.  Mayor Thacker 
said that he is unaware of this answer.  Mrs. Plotts said that her concern is that there is so much 
good coming to Mill City and this would be a step back if we do not put this matter before the 
voters.  Mrs. Plotts said she is opposed to dispensaries and would like to have this on the ballot. 
 
Heather Nerup, SE 2nd Avenue, said that she believes our voters and town need the opportunity 
to vote on something that can have such a large impact on us.  Mrs. Nerup said that she feels 
that marijuana is a gateway drug and she sees what it does to children as well.  Mrs. Nerup 
asked that this be placed on the ballot for a vote of the people. 
 
Dave Stuntzner, SW 1st Avenue, stated that Colorado has had an increase in traffic accidents by 
20% due to marijuana.  The traffic situation, especially for those of us in Mill City that have a long 
distance to travel, is bad and he is not eager to meet marijuana drivers on the highway.  Mr. 
Stuntzner said that he hopes we can place this on the ballot and vote against it. 
 
Mrs. Plotts said she worries about our reputation.  Mill City has struggles with a drug reputation 
and allowing a dispensary in town will only make this worse. 
 
Yvonne Hanna, SW Spring Street, said that there has never been an absence of marijuana in Mill 
City and wherever you stand on the matter, being able to buy marijuana in Mill City is not the best 
face for our community.  With ORCA in town and so many other positives going for us this really 
needs to have some thought. 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
Elaina Turpin, SW 3rd Avenue, said that dispensaries are not allowed within 1000 feet of a school 
and with the highway being the only location that meets this requirement, would ORCA be 
considered a school?  Mrs. Cook said that we do not have that answer yet but are researching it. 
 
Frances Villwock, NE Cherry Street, said that we don’t need this in our community and asked that 
it not be allowed in Mill City. 
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Mr. Hinkley asked that if this goes on the ballot would the City please be sure that the title is 
written so that it is understood that no means no and yes means yes rather than having 
misunderstandings of what is being voted on.  Mr. Hinkley added that the data from Colorado is 
not fully useable because we don’t know how many accidents were from alcohol related crashes 
or how closely marijuana accidents were being tracked prior to legalization.   
 
Sierra Santillie, Santiam Highway, said that she believes that as a community we should have the 
right to say whether we want recreational sales but we should not be banning medical patients 
from getting their medication within their community. 
 
Mr. Baird said that Newsweek has put out a special issue addressing marijuana and it specifically 
talks about whether it is a gateway drug.  Mr. Baird said that there is already a liquor store on the 
highway and many accidents caused by liquor. 
 
Mrs. Nerup said that her personal experience includes the addiction of a family member that 
began with marijuana and moved to other drugs has shown her that it is a gateway drug. 
 
Ms. Santillie asked if the community had an opportunity to outlaw pharmaceutical sales before 
they came to town. 
 
Mr. Baird said that he does not know whether it is a gateway drug but does have friends that have 
used marijuana to get out using of other drugs. 
 
Mr. Harrington said that marijuana has over 60 different cannabinoids.  THC is the one that 
causes people to get high and causes paranoia.  Our children are still developing and are more 
susceptible to the effects of marijuana.  It is up to the adults to lead by example and advise that 
marijuana is bad for them. 
 
Karen Widmer, Gates, asked why placing this issue on the ballot begin considered when other 
cities such as Stayton and Salem have already allowed dispensaries to be opened.  Mayor 
Thacker said that this is an issue that many cities in Oregon are looking at and the reason for a 
forum to be able to take our community concerns into account before a decision is made. 
 
Mrs. Widmer asked if dispensaries would be allowed between now and the 2016 election.  Mayor 
Thacker said that there would be a moratorium until the vote went through. 
 
Gay Stuntzner, SW 1st Avenue, said that there were counties in Oregon that did not vote for 
marijuana and were able to ban marijuana without going on the ballot.  The personal experience 
from her family is that those that have begun smoking marijuana have not been able to even hold 
down a job and has been very detrimental to their life.  Mrs. Stuntzner said that we have to think 
about our young people.  Those that need marijuana for medical purposes should be able to 
access it but those that are opposed to it are looking out for our youth. 
 
Mrs. Turpin asked if it will cost the City to place this on the ballot.  Mrs. Cook said that she is not 
certain because this is a general election but it is possible.  Mrs. Turpin said that this should be 
looked into and if there is a cost and ORCA is determined to be a school, therefore no 
dispensaries will be allowed in this area, then save the money.  If ORCA is not considered a 
school then make the decision whether or not to place this on the ballot. 
 
CLOSING REMARKS:   Mayor Thacker thanked everyone for attending the forum and invited all 
to attend Council meetings 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:31 PM. 
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 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


