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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, September 25, 2018 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Brett Katlong, Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Staff members in 
attendance: City Recorder Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Earnest Freeman, Janet Zeyen-Hall and Roel Lundquist. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has a potential conflict of interest on item 3 as it borders his 
property. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong, to approve items a; Approval 
of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of September 11, 2018, and b; Approval of Accounts 
Payable, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  Earnest Freeman, SW Ivy Street, said that he 
recently saw in the minutes and in school discussions that there is talk of improving streets and 
sidewalks.  Mr. Freeman said that he is hopeful that the Council will consider SW Ivy for 
improvements and possibly put in speed bumps.  Mr. Freeman asked about the van that sits on 
Cedar Street, noting that it has been there for over a month.   
 
Mr. Freeman said that there has been some break-ins and gas theft lately and these people need 
to be stopped. 
 
Mr. Freeman asked if the Council is doing anything about the old nail salon on the corner of SW 
3rd and SW Broadway.  Mayor Kirsch said that the City is working with the new owner to get this 
property dealt with. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the reason there is discussion for street improvements is because 
are applying for a Safe Routes to School grant so SW Ivy would not fit into this grant. 
 
Mr. Freeman asked about a sinkhole that is in his neighbor’s yard and whether this is connected 
to the sewer system.  It was stated that this would not be the current system but may be related 
to an old septic from prior to installation of City sewer.  This will be passed along to Public Works 
Supervisor, Russ Foltz. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING LOCATION:  At the September 11, 2018 meeting Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz provided information to Council on the proposed location for the public 
works building.  This included preliminary calculations on rock tonnage that would be required to 
bring the building up to grade as well as a notation that there is a drainage culvert which runs 
directly under the location the building was proposed to be located on the south side of the 
property. 
 
Based on the discussion, Council directed Mr. Foltz to stake out the original site location on the 
north side of the property.  Mr. Foltz had this completed on Thursday, September 13 and Mrs. 
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Cook emailed Council to request that the two areas be looked at prior to the September 25th 
Council meeting. 
 
The north location is less neighbor friendly than the south location on the property, however, it 
requires less than half the amount of rock (roughly 150 ton) for the concrete slab.  This location 
also avoids a culvert that runs through the property and allows for more space between the well 
heads and the building location, which is conducive to placement/addition of a containment area 
off of the side of the building. 
 
The south location keeps the building out of the line of sight, for the most part, of neighboring 
properties.  It, however, requires additional work to complete site prep and deal with water 
drainage that runs through the property.  Mr. Foltz obtained very preliminary costs for the 360 ton 
of rock that would need to be brought in as well as for engineering to extend the culvert.  The rock 
would run $5000+/- and the engineering $6000 to $10,000. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked if everyone had an opportunity to view the proposed locations.  Councilor 
Baughman said that the need for rock should not have come as a surprise as this was included in 
his original numbers. 
 
Councilors Katlong and Keen said they still like the south location.  Councilor Katlong said that 
part of his reason is because the building would block the current residents’ view. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that she looked at the sites and specifically looked at the current residences 
views.  The only view they have now is of the tall trees at the east of the property. 
 
Councilor Trout agreed with Councilor Plotts and added that he recently learned that there is a 
septic tank on the south side just beyond the current building which makes it a less viable option. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he also looked at the views from potential homes that would be built 
to the north and this building would be all that these people would see. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that one reason for putting the building on the south side is so that the 
bank behind it would block some of the building from view. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he believes the north side allows for more expansion area in the future.  If 
someone wanted to construct a pole building next to his home and they met all of the criteria then 
he would not have a say in it.  This can’t be a reason in making a decision. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that she is concerned about saving money for our citizens and the north 
location would do this. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that if cost of rock is an issue, shouldn’t we look at costs for fixing 
electrical issues or boring under the roadway to connect the transfer switch for the generator. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that he feels the south side is the better location.  If the north 
side is determined to be the location then it could be moved closer to the existing road. 
 
Mayor Kirsch called for a show of hands in favor of the south location.  Councilors Baughman, 
Katlong, Keen and Trout noted their preference.  Mayor Kirsch and Councilor Plotts noted their 
preference for the north location.  We will proceed with the south side location. 
 
SW LINN PLACE CITY-OWNED PARCEL:  Mrs. Cook recently had a gentleman speak with her 
about investing dollars in our community.  He was specifically interested in City-owned properties 
that may be available for purchase.  The gentleman was advised that most of what the City owns 
is dedicated park land or being used in some form for public purposes. The only parcels that may 
have an opportunity for sale would be the old fire hall lot, which he was advised was the location 



 

City of Mill City 

Minutes of the City Council 

September 25, 2018  Page 3 of 4  

that the skatepark is being designed to be placed on, and the parcel off of SW Linn Place that sits 
on the river. 
 
It was made clear that it was very likely that the City would not be interested in selling the river 
parcel but he asked that the subject be brought to the Council anyway.  After the conversation 
Mrs. Cook spoke with Mayor Kirsch and Planner David Kinney about the possibility of selling 
versus retaining this property.  Both believe the City should retain the parcel.  There are a number 
of reasons to do so, not the least of which is that it ensures that the riparian along this section of 
the river will remain untouched if the parcel is incorporated as part of the City’s overall park 
system rather than being developed. 
 
Mr. Kinney also pointed out that this parcel is imperative to the Tiger Grant as it has been 
proposed as a staging area when construction and maintenance occur.  Staff concurs with the 
thought that the City should retain the property.  However, this is a Council decision and Mrs. 
Cook wanted to be sure that the opportunity to consider possible sale was presented. 
 
Council consensus to retain river parcel. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if the gentleman was advised of the property on Hwy 22.  Mrs. Cook 
said that she will do so immediately to see if he has any interest. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:  Mrs. Cook gave a brief update on the following items: 

 
Security Cameras – These were on back order and are now being ordered. 
 
SE 3rd Avenue Update – The fifth wheel has been moved.  All of the junk is still there.  The 
property owner has indicated that he will be cleaning the property this weekend. 
 
Software Update – Mrs. Cook said that the software data discussion will take place this week. 
 
OAMR Conference – There was a lot of good information on records management and going 
paperless.  This was a great boost to get Mrs. Cook thinking about moving forward with going 
paperless in the City.  This would assist with overall costs for office supplies as well as storage 
space.  Mrs. Cook said that she intends to begin looking at what it will take to move to a 
paperless agenda packet as a start to this effort. 
 
Councilor Keen said that she tried using a tablet for packets and found it hard to move between 
pages/sections.  Mrs. Cook explained that there are several paperless agenda software that can 
be looked at, however, Adobe should be sufficient to do this with.  The software allows for 
bookmarking and links between pages and sections to make navigating packets easier. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked about the status of the actuators at the WWTP, stating that this was 
supposed to be moving forward with bids for electrical work and the City Attorney seeing if we 
can go after the company that did the work.  Mr. Lundquist said that he thought that one of the 
associations was going to give us some suggestions for the costs. 
 
Councilor Keen said that she did some rewriting of the parks use agreement and said that we 
need to start holding people accountable for damage they do in the park. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that there was an unforeseen change in the 2018 SCA cycle requirements for 
completing open grants and it cut the timeline short enough that we had to pull our current 
application for SW 2nd Avenue.  We will need to reapply for this next cycle. 
 
Mr. Lundquist asked if anyone has an update on KYAC moving, stating that he heard that they 
are moving into the Odd Fellows building.  Councilor Trout said that they are speaking with the 
Odd Fellows but there is not an agreement signed. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


