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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, September 22, 2020 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Janet 
Zeyen-Hall, Brett Katlong, Dawn Plotts, and Tony Trout. Steve Winn was absent. Staff members 
in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, City Clerk/Reid House Facilitator Tree 
Fredrickson and City Attorney Jim McGehee 
 
Citizens in attendance were Earnest Freeman and Linn County Commissioner Roger Nyquist. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts, to approve items a; Approval of 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of August 11, 2020, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, c; 
Ratification of August 20, 2020 Email Approval of Accounts Payable, d; Acceptance of Monthly 
Revenues & Expenditures Report of August, 2020, e; Ratification of Closure of SW Cedar Street 
Between SW 2nd Avenue and SW 4th Avenue on August 24 & 25, 2020 for Street Construction 
Work, and f; Ratification of Closure of SW Evergreen Street Between S 1st Avenue and SW 5th 
Avenue on September 2, 2020 for Street Construction Work. Tree Fredrickson polled the council; 
the motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:  No report. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  No report. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  None scheduled. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  Earnest Freeman, SW Ivy St., gave several 
examples of temporary housing options in Eugene.  
 
PRESENTATIONS:  Linn County Commissioner Roger Nyquist; Beachie Creek/Santiam 

       Fire.   
 
Commissioner Nyquist said that he was astonished by the generosity of people. This generosity 
spoke to the depths of this tragedy. During this emergency approximately 300-500 people were 
housed and transitional housing was successful as well. There was over 700 animals housed 
including 200+ chickens from one person. Due to the numerous donations of clothing, it was 
suggested that monetary funds would be best at this time.  
 
Approximately $100,000 in cash has been donated during this time as well as $25,000 Coastal 
Farms gift cards. The gift cards have been brought to City Hall for staff to issue to citizens to help 
with small items such as gas, food and lodging. There is a GAP grant available for citizens who 
need funds now as they wait for FEMA and/or insurance to kick in. Commissioner Nyquist 
strongly suggested that citizens applying for these grants to also sign up for FEMA.  
 
Commissioner Nyquist spoke with SCSD Superintendent Todd Miller concerning the inability to 
reach the projected enrollment, which will affect the total funds for this school year. Commissioner 
Nyquist said that he talked with Governor Brown on this issue, asking if students could start in-
person classes in October. Governor Brown has not responded yet.  
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Commissioner Nyquist suggested rigorous COVID testing of faculty and students before allowing 
them to enter the school as a concession to allowing in person education. Linn County would be 
willing to help in implementing this program.  
 
There has been $1 million of dedicated funding to Linn County for kids and helping them get 
involved in extracurricular activities. Of this funding, $300,000 has been carved out specifically for 
Mill City’s school district to help with COVID related items.  
 
The school buildings have suffered smoke damage. Superintendent Miller is unsure as to whether 
FEMA or insurance will cover this damage. Commissioner Nyquist has contacted Senator Wyden 
on this issue. 
 
Mayor Kirsch thanked Commissioner Nyquist for his efforts during the wildfires, visiting the area 
frequently and looking at ways to help each other out during this difficult time. Mayor Kirsch also 
noted the overtime hours put in by Linn County Sheriff’s deputies during the wildfires declaring his 
gratefulness for their constant presence at this time.  
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he is hopeful that the City will be able to handle the issuance of building 
permits quickly, reducing time between applying for and issuing building permits. 
  
OLD BUSINESS 
 
MCGRA Agreement - Attorney Jim McGehee has an agreement ready for drafting, however, due 
to staff medical issues it has not yet been prepared. Mrs. Cook hopes to have the draft by the 
next Council meeting October 13, 2020. 
 
SDWF Loan Update - Business Oregon has provided the City with an invitation to submit a full 
loan application for the water project. The application must be returned within 45 days of 
notification, which is a deadline of October 15, 2020. Staff will have the application complete and 
returned before the deadline.  
 
SRTS Grant Update - The Safe Routes to School grant application was submitted the week of 
August 24th. ODOT has received 100 applications totaling over $73 million. There is $26 million in 
funding available. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that with the Reid House now gone, conversations needs to begin on what the 
next steps will be. Mrs. Cook has talked with Frances Thomas about setting up a meeting soon to 
discuss the family’s wishes.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
UB/Court Clerk Review - Utility Billing Clerk Kimberley Johnson has had her annual performance 
evaluation, which was due in July. Mrs. Johnson has met or exceeded all expectant standards for 
her position.   
 
Based on the review, Mrs. Cook has recommended a one-step salary increase from Step 7, 
$21.76/hr to Step 8, $22.65/hr of the salary scale. Mrs. Johnson has been with the City for 12 
years.  
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout, to Approve a One-Step 
Salary Increase from Step 7, $21.76/hr to Step 8, $22.65/hr of the Salary Scale for Kimberley 
Johnson, Effective July 1, 2020. The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Request for Waiver of Fees - 260 NE Santiam Pointe Ct – Sato, Toshihiro: A written request was 
submitted by Toshihiro Sato, owner of 260 NE Santiam Pointe Ct, to have door fees and any shut 
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off fees removed from her account. The fees total $80.00. There was a miscommunication 
regarding the billing and postal delays compounded by a language barrier. 
 
The Sato’s account has not been past due in the previous six months, which would qualify for a 
waiver of the late fee. However, as indicated previously, staff does not have authority to remove 
any other fee on an account without Council authorization. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong, to Waive $80.00 in Fees for 
260 NE Santiam Pointe Ct. The motion passed unanimously, (5:0).  
 
Resolution No. 856 – Declaration of Emergency Due to Fire. Mrs. Cook said that this Resolution 
ratifies the Mayor’s declaration of an emergency due to the Beachie Creek/Santiam Canyon fire, 
which he made immediately after evacuation. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Zeyen-Hall, to Approve Resolution 
No. 856 – Declaration of Emergency Due to the Beachie Creek/Santiam Fire. The motion passed 
unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Resolution No. 85X – Temporary Housing Land Lease (DRAFT). Mr. McGehee said that he will 
be drafting two hold-harmless agreements, plus a resolution on rules for the temporary housing in 
the next couple of weeks for those that will be staying in the spaces provided by the City. One 
agreement will be between the City and landowners and the other will be for the City and those 
leasing these spaces. The Resolution will be for a temporary moratorium on parking and living in 
trailers and RVs at private residences as well as to address any codes which may conflict with the 
emergency use. Mr. McGehee does not want to be overly complicated with these agreements 
and said that if any new issues arise they can be revisited at a later date. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked about the two trailers parked in the Mill City Market’s parking lot across 
from the main store. She also questioned if parking a trailer on someone’s front lawn was 
permissible. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that the City needs to keep people in designated areas. People need to make 
sure they have water, sewer and a safe electrical connection available to them if they plan to 
place a trailer or camper on their property while cleaning or rebuilding due to the fires. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that a lot of work has been done on sewer laterals at the old Deerhorn 
Apartment site.  A total of 16 sewer laterals were installed in one day.  
 
Mayor Kirsch, Mrs. Cook, the FEMA director, Congressman Schrader, county commissioners 
from both Linn and Marion Counties, Linn County Sheriff Yon and others, took a tour of the fire 
effected canyon and looked at potential sites to place trailers. FEMA suggested a ‘canyon hall’ 
meeting to answer citizen’s questions. Mayor Kirsch said that this meeting should be held as 
soon as possible as FEMA quickly jumps from one emergency to another. The citizens of Detroit 
and Gates are also affected and would be invited to attend this informational meeting. 
 
Mrs. Cook asked Council for possible dates to hold this meeting. It was suggested that maybe 
two meetings, one evening and one mid-day, should be considered. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report:  
 
Mrs. Cook said that she and Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz toured the north side of town 
and made a list of the City’s property that was or may have potentially been damaged by the fire. 
Plans are to complete the south side of town soon. This list will be submitted to Emergency 
Management for FEMA reporting. 
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Councilor Katlong has been working with an 8-man crew provided by Emery & Sons preparing 
the sewer laterals for the temporary housing. The crew has fixed water mains that had leaks, 
installed a new fire hydrant as well as set the lateral line. Councilor Katlong said that the crew will 
continue working on the north side of the highway digging out sewer lines and capping those 
tanks where the homes burned. ACE Septic is scheduled to begin pumping tanks that are at 
burned properties. Inspections will have to be done on each of these tanks to see if any damage 
may have happened due to the fires. If a tank is damaged, the City will have to install a new one. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that Staff has been busy with answering phone calls and handing out gift cards 
provided by Linn County. Councilor Zeyen-Hall has started a tracking form for employees to 
record everything done regarding the fires so that the City can pursue reimbursement from 
FEMA. 
 
List of On-Going Old Business Items - The list of on-going old business items was provided for 
review. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that Spike Aerni pressure washed the outside wood on City Hall this 
summer and suggested that it be stained and sealed before the rains come. This was a volunteer 
effort and, if not stained and sealed, will be a waste of time when it rains. 
 
Mayor Kirsch thanked Emery and Sons for providing their employees and equipment and 
expressed appreciation to those at the Gates Community Church for feeding the volunteers and 
citizens over the last few weeks. The Silverton Lions Club and the Elks Club have combined 
forces with the Gates Church and are serving three meals a day to many people on a daily basis 
and plan to do so indefinitely. The Salvation Army has joined forces with the Gates Church in 
providing volunteers to help with serving food and providing some food products as well. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints has volunteered to be here 
on Saturday to pick up yard debris. There is a sign-up sheet at City Hall for those who need this 
service.  
 
Pacific Sanitation has provided drop boxes for metal recycling only which will be staged at the 
WWTP. The metal must be totally clean of any debris. If there is any debris attached to the metal, 
the whole load will be considered contaminated and will be dumped at Arlington and not recycled. 
Therefore, the drop boxes will be manned by volunteers to ensure that all metal is debris free.  
 
Councilor Katlong said that people can recycle their metal at Cherry City Metals in Salem as well. 
Cherry City can also drop a box on site for those who have a lot of metal to recycle and, if there is 
enough metal to justify the cost of the drop box, there will be no charge for the box. Councilor 
Katlong also noted that any concrete, cement block or this type of material can be brought to the 
North Rock pit located on the back road to Lyons for recycling into gravel. This too must be free 
of any debris to be accepted. 
 
Electronic Payments – Held to a later date. 
 
City Attorney Report:  Mr. McGehee recommended that court be cancelled until November to 
allow for things with the fires to settle. Council consensus to cancel court until November.  
 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch recognized all Councilors for contributing to the community during the fires, 
especially Councilor Katlong for the use of his equipment, time and expenses. Councilor Zeyen-
Hall reminded Councilor Katlong to keep track of the time of equipment use as well as his time 
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and fuel usage for possible reimbursement by FEMA. Mayor Kirsch thanked staff for their 
dedication during the fires. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


