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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, September 22, 2015 
 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long.  Staff 
members in attendance: City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Melinda Flatman, Marge Henning, Dorothy Keasey, 
Roel Lundquist, Dave Plotts, Dawn Plotts, Josephine Reid, Frances Thomas and Glen Wright. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Baughman pulled item ‘a’ of the consent agenda. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen , to approve items b; Approval of 
Accounts Payable, and c; Ratification of Council Consensus to Accept Engineering Proposal from 
Fluent Engineering in an Amount Not to Exceed $1600.00, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook 
polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he would like to have the interceptor tank conversation include the 
number of tanks that needed pumped out of those that were inspected.  A notation should also be 
made that only tanks that are dipped and approved to be pumped will be pumped. 
 
Page five should note that the study by OAWU is only for water. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to approve item a, 
Approval of the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting, August 25, 2015, as amended.  The 
motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, said that on August 11, 
2015 the issue of a pay increase for Public Works Maintenance Worker Jerry Curtis was brought 
before Council.  On August 25, 2015 the Council was advised of the process and information 
needed to begin this work.  Mrs. Carey asked if anything further will be done on this matter. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the issue will be sent back to Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz to get 
back to the Council. 
 
Councilor Follis said that she is working with Mr. Foltz to modify the job description to include 
accurate job duties so that it can be provided to staff for wage studies. 
 
Mrs. Carey said that she would like the Council to look at other pay scales as well and a policy 
should be developed that outlines doing so. 
 
Glen Wright, SW Ivy Street, asked about abandoned cars being removed from town, rentals 
where there is the appearance of people living in campers and cars and if there is any way 
possible to put a speed limit sign on SW Ivy Street. 
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Mayor Thacker asked if Mr. Wright has dealt with Linn County Sheriff regarding these issues.  Mr. 
Wright said that he is working with them and getting some assistance as staffing allows.   Mr. 
Wright added that we don’t need any marijuana dispensaries in town. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:    
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Business Loan Program:  No update at this time. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant: Mrs. Cook met with Dave Curran, Linn County 
Streets, to review the City’s sign order.  There are a few signs that will require installation of a 
new post so Mr. Curran is calling in the utility locate before they are set.    
 
The signs look great.  However, a number of them were incorrect and have been sent back to be 
remade.  The library sign is being held until a permanent location is determined.  Mr. Curran 
began installing the signs today. 
 
Mill City Falls – Hammond Park Restroom Project: The order of the new restroom building was 
submitted last week.  In response to a question about cost, Mrs. Cook was advised that the 
Oregon contract had been updated and the prices were correct.  Eric Kuester, CXT, did indicate 
that we may be able to save some cost by using the Washington contract.  The information on 
that contract was received Monday, September 14 and has been processed and emailed back to 
Mr. Kuester for his review.  Based on staffs calculations using the Washington contract saves us 
approximately $5000 with an overall cost of $112,017.84. 
 
Brian Bainnson, Landscape Architect, met with Councilors Baughman and Keen, Dave Kinney 
and Mrs. Cook today.  Mr. Bainnson presented two options for the handicap parking along Wall 
Street; two spaces to the east of the restroom on the actual park site and, two spaces where the 
parallel parking is now with the site elevation increased by roughly two feet to bring the restroom, 
access road and parking all to about the same level.  It was agreed that option two is the best for 
our purposes.  This will allow for no lost expenses due to redoing the spaces when further 
development occurs.  It will also allow for an easy connection to the remaining parking spaces 
and access road when they are redeveloped. 
 
Mr. Bainnson is taking the comments and changes from today’s meeting and incorporating them 
into his site plan for the building.  A preliminary draft of the site plan should be coming in the next 
couple of weeks and the final permit ready draft within 30 days. 
 
Lyons-Mill City Drive Traffic Study Recommendation:  No update at this time. 
 
Railroad Bridge Update/SOB:  No update at this time. 
 
Water and Sewer Rate Study: Mayor Thacker and Mrs. Cook both spoke with Tim Tice, OAWU 
about the rate study quote presented to Council at the last meeting.  Mr. Tice stated that the 
$9000 is for a water study only. 
 
A quote for the sewer study came in at $7000 from OAWU.  It is possible that some or all of this 
work can be done in house. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if there is an ability to track total consumption for the community over 
the past few months.  Mrs. Cook said that there is a report that can be generated that will provide 
this information. 
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LCSO Access to City Hall: Staff has not received any firm costs from Gabe Smith for the keypad 
entry. 
 
Marijuana Dispensaries:  A community forum to discuss whether or not to place the marijuana 
dispensary issue on the ballot has been set for Tuesday, September 29, 2015 at 6:30p.m.  A 
press release was provided to the media, placed on the City’s facebook page and website as well 
as posted around town last Friday. 
 
The press release states that questions or concerns should be provided in writing not later than 
Tuesday, September 22, 2015 so that the answers can be researched.  No questions were 
submitted. 
 
The forum will be held in the Santiam Jr/Sr High School Auditorium to ensure ample space for 
attendees. 
 
Pay Date Change:  At the August 25, 2015 meeting Councilor Long requested that the issue of 
employee pay dates be added to the next agenda.  In response to this request, Finance Clerk 
Trisha Ruby and Mrs. Cook discussed a number of options to accommodate Councilor Long’s 
concern with how we currently complete this process. 
 
A memo from Mrs. Ruby was presented to Council at the September 8, 2015 meeting.  The 
memo outlines an option that we believe will address Council concern while making the least 
impact on staff’s duties as well as employee’s finances. 
 
Councilor Long stated that his concern is the signing of payroll checks before the end of the pay 
period because employees are turning in time sheets before the end of the pay period in order to 
process payroll.  Councilor Long feels this can be addressed by changing the employee 
handbook to state that checks will be available not more than four working days at the end of the 
pay period.  Councilor Long said that he does not like the proposal submitted because it looks 
fuzzy. 
 
Councilor Keen said that the Forest Service gets paid four weeks after the actual work period. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked if an example of how the State does payroll can be obtained. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the staff understands the reason for making this change and will look into 
other options and bring them back to the Council for consideration. 
 
Old Fire Hall Fire:  As everyone is aware the Old Fire Hall building, which housed the City’s public 
works shop, extra storage, the library and the Linn County Sheriff’s substation, caught fire and 
burned down on Thursday, August 27, 2015.  Staff immediately contacted the City’s insurance 
agent to advise of the damage/loss. 
 
As we move forward with the process the Council will need to begin discussions regarding: 
1. Rebuilding and location of a public works shop 
2. Permanent relocation of the LCSO substation 
3. Relocation of library 
4. Construction of an archive/storage facility 
 
The east and west upper walls on the building were knocked over last week to make sure that 
they did not fall and cause damage to something or injure someone going by.  The cost of this 
work will be covered by our demolition coverage on the policy. 
 
Eric Ramm, CCIS, called today and said that he believes that Belfor will be done with their review 
of the structure for replacement cost soon.  In addition, Mr. Ramm is reviewing the list of contents 
to determine actual loss is at or above the $25,000 coverage. 
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Mrs. Cook said that she has been advised that the City may have to sign off on the asbestos 
survey and demolition of the building before the work can be done.  She is checking with Mr. 
Ramm to determine what the process is and has advised that the City would like to have CIS deal 
with this work rather than the City if at all possible. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Authorize Mayor 
Thacker to Approval Final Information Regarding the Demolition of the Building.  The motion 
passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Long noted that the memo for this issue states that a meeting was held on August 8th 
and it should state the 28th. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he asked about the $1000 deductible and whether it is per 
instance or if all is considered as one incident.  Mrs. Cook said that she received and answer but 
it is not as clear as it needs to be so further clarification has been requested. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ordinance No. 3XX – Amending MCMC Section 13.04.170(B) Water: In June staff went back to 
following the water and sewer codes, which does not include a 24 hour notice to customers prior 
to shut off.  The Council discussed the merit of continuing with this process or going back to 
delivery and charge of a 24 hour door hanger notice to customers prior to actual shut off.  As a 
result City Attorney Jim McGehee was directed to draft an amendment to the current code, which 
implements the 24 hour door hanger. 
 
Ordinance No. 3XX, which was presented to Council for review at the September 8, 2015 
meeting amends the water code to reflect the implementation of a 24 hour door hanger notice.  
The Ordinance must be read by title only at two separate meetings. 
 
To move forward with the implementation of this change a motion to read by title only for first 
reading needs to be done.  The second reading would then take place at the October 13, 2015 
meeting. 
 
Councilor Long suggested making this item 3XXa and the next 3XXb so they are easily identified. 
 
Councilor Heller  moved and was seconded by Councilor Long  to Read Ordinance 3XXa for 
First Reading by Title Only.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook read Ordinance 3XXa by title only. 
 
Ordinance No. 3XX – Amending MCMC Section 13.08.110(B) Sewer: In June staff went back to 
following the water and sewer codes, which does not include a 24 hour notice to customers prior 
to shut off.  The Council discussed the merit of continuing with this process or going back to 
delivery and charge of a 24 hour door hanger notice to customers prior to actual shut off.  As a 
result City Attorney Jim McGehee was directed to draft an amendment to the current code, which 
implements the 24 hour door hanger. 
 
Ordinance No. 3XX, which was presented to Council for review at the September 8, 2015 
meeting amends the sewer code to reflect the implementation of a 24 hour door hanger notice.  
The Ordinance must be read by title only at two separate meetings. 
 
To move forward with the implementation of this change a motion to read by title only for first 
reading needs to be done.  The second reading would then take place at the October 13, 2015 
meeting. 
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Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Read Ordinance No. 3XXb for 
First Reading by Title Only.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook read Ordinance No. 3XXb by title only. 
 
Resolution No. 777 – Declaring Save Our Bridge an Ad Hoc Committee of the City: Last month 
the Save Our Bridge Committee approached the Council with a request to allow them to make 
expenditures out of the Railroad Bridge Restoration & Maintenance Fund.  There was a request 
to gather additional information, including speaking with the City’s auditor regarding this request. 
 
Mrs. Cook spoke with Glen Kearns last week and was advised that he would like to see a 
resolution outlining the SOBs as an ad hoc committee of the City and authorizing expenditures.  
Mr. Kearns did not see any issue with allowing this process to take place as long as the funds are 
dealt with just like any other City revenue or expense, which means that all are ran through the 
City’s accounts payables and accounts receivables processes. 
 
Resolution No. 777 reaffirms the priority of the railroad bridge preservation, outlines the 
requirement that funds will run through the City, authorizes and supports the SOBs to prepare 
and submit grant applications on behalf of the City and establishes the SOBs as an ad hoc 
committee of the City. 
 
This resolution should have been adopted upon the Council’s agreement to work with the SOBs 
as an ad hoc committee of the City.  Passage of the resolution makes the process cleaner for our 
auditor as well as for fundraising efforts as the Committee begins looking at possible grants that 
can be applied for. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked why the SKATE Committee had to form a non-profit when they could 
have been an ad hoc committee like the SOB Committee is requesting. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that there is confusion regarding why the two groups are so different and that 
he would like more information before making any decision. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that the main reason for this resolution is to formalize the 
Council’s decision to have the SOB as an ad hoc committee. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he also has questions about writing and submitting grants on behalf of 
the City.  Mr. Lundquist said that he believes the City should apply for grants but there also needs 
to be coordination between the City and the SOBs.  The language should be modified to reflect 
this. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that submittal should be on behalf of the City after approval by the Council. 
 
Frances Thomas, Santiam Pointe, said that one of the concerns that seems to be there is the 
availability of funds to pay for items that are to provide fundraising assistance.  The Committee 
wants to work with the Council and have as little expenditure as possible. 
 
Amy Ripp, Keizer, said that in Keizer the ad hoc committee acts as representation for the City for 
a specific period of time with any expenditures being approved by the Council. 
 
Resolution No. 778 – DLCD Technical Assistance (TA) Grant:  A number of months ago Council 
was presented with the opportunity to apply for a Technical Assistance (TA) grant through the 
Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD).  The grant has been drafted to 
request $39,000 to be used for completion of a public facilities study, which will ultimately be used 
in our Comprehensive Plan.  The City’s match is $9,000 for a total project budget of $48,600. 
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The grant requires that a resolution authorizing submittal be approved by the Council.  Resolution 
No. 778 authorizes the submittal of the grant application and states that the City will make 
available the proposed in-kind staff support and that it has matching funds to complete the 
project. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that Resolution No. 778 should be renumbered to 777 since item ‘c’ of the New 
Business was not completed.  This will keep the resolution numbering in order. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Approve Resolution 
No. 777 – DLCD Technical Assistance (TA) Grant.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
ATV/Golf Cart/Snowmobile Code: The Council has briefly discussed the possibility of adopting an 
ordinance that allows citizens to ride ATVs, golf carts and similar vehicles on streets inside City 
limits.  Enclosed are two ordinances from the City of Detroit as well as an Ordinance from 
Aumsville that allow for this kind of activity.  The ordinances have been provided to City Attorney 
Jim McGehee for his review as well. 
 
The Council should review the ordinances and be prepared to discuss what elements Mill City 
might look at implementing.  The information will then need to be forwarded to Mr. McGehee so 
that he can begin drafting code language. 
 
Mrs. Cook clarified that the City Council will be outlining the information to be included in this 
Ordinance rather than the Planning Commission working on the language.  Mayor Thacker said 
that the Council would like input from the Planning Commission but it is too early to begin drafting 
any code language. 
 
Dawn Plotts, SW Linn Pl, said that she is against allowing ATVs in Mill City.  It will cause bigger 
issues with the roads and policing. 
 
Community Giving Fund Request for Funding – North Santiam Eagles Auxiliary #3384:  Melinda 
Flatman, SW Douglas Street, gave a brief presentation to the Council regarding the North 
Santiam Eagles request for funds to assist with the annual Halloween Carnival for the local 
children.  The request is for $100. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Approve Request for Funding 
of $100 to the North Santiam Eagles Auxiliary #3384.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
4th of July Report:  An outline of the revenues and expenditures for the 2015 4th of July 
Celebration was provided to the Council.  There was an unanticipated expenditure for the road 
permit to Linn County.  This made our overall costs just over those budgeted.  If this fee was not 
included then the event would have brought in a little revenue. 
 
Councilor Long asked about the Bannersonthecheap charge on the credit card.  Mrs. Cook said 
that this was for the 4th of July but the order was cancelled and it was credited back to the card. 
 
Councilor Keen asked if the first meeting will be in November.  Mrs. Cook said that the plan is to 
begin meetings in December but there is a renewed interest by Melinda Flatman to get old events 
back into the celebration.  If this is going to happen then meetings may need to begin earlier.  
Mayor Thacker said that Ms. Flatman is working hard to get groups interested in assisting with 
portions of the celebration and taking a large portion of the planning and implementation off of 
staff’s shoulders. 
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OAMR Conference Report:  Mrs. Cook gave a brief report on her attendance at the OAMR 
Conference last week stating that the violence in the workplace session was great and gave quite 
a bit of information including links to campaigns that can be used within our community such as, 
see something, say something.  The social media session was very good as well and has brought 
up the question of whether the City should open our facebook page to comments/dialogue from 
community members.  If this is something that we decide to do, a written policy should be in place 
prior to changing the access on the page.  In addition to these sessions Mrs. Cook attended a 
training on the change in the Oregon Government Ethics Commission Statement of Economic 
Interest form filing, which will be changed to strictly electronic filing this year. 
 
Invitations to complete profiles will be emailed out in January.  Once the notification arrives, if 
there are any problems completing the profile or form, Mrs. Cook will assist those who may need 
it. 
 
Vacation:  Mrs. Cook will be out of the office on vacation from October 9th to the 16th.  The 
Council packet will be prepared and distributed but either Finance Clerk Trisha Ruby or Utility 
Billing Clerk Kimberley Johnson will be attending the October 13th meeting to take notes. 
 
Audit:  The audit will taking place early next week. 
 
Leak Meter:  Mrs. Cook said that there has been a question regarding the base fee for a meter 
referred to as the “leak meter”.  Staff is reviewing the request and has spoken briefly with City 
Attorney Jim McGehee about it.  More information will be provided to Council at an upcoming 
meeting. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker  had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said that there were eight permits last month. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that it looks like the actuator issue doesn’t look to be an engineering 
problem, more an installation and manufacturing problem.  The electrical engineer will be putting 
together a written report on this. 
 
Councilor Follis  said that she is working with Mr. Foltz to put together a new job description for 
Mr. Curtis. 
 
A hydrant list was provided by the Fire Department but has not been reviewed yet. 
 
Mr. Lundquist asked what the status of hooking up the back-up generator at the wells is.  It was 
noted that different options are being looked into for this. 
 
Councilor Heller  said that she will be speaking with Sgt. Klein about the issues brought up 
during citizens comments. 
 
Councilor Keen  will be meeting with Dennis Chamberlin to discuss earthquake evacuations, 
safety and the possibility of the dam breaking soon. 
 
A safety plan and committee for the Public Works Department is being discussed and will 
hopefully begin in November. 
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Councilor Long  asked that the payroll issue be discussed with the auditor when he is here next 
week.  Councilor Long said that there is a need to stay on top of code enforcement and there are 
some serious problems that need to be addressed. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None Scheduled. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


