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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Friday, September 18, 2020 

EMERGENCY MEETING 

 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 3:00 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Janet 
Zeyen-Hall, Brett Katlong, Dawn Plotts, Tony Trout and Steve Winn. Staff in attendance were City 
Recorder, Stacie Cook and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Jason Saari and Jill Saari.  
 
Mayor Kirsch stated he had declared an emergency for the City immediately after the fire, 
enabling the City to continue operating. Mayor Kirsch said that all input is valued and needed 
from councilors, noting that the amount of the outcry of support and donations from all around is 
amazing. 
 
The City is looking at providing temporary housing for citizens affected by the fires, with 
approximately 50 spaces for citizens who have lost their homes due to the fires. Some City 
ordinances will have to be relaxed for the accommodation of travel trailers and RV’s.  
 
City Recorder Stacie Cook said that Councilor Katlong has been working diligently on prepping 
temporary housing for those needing it. The Seventh Day Adventist Church on SW Ivy, the old 
Deerhorn Apartment site on NW Alder and the Rada property on NW Santiam Blvd. are available. 
FEMA will be involved however, this may take longer to obtain.  City Attorney Jim McGehee said 
that he is working on a hold-harmless lease contract between the City, property owners and 
“renters” for the sites. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he has been in contact with Crawford Electric who has stated that they 
are willing to erect temporary power poles for electricity to these sites and also for those who are 
staying on private property who do not have power at this time.  
 
Mrs. Cook said they are proceeding with the Deerhorn location as there are 12 existing lateral 
lines that can be connected to without having to deal with a wastewater permit from DEQ.  Other 
locations have interceptor tanks but the City may have to obtain a waiver.  
 
Mrs. Cook has contacted Pacific Power about placement of a temporary power pole. PP&L is 
waiting for the electrician to provide necessary information on what kind of pole is needed before 
moving forward.  
 
Mrs. Cook said that Council will need to decide if there will be a fee charged for these sites and 
what kind of time frame should be put on these temporary sites.  
 
Mr. McGehee suggested that due to tenancy rules, no fee will be charged. He also said that 
identification needs to be checked to only allow those who live in the surrounding communities to 
obtain these sites. Checking to see if these citizens have insurance is recommended as most 
insurance companies offer lodging to their policy holders for emergencies. This will ensure those 
that really need this assistance get the help. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that these sites are only available to those that live in the surrounding areas 
that have lost their homes due to the fires. People who request a space for their trailer or RV 
must provide proof they had a home in the area that was lost. Mayor Kirsch suggested a ‘permit’ 
or a registration form be filled out. 
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Councilor Trout asked for clarification on how to obtain proof that they do or don’t have insurance. 
Mr. McGehee said looking at insurance policies or a sworn declaration sheet provided to property 
owners by the insurance company should be sufficient. 
 
Mrs. Cook said she is concerned about those residents that cannot find a rental in the area as 
they clean up and rebuild, stating that keeping people as close to their properties as possible 
during this time is important. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that this process needs to be done in an organized and clear manner. A set of 
guidelines has to be created so the City can enforce rules to keep these sites clean and 
organized.  
 
Loads of gravel will be brought in to create a clean area to begin allowing trailers onto these 
properties. Designated spaces for trailers as well as designated parking areas will be needed. 
The costs for the project may or may not be FEMA reimbursable. However, this is something Mill 
City can do for its sister cities. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the County is looking into doing a mass clean-up. Since there is nothing to 
salvage on the majority of burned properties clean-up should be done before parking trailers or 
RV’s. Mayor Kirsch said people can then continue to use their utilities as there is no sewer dump 
site since Fishermen’s Bend was destroyed by the fire. The County would like to clean up block 
by block and people would be in the way of a quick clean up if trailers or RVs are parked near 
these burned sites.  
 
Councilor Trout asked about dumping for people with trailers that do not have a space in these 
prepared parcels. Mayor Kirsch said that Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz may be able to 
prepare a ‘drive thru’ site for those who need it. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that there was a lot of overtime by staff during this emergency. Money is going 
to have to be spent on gravel and other supplies as well. FEMA will hopefully reimburse the city 
for these losses but this won’t happen until later and is not guaranteed. 
 
Mayor Kirsch thanked the volunteers who put in so much time and effort to help the City during 
this crisis. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he contacted a friend and got a donation of 400 feet of pipe from 
Emery & Sons and has a call out to North Santiam Paving for a donation of gravel and sand. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall said that she has experience working with FEMA and explained what was 
needed to make a claim. Timesheets will need to be kept with an official log of when work was 
done and what exactly was done. This will also be required for any expenditures. Councilor 
Zeyen-Hall said that she would put in a call to OEM to request a FEMA representative up here 
sooner than later. 
 
With all that is needed to correctly keep track of these issues, a Project Manager was suggested 
to handle the almost full time position. Councilor Winn suggested that City Clerk Tree Fredrickson 
be given this job as The Reid House was lost in the fires, which was one-half of her job title. 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall, who has experience as a Project Manager, offered to act as the “project 
manager” and to train Mrs. Fredrickson on what tracking will need to be done. Mayor Kirsch said 
he thought this was an excellent idea and asked for consensus from the Council. It was Council’s 
consensus to appoint Councilor Zeyen-Hall as Project Manager with Mrs. Fredrickson assisting 
her. 
 
Jason and Jill Saari said that they would like to offer their help in any way that they can, stating 
that many friends, family and their church members have reached out with offers to help. A 
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lawyer has offered his services of provide advice to those that may need it related to navigating 
insurance claims. 
 
Mrs. Cook handed out pictures to the Council showing the City’s property that is damaged by the 
fires, including a small bridge that held a sewer line in Cedar Creek Park and The Reid House. A 
claim has already been filed with the city’s insurance company. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she spoke with Frances Thomas about setting up a meeting once things calm 
down to discuss how to proceed with the property.  
 
Councilor Trout asked about the Railroad Bridge and people driving on it. It was explained that 
during the last couple of weeks several 6,000 pound trucks have been illegally driven over the 
bridge, causing unnecessary damage to the walking surface. A traffic bollard was also broke off 
at the end of the bridge.  Councilor Katlong said that he has names of the people who drove over 
the bridge and would like to see them prosecuted. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the Cedar Creek walking bridge is a total loss. A 4” sewer line runs along it 
and is damaged as well. Mrs. Cook is concerned that the vegetation burned all the way down the 
embankment to the river could be an issue. Councilor Katlong said that anything that has a root 
system needs to immediately have straw laid down to help get ahead of the erosion control. Mrs. 
Cook also noted that a drainage culvert that comes down the hill and ends approximately 50 
yards from the river was also burned over and needs to be inspected.  
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he, Mrs. Cook and Mrs. Cook’s husband, Eric spent around three hours 
turning off meters where the lines were melted and were spraying water as the north reservoir 
was very low at 4.3 feet. Multiple residents left sprinklers on and city staff, Mayor Kirsch and Mr. 
Cook went around turning them off in order to conserve water.  
 
Councilor Katlong asked if caution tape has been erected on the ends of the Cedar Creek Bridge 
yet. Mrs. Cook said she did not think so. Councilor Katlong said he would contact Public Works 
and request this be done since residents are coming back into town. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked Councilor Winn if wood debris might be dumped at Frank Lumber to be 
put in their chipper. Councilor Winn will contact the owner of the mill and ask. Councilor Katlong 
said he would also contact Freres and see if this was a possibility with them as well.  
 
Mrs. Cook said that City of Detroit’s engineers, HBH Engineering, has offered to donate time to 
help with FEMA applications. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that Linn County has been gathering donations specifically for canyon residents. 
Commissioner Nyquist came up on Friday and gave Mrs. Cook $2,500 in small increment gift 
cards that are available for those that need cash now. Linn County also has around $120,000 that 
has been donated to be used for those affected by the fires. An application for an immediate 
$1,000 grant to assist citizens on getting back on their feet will be available soon. It was also 
suggested that those who apply for the $1,000 grant to apply with SBA for a low interest loan to 
help rebuild.  
 
Mrs. Cook asked the Council about the loss of hours staff has due to the evacuation and how 
they would like to handle it.  Councilor Zeyen-Hall said she would keep payroll the same. After 
more discussion, this issue was tabled until the September 22, 2020 Council meeting.  
 
LCSO Sgt. Greg Klein said that Highway 22 is closed between Gates and Mill City until further 
notice. With people coming back into town they expect calls to begin coming in concerning issues 
with their homes while they were gone.  
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Councilor Trout said that he witnessed a deputy cleaning a storm drain in front of City Hall and 
that he thinks this was above and beyond the call of duty. Councilor Trout asked that the deputy 
be thanked for his efforts. 
 
Councilor Plotts thanked the Sgt. for the coordinated efforts working with other state agencies, 
citizens and providing up-to-date information from the LCSO. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that City Planner Dave Kinney has asked Council to authorize staff to submit the 
Safe Drinking Water loan. Mrs. Cook said this should be done by motion. 
 
Mayor Kirsch moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to Direct Staff to Submit the 
Application to Business Oregon for the Safe Drinking Water Loan in the amount of $2.2 Million. 
The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Plotts said she has heard people talking and wanted to know why citizens were not 
informed to evacuate. Mrs. Cook said there were no answers to this question as of yet. This will 
be a topic of conversation at many levels as the recovery process moves forward. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if Pacific Sanitation is going to assist with clean-up of fire debris. Mrs. 
Cook said that she has been in touch with Pacific Sanitation and they are working on a plan to 
provide assistance.  
 
Mrs. Cook noted Pacific Sanitation was originally requesting that customers who lost their trash 
cans to the fire add the loss as “other” on their insurance claim. However, after speaking to his 
partner, Carson Kuenzi stated that there would be no charge for any cans lost in the fires. This is 
very generous as the company is looking at a loss of approximately $75,000 or more. 
 
Councilor Katlong requested that City Staff put a notice on City Hall doors and on the City’s 
website to call if their water has not been turned back on as he wasn’t sure that Public Works was 
able to identify all that were shut off. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall asked if another page could be added to the City’s webpage as she has 
received calls stating that there is not enough information. Mrs. Cook said that she has already 
added links to the Linn County Sheriff’s Office, Wildfire Relief Fund, funding documentation for 
FEMA and other information. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that he will continue to work on a Resolution draft to allow temporary waivers 
of codes, which will then allow trailers and campers to be lived in. Noise, garbage, animals and 
vehicle parking will all need to be addressed.  
 
Councilor Plotts asked about the timeline for completion of the bridge since work has been 
delayed. Mrs. Cook said that she has been in contact with Chuck Knoll, Linn County Engineer, 
and he said that they are still on track to finish on time. An on-site meeting is set for Monday. Mrs. 
Cook said that she assumes that since there has been no work that the timeline for finishing will 
be put back two weeks minimum. This extension will not affect the grant that was awarded for this 
project. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:28 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


