
City of Mill City 
Minutes of the City Council 
September 12, 2017  Page 1 of 12  

MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Brett Katlong, Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Staff members in 
attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, City Attorney Jim McGehee and Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Denny Chamberlin, Ernest Freeman, Danielle 
Gonzalez, Lynda Harrington, Sgt. Greg Klein, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, Anita Leach and Roel 
Lundquist. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has a potential conflict with accounts payable and the SE 
Fairview discussion. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Baughman pulled item ‘b’ of the consent agenda. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen , to approve items a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of August 22, 2017, c; Acceptance of 
Monthly Expenditures Reports, August 2017, and d; Approval of OLCC Liquor License Renewals 
for the Following Businesses: 

i. Broadway Videos & More   233 SW Broadway St. 
ii. J&S Deli & Pub     100 SE Juniper St. 
iii. Mill City Market     829 S 1st Ave. 
iv. Trio Tavern     815 SW Linn Blvd., 

of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the SKATE Dreamland cost is on the payables list and he would 
like to see what is included in the design since this is City money.  Ultimately the City is 
responsible for the money.  Mrs. Cook explained that the dollars being expended for this are 
SKATE’s, not the City’s.  SKATE’s dollars are being tracked separately.  Councilor Baughman 
said that the attorney should see what the contract says. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he thought SKATE was raising money for a City project and that 
any funds turned over to the City were ours.  Similar to the SOB’s, Councilor Baughman 
explained, he felt that SKATE was raising funds but the project would be fully under the auspices 
of the City. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that there are dollars in the fund that the City has provided as well as dollars that 
SKATE and prior fundraising groups have raised, which have been turned over to the City to hold 
for them because they did not have any checking account to put the funds in themselves. 
 
Councilor Keen said that she would also like to have the contract looked at. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he sees no problem with doing this but in the past the Council has never 
asked it of SKATE, likely because no funds were ever requested. 
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Mrs. Cook said that the skatepark has always been supported by the City but was being pursued 
by an outside group.  This is where things have been convoluted over the years. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said he has always believed this was a separate group from the City.  There has 
never been a request to the City to hold fundraisers or to approve the firm that would do design 
work for the skatepark.  If it was a City project then the Council would have to approve these 
kinds of things. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that this changes the whole way he looks at the project.  If the City is 
not the one in control of the entire project then what liability is there to us? 
 
Lynda Harrington said that she agrees with Councilor Baughman.  The skatepark will be on City 
property and therefore the City should be involved in the design process. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he doesn’t see how the City can have a line item for the funds and 
it not be the City’s money. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that at a minimum he feels that an agreement should be written up between 
the City and SKATE as to how this project will be dealt with.  If everyone understands what is 
happening from the start then there is no threat of a lawsuit down the line. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that he would suggest turning SKATE’s money over to them since they have 
their own checking account. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if we know how much money is SKATE’s and how much is the City’s.  
Mrs. Cook said that we have a spreadsheet of all dollars that have come in from the volunteer 
groups. 
 
Councilor Trout said that if we choose to give the money back to SKATE then we will not have 
any say in what it is spent on.  Mr. McGehee said that this is correct.  Where the issue is at is 
when the design proposal is presented should the City say they don’t like the design then there 
may be a concern. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the skatepark project has always been an undocumented partnership 
because ultimately, the intent is for the City to own the skatepark. 
 
Mayor Kirsch clarified that in the inception of the skatepark idea, citizens came to the City and 
asked for one to be built.  At that time, the Council envisioned a small skate spot and with time, 
as more people got involved, the fundraising group began to envision a more grand design and 
size.  Initially, the thought by the City was to do a $40,000 or $50,000 skatepark. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if we should talk with SKATE before making any decision because 
maybe they feel that this is a City project as well. 
 
Mayor Kirsch requested volunteers to meet with SKATE and Mr. McGehee to discuss how the 
partnership will be handled. 
 
Councilors Keen and Plotts volunteered.  Councilor Baughman said that we don’t want to put two 
anti skatepark people on the committee.  Councilors Keen and Plotts both stated that they are not 
anti skatepark.  Councilor Baughman asked if Councilor Trout would be interested in serving.  
Councilor Trout said that he is also willing to volunteer but is not sure what we are looking for 
from this meeting.  Mr. McGehee said that what we are looking for is an understanding of what 
the City’s involvement in the design process will be.  A letter of understanding will at least bind 
the Council. 
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Councilor Baughman said that he feels it needs to go further than the design, including 
determining who the money belongs to. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has always thought this was a City project and if it is not a City 
project then he looks at it entirely different.  Mr. McGehee said that if this will be the City’s then 
the City needs to take it and run with it. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that three Councilors can serve, however, the meetings must be advertised as 
open to the public. 
 
Consensus to pull check number 23586 from payables. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to approve item, b; Approval of 
Accounts Payable with the exception of check 23586.  The motion passed, (5:0:1) with Councilor 
Baughman abstaining. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Sgt. Greg Klein, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, gave the 
Sheriff’s report for August. 
 
An investigation into thefts for property crime including a 1956 Ford Mustang, that had been on-
going resulted in five arrests. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked how the eclipse went.  Sgt. Klein said that it went very well. 
 
Councilor Keen said that on Sunday morning she noticed that the bathroom lights on Wall Street 
were on and asked if there is a way to have the officers check them.  Sgt. Klein said that they will.  
Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz said that keys have been made for the deputies to be able to 
access the restrooms. 
 
Lynda Harrington, Santiam Pointe, asked how the current drug situation would be characterized 
in Mill City.  Is it worse or better than it has been?  Sgt. Klein said that it is up and down regularly.  
With the recent arrests for the thefts he is hopeful that it will help decrease drugs in the area. 
 
Sgt. Klein said that the Oregon State Police are now sharing the substation so if an OSP vehicle 
is here they are most likely in the office. 
 
Mr. McGehee asked if the intoxilyzer is in the office yet.  Sgt. Klein said that it is not but it is in the 
works. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz gave a report on the following: 
 
Pump Report – Nine million gallons of water each month for the last two months have been used.  
Usage is remaining consistent.  However, the amount of loss is still odd. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that there was a water theft that was caught.  It is being dealt with in court. 
 
Sink Hole Repair – The sink hole by the chicken restaurant has been fixed.  Unfortunately, there 
was a water line under it that had to be replaced and lowered in order to complete the repair. 
 
Moved Water Service – The Lyons Water District assisted with moving a water service for the 
Hair Konnection.  The line was frozen and kept the service for others in the area on so that the 
work could be done.  This is a tool that could be used here and costs are being gathered.  Thank 
you to Lyons Water District and Roy Kent for your assistance in this matter. 
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Wall Street Pump Station – The Wall Street Pump Station went down last week and required nine 
hours of manual labor to keep it running until it could be fixed.  The failed part was a transducer 
which was causing pumps to come on continuously. 
 
Repaired Sewer Lateral – The sewer lateral on SW 1st Avenue has been repaired but took quite a 
bit to take care of.  There was a separation in the line which was causing plugs in the line. 
 
Meter Reader Vacancy – There were three applications submitted.  Only one applicant showed 
for his interview.  He did very well and is the recommendation for hire.   Councilor Trout said that 
he sat in on the interview and feels he would do a fine job. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts to Accept the Recommendation 
to Hire Phillip Adams for the Position of Meter Reader, Effective September 15, 2017 at Step 1 of 
the Salary Scale and Contingent Upon Completion of a Background Check.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman asked where we are at on the actuator issue.  Mr. Foltz said that there has 
been no movement.  They are working, just not entirely how they are supposed to be. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he called for an inspection on the sewer tank for the house on SE 
Fairview and found that Linn County has not been doing inspections since the new Building 
Official came on board.  It makes sense to pull this inspection from Linn County and have public 
works do all inspections. 
 
Councilor Trout asked what it would take to make this change. Councilor Baughman said he 
thinks it would just be the City saying it is one of our own inspections.  Mrs. Cook said that this is 
something that should be discussed when the contract for services is renegotiated. 
 
Consensus to research how to make this change. 
 
Councilor Trout asked to discuss item ‘g’ of old business before Mr. Foltz leaves.  Mr. Foltz said 
that he didn’t see any obvious reason why the usage should be as high as it was for the month.  
There was no leak, green lawn or pool. 
 
Councilor Trout asked, if a hose were left on, how long it would take to use 105 units of water.  
Mr. Foltz said that it wouldn’t take too long to go through a hose. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Ernest Freeman, SW Ivy Street, said that he received 
a notice from the City to cut a field that he owns.  The letter is misleading because the language 
made him believe the fire chief had complained about the field.  This field has been mowed. 
 
Mr. Freeman said that he is trying to sell this property and there are so many restrictions that the 
City wants, that people back out of it.  Mr. Freeman asked who came up with these restrictions.  
Mayor Kirsch said that these are rules that were put into place to satisfy the needs of the 
community. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:   Save Our Bridge; Grant Application Pre-Authorization – Anita Leach 
 
Mrs. Leach said that the SOB Grant Sub-Committee would like to have pre-authorization to apply 
for grants for the railroad bridge.  There will be two set of tracks; one for the federal government 
and one for foundations.  Grants that are being looked at have been outlined in a sheet provided 
to the Council.  Deadlines will be relatively quick, however, the Committee will try to get 
information to the Council prior to submitting the applications. 
 
The Committee would also like permission to apply for in kind such as large dimensional timber. 
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The Tiger Grant, due October 16, is one grant that the Committee is looking at.  This would be in 
conjunction with Marion County and must be a minimum of $1 Million for rural grants. 
 
Danielle Gonzalez, Marion County, said that this application’s requirements have been modified 
and there is a rural focus.  Marion County will work with CFM, their federal advocate, who will 
write the grant.  Mrs. Gonzalez spoke with Chuck Knoll, Linn County, today about the road work 
that is being proposed for Broadway.  This would be a logical partnership for this grant.  The 
federal advocate felt that this was a unique project that is a great opportunity. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that this was mentioned during the wastewater meeting last week and 
asked if we were to apply for this for the bridge would it tie the City into a wastewater district.  
Mrs. Gonzalez said that it would not.  This is a transportation focused grant. 
 
Mrs. Leach said that there is a Connect Oregon Grant that is being explored also but it does not 
look as though there will be any money this biennium. 
 
Consensus to move forward with grant applications. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Public Works Building Update:  Mrs. Cook has spoken with Chick Gerke, the architect 
recommended by Peter Bambe to assist with the public works building.  Mr. Gerke was checking 
with Mr. Bambe to see how the responsibility of the building plans would be handled (i.e. architect 
stamp vs. engineer stamp).  Mr. Gerke is supposed to call back once he has spoken with Mr. 
Bambe, however, during the initial discussion Mr. Bambe stated that he does not work on 
government projects often and when he has he did not do any of the administerial pieces such as 
writing bid documents and handling the bid process.  Mr. Gerke indicated that the City would be 
better served by working with someone who does this kind of work regularly, noting that it would 
be a quicker, smoother and less costly avenue to take. 
 
Mrs. Cook advised Councilor Baughman about this a week ago and he contacted Boatwright 
Engineering, who initially indicated that they were too busy to do the work but would look into it 
further and get back with a more definitive answer.  No update on their ability to assist us has 
come back. 
 
The biggest area of concern with the building and bid process at this point is ensuring that we use 
someone who is intimately familiar with the public procurement and bidding laws/rules and 
regulations.  Because this is a large project that is over the dollar threshold that requires us to 
follow the procurement and bidding laws, we need to be certain that we are dotting all of the I’s 
and crossing all of the t’s.  While City Planner David Kinney has assisted with drafting bid 
documents and handling bid openings in years past, laws have changed over the last three to five 
years, which leaves room for error as he has not worked in the arena, nor kept up on the 
changes. 
 
At this point, it is staff’s recommendation that we reach out to a few different engineering firms to 
see if they are available to assist us with this process.  Mr. Kinney has advised me of a few he is 
aware of that work with government.  They include: 
 
• Devco Engineering 
• Keller & Associates 
• Westech Engineering 
• Karl Goertzen (independent engineer) 
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A draft email has been composed which staff is prepared to send out as soon as possible 
advising that the City is seeking an engineering firm to assist with the project and perform the 
following: 
  
1. Review drawings and draft specs for inclusion in a bid packet. 
2. Advise the City of Mill City of any work needed to complete drawings and specs for 

bidding and obtaining building permits (including a cost estimate for this work). 
3. Prepare bid documents 
4. Provide bid services 
5. Provide a cost estimate to the City for minimal construction oversight (in coordination with 

the City’s Public Works Supervisor). 
 
In order to move this project in a forward direction staff would like to send the email to the 
recommended engineers and, based on responses, follow the request for information with a 
request for a cost estimate. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he thinks the email needs to be sent and get this project moving.  
Consensus from the remaining Council to do so. 
 
Roel Lundquist said that one question that should be asked of the engineers is their experience in 
dealing with public works buildings. 
 
Water Rate Study:  Chris Marko, Rural Community Assistance Corporation (RCAC) and Mrs. 
Cook met on Wednesday and went through the list of items that he will need to begin our water 
rate study.  Staff will be going through the list and gathering each of the items as we can.  As the 
information is provided, RCAC will begin compiling the data. 
 
Councilor Trout asked about the strategic plan and goal setting that we were going to begin 
working on.  Mrs. Cook said that she spoke with Gary Swanson and we have, unfortunately, 
missed our opportunity timing-wise. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said we could look for someone else but it would probably cost quite a bit of money.  
Councilor Trout said that he would like to wait for Mr. Swanson. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he visited the new Dollar General and it is a great addition to the 
community.  One of the items that the Planning Commission required was no parking on Hwy 22.  
Another item was the connection of parking between Dollar Tree and Circle K.  Ann Carey, 
Planning Chair said that this is a future item. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the Dollar General lot is way too low and this should never have 
happened.  This should have been caught by the City Engineer or Planner.  Mrs. Cook said that 
the plans did specifically state that the elevations were to be verified prior to work being 
completed and this did not seem to have happened. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he thinks that we should write a letter to the City Engineer 
regarding this parking lot and the City’s dissatisfaction with how it ended up. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that there are inconsistencies in what properties/projects are having to 
do and this needs to be changed. 
 
Councilor Trout asked what the status of Boneyard Bakery is.  Mrs. Cook said that it is moving 
forward but is not near completion yet. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked about Subway’s street improvements that are supposed to be done.  
Mrs. Cook said that they were given time after opening to complete them, at least a year, possibly 
longer. 
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Councilor Plotts said that she really appreciates what Poppa Al’s has done to their business to 
clean it up. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
SE Fairview Street Improvements – Phase 2: Mayor Kirsch said that Councilor Baughman has 
declared a potential conflict with this item.  
 
Two preliminary designs for the continuation of the street improvement project along the north 
side of SE Fairview Street were provided for review.  City Engineer John Ashley has stated that 
there are too many unknowns at this point to begin to put together a cost estimate. 
 
To work through the unknowns and begin to identify how to proceed with difference areas of the 
project, he would like to have two or three people meet with him to discuss the options and how 
to move forward.  His email states: 
 
“Attached are some preliminary figures that show the proposed north side continuation of SE 
Fairview Street, along with the anticipated right-of-way needs, existing utility conflict locations, 
and other project concerns/conflicts that need to be discussed.  Since this area of SE Fairview 
Street is also at the lower end of the Kimmel Park drainage basin, it is anticipated that a larger 
storm drainage system will be needed within the street, along with permitting with the various 
State/Federal agencies for a new or modified storm outfall.  More than likely, there will need to be 
some sort of stormwater quality swale system within the park just downstream of the existing 
culvert crossing before stormwater is allowed to discharge to the river, so this will need to be 
discussed as well.  
  
I have not put together a cost estimate yet, as there are just too many unknowns at this point that 
need to be discussed that will greatly affect the cost.  Mainly regarding the stormwater drainage 
system and water quality swale.  As such, please review these and let me know when you have 
some time to discuss.” 
 
It is suggested that Mr. Ashley meet with Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz and possibly the 
street and water/sewer commissioners since this project will involve both areas. 
 
Councilors Katlong and Trout agreed to meet with Mr. Ashley.  Mrs. Cook will coordinate the 
meeting. 
 
Professional Services Agreement – David W. Kinney:  An updated professional services 
agreement between the City and David Kinney was provided for review.  The language changes 
the term from a fixed two years to allowing for termination by the consultant with a 30-day written 
notification.  The City may terminate the agreement at any time with written notification. 
 
The hourly rate has increased slightly as well, going from $70/hr for planning and management 
services to $75/hr and to $85/hr for special projects. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked what the old contract amount was for special projects.  Mrs. Cook 
said that she believes it was $75/hr. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that Mr. Kinney has earned his pay on many occasions and donates a lot of 
time to the City.  He is a valuable planner and a great asset to the City. 
 
Councilor Trout said that Mr. Kinney is needed.  Councilor Baughman said that we would end up 
paying more if we don’t continue with Mr. Kinney. 
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Councilor Plotts moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to Approve Professional 
Services Agreement Between the City of Mill City and David W. Kinney, Community Development 
Consultant.  The motion passed, (6:0). 
 
Resolution No. 817 – Information Security:  In 2008 the Oregon Identity Protection Act (aka: Red 
Flag Rule) became effective.  This act requires entities, including utilities, to establish identity 
theft and prevention programs.  The City is required to have this in place as well and adoption of 
Resolution No. 817 will put us into compliance as well as remove the item from the old business 
memo. 
 
Councilor Baughman  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Approve Resolution No. 
817 – Implementing an Information Security Program for the City of Mill City.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Community Garden:  Staff was recently contacted by Susannah Musillami, the coordinator for the 
community garden that is located east of Kimmel Park.  The community garden was started a 
number of years ago as a purely voluntary program and the City has provided the land since its 
inception.  Other than the land, we have not had any connection to the program. 
 
Ms. Musillami stated that she is no longer able to continue as coordinator and is looking for 
someone to take her place.  As coordinator, there are a number of things that she has been in 
charge of ensuring get done, including collecting dues for the garden plot of $10 annually.  Ms. 
Musillami’s concern with the current process is that the funds have always been held by the 
coordinator rather than being deposited into a bank account.  With the upcoming change of 
coordinator, now is the time to explore whether there is an alternative regarding the funds.  Mrs. 
Cook advised Ms. Musillami that she would bring this matter before the Council to ask whether 
the City might consider holding/distributing the funds for the community garden. 
 
If the Council chooses to do this, it would be done similar to the SKATE funds, which are shown 
in the budget but tracked separately on an Excel spreadsheet.  The minor amount of dollars, 
roughly $400, should not be a burden to track. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked if there is someone else that can take over the community garden.  Mrs. 
Cook said that there are people who would run the garden but Ms. Musillami was looking for a 
more secure way to ensure the funds. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he does not think we want it.  Consensus to send elsewhere. 
 
IT Services Agreement:  An IT services agreement between the City and North Santiam School 
District was provided for review.  There is no change to the agreement from previous years. 
 
Mr. McGehee asked how many hours we have rolled over.  Mrs. Cook said that she is not sure 
but can check.  Mr. McGehee said that he also didn’t see what happens should the City go over 
the number of hours in the contract.  Mrs. Cook said that she believes it is at the $60/hr rate that 
is outlined in the contract. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he is not comfortable approving the contract if we don’t know 
where we are on the roll over hours. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if the service is prompt when requested.  Mrs. Cook said that it prompt and 
can be done remotely. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that he has some language changes and additions that he would like to 
include in the contract.  Mrs. Cook and Mr. McGehee will work on the changes. 
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Request for Training – OGFOA; Finance Clerk Vicki Emery:  The Oregon Government Finance 
Officers Association conference is being held October 9-11, 2017 in Portland.  This is a prime 
opportunity for Finance Clerk Vicki Emery to gain knowledge related to the position.  Mrs. Cook 
has reviewed the conference schedule and there are a number of sessions she would benefit 
from.  They include: 
 

• Governmental Accounting 101 
• Governmental Accounting 201 
• Hot Topics in Human Resources 
• Local Budget Law 101 
• How to Have an Effective Audit 
• Oregon Audits Division and Municipal Audit Law 

  
The full outline is included for review.  At this time we are requesting permission for Ms. Emery to 
attend the conference.  Funds are available in the budget.  Costs are estimated to be: 
 
 Registration -   $350.00 
 Lodging -   $585.00 
 Mileage -   $  84.00 
 Meals -    $  60.00 
 Total -              $1079.00 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if the lodging is for two nights.  Mrs. Cook said that it is for three. 
 
Councilor Keen asked whether Sunday night is needed since it is in Portland and whether there is 
a need to attend Wednesday’s sessions.  Mrs. Cook said that the drive can be done Monday 
morning with the final class Tuesday and coming home that evening. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he would be fine with her staying Sunday night so that she doesn’t have to 
deal with Portland traffic in the morning. 
 
Councilor Katlong moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to Authorize 
Attendance of the Oregon Government Finance Officers Association Conference for Vicki Emery 
with Only Monday Night Lodging.  The motion passed, (5:1) with Councilor Plotts voting nay 
because there is only one night of lodging. 
 
Request for Reduction of Water Charges – 932 SW Swift St.:  A letter requesting reduction of 
water charges for 932 SW Swift Street was provided for review.  The July billing was very large 
compared to usage history for this account, with 105 units of water showing as used.  Staff has 
reviewed the account and sent public works out to check the meter.  There is no sign of a leak or 
apparent reason for the high consumption. 
 
Jackie Megert, owner, has indicated that she was not home much during the month due to taking 
her father into Salem for health purposes.  Unfortunately, staff is unable to assist with any 
reduction because it is not a leak that caused the use.  Ms. Megert was advised to submit a 
request to the Council to consider a reduction. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he feels badly about this billing and believes the water was unintentionally 
used but felt the language in the letter was offensive. 
 
Councilor Trout asked if the charges are due to the water being shut off.  Mrs. Cook said that she 
does not believe the water was shut off, a shut off notice was hung. 
 
Councilor Trout asked if a reduction is a one time basis.  Mr. McGehee said that it has always 
been a case by case basis. 
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Mayor Kirsch asked what a typical high bill would be for this property.  Mrs. Cook said that the 
average is about seven units per month.  There have been high bills of 25 and 13 units in the past 
year.  Councilor Trout asked what last July’s use was.  Mrs. Cook said it was eight units. 
 
Councilor Keen moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong to Approve Reduction of 
Water Charges to the Amount of 20 Units for 932 SW Swift Street.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
List of On-Going Old Business Items:  The on-going business items listing was provided for 
information. 
 
OAMR Conference; September 20-22, 2017:  The Oregon Association of Municipal Recorders 
Conference is September 19-22, 2017 in Newport.  Mrs. Cook is unable to attend sessions on the 
21st due to a prior commitment.  However, she would like permission to attend the Academy 
Session on Wednesday, September 20th.  A session description was included.  Funds are 
available in the budget.  The cost is estimated to be: 
 
 Academy Registration -    $150.00 
 Mileage -     $122.00 
 Meals -      $  20.00 
 Lodging -     $137.00 
 Total -      $429.00 
 
Councilor Trout  moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts  to Authorize Attendance of the 
Oregon Association of Municipal Recorders Academy Session for Stacie Cook.  The motion 
passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Stop Sign Cost:  In July the stop sign at the corner of SW Evergreen Street and SW 2nd Avenue 
was knocked down by a Linn County Deputy as he was attempting to pursue suspect.  Public 
Works have since replaced the sign.  Cpt. Kevin Guilford has asked whether the City would like 
reimbursement for the cost.  Since the sign was in ill-repair and scheduled for replacement at 
some point anyway, Mrs. Cook wanted to bring this to Council to obtain directive.  The total cost 
for replacing the sign, including labor is $228.52. 
 
Consensus not to request reimbursement. 
 
Reid House Donation:  Mrs. Cook said that there is a meeting set tomorrow for Mr. Kinney, 
Frances Thomas, Lynda Harrington and herself to begin discussing The Reid House Committee. 
 
Mrs. Cook spoke with the attorney for the Reid family today and was advised that he is working to 
finalize the deed transferring the home and property to the City.  In addition, a letter was received 
from Oregon Community Foundation outlining the bequeathment terms.  Mayor Kirsch noted that 
the family has also been very generous and is donating a number of household items and artwork 
that were in the home. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked about recognizing the donation to the City via a resolution.  Mr. McGehee 
suggested that a proclamation would also be applicable. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
Court Nuisance Violations:  There are people who are going through court that have been unable 
to clean their property.  One option may be to pay for dumpsters to be brought in and work out a 
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payment arrangement for the costs.  There will also need to be an agreement that the property 
will not be in this state again. 
 
A deadline for completion of the clean up needs to be determined.  Mr. McGehee will meet with 
the residents and work out the agreement.  Mrs. Cook will also contact STR about the vehicles. 
 
Consensus to allow dumpster and payment arrangement. 
 
424 SW Cedar Street Update:  Mrs. Cook said that bids have not come in from the two 
companies she requested them from.  Our best option at this point is to bring in a Linn County 
Sheriff’s work crew and dumpsters to get the work done. 
 
Dangerous and Derelict Building Update:  Mrs. Cook said that the commercial property owner 
came in after the Council decided to move forward with further action on the property.  Since she 
had not yet spoken with Mr. McGehee about pursuing further action she allowed him to sign the 
agreement but advised that work had to commence and a positive forward movement shown in 
order to continue with no action.  The following week the owner called and requested an 
extension stating that nobody wanted to work in the smoke.  Mrs. Cook said that she advised the 
property owner that she would ask the Council but, considering that it has now been multiple 
months that we have been trying to obtain voluntary action, she highly doubted the Council would 
allow a further extension. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that even if the City goes in and does work it won’t start until at least 
November.  Councilor Baughman said that he does not believe the property is fixable so there is 
really no work the City can do.  Even if there is work, the City shouldn’t be the ones to decide 
what kind of materials are used. 
 
The property owner needs to be advised that we will be moving forward with enforcement on the 
dangerous building portion of the code.  Mrs. Cook said that she has already advised the property 
owner that we have began the process of having it declared a dangerous building through the 
County and this did not make any difference. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he thinks we should call the County Commissioners and ask them to help 
move the dangerous building process along. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch  and Councilor Katlong had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said there were two permits issued. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he has received positive comments about the progress going on at 
Santiam Pointe. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that there was damage to the pedestrian approach in Santiam Pointe.  Photos of 
the damage have been taken and emailed to the adjacent property owner, whose construction 
crew is thought to have caused the damage.   
 
Councilor Keen  said that she is doing research on Veteran’s Parks.  Memorial Wayside is the 
park being looked at.  Mrs. Cook said that Memorial Wayside Park was dedicated for Marion 
White for volunteers so this needs to be taken into consideration when determining which park to 
use. 
 
Councilor Plotts  said that she met with Neighborhood Watch and it was noted that a lot of the 
vehicles that have been broken into and items stolen, have not been locked.  Please lock your 
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vehicles.  Please also call if there is anything suspicious.  It is better to be proactive than to have 
thefts occur.  There was also discussion about putting together a forum to talk about issues that 
different groups can work together on. 
 
Councilor Trout  said that SW 2nd Avenue from Evergreen to Broadway is looking really rough.  
Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz would like to work with Linn County to do an overlay.  Mr. 
Foltz will look into cost for this work. 
 
Mr. Freeman said that SW High Street on the north end is starting to sink.  Mayor Kirsch said that 
he is on this street regularly but this is a low traffic area so it is lower priority. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None scheduled. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:54 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


