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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, September 10, 2019 
 
 
Council President Trout opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present 
were Janet Zeyen-Hall, Brett Katlong, Dawn Plotts, Tony Trout and Steve Winn.  Mayor Kirsch 
was excused.  Staff members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Jill Bird, Ann Carey, Earnest Freeman, Ashley Hamilton, Jimmy 
Jones, Linn County Sgt. Greg Klein, Roel Lundquist, Rich Moore and Shiana Weaver. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council President Trout added a payment to All Terrain Underground in the amount of $30,500 
for bore work done on NE 7th Avenue to item ‘b’, Approval of Accounts Payable, of the consent 
agenda. 
 
Councilor Katlong moved and was seconded by Councilor Winn, to approve items a; Approval 
of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of August 27, 2019, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, 
c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Report, August 2019, and d; Ratification of 
Planning Commission Approval of File No. 2019-11, Site Plan Adjacent to the North Santiam 
River for Construction of a New Home at 1345 SW Spring St., of the consent agenda.  Stacie 
Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:  Sgt. Greg Klein gave the Linn County Sheriff’s report for 
August.  Sgt. Klein said that one of the people riding the motorcycles on the sidewalks and 
around town was arrested today on a felony revoked license charge.  These motorcycles have to 
comply with state statute. 
 
There will be two deputies at the Centennial Celebration this coming Saturday. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if there is an update on the negotiations for the contract.  Sgt. Klein said 
that he believes that the agreement has been ratified and a letter should be coming to the City 
soon. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz gave a brief report on the 
following items: 
 
Pump Report – The difference is lower than normal but compensates for last month’s high 
percentage. 
 
Public Works Building – The utility lines have been dug in and a floor should be poured soon.  
Mrs. Cook said that the completion date for the building has been changed to mid-November. 
 
NE 7th Ave. Bore – This work has been completed and no issues arose during it. 
 
NE 5th Ave. Pavement Overlay – Still waiting for the bid package to do the overlay work.  A storm 
box is being built to go in the ditch line along the west side of this street. 
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Wells; Power Transformer – A transformer blew at the well site and had to be replaced.  This is 
fixed and back online. 
 
Locator Choices – Mr. Foltz provided two possible locators to purchase.  During the summer 
there may be four or five locates each day that need to be done. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked what the warranty on the locators is.  Mr. Foltz said that he did not ask 
about a warranty but will do so. 
 
Councilor Plotts moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong to Approve Purchase of 
Owen Equipment Line Locator in the Amount of $3270.00.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(5:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  None. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  Santiam Outreach Community Center. 
 
Jimmy Jones, Willamette Valley Community Action Center, said that he has a deep conviction to 
provide services to rural areas.  A homeless count within the Santiam Canyon was completed last 
year and it was found that there was a homeless population unknown to the Salem area.  The 
ARCHES program is able to put in about $6 Million per year into homeless services. 
 
The Santiam Outreach Community Center was opened a few weeks ago.  This center funnel 
dollars to assist with keeping people from becoming homeless; those who are in danger of 
becoming homeless or loosing housing.  There has only been about $30,000 spent in the 
Santiam Canyon in recent years.  This upcoming year it is hoped that this number will be tripled. 
 
Council President Trout asked if Stayton has a location such as this for homeless in their 
community.  Mr. Jones said that they do not because they are closer to Salem and services can 
be provided easier to the Stayton population. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked how the program finds out that someone may be on the verge of being 
homeless.  Mr. Jones said that sometimes there are referrals from agencies but most of the time 
it is self-referrals from those in need. 
 
Council President Trout asked what is done to accommodate those in need of housing when 
there is not available housing within the area.  Mr. Jones said that in this case the people are 
moved to areas where there are vacant houses. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee asked what is done when someone is evicted and the home is in 
such disrepair that no one should be living in it.  Mr. Jones said that they try to get these people 
into safe housing.  Mr. McGehee asked if a referral to legal aid is given to see if there is 
something that can be done about these places.  Mr. Jones said that they do refer but sometimes 
it is easier to just move the person/family. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked what lifetime assistance looks like within this organization.  Mr. Jones 
said that those with mental illness or habitual drug use may qualify for permanent support of 
housing for their life.  While this seems significant, when compared to the cost one person may 
put on the community just due to ER visits each year, there is a cost savings to house the person 
and provide services to assist with the mental health and/or addictions. 
 
Shiana Weaver, ARCHES Program Manager, said that on top of assessments and emergency 
financial assistance there will also be a safe place for people to have a mailbox, hygiene kits, 
baby items, food supplies, birth certificate program for those born in Oregon, veteran’s programs, 
rent classes and more.  There also will be assistance for completing applications to receive SNAP 
and similar programs. 
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Councilor Plotts asked about the mobile showers.  Mr. Jones said that the showers are fully self-
contained and would be brought to Mill City once a week or so for people in need of a hot shower 
to use. 
 
Jill Bird, ROCC, said that there is a computer room available for people to use and will assist with 
completing on-line applications as needed.  The program offers different activities for people to do 
that can sometimes act therapeutically.  ROCC is a peer led entity so everyone who volunteers 
there had been through something in their life that others can relate to. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
City Clerk/Reid House Facilitator State Date:  The newest employee of the City, Tree 
Fredrickson, will start work on Monday, September 16, 2019. 
 
SW Cedar Street SCA Grant Update:  The RFP for the SW Cedar Street Improvement Project 
has been issued.  Sealed bids are due by Tuesday, September 17, 2019 at 2:00 PM.  A bid 
opening will happen at that time and a Notice of Intent to Award should be issued by Wednesday, 
September 18, 2019, with the Council award of the contract at the September 24 meeting. 
 
Mill City Falls Parking:  David Kinney and Mrs. Cook had a phone conference with Pacific Power 
on Tuesday, September 3, 2019.  An update was provided based on the discussions held with 
Mike and Cathy Erdman and the City Council.  Pacific Power is looking into overall cost for 
completion of Phase One of the project and will advise the City once this has been determined. 
 
Pacific Power will also be working directly with the Erdman’s to draft an agreement which allows 
construction to begin as quickly as possible. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Request for Reduction of Water Charges – 365 NE 3rd Avenue; Krokoski:  A request for reduction 
of a water bill for 365 NE 3rd Avenue, Robert Krokoski, was submitted for Council consideration.  
Mr. Krokoski states that a hose was left on by his daughter and was not caught until 20 hours 
later.  The average summer consumption at this residence is 23 units.  The September billing is 
for 117 units.  This increased the cost by over $330.00.  Because this was a hose, staff does not 
have the ability to provide a leak reduction.  Council must determine whether any credit will be 
provided. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked how old the daughter is.  Mrs. Cook said that she does not know the 
daughter’s age but that she is over 18.  Councilor Katlong said that if she had been a child that 
may be cause for consideration of a reduction, but not an adult. 
 
Councilor Trout suggested offering a payment plan.  Consensus to deny request for reduction 
and offer a payment plan. 
 
Legislative Update:  Mrs. Cook said that the latest edition of the Local Focus magazine has an 
outline of legislative bills that could affect cities.  Many of the bills will not affect Mill City, however, 
there are a few that she wanted to point out so that Council is aware of the changes and potential 
impact to the City. 
 
HB 2306 – Effective January 1, 2010: The bill prohibits a city from denying building permits on the 
basis of full completion of infrastructure within a subdivision.  If a residential subdivision is 
constructed, a process must be in place to allow a builder to obtain building permits upon 
“substantial completion” of the infrastructure required for development.  The developer must 
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provide financial guarantee for incomplete work.  Certificates of occupancy may be withheld if all 
conditions of development have not been met. 
 
HB 2390 – Effective January 1, 2020: Requires public bodies to ensure that third party vendors, 
at all times, segregate public body funds from all other funds; hold public body funds in a 
segregated account on behalf of public body; deposit public body’s funds with qualified public 
funds depository.  There are alternatives for vendors should they be unable to meet these 
requirements, most involving collateral to protect the public funds.  This may be a bill that will 
affect the City as staff seeks a way to begin accepting electronic payments. 
 
HB 2415 – Effective January 1, 2020: Requires public contracting agencies to deposit retainage 
funds into an escrow account if a project value exceeds $500,000. 
 
HB 2769 – Effective September 29, 2019: Provides alternative qualification-based selection 
process for procuring certain professional services, including architectural and engineering.  
Existing process does not allow cost as a factor.  The new optional process allows for selection of 
up to three prospective consultants based on qualifications.  These consultants could then be 
asked to provide pricing information, which could be weighted at up to 15% of the final evaluation 
and score.  Mrs. Cook said that this is a positive change to the process. 
 
SB 479/726 – Multiple effective dates: Requires cities to implement polices to discourage, 
investigate and remedy harassment and discrimination in the workplace. City policies will need to 
be reviewed to see if they comply as written or if changes will be necessary. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
List of On-Going Old Business Items:  The list of on-going old business items was provided for 
review. 
 
Planning Commission 2019 Project Update: Mrs. Cook said that a projects update was provided 
to the Planning Commission at their September 3, 2019 meeting.  Staff felt this was a good item 
to provide to Council so that there is a clear understanding of workload within the office.  The 
outline shows how active staff has been processing land use applications and provides brief 
updates on outstanding items that the Planning Commission has been involved with. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that there have been twelve land use applications processed so far this year with 
five more coming in last week and the potential for at least four more very soon.  These 
applications must be processed in accordance with the state land use law, which requires a 
decision within 120 days, therefore, generally making these priority over other items of business 
that are being dealt with by staff. 
 
City Attorney Report:  Mr. McGehee said that the litigation we have been discussing is moving 
forward.  One has been served and the other should be soon. 
 
Councilor Trout said that the house on S 1st Avenue has gotten bad again and someone may be 
living in the motor home.  Mrs. Cook said that she has also heard that someone is living in the 
motorhome. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, said that in the past the City has been concerned with things 
happening within the UGB.  There is a piece of property on Lyons-Mill City Drive that is getting 
worse.  Parking is an issue at this site.  Mr. McGehee said that he can write a letter to Linn 
County advising them of the issue but if there are no ordinances being violated then it is likely 
nothing will be done. 
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BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 

 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall, Councilor Katlong, Councilor Plotts and Councilor Winn had nothing 
to report. 

 
Councilor Trout said that he received an email from the fire department regarding trees and 
bushes in need of trimming.  There are a number of streets in need of work done on the 
overhanging limbs in order to allow for emergency vehicles to pass.  This request also asked that 
basketball hoops be removed from the right-of-way. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No executive session held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


