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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, August 9, 2016 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, C. Michael Long and Roel Lundquist.  Penny A. Keen was 
excused.  Staff members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Sam Drevo, Dave Forward, Deputy Dan Graybill, Linn 
County Sheriff’s Office, Marge Henning, Brett Katlong, Nicole Katlong, Eric Monroe and Dawn 
Plotts. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz gave a brief report on the 
following items: 
 
Pump Report:  The pump/sale difference is down to 24%.  This may have something to do with 
having the meters read by the old meter reader and replacement of stopped meters with new 
working ones. 
 
State 2 DBP Water Testing:  Results have not yet come in for this testing.  Nitrate reports are in 
and are way under what is allowed. 
 
Public Works Maintenance Worker Review:  Discuss under New Business. 
 
Direct Responsible Charge (DRC) Change:  Mr. Foltz is now in charge of oversight of the WWTP.  
This saves the City $500 per month which was being paid to OAWU for oversight.  All of the 
appropriate paperwork has been sent in. 
 
Ken Kerry Classes – Operation of W/W Treatment Plants:  Mr. Foltz is taking classes online for 
operations certificates.  In speaking with DEQ’s certification representative she has agreed to 
combine all hours for water and wastewater.  The test will need to be taken after classes are 
completed. 
 
There is a class in Salem that costs $275.00 which is required prior to taking the certification test 
and is sponsored by OAWU which he would like permission to attend. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Authorize Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz’s Attendance at the OAWU Class.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Mayor Thacker asked about attendance at the next OAWU conference.  Mr. Foltz said that he 
does not believe he will need to attend because he is taking the Ken Kerry classes. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that OAWU is offering a new service which is an electrical study that is free.  This 
would help us to possibly streamline our electric use and lower costs.  Consensus to move 
forward with free electrical study. 
 
Mayor Thacker pulled item “p” under Old Business to review while Mr. Foltz is in attendance. 
 
At the July 12, 2016 meeting, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz presented a new standard for 
a driveway approach on an unimproved residential street.  Councilor Lundquist noted that the 
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standard conflicts with our written standard in that the sketch requires a minimum 12’ approach 
and the written standard requires a minimum 10’ approach. 
 
Mr. Foltz provided this comment to City Engineer John Ashley who explained that the written 
standard is referring to an improved street and clarified that our design standards do not address 
unimproved streets at all.  The sketch provided will remedy the lack of a standard for driveway 
approaches in areas where there are no curb and sidewalk. 
 
Mr. Foltz clarified that the 10’ approach standard applies to industrial, multi-family and 
commercial streets but there is no standard for residential.   
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to Adopt the Typical 
Residential Driveway Approach for Unimproved Streets Standard into the Mill City Public Works 
Design Standards.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Follis said that Fire Chief Leland Ohrt brought to her attention the spring on Santiam 
Pointe and asked if this has been tested to be sure it is not a leak and is in fact a spring.  Mr. 
Foltz said that it has been tested and keeps coming back negative for chlorine. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Baughman pulled item ‘a’ of the Consent Agenda. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis , to approve items b; Approval of 
Accounts Payable, c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, July 2016, d; 
Ratification of Council Consensus to Hire Austin Hicks for the Position of Seasonal Grounds 
Laborer and e; Approval of OLCC Liquor License Application for Sam’s Krispy Krunchy Chicken; 
218 NE Santiam Blvd, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed 
unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that when discussing the garbage fees with Mr. Kuenzi he asked about 
how much the City was receiving in franchise fees and would like this conversation in the 
minutes. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Long  to approve item a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of July 26, 2016, as amended.  The motion 
passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, said that she doesn’t see 
any update on the check that is being held for the Senior Meals program and that she feels we 
have an obligation to our Seniors, the Budget Committee approved this and it should be paid.  
Mrs. Carey said that whether or not a sponsorship is given elsewhere the City should still make 
this donation. 
 
Councilor Long said that Senior Meals has not made a request from the Senior Center and they 
need to do some outreach rather than just relying on the City. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that the Senior Meals program was to have a meeting today on this very 
subject.  Once an update is available Ruth Higgs, Mill City Coordinator, plans to give an update. 
 
Sam Drevo, NE Wall St, requested that that camping be allowed during the river festival that he is 
trying to make an annual event.  The event will be held on Labor Day weekend.  Mayor Thacker 
asked that a written request be provided to staff for consideration at the next meeting. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
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LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Dan Graybill, Linn County Sheriff’s Office gave the 
Sheriff’s report for July. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee said that the Sheriff’s Office is working the dog issues very hard. 
 
Brett Katlong, SW 3rd Avenue, said that his back yard abuts the Kingwood Court Apartments and 
most nights there is a lot of yelling and loud noises.  Deputy Graybill said that anytime there are 
concerns the Sheriff’s Office should be called. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that it was noted at the Fire Board meeting last night that there is a 
tenant that lives in these same apartments that calls 911 on a very regular basis.  There needs to 
be something done with people who abuse 911 with these frivolous calls.  Deputy Graybill said 
that there is a State statute that addresses abuse of 911 so it can be cited if it qualifies.  Mr. 
McGehee said that he will prosecute these if they come before the municipal court. 
 
Councilor Lundquist asked if Deputy Graybill is in this area most of the time.  Deputy Graybill said 
that he is a North County deputy and currently he is the only one in the area, splitting his time 
between Mill City, Scio and Lyons. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that he recently spoke with Santiam Canyon School District 
Superintendent Todd Miller and he indicated that he was very appreciative of the deputy who has 
been dropping into the schools during the school year.  Deputy Graybill said that both he and 
Deputy Chris Titus have done this. 
 
Dave Forward, SW Kingwood Ave, asked if there is a noise ordinance in Mill City.  Mr. McGehee 
said that there is but it is very hard to prove and prosecute.  Deputy Graybill said that there is no 
County ordinance. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Railroad Bridge Update/SOB:  The SOB Committee had a telephone meeting with Greg Ausland 
on Wednesday, August 3, 2016.  Mr. Ausland went over his proposal for the engineering on the 
railroad bridge as well as his suggestion of a design/build to keep costs low. 
 
A meeting with Building Commissioner Baughman was held Monday, August 8, 2016 to review 
the information and discuss the SOB’s thoughts and recommendations.  Mr. Ausland’s proposal 
was provided for Council review.  
 
Councilor Lundquist said that the Ausland proposal used a design/build process and gave an 
engineering design cost of $13,000 and a preliminary build cost of about $147,000.  Councilor 
Baughman has indicated that he has some issues with a design/build process.  After spending 
time with Dave Forward reviewing the proposal Councilor Lundquist said that the design/build 
process has merit but due to cost this may not be the time to continue forward with the work.  
There are a lot of factors to weigh when making a recommendation and it may be possible that 
we would have a better opportunity for design in the fall and construction in the spring. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked if one of the questions being considered is whether it makes sense to do 
this project in phases or all at once.  Councilor Lundquist said that he asked this question and 
was advised that because this phase is over dry land, no permits would be required and staging 
would be minimal so costs would not be much different than if it was done with the larger project. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that another issue to consider is that costs rise as time moves forward 
so the $400,000 may not be enough to do the work. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that his concern is that the $13,000 doesn’t give us a biddable 
document.  It would cost more to get a biddable document.  Mr. Forward said that this is the 
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advantage of a design/build.  The engineer has the knowledge and information necessary to 
ensure that the work can be done properly. 
 
Councilor Baughman is checking with a couple other companies that may be able to do this work. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that the bid is good through the end of December so we have some time 
to do further research. 
 
Councilor Long said that the email doesn’t explain why the costs are at $150,000 vs $100.000.  
Councilor Lundquist said that this was due to a conversation with Mr. Ausland about potential 
costs where he thought they may be around $100,000 but he found, upon request for further info, 
that it is higher. 
 
Water and Sewer Rate Study: No update at this time. 
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment:  Mr. McGehee said that we can now record the deed.  Mrs. Cook will 
get this taken care of. 
 
Public Works Building Replacement:  No update at this time. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked about the deck platform that needs to have a handrail.   Councilor 
Baughman said that he does not have any information at this time. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that he spoke with David Kinney about the public works building today and he 
stressed that we must ensure that any sub-contractors comply with the Davis-Bacon law.  A 
resolution will need to be passed before proceeding with this project. 
 
Income Study:  No update at this time. 
 
Public Works Supervisor Review:  Mayor Thacker said that this is still being held until a 
conversation with a CIS HR representative can be held. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the scores have been compiled and came back at 87% out of a possible 
100. 
 
Law Enforcement Services Options: No update at this time. 
 
Park Host Vacancy: No update at this time. 
 
WAVE Franchise Agreement: We have received a question or two about the article in the 
newsletter and have one written comment submitted.  Staff will wait for additional comments 
before proceeding to write a letter. 
 
Animal Codes: A memo from Councilor Lundquist outlining a possible code amendment to the 
City’s animal code that he and Councilor Keen recommend was provided to Council.  The 
recommendation includes reference to both Linn and Marion County’s dog control codes while 
explicitly outlining within the code that leashes are required within the corporate city limits of Mill 
City. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that the suggestion is to incorporate sections of both Counties codes.  
The main difference between the two is that Marion County allows a verbal leash where Linn 
County requires a physical leash.  The Mill City code has a definition of at large which indicates 
that a physical leash would be needed. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that there are some dogs that can be under verbal control but when it comes 
to trying to prove the case in court this makes it hard.  The preference would be that the dogs be 
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on an actual leash.  There may be a need to find a location to put up a dog park if a physical 
leash will be required. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he has asked if the WWTP leaching fields can be used for a dog park.  
Jeff Crowther, OAWU, said that this is a common use for leach fields. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz should have input on this since 
there are a lot of controls that are above grade.  The City owns property beyond the Scout Cabin 
and this may be an appropriate location for a dog park. 
 
Councilor Long said that he feels we should move forward with a leash law and finding a dog park 
location. 
 
Mrs. Carey said that dogs run all over her neighborhood and the owners don’t seem to care about 
keeping them inside their own yard. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that these dog at large citations are coming through the court system and the 
owners are being fined and made to pay restitution. 
 
Mr. McGehee will look at code language to deal with repeat offenders. 
 
Mr. Katlong said that his concern is that there are dogs that have been very aggressive and 
caused injury that are still out there.  Mr. McGehee said that part of the reason for this is that no 
complaints were made. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if there is any action after fines are paid.  Mr. McGehee said that the 
owners are on probation. 
 
Councilor Long said that we will inconvenience those owners who do have verbal command of 
their dogs but we need to address the aggressive dogs that are running at large. 
 
Mr. Katlong asked if it is known how many hours animal control spends in Mill City.  Mayor 
Thacker said that it is mostly on a complaint basis. 
 
Eric Monroe, NE Wall Street, said that most of the pit bulls he sees are on leash but adopting 
strict laws for those who violate the law is necessary. 
 
Linn County Sheriff’s Substation: Councilor Lundquist said that in his memo to Council recently 
he indicated that he doesn’t feel that this item should be under just his review as the Police 
Commissioner. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked if this is something the public work department could do.  Councilor 
Baughman said that they could do the demolition. 
 
Councilor Lundquist will speak with Captain Guilford to see if the Sheriff’s Office is willing to put 
any dollars toward this project and, if so, how much. 
 
Finance Clerk Vacancy:  Mayor Thacker has contacted CIS and LOC to obtain a “professional” 
opinion on this position; the duties, skillset and hours which it should include.  In addition, 
Councilor Lundquist suggested contact the Local Government Personnel Institute (LGPI) to see if 
they might be of assistance in this matter.  Information from LGPI to have them perform an 
organizational analysis.  Should the Council decide to go this route, or if there will be any further 
delay otherwise in making a decision about the finance position staff asks that we hire a temp 
worker to cover the financial duties until final decisions are made. 
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Mayor Thacker said that from the research he has done he doesn’t think there is any question 
that this should be a full time position.  In cities of similar size and utilities it is very common to 
have three and sometimes four employees.  Questions that need to be answered include is there 
a skillset that we need to look for that we are not at this time.  Some things that he would like to 
see are formal training and education in their field, back up for the City Recorder in some of the 
more complex functions of the City and potentially even someone who has experience in grant 
writing.   LGPI offers similar things as the League of Oregon Cities but also include additional 
training options for public works and office staff.  The cost for the organizational analysis is more 
than anticipated but Mayor Thacker feels there is a validity to having at least some form of the 
analysis done. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that he feels that the amount of money that would be required even on 
the least costly plan is something that is not necessary to be expended at this time.  We are 
working with one less staff person and the position has been advertised with the key criteria that 
is needed to fill this position.  The key factor we are looking for at this juncture is someone with 
accounting skills and someone that can help deal with the public.  Spending $5000 is not 
warranted at this time.  This should have been done as soon as a resignation was given if it was 
to be done. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that we can look at getting a temp worker in to assist in taking the work load 
off of the remaining staff. 
 
Councilor Long said that this proposal is a major cost and the thing that struck him is that it 
doesn’t say what benefits will come out of this work.  If it were to be done it will be a time 
consuming process.  Right now the Council needs to decide what hours City Hall may or may not 
be closed, whether we will set interviews, who will be on the interview panel and if a temp should 
be hired. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that another question is if we want to receive further information on what this 
LGPI process would be. 
 
Councilor Follis said that even if interviews were held and an employee was hired they would not 
be able to be on board, trained and ready to assist with an audit before September 4, 2016.  
There doesn’t seem to be a reason why we shouldn’t at least get more information on the LGPI 
proposal. 
 
Mrs. Carey asked if the salary that if being offered is enough to get the person with the skillset the 
Council wants noting that on the job training is the most important factor in an employee’s ability 
to do the job.  Mrs. Carey said that she doesn’t see our budget able to support the cost of the 
LGPI proposal. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that having the necessary training and experience before the on the job 
training is a critical aspect, adding that he wants to be sure that the City does its due diligence 
and makes the right decision for the City.  Mayor Thacker recommended getting outside 
assistance to make this decision that will be unbiased. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the LGPI representative will meet with the Council to review the proposal 
prior to the Council making a decision. 
 
Consensus to set meeting to hear the LGPI proposal. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that we should move forward with a temp.  Councilor Long asked what time 
period, how many hours and who is going to supervise the temp. 
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Councilor Long asked how long Mrs. Cook will be gone for vacation.  Mrs. Cook said that she will 
only be gone next week and added that at this point it makes no sense to try to hire a temp for 
next week. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that her preference would be to hire someone.  We know what skillsets we need, 
such as grant writing, which is a higher skillset than others.  The LGPI proposal is a lot of money 
that doesn’t need to be spent. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that if a decision to hire someone is not going to be made then we will need to 
hire a temp.  However, if we are going to proceed with hiring someone then it may not be 
necessary. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that he would like to see City Hall close at 4:00PM with the possibility of 
being closed at lunch.  Councilor Baughman said that he would like to see City Hall closed from 
10:00AM to 2:00PM to give staff time to get work done.  Mrs. Cook said that closing for four hours 
is not feasible for service to the public. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that at the last meeting the Council asked for an answer to possible 
closures last week so they could be advertised and that did not happen.  Mrs. Cook said that, as 
explained at the last meeting, it is too hard to be closed for multiple hours and try to get 
customers to come back later rather than being served.  Utility Billing Clerk Kimberley Johnson 
has requested that she be allowed to close City Hall at 4:00PM during the week Mrs. Cook is 
gone.  Mrs. Johnson also knows that she will need to make a brief closure during the lunch hour 
to grab lunch and run errands. 
 
Councilor Long said that we should be closed at lunch and recommended the mail pick up be 
changed to public works stating that it makes no sense for the office staff to leave the building to 
get the mail when public works drives by multiple times each day. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked if there is any reason during the week Mrs. Cook is on vacation that public 
works couldn’t check the mail and take deposits to the bank.  Mrs. Cook said that our auditor 
would likely not want deposits done this way.  Councilor Long agreed.  Mrs. Cook said that the 
same thing goes for the mail; we receive checks for thousands of dollars and having the office 
staff get the mail ensures that nothing gets lost in transition.  
 
Councilor Follis asked how long Mrs. Johnson goes to lunch and if it would be feasible to close 
City Hall for lunch and to run errands.  Mrs. Cook said that she would recommend, in case there 
are issues, the lunch closure be noted as an hour and a half or two hours but running errands and 
grabbling lunch doesn’t normally take that long. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that a reason to close at 4:00PM until hiring occurs is because we only 
have two people in the office.  With three people there should be no reason why we can’t stay 
open until 5:00PM. 
 
Councilor Lundquist moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to Close City Hall 
Between 12:00 Noon and 1:30 PM and at 4:00PM Until a Permanent Employee is Hired 
Beginning Monday, August 15, 2016.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Mayor Thacker will contact LGPI to set a meeting to review their proposal.  Councilor Lundquist 
said that Mrs. Cook needs to be involved in this meeting so it should happen when she is back 
from vacation.  Mrs. Cook said that the next regular meeting is the 23rd and suggested having the 
presentation then.  Councilor Long said that if it will be a lengthy meeting he would prefer it be a 
different night. 
 
Mrs. Cook will look into options for a temp and let Council know what is available. 
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Councilor Long said that if interviews will not be set anytime soon then the applicants need to be 
advised of this.  It makes sense to schedule interviews and at that time the applicants can be 
advised of the delayed time line. 
 
Staff will send a letter to all applicants that advises them of the delay in interviewing. 
 
Ordinance No. 3XX – Dangerous and Derelict Buildings: Ordinance No. 3XX was presented at 
the last meeting for possible first reading by title only.  During the discussion Councilor 
Baughman indicated that he has questions about the language and issues with items that he 
feels are missing and should be included, noting specifically that he believes there should be a 
definition of the “Derelict Building Committee” outlining who serves on the committee as well as 
more specificity on what constitutes a violation. 
 
As agreed during the meeting, Ann Carey, Planning Commission Chair, advised Mr. Kinney that 
there are still concerns with the language and that questions would be forthcoming. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that on page 15 of the code it talks about the derelict building committee 
stating that he would like to see the Mayor make the appointments to the committee and two of 
the members on the committee should always be the Mayor and the Building Commissioner.  In 
addition, a Planning Commissioner and potentially a citizen. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that he doesn’t see the need for more than one Council person and the 
Building Commissioner would be adequate.  It could be a conflict to a certain extent to have more 
than one member of the Council on this committee if the Council will act as the hearings officer. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that the hearings officer will take testimony and develops findings of fact.  The 
Council can be the hearings officer or it can go to circuit court. 
 
Councilor Long said that the committee should be limited to one councilor so that we can keep 
costs limited for a hearings officer. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that the decision of the hearings officer is final the way the code is written. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked about Section 15.10.030 and whether a time frame should be added.  Mr. 
McGehee said that the language in the code is clear enough and that it would be hard to put a 
specific time line in place since different projects take different time to complete. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that there are many sections that are ambiguous related to materials 
that need to be defined further. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked Mr. McGehee if the way the ordinance is drafted gives him the teeth to go 
after people with boarded up windows. 
 
Mr. Katlong said that there are homes that will still be an eyesore even if commercial properties 
are cleaned up.  How well will this be enforced toward private citizens or landlords?  Councilor 
Baughman said that this can be very overwhelming.  Mr. Katlong asked if the City will be going 
after homeowners.  Mayor Thacker said that our budget will in no way be able to cover the costs 
of going after all of the homes in Mill City but we have to start somewhere. 
 
Ordinance No. 3XX – Illegal Burning: Ordinance No. 3XX was presented at the July 26th meeting 
for possible first reading by title only.  It was determined that any action should be held until the 
Fire Department Board was able to fully review the modifications to the documents.  The 
Ordinance and supporting MOU were sent to the Fire Department.  A response was provided 
today stating that the Fire Board has no issues with the final draft of the code as long as the 
citations are issued and followed through with in a timely manner. 
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Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis to Read Ordinance No. 3XX for 
First Reading by Title Only.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Lundquist moved and was seconded by Councilor Long  to Approve the Letter of 
Understanding that was Approved at the Fire Board Meeting Last Night.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook read Ordinance No. 3XX by title only. 
 
Accela (Springbrook) Software: Staff has been hearing rumors about Accela, formerly 
Springbrook and growing pains that they are having with the switch.  Council directed staff to 
contact our auditor to see if they have any recommendations for possible software companies 
that would work for our community.  Glen Kearns, Accuity, responded with an outline of four 
potential software companies; AccuFund, Caselle, Centerpoint Fund Accounting and USTI/Asyst, 
and a note that he, too, has heard about potential issues with Accela. 
 
Mr. Kearns also noted that he had just heard of a new cloud based accounting package coming 
on the market called TownCloud.  The software is not yet fully operational.  However, the 
company is looking for a “Customer Council” to provide thoughts and suggestions for developing 
their software.  Coincidentally, Scott Stickel, VP Sales and Marketing stopped in at City Hall on 
Wednesday and spoke with Mrs. Cook about their software as well. 
 
Mr. Stickel was the VP of Sales with Springbrook for 18 years and left about three years ago 
when he noticed a shift in their focus and service.  Mr. Stickel indicated that he has also heard 
that the change included stepping back from a focus on the finance end of the software. 
 
Mr. Stickel and Mrs. Cook had a short discussion about the TownCloud software including the 
option of signing up for the “Customer Council”, which is a no risk, zero obligation option for us to 
have input into the writing of the program, time to review the software free of charge and 50% off 
of the subscription price for life. 
 
The “Customer Council” agreement has been reviewed by City Attorney Jim McGehee.  Mr. 
McGehee said that he doesn’t see any issue with signing up for this program. 
 
Councilor Long said that based on the information he has this seems like it is worth moving 
forward with. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked about the trial period.  Mrs. Cook explained that the software will be 
written with the assistance of the cities who sign up to be consultants.  Once written then the 
cities can begin the three month trial period. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Sign Up for the Early 
Adopter/Customer Council Registration.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Typical Residential Driveway Approach for Unimproved Streets Standard: Discussed above. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request for Waiver of Leak Charges – 925 SW Linn Place: Whit and Patty McGuire, owners of 
925 SW Linn Place, have submitted a request for additional waiver of leak charges.  Mr. and Mrs. 
McGuire found the possibility of a leak when their July bill arrived.  Upon noticing the increased 
billing they immediately began searching for a leak.  They quickly found a large leak in the main 
service line to their home.  The lead was fixed within a week.  By this time, however, their August 
bill was even higher. 
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The resulting bills were 31 and 155 units, respectively, of water with a total cost of $629.04. A 
leak credit has been given of the 50% allowed under the City’s code for both months’ 
consumption. 
 
When staff issues a leak credit the average use per month based is used as the base figure to 
determine the leak amount.  The average consumption for the McGuire’s is 5 units.  A 50% credit 
on the total leak amount is placed on the affected account.  The leak credit given so far is $37.05 
and $213.75 for the two months.  This leaves a remaining balance of $250.80 in leak charges. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Long  to Authorize an Additional 
Credit Lowering the Total Due to the McGuire’s Highest Bill of 13 Units for Water Charges at 925 
SW Linn Place.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
UB/Court Clerk Review: Discussion held until later date. 
 
Councilor Long said that Section 7.10 of the personnel handbook states that salary increases are 
solely based on merit and not on time spent on the job.  Mr. McGehee said that there is a huge 
conflict in the language in that it states a performance appraisal is satisfactory. 
 
Councilor Long said that it also needs to be taken into account that in the next year or two local 
governments will be hit with a substantial hit on PERS and this accounts to a two or three step 
raise. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that one of the reasons to meet with the HR representative is to put 
something in place that can be used and is understandable to the staff so the know what to 
expect for possible raises. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that the word merit seems to be the lynchpin on this and in the past this 
was used because you were supposed to be given a raise on merit and not just nepotism or 
favoritism.  The way merit is defined really needs to be looked at because it is a little broader than 
just learning something; loyalty goes into this as well. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that there will need to be something put into place so that raises are done 
equally across the board. 
 
Public Works Maintenance Worker Review: Held until later date. 
 
OAMR Conference – Ashland, OR: The OAMR Conference is scheduled for September 20-23, 
2016 in Ashland.  Mrs. Cook received a full scholarship for registration and has a room free of 
charge should she be authorized to attend.  However the educational information that Council has 
requested in the past is not available at this time. 
 
In addition, in light of the recent resignation of our finance clerk and the increased responsibilities 
Mrs. Cook must complete, she indicated that she is not comfortable leaving the office at this time.  
Should we be successful in hiring a new employee or finding a way to cover the bulk of these 
duties, Mrs. Cook may reconsider and make a request of the Council.  
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Vacation; August 12-19, 2016: Mrs. Cook will be out of the office the week of the 15th. 
 
4th of July Report: An outline of revenues and expenditures for the 2016 4th of July Celebration 
was provided.  Expenditures were quite a bit higher this year than in past years, partly due to 
purchase of tee shirts and replacement items from the fire. 
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Expenditures exceeded revenues by roughly $2000.  However, if the fire replacement items were 
not necessary we would have almost broke even. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he would like to see a breakdown of the fire replacement costs.  
Mrs. Cook will gather this information. 
 
Councilor Long said that the bottom line is that we were over budget and the staff time doesn’t 
reflect in what should be a volunteer event. 
 
Blood Drive: The American Red Cross Blood Drive was held Wednesday, August 3, 2016 at City 
Hall.  There was a steady stream of people coming in throughout the afternoon and they were 
able to collect 17 units of blood.  This event was organized entirely by the American Red Cross 
with no staff time involved other than the time after 5:00PM.  Mrs. Cook said that they may be 
looking to hold another drive here in the future. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
424 SW Cedar Street:  An early resolution conference is set for Monday. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker  said that he was sent a letter from the American Legion requesting permission to 
use the City of Mill City logo as a sponsor/support for a North Santiam Veterans expo event that 
will be held in Lyons.  Consensus to allow use of the logo. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said that there were three permits this month.   
 
Councilor Follis  said that we should be getting the hydrant report at the end of the month. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that there were no hydrants replaced last year.   
 
Councilor Long  had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Lundquist  said that Linn County Sheriff’s Office is having a Citizens Academy this 
winter on Tuesdays from 9AM to 12PM and suggested that this is something that all Councilors 
could attend. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the Planning Commission has the ability to have a member that is 
not in the UGB or City and this needs to be fixed.  These people shouldn’t be able to make rules 
that they don’t have to follow. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No executive session held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


