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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, August 28, 2018 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Brett Katlong, Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Staff members in 
attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Janet Zeyen-Hall, Roel Lundquist, Linn County Commissioner 
Roger Nyquist and Jackie Skaw. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Mayor Kirsch said that there is a revised page for the minutes that was passed out.  The water 
rate information has been changed to reflect correct numbers. 
 
Councilor Baughman Pulled item ‘b’. 
 
Councilor Plotts moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong, to approve items a; Approval 
of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of August 14, 2018, c; Ratification of Planning 
Commission Approval of Land Use File No. 2018-07 Carmona Minor Partition; 622 SE 4th 
Avenue, d; Ratification of Council Consensus to Proceed with Pre-Engineering and Surveying 
Work for Safe Routes to School Grant Application, and e; Acceptance of Resignation of Elaina 
Turpin From The Reid House Committee, Effective August 22, 2018, of the consent agenda.  
Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that some of the items that are in the payables were bid out at an 
earlier time and that it would be nice to see the original bid price with the invoice so that it does 
not have to be asked for from the Public Works Supervisor. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to approve item, b; 
Approval of Accounts Payable.  The motion passed, (6:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  None. 
 
LINN COUNTY COMMISSIONER UPDATE – Roger Nyquist:  Mr. Nyquist handed out a copy of 
the first draft of the Tiger Grant construction schedule to Council stating that things are moving 
forward, though slowly. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist gave a brief update on the Corp of Engineers cooling tower issue.  The 
Corp has acknowledged that they have no idea what the impact on agriculture will be in terms of 
dollars and cents. 
 
The class action lawsuit for the timber issue may go to trial in January or February.  Things are 
looking positive in favor of Linn County and those in the suit. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist said that HB 2017 was a transportation package that included a payroll tax 
for transit.  The estimated impact on Linn County is an increase of $1,000,000, which doubles the 
money spend in the county.  The question that needs answered is how should the additional 
money be spent?  It makes more sense to put money toward the current Cherriots service in the 
canyon rather than bringing another bus up to transport people to Albany. 
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Councilor Baughman said that he had someone call him and stated that State Forestry will be 
locking their gates, not manage the roads and allow timber companies who have timber behind 
the gates to manage the roads.  This would not allow the public to have access to these grounds. 
Commissioner Nyquist said that having private timber companies manage the timber would be 
good because it would generate revenue but he does not know about locking off gates.  
Commissioner Nyquist will look into this.  This can’t just be done because it is the publics. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that having Linn County oversee the Tiger grant is great for the City. 
 
Mrs. Cook asked if there is still movement on the e-permitting that was being worked on this past 
year.  Commissioner Nyquist said that it is moving forward and should be up and running this fall. 
 
Mrs. Cook asked how the electronic permitting will work with contract cities.  Commissioner 
Nyquist will look into this. 
 
RESOLUTION NO 831 – WATER RATES:  Mrs. Cook said that there is a revised page for 
Resolution No. 831 for the Council to review.  This modifies Section 7 to state that the CPI 
increase begins in 2023. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the reason for including Section 7, which allows an increase per the CPI, is to 
ensure that we do not get into the same predicament that we are currently in, where rates haven’t 
been raised for nine years.  Councilor Baughman said that he doesn’t like that rates can 
automatically increase without the Council having to review them.  Mrs. Cook said that the 
Council can always decide not to increase rates with the language that is in the resolution. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked if this is something that would be brought before Council for review 
before it were to take place.  Mrs. Cook said that she can’t guarantee that because she may not 
be around in five years.  However, this is something that can and should be discussed during the 
budget process, which would bring the matter forth and allow Council to decide how to proceed. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he won’t vote for the resolution with the automatic increase in it.  
The rate study that was done should be used to determine where we are at with our revenues 
before increasing rates after the five years outlined in the resolution. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he believes programs sunset but this is the water department, which is on-
going as long as the City owns the water department. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he would be okay with the resolution if the language said it had to 
come back before Council to implement the additional increase. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that when we get behind and there has to be a catch up this is when things are 
bad.  Implementing a dollar a year or so can be done.  Councilor Baughman said in reviewing the 
rate study, in five years we should know where we are at.  The CPI isn’t a guaranteed percent, it 
is based on something we have no control over.  Mayor Kirsch said that our costs are looked at 
through the budgetary process every year.  Councilor Baughman said this didn’t work for nine 
years.  Mayor Kirsch said we did look at it over the nine years there just wasn’t ever anything 
done about it and times when it was shot down by the Council.  This kept us going backwards for 
these nine years. 
 
Mrs. Cook suggested modifying Section 7 to read “to be reviewed during budget process”.  
Councilor Baughman said he does not agree with that language.  The language should force the 
Council to review the rates and our costs. 
 
Councilor Trout said that if every year after the final increase the automatic increase goes before 
Council to vote on then the people have an opportunity to speak. 



 

City of Mill City 

Minutes of the City Council 

August 28, 2018  Page 3 of 6  

Councilor Katlong said that he thinks the CPI increase should be included as long as there is a 
review by the Council every few years.  Councilor Baughman said that he wants it to have to be 
reviewed and decided on at that time with some input put into it. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that this is a fairly substantial increase and there was hardly anyone here to 
speak to it. 
 
Mrs. Cook suggested changing Section 8 to read “Water rates shall be reviewed by the City 
Council at an open Council meeting on an annual basis, beginning in 2023 before said increase 
shall take effect.”  Section 8 original language would then be changed to Section 9.  Councilor 
Baughman said that this is perfect; exactly what he wanted. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the review should be a public hearing.  We have to hold a public 
hearing for garbage rates.  Mrs. Cook said that we aren’t required to hold a hearing for water 
rates.  Councilor Katlong asked if we are for sanitation.  Mrs. Cook said that we aren’t required to 
hold a hearing, the Council must authorize rate increases, which is why it is on the agenda. 
 
Roel Lundquist said that the rate review can be coordinated with the budget hearing, which is 
advertised for public comment.  Councilor Baughman said that he doesn’t like this because there 
is so much going on at that time. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked for those who believe the increase should stop at five years and the process 
is started over again to state so.  Councilor Katlong said that he thinks it should be brought up for 
review.  Councilors Baughman and Trout both indicated they think the increase should stop. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the rates and funds should be reviewed to make sure they are 
being spent prudently and the increases are doing what they are supposed to have done.  Mayor 
Kirsch said the review for this happens each year during the budget process.  Councilor 
Baughman said that it didn’t for nine years.  Mrs. Cook said that it was done in the nine years as 
she regularly advised the Council that rate increases were needed and she was never authorized 
to look into a rate study.  Councilor Baughman said that he’s only heard of it for the past two 
years.  Mayor Kirsch said he has heard it a lot longer than that and has seen it stopped a few 
times.  With that, we got in arrears. 
 
Janet Zeyen-Hall, SE Kingwood Ave, said that as a citizen she would rather see the increase 
continue so that it is done in small increments rather than having a big jump down the line. 
 
Councilor Keen said that that the Forest Service uses the CPI for increases all of the time and the 
percentage is so small that it is unnoticed by customers. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that Mrs. Zeyen-Hall has a valid point and he would change his vote to 
reflect this. 
 
Councilor Keen moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts to Approve Resolution No. 831 
– Water Rates, as Modified. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the resolution will be change to, Section 8 to read “Water Rates Shall be 
Reviewed by the City Council at an Open Council Meeting on an Annual Basis, Beginning in 2023 
Before Said Increase Shall take Effect.”  Section 8 Original Language is Changed to Section 9. 
 
Mayor Kirsch called for the vote.  The motion passed, (6:0). 
 
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING UPDATE:  Councilor Baughman said that he picked up the 
engineered plans for the pole building today.  However, they haven’t been reviewed by the Public 
Works Supervisor yet.  The truss engineering have not yet been provided.  Copies of the plans 
will be left at City Hall for review. 
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NUISANCE/DANGEROUS & DERELICT BUILDING CODES:  The Council discussed reviewing 
the City’s nuisance code to see what can be changed in order to tighten up the processes.  Mrs. 
Cook also mentioned that the dangerous and derelict building code needs to be reviewed and 
revisions made.  The Planning Commission has also expressed concern with the nuisance code 
and if there are ways to include language that will help to deal with landlord/tenant issues in town. 
 
This topic was discussed briefly at the August 21, 2018 Planning Commission meeting and it is 
agreed that revisions to the code are imperative to helping clean up our community in an efficient 
and timely manner.  The Planning Commission will include both codes on their next agenda to 
begin reviewing the language.  Once modifications have been made, which staff is hopeful will 
include a specific time frame, the newly drafted language will be brought to Council for review. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the Planning Commission will use the Corvallis livability code as an example 
to see if there are items that can be incorporated into our codes. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he would like to see costs for dealing with nuisance abatement in the code 
as well. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he wants to make sure that the codes address landlord/tenant 
issues as well.  Tenants have more rights than landlords and we need to be cautious of this.  
Councilor Baughman said that he doesn’t know if anyone on Planning Commission has any 
landlord/tenant knowledge.  Mrs. Cook said that Woody Koenig does have some knowledge of 
this. 
 
Councilor Trout asked if the landlord on SE 3rd and SE Ivy has given an eviction notice to the 
people.  If not, then he should be held liable for it.  An honest attempt to deal with problem 
tenants should be considered. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the property owner and “tenant” of SE 3rd Avenue have been served their 
notice of court proceedings.  They have 30 days to answer.  This would be mid-September. 
 
It was suggested that the City Attorney look into using a private server to serve court notices. 
 
Mrs. Cook said if an answer is provided within the time frame then we must move ahead with 
setting a pre-trial hearing.  If there is no answer provided then we can move ahead faster. 
 
ELECTION FILING:  We have candidates for each of the vacant seats.  Tim Kirsch for Mayor and 
Janet Zeyen-Hall, Tony Trout and Steve Winn for the Council seats. 
 
PACIFIC POWER REQUEST FOR EASEMENT:  Earlier this summer Mayor Kirsch and Mrs. 
Cook met with Alan Meyer, Pacific Power, to discuss potential sites for fast car charging stations 
within the City.  Pacific Power is looking to install a number of these stations throughout the state 
and Mr. Meyer felt that Mill City was a prime location as it is at the edge of their service area and 
a mid-point between Salem and Bend. 
 
The preference was for City-owned locations so that there were no private property issues.  
There were a number of sites viewed including the unimproved NE 5th Avenue right-of-way, the 
curved parking along 1st Avenue and Broadway, the newly acquired lot off of Hwy 22 and the 
eastern edge of Mill City Falls Park, where plans are in the works to develop private parking 
adjacent to it. 
 
Mr. Meyer contacted Mrs. Cook yesterday and advised that those reviewing possible sites would 
like to further explore the area at Mill City Falls Park.  This is a prime location as it affords those 
using the charging stations many options for their time while waiting for the charging to complete.  
In addition, with the private parking lot to be developed just east of the park, Planner Dave Kinney 
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and Mrs. Cook discussed the potential to work with the property owner to include a portion of the 
City’s land in the parking area, which would increase the number of spaces available for use. 
 
All said, Pacific Power is requesting that the Council consider granting an easement to them for 
the fast charging stations.  We do not yet have specifics on area size but am told that they would 
be looking at installing two level 3 DC fast charges and one level 2 charger with two parking 
spaces per charger, for a total of six. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked who would be responsible for the chargers should there be vandalism.  
Mayor Kirsch said that they would be owned by Pacific Power so it would be their responsibility. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that we have not received any information about the width or length of easement 
they would need.  This is simply a request to see if the Council would be interested in the 
possibility of working with Pacific Power to possibly install the charging stations. 
 
Concerns regarding the minimal amount of parking were raised.  It was noted that the access to 
the park and pump station would be lessened with parking placed there.  Mayor Kirsch said that 
the plan is to place the parking spaces along the fence line, which would lessen the impact. 
 
Consensus to have more information brought to Council. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she asked Steve Winn, SAW, to provide estimates for trees that need to be 
taken care of.  One area is off of NW Beech Street where there is a large grouping of trees that 
are rotting from the inside.  The cost estimate to remove this tree is $2180.00.  This would include 
brining in a bucket truck and killing the stump so it doesn’t regrow. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that with Mr. Winn running for Council this needs to be put out to bid.  
Councilor Katlong agreed.  Mrs. Cook will obtain additional bids. 
 
The second section of trees is up by the north reservoir.  There are about nine trees there that 
need to be removed.  The estimate for this work is between $1000.00 and $3000.00, depending 
upon whether the trees are left or removed from the property.  There will be flaggers required to 
do this work because it may affect Hwy 22.  Mrs. Cook will work on getting bids on this work as 
well. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that Jon Hoeye, SW Cedar Street, has retained an attorney.  Unfortunately, the 
attorney has a conflict with the date of the hearing that has been set so there may be a delay on 
this matter. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she and Mr. Foltz met with Sam Drevo, Rebecca McCoun, North Santiam 
Watershed Council and a friend of Mr. Drevo’s, Mason Lacy, who is a civil engineer.  The group 
walked to review the concrete wall that is falling into the river and along Elizabeth Creek.  The 
end result was to try to set a meeting with the different property owners that may be affected as 
well as agencies who may be able to assist with funding. 
 
There are a couple of grants that may work for this, one being a Travel Oregon grant for up to 
$20,000 in assistance for planning.  Mr. Drevo would like to apply for this grant and has asked for 
a letter of support from the City.  The intent would be to use the funds to draft an initial concept 
design.  From there, the concept design would be used to apply for an OWEB grant to complete 
the final design. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked what would happen if the grant is awarded and then the Council decided 
not to move forward with design.  Mrs. Cook said that we would have to then have a conversation 
with Mr. Drevo as the grant would be his, not the City’s. 
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Councilor Baughman said that we would have no control over who would do the planning or what 
the design would be. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he is alright with Mr. Drevo moving forward as long as it doesn’t commit 
the City to anything. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if we would have any control over who designed the fix if he received 
the grant.  Mrs. Cook said that while the work may be done, it doesn’t commit the City to using 
the design. 
 
No letter of support to be provided. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that there is a water line off of Broadway that has a leak in it.  There are 
three repair bands and there is another leak, possibly two, with a repair band that looks to be 
leaking.  Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz would like to replace this line since it is already 
opened up.  It will be around 100’ of line. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that Mueller is running a special on electronic meters.  The package is 40 
meters and software for $11,000.  The special runs until the end of September.  Mayor Kirsch 
said that buying 40 meters at a time would take 20 years to replace them all and by that time the 
technology is outdated. 
 
Councilor Keen said that there are a lot of water leaks in Kimmel Park.  The park rules don’t 
address driving in the park and it should have a liability statement for broken water line and other 
damage.  The form needs revised. 
 
Councilor Baughman will not be at the next meeting. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


