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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, August 27, 2019 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Janet 
Zeyen-Hall, Brett Katlong, Dawn Plotts, Tony Trout and Steve Winn.  Staff members in 
attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz and City 
Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Scott Baughman, Ann Carey, Randall Craig, Earnest Freeman, 
Robert Johnston, Sgt. Greg Klein, Linn County Sheriff’s Office and Roel Lundquist. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Kirsch pulled item ‘f’ of the consent agenda, stating that there is additional information that 
needs to be included for this.  
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong, to approve items a; Approval 
of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of August 13, 2019, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, 
c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Report, June, 2019, d; Acceptance of 
Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Report, July 2019, and e; Approval of OLCC Liquor License 
Renewals for the Following Businesses: 

i. Mill City Market (off site)   829 S 1st Ave. 
ii. Trio Tavern (off site/on site)   815 SW Linn Blvd and, 

of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mayor Kirsch stated that the candidate chosen for the City Clerk/Reid House Facilitator is 
Theresa Fredrickson and the starting wage is recommended at Step 1, $16.87/HR. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he is abstaining from this vote because Theresa Fredrickson is his 
aunt. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall said that this was a hard decision as there were two very qualified 
applicants. 
 
Councilor Plotts moved and was seconded by Councilor Zeyen-Hall to approve item f; 
Ratification of Recommendation to Hire Theresa Fredrickson to Fill the Vacant City Clerk/Reid 
House Facilitator Position, With a Starting Wage of Step 1; $16.87/HR, Subject to a Background 
Check  The motion passed, (5:0:1) with Councilor Katlong abstaining. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:  Sgt. Greg Klein gave the Linn County Sheriff’s report for 
the month of July.  There were a couple of altercations during the 4th of July event that are still 
being investigated. 
 
Councilor Trout asked about the person riding on a motorcycle on sidewalks.  Sgt. Klein will bring 
this up to the north county deputies and see if contact can be made with the rider. 
 
Robert Johnston, SE Hazel Street, said that the Sheriff’s Office is doing a great job. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz gave a brief report on the 
following items: 
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Pump Report – There is a 40.3% loss between pumped water and sales.  This is average. 
 
Public Works Building – The shell is up.  Concrete and carpentry are next.  There is a status 
meeting next week.  The building is looking nice and will work well for the City. 
 
NE 7th Avenue Bore – This work is to begin Thursday for potholing.  The actual bore work will be 
done next week. 
 
OAWU Conference Report – The OAWU Conference was last week in Seaside.  Locate machine 
vendors were at the conference.  There were two that quotes were requested for; one costs 
$3100 and the other quote has not come in yet. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked if any credits were earned at this conference.  Mr. Foltz said that he does get 
CEU’s and took the cross connection class to ensure recertification on it while at the conference. 
 
SE 4th Avenue Water Line Tap – A new service was tapped in on SE 4th Avenue.  The records 
showed a cast iron main but the line ended up being an OD steel main.  This kind of pipe is very 
rare and no longer used.  The line was converted over to a C-900 line with couplers.  It took quite 
a bit of time to be able to turn the main back on because every time there was an attempt, a hole 
blew in another section of line. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked Mr. Foltz about the used street sweeper he was told about.  Mr. Foltz said 
that the City of Canby just bought a new street sweeper and may have one that is similar to Mill 
City’s which may be up for sale. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that there is also a push camera that could be used for the TV work that the City 
has done fairly regularly.  The cost for this is $8000 and it may be an item that public works 
requests dollars for in the next budget cycle. 
 
Earnest Freeman, SW Ivy Street, said that the spigot in Hammond Park are being used to wash 
vehicles.  This should be locked out so people can’t use water without paying for it.  Mr. Foltz said 
that he has heard this report before but hasn’t had time to focus on what can be done to fix this 
matter.  The spigot may be removed as it is not used anymore since a sprinkler system has been 
installed. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  None. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: DELIBERATION ONLY – 
  File No. 2019-09 Freeman Meadows Subdivision 
  Applicant:  Rex A. Lucas and Scott Baughman, SBC Construction, Inc. 
  Proposal:   Freeman Meadows Subdivision – 15 Lots/Partial Street Vacation 

       – SE 5th Avenue ROW 
  Location:   9S3E32BA Tax Lot 3400   4.12 Acres – SE Ivy Between SE 5th 

      Avenue and SE 6th Avenue 
  Property Owner:  Rex A. Lucas 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that this continuation of the public hearing process for the Freeman Meadows 
Subdivision is deliberation only. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked if there is any conflict of interest, bias or ex parte contact and stated that 
directly after the last meeting there was an email from a citizen regarding the water concerns.  No 
response was given.  Councilor Plotts and Trout stated that they also received this email. 
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Mayor Kirsch said that he also had people contact him on a daily basis and they were advised 
that they needed to attend a meeting to discuss the matter.  Councilor Zeyen-Hall said that she 
also had contact and advised to attend a meeting. 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened deliberation at 7:00 PM. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he has read through all of the letters and concerns that have been stated.  
The decision needs to be made based on findings of fact and how the proposal meets the City’s 
codes. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he believes that Planner David Kinney and the Planning Commission 
covered the bases very well and while there was a lot of testimony, the proposal meets all of the 
criteria.  Councilor Zeyen-Hall agreed with Councilor Trout. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the Water Master indicated that as long as everything is outside of the 
100’ protection zone for the wells, there are no concerns.  There is no absolute guarantee that 
nothing will happen, but the likelihood is very slim.  There has not been anything that is outside of 
what is asked of any other property owner wishing to develop one parcel or fifteen.  While people 
that live in the neighborhood don’t want to see their neighborhood change, this is not for the 
Council to debate. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that the applicants have stated that they plan to build single family homes 
and after hearing the concerns of the neighbors, she hopes that this statement is honored. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to Approve the Subdivision 
Application of Scott Baughman/Rex Lucas and to Adopt the Revised Findings of Fact, 
Conclusions and Recommended Conditions of Approval as Shown in the Staff Report Dated 
August 21, 2019 for File No. 2019-09.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Deliberation concluded at 7:10 PM. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that with the Council’s approval of this application, the next step is to provide a 
Notice of Decision to the applicant.  Anyone who participated in the hearing process will receive a 
copy of the notice.  Mr. Kinney will try to have the notice out by Thursday.  There is a 21 day 
appeal period for anyone who would like to appeal to LUBA.  The notice of intent to appeal can 
be filed within that 21 day time frame. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Copier Contract:  As stated in June, Mrs. Cook has been looking at a new copier service.  A 
quote from Ultrex Business Solutions, which looks like it could save us between $100 and $150 
per month, has been received.  However, this is not a hard number as the lease is laid out 
differently than our current lease. 
 
Currently the City leases the copier for $239.00 per month and has a service contract of $216.90 
per month for up to 11,000 b/w copies and 1500 color copies.  Any overage on either are charged 
out at a rate of .0097 and .0739, respectively.  The toner is supplied under the terms of the 
service contract. 
 
The proposed contract would be $232.00 per month lease on the machine with the service 
charged out per month at a rate of .006 per copy, both b/w and color.  The b/w toner would be 
included with the service lease.  However, color toner would need to be purchased at $150.00 per 
cartridge as needed.  If it were found that the cost of toner became too much due to an increase 
in color copies (unlikely), there is an option of switching to a tiered rate for color copies, which 
would include the toner in the service contract. 
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At this time, the City still has over a year left on the current copier lease.  As part of the incentive 
to switch companies, Ultrex will pay off the remainder of the lease and take care of the 
removal/return of the current machine. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that there could be additional savings if the City moves forward with the tablets 
and reduces the amount of copies made each month for packets. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that these are not hard numbers and the maintenance costs may be lower or 
higher, depending on the number of copies made each month. 
 
Councilor Trout asked how often the toner is changed.  Mrs. Cook said that one color toner may 
be changed every three or four months. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she does not have a lease document to review at this time.  If the Council is 
agreeable to moving forward with a new lease then the document will need to go before Council 
for approval. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee said that he would like to review the lease for the copier before 
signing it as he has been seeing automatic renewal language that city’s should be aware of. 
 
Consensus to move forward with new lease. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Finance Clerk Review:  Finance Clerk Vicki Emery has been given her annual performance 
evaluation.  Mrs. Emery has met or exceeded all expectant standards for her position.  She has 
shown a great willingness to learn the necessary skills to complete the finance duties in a timely 
and sometimes chaotic process.   
 
The City’s financial system is running smoothly and all invoicing has been caught up.  In addition, 
Mrs. Emery has been cross training on utility billing, City codes and building permits as time 
allows.  
 
Based on this review Mrs. Cook recommends a one-step salary increase from Step 2, $17.53/hr 
to Step 3, $18.23/hr of the salary scale. 
 
Councilor Plotts moved and was seconded by Councilor Zeyen-Hall to Approve One Step 
Salary Increase for Finance Clerk Vicki Emery from Step 2, $17.53/HR to Step 3, $18.23/HR, 
Based on a Satisfactory Review, Effective August 1, 2019.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
List of On-Going Old Business Items:  The list of on-going old business items was provided to 
Council for review. 
 
DLCD Grant young memorial Planning Assistance Grant:  Mrs. Cook said that there is a biennial 
grant from DLCD which provides $1000 for planning assistance that the City applies for regularly.  
If there are no concerns from the Council, this will be done again this year. 
 
No concerns noted. 
 
The Reid House Landscaping/Maintenance:  Councilor Katlong and Mrs. Cook have been 
working to get a request for proposals out to companies who might provide landscaping services 
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for The Reid House.  On Friday, Mrs. Cook sent out four requests for quotes for this work.  The 
proposals are due back by September 13 in order to make the September 24 meeting for Council 
consideration. 
 
SW Cedar Street SCA Grant Update:  Mrs. Cook said that the bid documents for the SW Cedar 
Street project are complete.  There are a couple of comments that need to be included from Mr. 
McGehee.  The ad for the project will be sent to the Daily Journal of Commerce for advertising on 
Friday.  The schedule is then to do a bid opening on September 17th at 2 PM; notice of intent to 
award on September 18th; Council decision on award on September 24th; notice to proceed on or 
around October 2nd; projected completion by mid-November. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
Mr. McGehee said that everything he is working on is continuing forward.  Nicolas Wood, attorney 
for Hoeye Estate, was advised that the property was supposed to be cleaned up this summer and 
nothing has been done.  The quiet title process is still moving forward.  Mr. Wood was advised 
that if the property doesn’t get cleaned up the City may have to clean up the property and lien the 
property. 
 
Councilor Trout asked if there is an accounting of how much money has been spent to clean up 
this property.  Mr. McGehee said that there is a tracking of the expenditures. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that there is a sewer meeting on September 5th with the different 
communities.  At the last meeting an email from ROCC was read which requested a letter of 
support.  Another email came through making this same request.  Mayor Kirsch asked if anyone 
followed up after the last meeting and whether there is support for submitting a letter of support. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall said that she has worked with ROCC and they do good work.  Each of the 
community services agencies interact to provide care for individuals. 

 
Councilor Trout said that it is hard to say no when someone is only asking for a letter of support 
and not for funds.  Mayor Kirsch said that this is a tough decision because while he understands 
people need assistance, he does not want to encourage people to gravitate toward the area 
because of this new assistance program. 

 
Councilor Plotts said that she would like to support this for those who live in the community but 
doesn’t want it to become a magnet that brings people into the community. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, asked about the portable showers that might be brought up and if 
these are self-contained.  Mrs. Cook said that public works was asked about bringing the showers 
to Mill City and dumping directly into the interceptor tank.  This is not allowed.  In order to bring 
the showers to the site there will need to be a permanent connection that can be used that goes 
into the sewer system. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that she would like to have a presentation from the group.  Mrs. Cook said 
that there has been a request and a presentation is scheduled for September 10, 2019.  
Councilor Plotts said that she would like to wait to approve a letter of support until the 
presentation is made. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he has concerns with the “if you build it, they will come” theory and 
the possibility that bringing these services further up the canyon it may bring people looking for 
these services and new places to camp. 
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Councilor Trout said that he feels that this service is offered in other places already and this is 
just a continuation of what is already in other communities.  By bringing this option to the area, it 
may alleviate the burden that is on other agencies such as the churches who provide clothing and 
pay for utility bills all of the time. 
 
Mayor Kirsch will respond requesting a presentation before any endorsement is given. 

 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall and Councilor Trout had nothing to report. 

 
Councilor Katlong said that he will bring in the section of pipe that was removed from the SE 4th 
Avenue water line for the Council to get an idea of how dilapidated some of our water lines are in. 

 
Councilor Plotts said that LCSO has been serving quite a few warrants around town. 

 
Councilor Winn said that the building is going up but is taking quite a bit of time. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No Executive Session Held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


