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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, August 26, 2014 
 
Mayor Kirsch  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Susann Heller, Justin Merrill, and Thorin Thacker. Fred Smith was excused.  Staff members 
in attendance: City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Brandon Haraughty, Roel Lundquist and Penny Keen. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Kirsch stated that anyone who 
felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so at this time or at any 
time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller , to approve items a, Approval of 
the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting, August 12, 2014, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, and 
c; Approval of OLCC Liquor License Application for the Following Businesses: 
 

1. Trio Tavern   815 SW Linn Blvd 
2. Broadway Videos & More 233 SW Broadway St. 
3. Mill City Market  829 S 1st Ave. 
4. J & S Deli & Pub  100 SE Juniper St., 

 
of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
City Hall Parking Lot Lighting/Flag Lighting/ADA Doors:  Last spring staff obtained quotes for electrical 
work to be completed at City Hall.  After review at the Council level it was determined that a more detailed 
work outline should be drafted and provided to contractors for bids.  A draft Request for Quotations (RFQ) 
for the electrical work is included for review. 
 
On Wednesday, July 23, Councilor Baughman and I met with Don Brown of Capitol City Door, Inc. to 
discuss installation of an automatic door opener in City Hall.  The estimate for the work was provided to 
Council at the August 12 meeting and approved to move forward with.  Capitol City Door has been 
advised of the City’s acceptance of the estimate.  Mrs. Cook said that she spoke with Jimco Electric about 
the work.  They will be contacting the contractor to coordinate the work and set a date for installation. 
 
Councilor Baughman suggested adding a profit/overhead line item on the RFQ.  Mrs. Cook suggested 
using the word “markup”.  Consensus to add the “markup” line item and move forward with the RFQ. 
 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant: Mrs. Cook said that she called and left a message for Dorothy 
Upton, ODOT, to find out where she is in the review of our request for signage icons.  However, Ms. 
Upton just returned from vacation on Monday.  If Ms. Upton does not return the call Wednesday, Mrs. 
Cook will try to make contact again. 
 
Railroad Bridge Inspection Bids: During the August 12 meeting the Council heard from Dennis McGee, 
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McGee Engineering, concerning his suggestion to have a full inspection done on the railroad bridge 
rather than just a condition assessment.  During the discussion Mr. McGee indicated that he felt he had 
already completed a condition assessment while gathering the information necessary to put together a full 
inspection estimate. 
 
Frances Thomas, Lynda Harrington and Roel Lundquist of the Save Our Bridge (SOB) committee were 
present for the discussion and took the information back to the full committee at their August 13 meeting.  
After considering the information provided the committee reached a consensus to recommend to the 
Council to move forward with a full inspection. 
 
The question now is funding.  The City currently holds $40,000 in our coffers for bridge work.  $30,000 of 
this money was dedicated to matching funds for the Recreational Trails Grant that was submitted at the 
end of July.  However, that application was deemed ineligible due to the work being done on an historic 
structure.  It would be wise to retain as much of the money as possible for a future grant.  $10,000 was 
intended for the pressure washing and touch up painting. 
 
During the SOB meeting Frances Thomas stated that she has spoken with her mother, Josephine Reid, 
about the need for a full inspection.  As a result of this change in need for the bridge, and to ensure the 
process is competed fully before rehab work is started on the railroad bridge, Mrs. Reid has offered to 
cover any and all costs related to completing a full inspection on the railroad bridge. 
 
If the Council takes the SOB recommendation for a full inspection an RFP for the work should be issued. 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Merrill  to Issue an RFP for Inspection of the 
Railroad Bridge.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Roof Bids – Old Fire Hall: The Council authorized contracting with All Weather Construction, Inc. in the 
amount of $16,952 for the Old Fire Hall roof.  Mrs. Cook called and left a message with All Weather 
Construction advising them of the Council’s direction to contract with them.  All Weather Construction, Inc. 
has not called back yet. 
 
It was noted that with the delay in response from All Weather Construction, Inc. the City should put a 
deadline in writing for them to respond.  Mrs. Cook will send written notification to All Weather 
Construction, Inc. with a deadline that allows for movement by the next Council meeting. 
 
Public Works Daily Log: Based on discussion at the August 12 meeting Councilor Thacker was to revise 
the draft daily log sheet that he put together and bring it back tonight’s meeting.  Modifications to the 
document included removal of any reference to the HR department, changing the AM/PM line to be less 
specific and adding more area for writing what the work done was as well as adding a section for work 
order numbers. 
 
Councilor Thacker said that he has not been able to make the changes to the daily log so this issue 
should be brought back at the next meeting. 
 
Councilor Thacker said that he and Councilor Baughman tried to look at the OAMR website to find 
information on the conference in Bend but were unable to gain access because a password is needed.  A 
call was placed to obtain information about the sessions.  The first session doesn’t start until 8:45 the 
morning of the 17th and the last session ends at 4:45 the afternoon of the 19th so he feels the City is 
paying for two more nights of lodging than is necessary as Mrs. Cook could leave by 6:30 a.m. and be 
there in time for the start of the session, noting that there is no need to register because attendees are 
pre-registered.  Mrs. Cook clarified that an attendee still needs to check in at registration and gather all 
conference materials and name badge before the session. 
 
Brandon Haraughty asked how much money would be saved by not staying the two nights.  Councilor 
Thacker indicated it would be several hundred dollars.  Mrs. Cook said that she believes the room rate is 
about $84-86/night plus tax.  Councilor Thacker noted that per diem would also be saved.  Mrs. Cook 
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clarified that there is no per diem; the food costs outlined in the original request to attend of $50 may or 
may not be used. 
 
Councilor Thacker said that he would like to see all information about travel and lodging before agreeing 
for any training in the future.  Mrs. Cook said that she will provide any information that is available but it 
does not always include session times. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution No. 758 – Historical Society Parking: At the August 12, 2014 meeting it was brought to the 
Council’s attention that there are limited parking spaces available on NE Wall Street and as a result of the 
increased usage by river users it is hard to ensure proper parking for the museum.  The discussion 
resulted in a direction to staff to work with Frances Thomas to place signage at the east end authorizing 
exclusive use to three spaces, not including the ADA space(s) to the museum. 
 
Resolution No. 758 addresses the Council’s desire to ensure parking availability.  With adoption of this 
resolution staff will be better able to provide language to the Historical Society for placement on a 
moveable sandwich board type sign. 
 
Councilor Thacker  moved and was seconded by Councilor Merrill to Approve Resolution No. 758 – 
Authorizing Exclusive Use of Three Parking Spaces on NE Wall Street.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(5:0). 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report:  Mrs. Cook said that today at 4:00p.m. was the deadline for submittals of 
paperwork declaring candidacy to office.  There are two people running for Mayor and six for the three 
Council seats. 
 
City Attorney Report:  None. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch  and Councilor Thacker had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said that one permit was issued since the last meeting.  The buildable lands study 
still needs to be adopted. 
 
Ann Carey and Mrs. Cook again explained that the hold up on finalizing the buildable lands is review of 
acreage and mapping to ensure all information is correct.  David Kinney, Planning Advisor is working with 
Linn County GIS on these items. 
 
Councilor Heller  said that the Sgt. for our area is on vacation but other deputies are covering the area. 
 
Councilor Merrill said that Fire Chief Ohrt and Councilor Smith are supposed to meet soon to discuss 
hydrants in Mill City. 
 
Councilor  Merrill  said that he provided an updated list of limbs in need of trimming to Mrs. Cook for 
public works.  The pothole on SW 1st Avenue has been fixed. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None scheduled. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:11 PM. 
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 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


