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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, August 22, 2017 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 

Baughman, Brett Katlong, Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Staff members in 
attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, and Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Ann Carey. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 

anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has a conflict with the bills as he has a payment to him in them. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Mrs. Cook said that the check register has been updated so all bills through this morning have 
been included.  There is also a request for a third item to be added to the agenda, item c; 
Approval of OLCC Liquor License Application for Dollar General, 250 NW Santiam Blvd. 
 
Councilor Baughman pulled item ‘b’ of the consent agenda. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman, to approve items a; 

Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of August 8, 2017, and c; Approval of OLCC 
Liquor License Application for Dollar General, 250 NW Santiam Blvd, of the consent agenda.  
Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the total payables on the check register does not look correct 
because it is only slightly higher than the original one included in the packet.  With a $58,000+ 
check being issued it should reflect this.  Mrs. Cook explained that the ending figure is correct as 
it accounts not only for payables but receivables (deposits) as well.  If the balance column is 
followed through it shows where the balance was higher then dropped due to the large payment. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts to approve item, b; Approval of 

Accounts Payable.  The motion passed, (5:0:1) with Councilor Baughman abstaining. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz said that the last item for the 

Mill City Falls restroom is topsoil and Hydroseed.  The cost to do so, if done by September 8th, is 
estimated at $2200.  Council consensus to move forward with final work. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that the overlook in Hammond Park should be done before the end of next month. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that he and Public Works Maintenance Worker Jerry Curtis found that a sewer line 
in town was installed incorrectly so they have been doing work to try to get this problem taken 
care of.  Councilor Katlong said that he would like to see this. 
 
Councilor Trout said that a speed bump sign was discussed some time back and asked for an 
update.  Mr. Foltz said that he has not yet been able to get this taken care of. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if the no smoking signs have been received for the railroad bridge.  Mr. 
Foltz said that they have been ordered but have not arrived. 
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Mr. Foltz said that the restroom doors were taped so they wouldn’t lock all weekend and there are 
signs for reserved parking that are being put up regularly by the kayak company.  Mr. Foltz noted 
that the vandalism has increased at the Hammond and Mill City Falls Park area.  Mayor Kirsch 
asked about cameras.  Councilor Katlong said that he has been doing research on cameras and 
feels that we can get a good quality camera for a low cost. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the meter reader position has been advertised and we have had one 
application turned in so far. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  None. 

 
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING UPDATE:  Mayor Kirsch said that Mrs. Cook has been trying to 

contact the architect that was recommended but he has not answered his phone and has not 
returned phone calls. 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING/GOAL SETTING START DATE:  Mayor Kirsch said that the Council 

wanted to hold off on this process until summer was over and now we need to decide when it will 
begin.  The school district has gone through the process and uses the resulting document to 
direct them in their efforts to move ahead with budgeting and projects.  In addition, the 
participants need to be determined; should it be all Council or should others be involved. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he is as busy as anyone here but will do his best to attend all meetings 
because he feels it is very important to the City and our future.  Councilor Katlong agreed. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he would like to see all of the Council participate. 
 
Councilor Trout suggested starting soon and possibly breaking for the holidays. 
 
Mrs. Cook will contact Gary Swanson to see when he is available to come and lay out the 
process with the Council. 
 
SKATEPARK LOCATION:  Mayor Kirsch said that Dreamland has provided a written report on 

the two possible locations for the skatepark. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she has requested that the Dreamland representative attend a meeting to go 
over her written findings with the Council and asked if this is still something the Council would like 
to have happen.  Councilors Keen and Plotts said that they would like to have this report to the 
Council.  Councilor Baughman stated that he does not believe the $500 included a Council 
meeting report.  Mrs. Cook said that the estimate showed a meeting with the Council and City 
and that she would check to see if Dreamland included attending a Council meeting. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he feels that once the Council turns something over to a group, as was 
done with the skatepark location it should remain as such, even if it was a prior Council that made 
the decision. 
 
DANGEROUS AND DERELICT BUILDING UPDATE:  Mrs. Cook said that one voluntary 

correction agreement has been returned with a modified date.  The commercial agreement has 
not been returned so this will be turned over to the City Attorney for further action.  Councilor 
Baughman said that he feels that the City should go after the property owner that is not doing 
anything with everything we have.  Consensus of the Council to do this. Mrs. Cook will speak with 
the City Attorney about this. 
 
SCA GRANT UPDATE:  Mrs. Cook said that the SCA grant deadline has been extended to allow 

for the additional funds that ODOT has allocated to this program; from $1 Million to $5 Million per 
year.  There is an opportunity to receive more funding than originally thought.  Mrs. Cook asked 
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the Council if it would be worth contacting ODOT to see if we could modify and resubmit our grant 
application to make one or both of them larger projects.  Consensus to leave grant as submitted. 
 
Agreement to work toward getting SE Fairview Street readied for a grant submittal next year. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if a letter will be sent to SKATE advising them that they are okay to 
move forward with the old fire hall location for design of the skatepark.  Councilor Plotts said that 
she would like to see if Dreamland will attend a meeting first.  Mayor Kirsch suggested having 
Mrs. Cook look into the meeting attendance and if it is not included in the cost, send the letter to 
SKATE.  However, if it is then the letter will wait until the meeting takes place.  Mrs. Cook will 
contact Dreamland to see if a public meeting was included in the $500 paid and if so, set the 
meeting date; if not, send a letter to SKATE. 
 

Councilor Katlong said that he had someone ask him if we could dedicate one of our parks to 
veterans.  Councilor Baughman said that he believes those who fight for our Country should be 
honored.  Council consensus to research this further. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 PM. 
 

 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


