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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, August 17, 2015 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:36 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long.  Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz 
and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Clair Dickey, Lynn Ferguson, Billie Foster, Michelle Gates, Cherie 
Girod, Jim Girod, Chad Gray, Brandon Haraughty, Marge Henning, Robert Johnston, Tim Kirsch, 
Roel Lundquist, Mike Matthews, Patrick Rahm, Mary Richards, Mark Stegemann, Sandi 
Stegemann, Barbi Stewart, Cole Stewart, Corinne Stewart, Elaina Turpin and Frances Villwock. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that this meeting is to discuss the proposed plastic bag ban within the City of 
mill City.  The purpose of the forum is to allow the Council to hear from the Citizens and take their 
comments into consideration when deciding whether or not to impose a ban on plastic bags.  
Mayor Thacker said that the real issue is a littering problem within Mill City. 
 
OPPONENT’S COMMENTS:  Robert Johnston, SE Hazel Street, said that that he is opposed to 
the ordinance because it is his observation that there are very few plastic bags found around 
town or along the riverbanks, which he frequents regularly.  Mr. Johnston said that Pacific 
Sanitation has stated that all items placed in the trash are incinerated before taken to the landfill.  
Mr. Johnston proposed placing plastic bag recycling stations around town including at the local 
markets and City Hall.   
 
Sandi Stegemann, SE Hazel Street, said that she agrees with Mr. Johnson.  In the research she 
has done, Mrs. Stegemann has found that a recycling center can be set up in Mill City at local 
businesses.  The local businesses would provide the containers and a campaign could be done 
with the school.  This is a more productive way to handle the situation because we would be 
finding a way to recycle all plastic, not just plastic bags. 
 
Mary Richards, SW Main Avenue, said that she feels the Council is more concerned with litter 
than anything else.  The idea for recycling containers came from hearing what the Council had to 
say about litter at the last meeting at which this was discussed.  Mrs. Richards said that she 
spoke with the Superintendent of the School District and the school would be on board with this 
as well, including a program at the school.  Garten Services has a full service recycling that would 
be used to do the recycling.  Mrs. Richards asked the Council to consider this less invasive 
program before banning plastic bags. 
 
Tim Kirsch, NW River Road, said that the plastic bags are regularly used for more things than just 
the single use of purchasing items and bringing them home such as trash liners and picking up 
litter.  The City should be looking at being proactive rather than punitive. 
 
Lynn Ferguson, SE Hazel Street, said that a lot of the stuff left around town is paper, cigarette 
butts, wrappers, etc.  The only place that plastic bags were seen was by the river, which likely 
means that these are coming from people that come into town, not those that live here.  A lot of 
citizens go out of town to shop and bring plastic bags in which goes against the ban.  Litter should 
be the focus. 
 
Billie Foster, SE 4th Avenue, said that she has been picking up trash in Mill City and not one piece 
of the litter was a plastic bag. 
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Cherie Girod, NW Santiam Blvd, Canyon Crisis Center, said that the Crisis Center uses plastic 
bags on a very regular basis in order to give people that may be homeless or vulnerable and in 
need of items. 
 
Mike Matthews, SE Hazel Street, said that all of the points made tonight he agrees with.  
Education, awareness and implementation of a recycling program is the key to reducing the litter 
and increase recycling of plastic bags. 
 
Fran Villwock, NE Cherry Street, said that she does not want the government to tell her more of 
what to do.  Baker City has a huge recycling center and it is heavily used by locals as well as 
those that come into the area to camp.  Mrs. Villwock said that plastic bags in the river aren’t the 
issue, it is broken oars, life jackets and items left behind by those that are using our river. 
 
Mrs. Foster suggested having someone patrol the river to cut down on these issues. 
 
PROPONENT’S COMMENTS:   Brandon Haraughty, SE 4th Avenue, said that plastic bags are a 
detriment to the environment.  They cause issues on land and in the waterways.  Plastic bags kill 
animals from fish to seagulls.  Mr. Haraughty is in support of this ban. 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS:   Chad Grey, Mill City, said that he believes education of the younger 
generation is a big thing that is needed.  The plastic bag ban would cause issues for those in the 
community that don’t have transportation or ways for assistance of getting items home. 
 
Elaina Turpin, SE 3rd Avenue, asked if an economic study of how this ban may affect local 
businesses has been done. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Boulevard, said that he hopes people are aware that plastic bags can 
be taken to a local business or the refuse station in Salem. 
 
Mrs. Richards said that she believes putting recycling into the curriculum in our schools will be 
key to where we will go in the future. 
 
Mrs. Ferguson said that she believes a lot of the trash is from people coming into town, not locals. 
 
Mrs. Foster said that the gravel road between SE Fairview and SE Kingwood is full of trash, tires, 
glass and furniture.  Education is a good idea but some people may never learn. 
 
CLOSING REMARKS:   Mayor Thacker said that the motive behind this is to deal with a much 
bigger issue, which is to deal with all of the garbage in town.  The plastic bags were looked at first 
because other cities have already adopted codes like it and it wouldn’t have to be done from 
scratch. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he appreciates the research done by citizens and businesses about 
recycling options for Mill City.  All of the comments tonight help the Council to make a better 
decision. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he received an email from United Grocers today that lays out the costs 
of banning plastic bags in other communities, which indicates that there is low impact to citizens 
even with a small deposit that is paid for each plastic bag if reusable bags are not brought into the 
store. 
 
With all of the comments this evening, it may make it easier on the Council to reconsider the ban 
and look forward to implementation of a recycling program. 
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Councilor Heller said that she thinks it is a great thing that so many are speaking up on an issue 
they care about as well as to find out what kinds of trash is being found in Mill City.  It is also good 
to hear each of the other areas in which many don’t think of such as using for the homeless to 
carry their belongings and use at the food bank to take food home. 
 
Councilor Follis said that she agrees with Mayor Thacker and Councilor Heller and thanked the 
citizens for coming to speak about this issue. 
 
Councilor Long said that he spoke about his dislike of government interfering in business and 
against the plastic bag ban but thanked Mayor Thacker for opening up this discussion, which 
brought some many citizens to the meeting and got them involved. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the City is looking at many other items that will help to better our 
community including finding funds for a business loan program, street improvements to SW 
Broadway Street and a new restroom going in at Mill City Falls Park. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


