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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Janet 
Zeyen-Hall, Brett Katlong, Dawn Plotts, Tony Trout, and Steve Winn. Staff members in 
attendance were City Attorney Jim McGehee, City Recorder Stacie Cook and City Clerk/Reid 
House Facilitator Tree Fredrickson. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Gary Olson, Ann Carey, Roel Lundquist and LCSO Sgt. Greg Klein.  
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Councilor Katlong moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to approve items a; Approval 
of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of July 14, 2020, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, c; 
Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Report, July, 2020, d; Ratification of Council 
Email Approval of Accounts Payable; July 23, 2020, and e; Approval of Reduction of Leak 
Charges to the Highest Consumption in the Previous Twelve (12) Months for 363 NE Birch St.; 
Grant McColly. Mrs. Fredrickson polled the Council. The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sgt. Klein gave the LCSO report for July. Deputies will 
continue to monitor SE Kingwood Avenue for speeders. The radar trailer is being moved around 
to remind people to stay within the posted speed limits. A new radar trailer will be available at the 
end of summer and will have the ability to monitor and save traffic flow information. 
 
Councilor Winn said that he witnessed cars on Kingwood cruising through the stop sign at S.1st 
Avenue.   
 
Councilor Plotts said that the City has put up signs stating that the area is for emergency vehicles 
only and there is no parking on SW 3rd Avenue and Linn Blvd, noting that a couple of incidents 
have happened including vehicles parking behind the yellow pole that is located at the west end 
of the railroad walking path and motorcycles crossing the bridge. 
 
Gary Olson, SW Spring Street, asked about a home on Spring Street, noting that deputies have 
been called to this residence several times in recent weeks.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: The July pump report was provided for review. 
 
Vehicle Bridge Water Line: Mrs. Cook passed out pictures of the water line brackets to Council. 
When contractors removed the railing on the traffic bridge, it was found that the original 
brackets/lag bolts were placed between the sidewalk and hand rail rather than directly into the 
main sidewalk section. City Planner Dave Kinney contacted Westech Engineers to figure out 
some potential fixes for this problem. Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz will be meeting with an 
engineer to discuss options. This is an unexpected cost to the City but can be used as a potential 
‘match’ for the grant. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS/QUESTIONS: None. 
 
Councilor Katlong left the room. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
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Business Oregon SDWF Loan Update: The City has received notification that the City’s Letter of 
Intent has been approved and found to meet the requirements for issuance of a loan. The project 
has been included on the Business Oregon website for the required public comment period of ten 
days. Once complete, the City should receive notice to move forward with the submittal of a full 
loan application. 
 
TIGER Grant Update: The City has received notification from Linn County that the Federal 
Highway Administration has approved the final design plans for both the Railroad Bridge and the 
Broadway Street improvements.  
 
Linn County intends to issue the request for bids in October or November with a spring 
construction date for the Railroad Bridge and an early summer construction date for Broadway.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
MCGRA Storage Building Agreement: Representatives from the Mill City / Gates Recreation 
Association and Mrs. Cook met at the public works building site to discuss a possible location to 
place the storage building that the Council had agreed to allow them to erect on City property. A 
general location, roughly 100’+ from the second wellhead and 150’ from the public works building 
was determined and consensus obtained from Council to use the location that best suited 
MCGRA and the City. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee has created a very brief agreement between both parties, which 
outlines the terms for placement of a storage building. This agreement may include length of time 
(in perpetuity), ownership of the structure should MCGRA disband, use and insurance 
requirements. Mr. McGehee will be prepared to discuss draft language for this agreement at the 
September 8, 2020 Council meeting. 
 
Council would like the shed to match the other buildings in color. Approval of the design will come 
with the needed permits. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, asked what size the proposed shed would be. Mrs. Cook said that 
the preliminary drawing submitted was 24’x20’.  
 
Councilor Winn asked about placement of the shed near the paved area. Mrs. Cook said that this 
issue was also looked at during the walk through, adding that vehicles visiting the shed must 
remain on the gravel as much as possible. 
 
Safe Routes to School Grant Application: A draft of the Safe Routes to School (SFTS) grant 
mapping was available for Council review. Staff is working on finalizing the grant document itself, 
which is available for review by Councilors if anyone should wish to see it. 
 
The proposed project includes sidewalks, ADA ramp and/or other pedestrian/bicycle safety 
components in the following areas: 
 

1. SW 4th Avenue between the pedestrian trail and the elementary school. 
2. SW Cedar Street between SW 3rd and SW 4th Street. 
3. SW 3rd Avenue 
4. SW 2nd Avenue between SW Broadway Street and SW Cedar Street 
5. SW Evergreen Street between S 1st Avenue and SW 4th Avenue 
6. S 1st Avenue between SW Kingwood Avenue and SW Evergreen Street 

 
Initially, the project also included sidewalks along the east side of SW 2nd Avenue between SW 
Evergreen Street and SW Cedar Street, sidewalks along the east side of SW 3rd Avenue between 
SW Broadway Street and Sw Cedar Street and SW 2nd Avenue. However, the grant application 
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must be no more than $2 million and the estimated costs for all components were well above the 
$2 million mark. 
 
After looking at the project components to determine what areas were imperative to increasing 
safety for the students while ensuring as competitive a grant as possible, the areas noted above 
were identified as those which could be removed without compromising the application. Should 
the City be successful in obtaining these grant dollars, the areas which have had to be removed 
can be looked at again once preliminary cost estimates are obtained. 
 
The grant submittal deadline is August 31, 2020.  
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the grant project at the August 4, 2020 meeting and made a 
motion to recommend to the Council to apply for the SRTS grant.  
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts to Direct Staff to Submit the 
Safe Routes to School Grant. The motion passed unanimously (6:0). 
 
Request for Waiver of Door Fees – Mike and Cathy Erdman (Three accounts):  A request was 
submitted to waive the 24-hour notice fees that Mike and Cathy Erdman received on three of their 
water/sewer accounts. Mrs. Erdman indicated that she had placed her payment for the accounts 
in the mail on July 6, 2020. However, the City did not receive this payment by the time late bills or 
door hangers were processed, which meant that the accounts were assessed fees accordingly. 
 
Due to the fact that the Erdman’s have not been late in paying in the previous six months, staff 
was able to remove the late fees from each account. However, policy does not allow for staff to 
remove other fees. Therefore, a request to Council must be made. 
 
The payment that was made in early July finally reached the office on July 30, 2020. Because of 
the lag in mail processing and the lack of late payments in previous months, staff recommends 
waiver of the fees. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Zeyen-Hall to Waive Door Fees for 
Mike and Cathy Erdman, 49125 & 49003 SE Remine Rd and 160 N 1st Avenue in the Amount of 
$15.00 each. The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report:  
 
List of Ongoing Old Business Items: Mrs. Cook noted that NE 5th Street was taken off the list of 
On-Going Old Business Items. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that a light pole had to be removed between high school gym and the new 
building on SW 2nd Avenue. The cost to replace the power pole is $4,378.00 for the pole, which 
the City will pay and be reimbursed from the school district. 
 
Councilor Katlong returned to his seat. 
 
City Attorney Report: City Attorney Jim McGehee said he has been working diligently on 
removing a van parked on S 1st Street and is currently working on the many cars parked at a 
house on the north side of town.  
 
Councilor Trout asked about the legality of building a fence out of pallets. Mr. McGehee said that 
since the ‘fence’ isn’t permanently placed, it may be not be considered a fence. This will need to 
be looked into. 
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Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, asked for an update on the sewer capacity study. 
 
Mayor Kirsch stated that the Sewer Authority just had their first meeting with the representatives 
on Thursday, August 6, 2020. Keller & Associates will begin requesting information from the City 
in the upcoming weeks regarding the sewer system.  
 
The capacity study is first on the list and the results should be forthcoming soon. The Sewer 
Authority dollars that were readily available have been reduced due to the COVID pandemic but 
funds are still available for engineering.  
 
The City of Gates has two seats available on the Sewer Authority board but they cannot select 
their representatives until the current Recall Election is over. 
 
Mrs. Carey asked if the City needs to worry about upgrading the sewer plant at this time. Mayor 
Kirsch said that more will be known on this when the capacity study is done. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall said that a lot of misinformation on this issue is floating around. If more 
information is needed, please look at the Sewer Authority website where minutes are posted or 
attend meetings which have always been open to the public. 
 
STAFF / COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
Councilor Winn said that he has cut down the trees and brush in Mill City Falls Park and 
Councilor Katlong has loaded and removed all of it. There will be no expense to the City. Mayor 
Kirsch and the Council thanked the two Councilors for their volunteer work. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that there was an issue of a bus and trailer driving into the park to turn 
around and then parking dangerously close to the falling trees.  The driver was advised to not 
drive in the park. 
 
Mr. McGehee suggested additional signage at the park stating that there be no motorized 
vehicles in the park. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall again thanked Councilors Winn and Katlong for volunteering their time 
and expense to remove the trees for the new parking lot.   
 
Councilor Plotts said that she is concerned about vehicles parking behind the yellow bollard on 
the pedestrian trail at the railroad bridge and will speak with Sgt. Klein in a day or two about this 
issue, as well as those parking on each side of the street on the area designated for emergency 
vehicles.  
 
Councilor Trout said that he was approached at the Post Office about ‘bat boxes’ being installed 
under the bridge. The citizen gave a couple of instances of how this helps both the bats and 
people.  
 
Mayor Kirsch noted that he, Councilor Plotts and Councilor Katlong have all submitted their 
paperwork to be in the November election.  
 
Councilor Katlong asked about continuing the progress made in the Derelict and Dangerous 
Building Codes for both commercial and residential homes, stating that he would like to continue 
to help beautify the City. Dealing with one commercial building and one residential building at a 
time works well.  
 
Mrs. Cook said that a residential home has already been chosen to begin working on. Mrs. Cook 
said that the code needs to be upgraded with stronger language with more ‘teeth’ for those 
buildings needing repair. A workshop was suggested to begin this process. 
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Mayor Kirsch said that this is a very important issue to keep up on as there is a lot of new growth 
happening in the City and keeping up with this project will be imperative.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder                  Mayor 


