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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, July 24, 2018 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Scott Baughman and Brett Katlong were excused.  
Staff members in attendance: City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Yvonne Hanna, Sean Hyatt, Christina Korkow, Carson 
Kuenzi, Roel Lundquist, Todd Miller, Rich Moore and John Sorenson. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen , to approve items a; Approval of 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of July 10, 2018, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, c; 
Acceptance of Monthly Revenue Report, June, 2018, d; Approval of Temporary OLCC Liquor 
License for Trio Tavern August 18-19, 2018 Between the Hours of 12:00 PM and 10:00 PM (8-18) 
and 12:00 PM and 6:00 PM (8-19) at Kimmel Park for the Music and Art Jamboree, and e; 
Approval of Resolution No. 828 – SCA Grant; SW 2nd Avenue, of the consent agenda.  Stacie 
Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (4:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   None. 
 
PRESENTATION – PACIFIC SANITATION; RATES; Carson Ku enzi, Sean Hyatt:  
 
Sean Hyatt, Pacific Sanitation, gave a brief presentation regarding a requested rate increase for 
garbage and recycling due to an increase in costs related to comingled recycling.  There was a 
decline in demand for comingled recycling last fall and this increased costs by about 46%.  This 
proposal increase would be about a $5.00 per month increase per residential customer.  This 
requested increase should get Pacific Sanitation through for the next couple of years.  The 
proposed rate increase would, if approved by Council, take effect September 1, 2018.  Without 
the rate increase, Pacific Sanitation will operate at a loss through the end of this year. 
 
Mayor Kirsch clarified that the increase is only due to recycling, not the garbage costs.  Mr. Hyatt 
said that it is. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked about sending the recycling to the consumer in Brooks.  Carson Kuenzi 
stated that they do not want the recycling because it burns too hot. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if Pacific Sanitation has been working to improve on recycling.  Mr. Hyatt 
said that it is mostly to reeducate the public on what can be recycled.  Mr. Kuenzi said that the 
change seems like a big change but it is only a 5%-10% difference.  The list of allowable 
recycling should be where it stays for some time. 
 
Councilor Trout asked if there is a possibility of fining people for not complying with the list of 
allowed recycling items.  Mr. Kuenzi said that there is a contamination fee in the proposed rates 
that would cover this.  However, Pacific Sanitation is trying to educate people rather than fine 
them. 
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Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that recycling is something that he is in strong support of.  
There hasn’t been anything provided directly to Linn County residents as to what is allowed now.  
Mr. Kuenzi said that there is a flyer with the information that will be going out to residents. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that nobody likes rate increases but there comes a time when it must be done. 
 
Councilor Keen  moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts  to Approve Resolution No. 829 
– Adopting Collection Rates for Solid Waste/Recycling.  The motion passed, (4:0). 
 
PRESENTATION – RECOVERY OUTREACH COMMUNITY CENTER; Christina Korkow, 
Communications Manager:  
 
Mrs. Korkow said that she is a resident of Gates and has found that there is a need for assistance 
with different areas such as mental health in the area.  Mrs. Korkow said that she would like to 
open a Canyon Outreach Center in Mill City and would like to know how the City feels about this 
opportunity. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that one concern that people have is that if a center were to open it would bring 
more people with issues into the community. 
 
Mrs. Korkow said that ROCC is a peer support group.  It is an opportunity to work with people at 
the point in which they are currently at.  The hope is that the support will help to bring people to a 
better place in their lives. 
 
A Mill City center would be a day center for drop in assistance. 
 
Councilor Trout asked what is asked of the City.  Mrs. Korkow said that she would like to know 
that there is support from the City rather than opening a center and not being welcome. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that she would hope that this center could work with the City and the police 
to try to help people with respecting the rest of the community. 
 
Councilor Trout asked if the center actively pursues homeless to advise of the option for 
assistance or if it is only people that come on their own.  Mrs. Korkow said that it will begin to be a 
known option for homeless or those in need of support. 
 
Mrs. Korkow invited the Council to take a tour of the facility in Salem to gain first-hand knowledge 
of what the program offers. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he is in support of this, adding that there is need for more mental health 
assistance needed in the world. 
 
John Sorenson, Lyons-Mill City Drive, said that he has been clean and sober for just over three 
years.  Mr. Sorenson said that he now volunteers at ROCC, in part because of those who 
assisted him when he needed help. 
 
Councilor Plotts said she supports this but believes it is important to get the right communication 
out about the program. 
 
STREET IMPROVEMENT GRANT OPPORTUNITIES/PARTNERSHIP – SANTIAM CANYON 
SCHOOL DISTRICT; Superintendent Todd Miller & Board  Chair Rich Moore: 
 
Rich Moore, Santiam Canyon School Board, said that the best thing the school district has done 
in the past five years plus is hire Superintendent Todd Miller.  Mr. Miller has had great success 
with grants and the school is improving and growing under his leadership. 
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Todd Miller, Santiam Canyon School District Superintendent, stated that the district is looking at a 
Safe Routes to School grant.  This is an ODOT grant opportunity for cities that schools can 
partner in, which funds street and sidewalk improvements.  The program is designed for low 
income communities with Title One dollars, which we have.  The grant program requires city and 
school cooperation and an engineering report to be completed.  The area that the school is 
looking at is around the high school campus, excluding Evergreen Street. 
 
The school campus area is a high traffic area in the mornings and afternoons during drop off and 
pick up.  An engineer would need to do pre engineering work to show what is needed.  The 
estimate for the work is around $4000. 
 
Mr. Miller said that the grant requires a 20% match for the project.  There are ways that this may 
be able to be incorporated with other projects that are already being planned. 
 
With the need for a bond and possible reconfiguration of the high school campus, this grant fits in 
well.  Should an award be made, this would take a large amount of funds out of the bond that 
would be asked for from the community. 
 
City Planner Dave Kinney is familiar with this grant so he knows what is needed in the overall 
process. Initially, the Council needs to agree to move forward and authorize engineering work to 
be done. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if the SW 2nd and SW 4th work would be all the way from Broadway to 
Evergreen.  Mr. Miller said that he does not know what the Broadway improvements will entail.  
SW 2nd has sidewalks, though they are not in great shape.  SW 4th has no sidewalks so this 
would be the priority. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he often travels around the school campus during drop off and pick up and 
there is always a lot of traffic congestion.  There are a lot of kids that walk to school in this area 
as well. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the City doesn’t have a lot of money but can likely come up with some 
funding for the pre engineering work.  Mr. Miller said that the school will participate in the pre 
engineering costs as well.  With the other work being done in this area we may be able to come 
up with matching dollars for the grant. 
 
Mr. Miller said that timing is right for this grant because of the other projects that are happening 
near the area.   
 
Mr. Lundquist said that the Broadway work won’t be done for about three years so this may not 
work timing-wise as potential match.  Having sidewalks on SW 4th would be a good idea but 
timing needs to be considered.  Unless the scope of the project is really narrowed this may just 
be a waste of funds at this time.  For engineering, there needs to be delineation as to what th 
engineer will be providing.  With the other projects on the horizon, there may not be funds 
available to do additional street improvements. 
 
Mr. Miller said that the school also sees this as a benefit and would look at funds to assist with 
finding the 20% match. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that it would be easy to put together a map showing the intended scope of work 
for the Council to review.  One of the biggest concerns for the grant opportunity is that the City 
recognize this as a priority for infrastructure needs.  The estimated $4000-$5000 for the pre 
engineering work is something that the school is willing to assist with. 
 
Consensus to provide a conceptual layout of the infrastructure to be completed for Council to 
review in August. 
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Mayor Kirsch said that he looks forward to working with the school wherever it can be done. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING UPDATE:  Mayor Kirsch said that we don’t have an update this 
evening.  Councilor Baughman was going to send the plans to the pole building engineer but we 
haven’t heard from him yet. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, said that since we haven’t heard back is there a possibility that Mrs. 
Cook can contact the engineer. 
 
Councilor Trout said that engineering takes time. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if staff can obtain the engineers name and contact information and get an 
update on the status of the engineering of the building. 
 
280 NE SANTIAM BLVD LISTING:   Mayor Kirsch said that the owners of 280 NE Santiam Blvd 
visited with him and staff about listing the building.  They aren’t concerned with listing but stated 
preference to listing it locally. 
 
Councilor Trout said that we can terminate a listing and re-list with another realtor. 
 
Councilor Trout declared a potential conflict as he works for the local real estate broker. 
 
Councilor Keen said that she would feel better staying with the Salem agent because the local 
agent was affiliated with the owners and it would be better to keep things separate.  Councilor 
Plotts agreed. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that the staff memo states that the owners would support the City if they 
choose to remain with the Salem agent so a local agent could sell it still. 
 
Consensus to remain with Salem agent. 
 
Mrs. Cook asked if the Council wants to get sign off for the MLS.  Consensus to do so. 
 
Councilor Keen asked for a status on the campers on SE 3rd Avenue.  Mrs. Cook said that she 
has not spoken with the attorney since the week of the last Council meeting but knows that the 
complaint wasn’t filed by the date he had hoped to do so. 
 
Mrs. Cook advised that there is a Tiger Grant coordination meeting set for July 31st at City Hall. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she received a request for reimbursement of $45.00 to the Fourth of July 
Committee for sand that was used for the horseshoe pits.  Mayor Kirsch asked if we can get a 
receipt.  Mrs. Cook said that one was provided.  Consensus to reimburse the funds. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


