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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015 
 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long.  Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz 
and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Billy Arndt, Kraig Arndt, Roy Bertolani, Daniel Bielenberg, Dept of 
Corrections, State of Oregon, Ann Carey, Ken Cartwright, Dennis Chamberlin, Charles Denker, 
Marie Harmon, Ashley Johnson, Sgt. Greg Klein, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, Roel Lundquist, 
Dawn Plotts, Bill Sanderson, Frances Villwock and Rick Villwock. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz gave a brief report stating that 
the sand filters were tested this month.  The results are in and everything looks good.  The sand 
filter was designed for 185,000 gallons per day of flow and we are only putting in around 85,000 
gallons. 
 
Mr. Foltz recognized the Baptist Church Youth Group for the work they did prior to the 4th of July.  
The painted bollards, park benches and picnic tables. 
 
The aquifer levels dropped at the first of the month when it got hot, going from 180,000 gallons 
per day to about 380,000 gallons per day being pumped out of the wells.  The aquifer did recover. 
 
There were a lot of problems over the 4th of July with the electricity at Kimmel Park.  Part of the 
issue is that the vendors are using extension cords that are too low gauge for the pull they are 
taking.  Mayor Thacker asked if there is money in the budget for electrical.  Mrs. Cook said that 
there may be some funds available.  Mayor Thacker asked Mr. Foltz to work with Councilor 
Baughman.  Councilor Baughman said that if something is going to be done with the electrical he 
thinks that there needs to be lights installed at the same time with outlets in each of the light 
poles. 
 
Mayor Thacker pulled the Wastewater System Operator Certification discussion stating that it has 
come to the Council’s attention that retired Public Works Supervisor John Dickinson is not 
planning to renew his certifications so the City has looked at another option; Oregon Association 
of Water Utilities (OAWU), contracting with them to be the operator of record as well as training 
Mr. Foltz for the certifications that he needs in order to run the City’s water and wastewater 
systems. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee has reviewed the agreement between the City and OAWU and he 
feels it is a basic agreement that allows for the services the City needs.  The monthly fee is 
$1000. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that the Save Our Bridge Committee is very happy with the 
time and effort that the Public Works employees did with putting up their sign by the bridge and 
thanked Mr. Foltz. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Ave, asked when the DEQ form advising of the operator of record will be 
done.  Mayor Thacker said that OAWU will be the operator of record and will be done upon 
signing of the agreement. 
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Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Approve Agreement with 
OAWU in the Amount of $1000 Per Month. 
 
Mayor Thacker pulled Resolution No. 774 - Seasonal Grounds Laborer Job Description for 
discussion stating that he would like to appoint Councilors Keen and Long to the interview 
committee along with Mr. Foltz. 
 
Councilor Long said that the job description states that a riding lawn mower needs to be used by 
the employee and asked if this person will also need to drive the tractor mower.  Mr. Foltz said 
that there shouldn’t be a need for the employee to drive the tractor mower.  However, it is 
possible that the nuisance mowing may need to use this mower. 
 
Mr. Foltz asked if the job description should include the requirement that the employee have their 
own vehicle. 
 
Billy Arndt, SW Parkside Dr, asked about the age requirement for running the equipment.  Mayor 
Thacker said that he contacted BOLI and OSHA and there should not be an issue. 
 
Frances Villwock, NE Cherry St, said that she has an issue with this process.  Mrs. Villwock said 
that taking the ability for local teens to mow the lawns and make money away from them is not 
what she believes should be done.  Mrs. Villwock added that she believes that this decision is 
being made because of a personal vendetta. 
 
Mayor Thacker clarified that this decision is based on saving the City and taxpayers money. 
 
Councilor Keen  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Approve Resolution No. 
774 – Seasonal Grounds Laborer Job Description, as Amended.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (5:1) with Councilor Heller voting nay. 
  
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller , to approve items a; Approval 
of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of June 23, 2015, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, 
and c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, June 2015, of the consent 
agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   William Arndt, SW Parkside Dr, said that he grew up 
in this down and cares about this town.  Mr. Arndt said that he is disabled, which should never 
have been brought up during a Council meeting.  This business was started to help his kids get 
the things they need including their vehicles.  Mr. Arndt noted that it has been said for two years 
that his business is not legal.  However, the business is legal.  Mr. Arndt said that the charges 
they charged for the mowing were fair and much lower than other local businesses.  On top of 
that, Mr. Arndt said that when they do the work they clean up the property entirely. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the Council is not saying anything about how Mr. Arndt charges nor 
about how he does business.  The intention of hiring a mower is to save the City and taxpayers 
money. 
 
Dennis Chamberlin, NW River Rd, said that he would like to call the Council’s attention to an 
article about the effects of a disastrous earthquake, stating that he would like to have some 
consideration given to code language for safety measurements within Mill City. 
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Marie Harmon, Gates, said that she used a local maintenance/mowing company, recommended 
by the Senior Center to fix a fence.  The gentleman did not do the job and was very impolite 
during the process.  Ms. Harmon said that this is not the kind of person that should be working for 
the City. 
 
Roy Bertolani, SW High St, said that this same gentleman has other issues and would not be a 
good employee for the City. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
PRESENTATIONS/GUESTS:  Daniel Bielenberg, Department of Corrections, State of Oregon, 
said that he took a look at some proposed work and felt that he should come explain the program 
to the Council and community.  A certified correctional officer and ten adult males in custody 
would be brought into Mill City to do the work the City needs to have done.  The correctional 
officers are not armed when coming into the community.  The offenders are low risk and on track 
to go home, which means that they do not want to mess up.  Typical crimes may involve drug or 
alcohol issues and possibly theft.  The cost of the program goes mostly to the officer’s wages.  
The inmates make about $2/hour.  Mr. Bielenberg said that the Department of Corrections does 
not want to take work away from the private sector so if any of the work would do this then they 
would not be interested. 
 
Councilor Follis said that she has spoken with Fire Chief Leland Ohrt about partnering with them 
for the costs related to removing blackberries from around the WWTP.  Chief Ohrt has approval 
to spend up to $400, possibly more if costs go over this amount. 
 
Councilor Follis said that other programs have eight to ten inmates with an eight hour day, 
including travel.  With the Department of Corrections it is a ten man crew and a ten hour day, 
including travel. 
 
Councilor Follis asked if a site survey needs to be done every time that the City requests a crew.  
Mr. Bielenberg said that a site inspection only needs to be done one time. 
 
Mr. Lundquist asked if the City disposes of the debris.  Mr. Bielenberg said that they do not haul 
away debris. 
 
Mr. Bielenberg said that if the City ever has an emergency where snow shoveling or sandbagging 
needs to be done, just call and payment will be worked out later. 
 
Councilor Baughman  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Direct Mayor Thacker 
to Sign the State of Oregon Department of Corrections Inmate Work Program Agreement.  The 
motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Sgt. Greg Klein, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, gave a brief 
update on the monthly report and added that it has been reformatted since the last time he was 
here. 
 
Councilor Heller said that the signs for road closures were out but not put up when they were 
supposed to be by the deputies. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he recommended that Linn County Commissioner Roger Nyquist speak 
with Sgt. Klein about the care facility that is next to the market on S 1st Avenue. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Business Loan Program:  No update. 
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Marion County Community Projects Grant:  A final cost estimate and time for installation is 
expected this week. 
 
Mill City Falls – Hammond Park Restroom Project:  During the last Council meeting it was asked 
that in addition to the order forms for the restroom buildings that Penny provided from CXT, the 
Council be provided pictures of sample buildings that we may have constructed.  Two of the six 
buildings are included for discussion.  Once the Council determines which elements of the 
buildings they wish to include staff can proceed with obtaining the cost estimate for the building. 
 
Councilor Baughman noted during the previous meeting that he does not feel geotech survey 
work needs to be done on this site.  State Parks and Recreation was contacted and advised that 
they don’t require the geotech work.  However, that does not mean another state agency would 
not.  
 
Councilor Keen said that she thinks the Denali style restroom would work the best for Mill City.  
This allows for four individual rooms that can be used either as a restroom or as a changing 
room. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he is not convinced that having four individual rooms that lock is the best 
option for our community.  There are issues with syringes being left in the restrooms so it may 
make more sense to have just one locking door with stalls. 
 
Councilor Keen explained that all of the plumbing is inside the chase wall rather than being in the 
restroom itself.  The Denali could be turned so that the doors face east and west and the north 
side could have informational signs on it. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked Councilor Baughman to work with Councilor Keen to outline options for the 
Council to consider. 
 
Councilor Heller said that Councilor Keen’s suggestion of the informational signs needs to be 
considered. 
 
Plastic Bag/Biodegradable Code:  A draft of the plastic bag/biodegradable code was provided to 
Council.  Mayor Thacker said that he would like to see an implementation date of January 1, 2016 
to allow local businesses time to determine how best to deal with the change. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that he is not entirely comfortable with his definition of plastic bags yet so he 
will be looking at this.  There is also a need to determine how to explain that produce bags are 
not included in this ban and should be used when bagging leaking meat packages. 
 
Mr. McGehee recommended getting a draft out to the businesses for them to be made aware of 
the possibility of adoption and request comments from the owners. 
 
Mrs. Villwock said that plastic bags will still be brought into town. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that the City needs to take into account any event that they sponsor such as 
Dog Daze where plastic bags may be used.  Mrs. Cook added that there are also non-profits in 
town that use donated plastic bags and asked whether they, too will be required to stop using the 
bags.  Mayor Thacker said that he feels they should comply as well. 
 
Certificate of Water Rights: At the May 12, 2015 meeting Council was advised of the recent 
notification from Water Resources Department that our Certificate of Water Rights has not been 
completed and filed with the State.  This was due to the City contesting the proposed certificates 
figures related to the amount of water that could be pumped from the wells. 
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Staff was authorized to have Steve Bruce do research on this issue to advise the City of the 
status and options.  Mr. Bruce’s response is enclosed for review.  If the City wishes to continue 
with the request to increase the pumping rate for both wells then we need to provide the 
appropriate documentation to Water Resources Department before June 8, 2015.  Mr. Bruce 
indicates that there may be an option of requesting a short extension but it would not be for very 
long. 
 
Based on the discussion at the Council meeting staff requested an extension on the June 8 
deadline in order to try to obtain the necessary documentation to show the ability to pull more 
from each well.  Staff asked Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz to work with retired Public 
Works Supervisor John Dickinson to identify the needed information. 
 
Gerry Clark, Water Resources Department, indicated that he is willing to work with the City and 
has asked for a time frame in which we can obtain the necessary documentation.  Mrs. Cook 
responded to Mr. Clark asking how much back data will be needed.  He called and advised that, if 
possible, he would like to see this issue taken care of by September 1, 2015.  There are a few 
ways we can provide the needed documentation of cfs pulled from the individual wells; past 
documentation, new documentation or a written affidavit from John Dickinson.  The last option 
should be our last resort as we would then have to be able to prove the “draw” should it be 
questioned. 
 
Considering the state of many cities and counties in Oregon regarding water conservation, it is 
advisable that the City not pursue any documentation that would require further drawdown of our 
water supply at this time.  It may be necessary, come September 1, 2015 to request a further 
extension on obtaining this information because of the drought conditions. 
 
Wastewater System Operator Certification:  Discussed previously. 
 
Councilor Baughman noted that a letter should be sent to Mr. Dickinson advising him of the City’s 
decision to move forward with an agreement with OAWU and terminating his part time status.  
Mayor Thacker will draft a letter to send thanking Mr. Dickinson for his service and advising him 
of the City’s decision. 
 
Law Enforcement Contract: The Council held a workshop on Tuesday, June 2, 2015 to discuss 
the current law enforcement contract and the addition of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU).  City Attorney Jim McGehee dictated the changes and a draft of the document was 
reviewed by Council at the June 10, 2015 meeting. 
 
Based on that discussion, staff made minor modifications related to the liaison language.  The 
document was then forwarded to Sheriff Bruce Riley for review.  On Wednesday, July 1, 2015 a 
meeting with Linn County Sheriff’s representatives, Mayor Thacker, Councilor Heller and City 
Attorney Jim McGehee was held to review the draft MOU language.  Mr. McGehee left the 
meeting with language changes.  A draft of the MOU was provided to Council for consideration. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that Sheriff Riley has reviewed the modifications to the MOU and generally feels it 
will be okay to move forward with.  However, there are a few minor issues that Captain Kevin 
Guilford will be looking at and commenting on before a final approval is given; the word “shall” 
within the document and specifically related to the assignment of deputies one at a time and, 
double checking the contract dollar figure to ensure it includes the 5% increase. 
 
Nuisance Mowing: Councilor Long and Councilor Baughman were appointed to review the 
nuisance mowing code and make suggestions for changes.  Staff provided information to 
Councilor Long for their review. 
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Councilor Long said that it is clear for him that we need to move forward with the part time 
position for mowing.  A large part of public works time is taken up with general labor that can be 
taken care of with a mower. 
 
Railroad Bridge Update/SOB: The Save Our Bridge Committee is moving forward with 
fundraising.  $80,000 in private donations have been provided to the City.  In addition, more funds 
are trickling into City Hall as well as on the GoFundMe fundraising site.  
 
Mr. Lundquist said that tee shirts and buttons are available for sale.  A July 27 meeting on the 
bridge to begin discussing design elements is set. 
 
Ordinance No. 378 – Annexation and Rezone; 365 NE 3rd Avenue: At the June 23, 2015 meeting 
the Council held a public hearing to determine whether to allow annexation of 365 NE 3rd Avenue 
into the City.  Upon closing the hearing a motion to approve the annexation was made and the 
Ordinance was read for the first time by title only.  To complete the process, Ordinance No. 378 
needs to be read for the second time by title only and direction to enact and sign made. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller to Read Ordinance No 378 for 
Second Reading by Title Only. The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook read Ordinance No. 378 by title only. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Enact Ordinance No. 378 and 
to Direct Mayor Thacker to Sign the Ordinance as Enacted.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
 
Planning Commission Work Program: The Planning Commission submitted its 2015-2016 work 
program in February to the Council.  Planning members asked at their July 10, 2015 meeting, 
which was attended by Mayor Thacker and Councilor Baughman, that the Council review this 
document and provide feedback about the items that they plan to work on in the coming year.   
 
Mayor Thacker said that this is an important document for the Planning Commission and would 
like for this document to be reviewed by Council so that a discussion can take place at the next 
meeting. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if the work program is outlined in order of importance.  Mrs. Carey 
said that they are not. 
 
Planning Commission meetings will now be held on the third Tuesday of the month at 6:30p.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request for Waiver of Disconnect/Connect Fees: A request for waiver of disconnect/connect fees 
for Todd Boedingheimer has been submitted to the City.  Mr. Boedingheimer has not been late in 
paying his bill, nor has he been near having his water shut off in well over six months, which is 
the time frame used to allow staff to remove a late fee for a customer.  The fees requested to be 
waived total $55.00; $15.00 door hanger fee and $40.00 turn on fee. 
 
In addition to the waiver request, Mr. Boedingheimer has asked for a review of the shut off policy 
as well as the procedures for having a complaint form ready for customers that have an issue 
they would like addressed.   
 
The City has a citizen service request form that is available both online as well as in the office 
should it be requested.  These forms have always been available to the public and we are happy 
to provide them when asked.  The forms are multi-purpose and are used for service requests, 
complaints and ordinance violations. 
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Mayor Thacker said that he feels it makes sense to waive the fees. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Grant Waiver of Fees in the 
Amount of $55.00 for the Month of June for Todd Boedingheimer.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Request for Funding – Community Giving Fund:  Ken Cartwright, KYAC radio, gave a brief 
presentation on the Hearts to Arts request for funding.  Mr. Cartwright said that one of the things 
the community radio does is makes it available to everyone within the community to use.  There 
are some issues with not getting the quality of signal that they would like as the antenna currently 
is.  There are requests for announcements regarding traffic issues along Hwy 22.  There is a 
need to move the antenna to a higher site, which has been identified.  However, the funds are not 
entirely secured.  Mr. Cartwright requested consideration of granting $1000 to Hearts to Arts to 
assist with moving the antenna.  The group has plans to have the move done on or before 
September 1, 2015. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he appreciates what the radio station has brought to Mill City and would 
like to see this happen. 
 
Councilor Long said that he thinks the City of Detroit’s transit occupancy tax should be a funding 
source.  In addition, the Chamber of Commerce should be asked for funding. 
 
Mr. Cartwright said that he has spoken with DLABRA about funding and because there is not a 
guarantee that the signal will reach Detroit they won’t promise funding at this time.  However, if 
the signal does reach Detroit then there is a possibility that funding will be made available. 
 
Councilor Follis moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller to Approve Hearts to Arts 
Request for Funds from Community Giving Fund in the Amount of $1000.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Cost of Living Adjustment:  During the budget process the Budget Committee and City Council 
authorized inclusion of a 2.3% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) in the FY 2015-2016 Budget.  A 
motion to ratify the COLA should be made for them it to go into effect. 
 
Councilor Keen  moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis to Approve the 2.3% Cost of 
Living Adjustment Effective July 1, 2015.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Utility Billing/Court Clerk Review: Utility Billing/Court Clerk Kimberley Johnson has received a 
satisfactory or better review.  Based on this review Mrs. Cook recommends a one-step salary 
increase from Step 2, $16.15/hr to Step 3, $16.80/hr of the salary scale. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he has been contacted by a few citizens praising Mrs. Johnson’s service 
and that he has personally spoken with Mrs. Johnson to tell her how good of a job she is doing.  
 
Councilor Heller  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Approve a One-Step Salary 
Increase from Step 2, $16.15/Hr to Step 3, $16.80/Hr of the Salary Scale for Kimberley Johnson.   
The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Meter Reader Review: Meter Reader Chuck McCauley has received a satisfactory or better 
review.  Based on this review Mrs. Cook recommends a one-step salary increase from Step 2, 
$9.62/hr to Step 3, $10.00/hr of the salary scale. 
 
Consensus to forego a step increase based on the fact that an increase was given at the last 
review. 
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Water and Sewer Shut Off Process: The process for discontinuing service to water and sewer 
accounts that are in arrears has not been followed as outlined within our code for a number of 
years.  This last shut off process staff went back to following the process entirely, including 
discontinuing the use of a 24 hour notice that was hung for customers in danger of having their 
service discontinued.  The shut off processes for April and May included a statement on each 
door hanger that advised customers that the process would be followed and the 24 hour notice 
discontinued beginning in June. 
 
The June shut off process was the smoothest process staff has had in many years and staff 
would like to continue with the process as is with a minor change to our ability to remove fees for 
a customer that has not had their service discontinued for six months.  Out of roughly 35 notices 
of discontinuance of service we are aware of only one that was not a habitually late customer.  In 
this instance, staff would like the ability to better assist the customer who may have just forgotten 
to pay their bill. 
 
Currently, with late fees, if a customer has not had a late charge in six months, the code allows 
for staff to make a one-time exception and waive the late charge.  The ability to do this for 
someone that has not had their water shut off in six months would make it easier for staff to assist 
a customer who forgot to pay the bill. 
 
The billing process is currently adopted (see enclosed Ordinances 349 and 350) as shown below: 
 

• Bills are mailed out on the last business day of the month. 
• Charges are due upon receipt and become delinquent on the 16th or the first 

business day following the 15th of each month. 
• Delinquent notices, which indicate that this is the final notice and shut off will 

occur if not paid, are mailed out with a late fee on the 16th or first business day 
following the 15th of each month. 

• Payment is due not later than the 21st of each month.  If payment is not received 
then on the 22nd or first business day following the 21st of each month, shut off 
notices are printed. 

• Public Works hangs notices and shuts off service. 
• Past due charges, including all fees must be paid in full to restore service. 

  
Prior to implementing this process the code included a 24 hour notice door hanger to be posted.  
The 24 hour notice was removed for two reasons; savings of $15.00 to the customer and less 
public works time spent on shut offs. 
 
This process, when initially implemented, decreased landlord liabilities by requiring customers 
(tenants) to keep their accounts current, increased the City’s receipt of revenues in a timely 
manner and ultimately reduced the number of late and discontinued accounts. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he would like to see the 24 hour notice adopted into the policy as it may 
help someone who has just forgotten to pay. 
 
Council consensus to move forward with adding a 24 hour notice to the policy. 
 
Resolution No. 744 – Seasonal Grounds Laborer Job Description:  Discussed prior. 
 
Ordinance No. 37X – Commissioners:  At the June 23 meeting staff was asked to modify the 
Ordinance related to the position of Building Commissioner to specifically state that this position 
is the liaison to the Planning Commission.  Ordinance No. 37X – Commissioners, makes this 
change.  The highlighted areas are new.  Unless there are additional changes, a motion to read 
the Ordinance for first reading by title only can be made. 
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Councilor Follis  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Read Ordinance No. 37X for 
First Reading by Title Only. 
 
Mrs. Cook read Ordinance No. 37X by title only. 
 
Oregon Dept. of Corrections Inmate Work Program Agreement:  Discussed prior. 
 
Technology Service Agreement – NSSD: The City has used the North Santiam School District for 
the past six to eight years for IT services at City Hall.  Each July the agreement needs to be 
renewed and approved by the Council. 
 
Enclosed is the 2015-2016 Technology Team Services Agreement with the North Santiam School 
District.  As in previous years, the agreement is for 50 hours of service at a rate of $60/hr, totaling 
$3000/year. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Approve Technology 
Service Agreement with North Santiam School District.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Water and Sewer Rate Study:  Hold to next meeting. 
 
Sewer System Development Charge (SDC) Study: Hold to next meeting. 
 
Photocopier Purchase:  Mrs. Cook said that the photocopier is going to have to be replaced as 
soon as possible.  It is currently not working and in order to have packets for the next meeting we 
will have to have a new machine.  The two machines available to the City that offer the options 
we need are a Konica Minolta and a Canon.  The staff feels that the Canon is the better machine.  
Mr. McGehee agreed with this.  The monthly fee will be around $450/mo for a five year lease.  
Mayor Thacker asked if there is money in the budget for this.  Mrs. Cook said that the money 
wasn’t technically budgeted for the lease but that there are funds available.  The funds may need 
to be moved around within the budget. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
4th of July Report: The annual 4th of July Celebration went very well.  Events were scaled back to 
a day and a half, in part due to the need for additional volunteers.  The events during the 
weekend went did run smoothly.  We have received some feedback from participants and 
vendors regarding the parade route and electricity in the park.  These items will need to be 
addressed. 
 
The vendors would like to see the parade switched back to having the staging at the park.  This 
was changed due to the congestion and danger of having vehicles and horses in Kimmel Park 
with so many people, especially children, running around.  The Committee will look at the route 
and area around Kimmel Park to determine if there is a way to make the request work. 
 
There were issues with electricity in the park again this year.  The excessive heat and the need 
for vendors to use larger gauge extension cords may be part of the cause.  However, the City 
should really begin looking into upgrading the electrical to accommodate the event needs.  Public 
Works Supervisor Russ Foltz was called on to try to fix the issues that arose and it is staff’s 
understanding that he suggested placing a cover over the electric panel to assist in keeping it 
cool. 
 
Mrs. Cook noted that we are in great need of volunteers to assist with the planning and running of 
the 4th of July Celebration. 
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Tinney Lot Line Adjustment Update:  Mrs. Cook said that she, Public Works Supervisor Russ 
Foltz and Greg Tinney met yesterday to review the starting point for the new lot line.  During the 
meeting Mr. Tinney noted his disagreement with the actual area of the right-of-way, stating that it 
is actually 12 feet to the east of where it is shown on the survey map.  Mrs. Cook will be 
contacting Barker Surveying and scheduling a time for Greg Wilson to come meet with Mr. Tinney 
and staff to outline the right-of-way and property pins. 
 
City Attorney Report:  Mr. McGehee said that the resident at 424 SW Cedar Street has until the 
first of August to respond to the complaint filed in court. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker  said that there was a meeting with Linn County Commissioner Roger Nyquist 
and he is looking into the signage issue as well as the pothole by Wayside Memorial Park.  Linn 
County has said that the street from SW 5th Avenue to the bridge needs to be either fully 
reconstructed or an overlay needs to be done.  A traffic study will need to be done in order for the 
County to potentially lower the speed limit. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that a traffic study was done in the 90’s which indicated that the speed should be 
raised on Kingwood Avenue.  The City sent a letter stating that they did not want the speed raised 
and the County relented.  Commissioner Nyquist stressed that if a study is done, the results will 
be implemented. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that a traffic study takes into account the actual average speed that drivers are 
driving on the road in question. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said there were six permits so far this month. 
 
Councilor Follis  said that the Fire Department is ready to assist with costs for cleaning up 
blackberries.  Councilor Follis is working with Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz to get the 
hydrants replaced as discussed in recent meetings. 
 
Councilors Heller and Keen had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Long  said that he has requested a meeting be set up with Linn County Road Master 
Darrin Lane to discuss Broadway.  Councilor Long requested the use of the pop up tents for the 
Youth Benefit Golf Tournament.  Staff will have them available on the 28th. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No executive session held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:54 PM. 
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