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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Thacker adjourned into executive session under ORS 192.660 (2)(h) to 
consult with your attorney regarding current litigation or litigation that is more than likely than not 
to be filed.  
 
At 6:33 p.m. Mayor Thacker adjourned executive session and opened into regular session. 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the regular meeting at 6:33 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present 
were Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Penny A. Keen, C. Michael Long and Roel Lundquist.  Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz 
and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Lt. Michelle Duncan, LCSO, Marge Henning, Tony 
Trout and Frances Villwock. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz gave a brief report on the 
following: 
 
Pump Report – there was more water pumping done last month but the loss went up as well.  The 
issue must be in the meters or the software.  There are a lot of old meters that run slower and 
slower until they finally stop.  There are also leaks that need to be fixed. 
 
Driveway Approach Standard – Mr. Foltz had City Engineer John Ashley draw up a driveway 
standard.  This must be approved by Council in order to be included in the Public Works Design 
Standards. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that the standard has a minimum 12’ wide approach instead of the 10’ 
that is in our written standards.  Mr. Foltz will look into this. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, asked if there is any time frame for updating the Public Works Design 
Standards.  Councilor Baughman said that it hasn’t been discussed further. 
 
Councilor Lundquist suggested having an outline of standards that need to be updated provided 
as a first focus for Mr. Ashley then do the rest later. 
 
Mr. Foltz will work with Mr. Kinney and Mr. Ashley to get the PWDS updated. 
 
4th of July – Readying for the 4th of July was the focus of Public Works this month.  A special 
thanks to Ken Cartwright for helping get the electricity taken care of before the 4th of July.  Mr. 
Cartwright will be pursuing a grant to do further upgrades to the electricity. 
 
Leak, SW 1st Avenue – There was a large leak on SW 1st Avenue that has been fixed.  A patch 
will need to be done on the road. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that there was a disconnect in the communication between the wells and the 
reservoirs this weekend.  The issue has been fixed.  Mr. Foltz spent most of Saturday taking care 
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of this issue which would be overtime for the week.  However, Mr. Foltz would like to take this as 
comp time.   Mrs. Cook explained that our policy doesn't allow for comp time unless approved by 
Council or if there is no funding in the budget for the overtime. 
 
Councilor Keen  moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Approve Comp Time for Russ 
Foltz for Saturday, July 9, 2016.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that he appreciated Mr. Foltz’s follow up with the bark dust at Memorial 
Park. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that has spoken with Mr. Foltz about doing the demolition work on the 
proposed sheriff’s substation remodel.  There is electricity in the wall that needs to be identified 
first. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen , to approve items a; Approval of 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of June 28, 2016, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, and 
c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, June, 2016, of the consent agenda.  
Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that he did not pull it because he concurs with paying the bill but he 
would like clarification on whether Hearts to Arts will be paying for the overage on their land use 
application.  Mayor Thacker said that he believes they will be required to pay these costs. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, asked if Marge Henning 
has been notified of the potential to be on the law enforcement review committee.  Councilor 
Lundquist said that he has only spoken with Fire Chief Leland Ohrt to this point. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Lt. Duncan, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, gave the 
sheriff’s report for the month of June. 
 
Lt. Duncan said that today a deputy seized a dog and took it to animal control.  There is another 
person being sought for a citation for an animal offense. 
 
Jim Lepin, Neighborhood Watch Liaison, noted that for the population Mill City has the lowest 
crime rates among Linn County contract cities. 
 
Lt. Duncan gave a brief report on how dog control must be handled within Mill City explaining that 
even though animal control for Linn County is under the Sheriff’s Office all of the rules and 
regulations are county guidelines, which is the same in Marion County.  Linn County deputies will 
be able to handle dog complaint issues by giving citations but for anything else, licensing, seizing, 
etc, there will have to be some participation by Marion County Animal Control.  Sgt. Greg Klein is 
working with Marion County currently to see how this will be handled. 
 
Councilor Follis asked if there has been any update on homeless camps in the parks areas.  Lt. 
Duncan said that this has been put out to the deputies and requested that if any camps are seen 
that they be called in so the deputies have an idea of where to look. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that several months ago he was given permission to start prosecuting people 
who do not show up on citations.  There have been a couple of cite and releases done and Mr. 
McGehee would like to have the violators taken to Linn County and booked.  Lt. Duncan 
suggested changing the warrants from “cites” to “custody”. 
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Mayor Thacker said that there is a homeless camp up Rock Creek that has been described as 
horrible.  Lt. Duncan said that this has been relayed to the deputies and patrols are being done. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that a drug detective was supposed to contact him in mid-June about a drug 
house in Mill City and he still has not been contacted.  Lt. Duncan said to have the person with 
the information contact her directly and she will work on it herself. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Railroad Bridge Update/SOB:   Per Council authorization staff has contacted Ausland Group and 
asked Greg Ausland to provide the City with a cost estimate for the work as outlined in the RFP 
issued last month.  Mr. Ausland indicated that the work would generally exceed the $5000 we are 
hoping to spend for this work but he will see what can be done to work within the $5000 range. 
 
Mrs. Cook received an email from Mr. Ausland on July 6 indicating that he would be working up a 
scope of work and budget this week.   
 
An SOB meeting is scheduled for tomorrow. 
 
Water and Sewer Rate Study:  No update at this time. 
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment:  Mr. McGehee said that the deed is in hand along with the legal 
description.  Confirmation on who to deed the land to needs to be gotten then it can be recorded. 
 
Public Works Building Replacement:  Mayor Thacker said that this project will be handled by 
Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz.  Mr. Foltz will coordinate with Councilor Baughman, 
Planning Advisor David Kinney and City Recorder Stacie Cook on the project. 
 
Income Study:  No update at this time. 
 
Mill City Municipal Code Proposed Chapter 9.32 – Illegal Burning:  This document has been 
provided to Linn County Sheriff for review.  Cpt. Kevin Guilford asked that we review the code 
and letter to cross reference each other stating that the changes that City Attorney Jim McGehee 
outlined during the Council meeting to the letter now conflict with the code itself. 
 
Mrs. Cook reviewed the documents and did not find any conflicting statements so a request to 
give specific areas of conflict has been made of Cpt. Guilford.  Lt. Duncan will review this and get 
an answer to Mrs. Cook. 
 
Public Works Supervisor Review:  Mr. McGehee said that the City needs to develop a policy for 
reviews.  There is a person in the Bend CCIS office that is an expert in this issue and a meeting 
should be set with her, Mayor Thacker, Mrs. Cook and Mr. Foltz. 
 
If complaints are being made at an open Council meeting about an employee this is against 
Oregon law.  With the Council being the review board for complaints that creates a problem as 
well. 
 
Finance Clerk Review:  See Public Works Supervisor above. 
 
Law Enforcement Services Options:  No update at this time. 
 
Park Host Vacancy:  Mrs. Cook said that she has advertised this vacancy on craigslist and on an 
RVers site. 
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LOC Legislative Issues:  Each of the Council members were provided, via email and hardcopy, 
with a list of priority legislative objectives options for LOC to focus on. Staff received comments 
from five Councilors. A tally of results from those submitted is:  
 
A; Needed Housing Assistance Program – 1 
F; Funding Public Energy Projects – 1 
H; Property Tax Reform – Market Value/Local Control – 1 
I; Property Tax Reform – Fairness and Equity - 1 
L; Marijuana and Vaping Taxes – 1 
M; Restore Recreational Immunity – 3 
O; Marijuana Legalization Implementation – 1 
P; Mental Health Investments – 1 
R; subsidy for Retiree Health Insurance Repeal – 2 
S; PERS Reform – 3 
Y; 911 Emergency Communications – 1 
Z; Technology Funding – 1 
AA; Funding Water System Resilience – 2 
 
The four with the most votes are items M, R, S and AA. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Identify Mill City’s LOC 
Legislative Priorities as Items M, R, S and AA.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
WAVE Franchise:  Mayor Thacker and staff will be working to draft a letter to WAVE concerning 
the service provided to Mill City.  Mrs. Cook made two notes of concern based on prior 
discussions; lack of phone service and 911 when without electricity and issues with cable 
channels.  As noted at the June 28 meeting, to draft a concise and effective letter staff will need 
more specific incidents in which to cite. 
 
If anyone has specific items that might be included, or knows of someone experiencing problems, 
please provide them to staff or request that the person contact me as soon as possible. 
 
Councilor Long said that he received a packet of information from a citizen regarding service 
issues with WAVE.  This will be provided to Mrs. Cook for use in the letter from the Mayor. 
 
Councilor Long asked Mr. McGehee whether the City should be receiving franchise fees for the 
WAVE phone service.  Mr. McGehee said that they should be paying franchise fees.  Councilor 
Long said that he has phone through WAVE and does not pay franchise fees on it. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that the franchise agreement likely has a clause that states the City has the 
right to request attendance by WAVE at a Council meeting. 
 
Mrs. Cook will draft a request for information to include in the newsletter and issue a press 
release asking for information from citizens regarding service.  This issue will be brought back at 
the first meeting in August. 
 
Dangerous/Derelict Building Code:  Mr. McGehee said that he sees no issue with the language 
as drafted but wants it to be clear that there are a number of properties in Mill City that will fall 
under the code as a violation. 
 
Staff will bring a draft ordinance to the next meeting for consideration of a first reading by title 
only. 
 
Animal Codes:  Discussed above. 
 
Linn County Sheriff’s Substation:  Discussed above. 
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Meter Reader Vacancy:  Mr. Foltz said that he would like to be able to get interviews started for 
the meter reader position.  Council authorized setting interviews.  Mr. Foltz, Mrs. Cook and 
Councilor Follis will be on the panel. 
 
Pacific Sanitation Rate Increase – Public Hearing Date:  Mrs. Cook reviewed the City code 
related to franchises to ensure that we go through the proper process to implement a fee increase 
for the Pacific Sanitation franchise.  Per code we must hold a public hearing and take testimony 
on the proposal prior to adopting a resolution authorizing the increase. 
 
The public hearing has been advertised for July 26, 2016 at 6:30p.m.  Mike Kuenzi has been 
advised and plans to attend in case there are any questions from the community. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if the seven year rolling agreement can be changed for this franchise 
agreement.  Mr. McGehee said that it can but notice must be given seven years in advance.  Mrs. 
Cook said that she would suggest contacting Mike Kuenzi about changing the franchise to be a 
set renewal instead of a rolling.  Consensus to ask for a five year set renewal. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that some franchise agreements allow for review of financials. 
 
Staff will provide a copy of this franchise agreement to Council. 
 
Request to Remove Trees/Landscape; 137 SW 4th Ave & Walking Path:  A second request 
concerning the landscaping at 137 SW 4th Avenue and the walking path came to staff.  Mr. Berrey 
is asking the City to assist with the placement of top soil for the landscaping area.  Mrs. Cook 
asked for estimates on quantity and cost and was provided the figures 175 cubic yards of soil at a 
cost of $4550.00. 
 
Based on these numbers staff informed Mr. Berrey that the total cost is over 60% of our parks 
budget and did not see the City being able to provide the soil.  However, the City Council is the 
final decision on this matter and that the request would be brought before you. 
 
Mr. Berrey also mentions placing an irrigation system in the center lawn between the walking path 
and Linn Place.  The idea is a good one and staff believes we should speak with Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz about getting lines installed.  Mrs. Cook does not believe that connecting 
the line to Mr. Berrey’s service would be a good option, however.  In fact, if we do plan to install 
irrigation to the center planting area then it would make sense that the irrigation done in the new 
landscaping be on the same line.  This keeps the issue of public vs. private water consumption 
separate. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that we are very grateful for all of the work but the problem with the cost is 
that we didn’t budget for it and can not afford it. 
 
Consensus to deny request for assistance and to not connect any irrigation to a private service, 
rather connecting it to a City line/meter. 
 
Mrs. Cook will write a letter explaining financial constraints and thanking Mr. Berrey for the work. 
 
Councilor Lundquist said that there should be dead end barriers on SW 4th Avenue which could 
help with denoting bicycle and pedestrian accesses. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution No. 793 – SCA Grant; NE 5th Avenue:   Resolution No. 793 authorizes submittal of the 
2016 Special City Allotment Grant application for NE 5th Avenue.  Project costs have been 
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requested but have not been provided yet.  Once received the engineer’s estimate for the full 
project will be provided to Council.  
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Approve Resolution No. 793 – 
Authorizing Application to the Oregon Department of Transportation 2016 special City Allotment 
Grant Program. The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Resolution No. 794 – Approving Referral of Ban on Marijuana to Electors; Repealing Resolution 
No. 779:  While preparing the paperwork to submit our ballot caption, question and summary Mrs. 
Cook realized that the caption and question included a few words too many.  Mrs. Cook 
immediately contacted City Attorney Jim McGehee to review the wording with him and make 
modifications to comply with the word number restrictions. 
 
A corrective resolution is necessary to modify the wording. 
   
Councilor Follis  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Approve Resolution No. 794 – 
Approving Referral to Electors the Question of Banning Marijuana and Repealing Resolution No. 
779.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Resolution No. 795 – Approving Referral of Question of 3% Tax on Marijuana to Electors; 
Repealing Resolution No. 787:  See discussion for Resolution No. 794 above. 
   
Councilor Follis  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Approve Resolution No. 795 – 
Approving Referral to the Electors the Question of Imposing a Three Percent Tax on Marijuana 
and Repealing Resolution No. 787.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Blood Drive – Wednesday, August 3, 2016; 1:30PM to 6:30PM:  The American Red Cross usually 
holds their donation drives at Santiam Jr/Sr High School.  However, the hours are not conducive 
to those who work until 5:00p.m.  In November 2012 Council made a motion to allow a blood 
drive to be scheduled at City Hall.  We have discussed the possibility with representatives from 
Red Cross of having a blood drive here over the past two and a half years but have never set a 
specific date. 
 
Tammy Dederick, American Red Cross, stopped by City Hall last week hoping to schedule a 
blood drive that would allow for after 5:00p.m. appointments.  We have tentatively set a blood 
drive for Wednesday, August 3, 2016 from 1:30p.m. to 6:30p.m.  Unless there are concerns from 
Council regarding this event we will confirm the date and time and assist with the drive by placing 
posters at City Hall and around Mill City 
 
Consensus to allow blood drive. 
 
Annual Clean Up Day Report & Discussion:  Councilor Baughman said that we need to look at 
the metal recycling as Cherry City would bring the box for free.  All of our profits are being taken 
in haul costs.  Further discussion held until next meeting. 
 
Request to Attend Oregon Mayor’s Association Conference; July 21-23, 2016, Lincoln City, OR:  
Request withdrawn due to cost. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
4th of July Report:  Mrs. Cook said that things seemed to go well with the 4th of July.  A revenues 
and expenditures report will be forthcoming.  A debrief meeting is set for July 27, 2016. 
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Out-of-Office; July 21/22, 2016:  Mrs. Cook will be taking vacation days next Thursday and 
Friday. 
 
Vacation; August 12-19, 2016:  Mrs. Cook will be on vacation next month between August 12 and 
19. 
 
Councilor Long said that Dog Daze is not on the City’s calendar.  Mrs. Cook said that it is still 
being sponsored. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
424 SW Cedar Street:  Mr. McGehee said that a response has come in from the defendant.  Mrs. 
Cook will send it to Council. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker  said that he has been asked to attend a lunch with Congressman Kurt Schraeder 
next week. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that FEMA is implementing flood plain regulations that all cities with flood 
plains will have to comply with.  Planning Advisor David Kinney and the Planning Commission will 
be working on this and will provide an update to Council as information becomes available. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said that there was one permit issued for removal of interior walls.  Mrs. 
Cook said that she was contacted today and advised that Linn County has said no permit is 
required.  A request for confirmation has been made. 
 
Councilor Follis  said she will not be at the next meeting. 
 
Councilors Keen  and Lundquist had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Long  said that he has not been able to contact Linn County Street Department yet. 
 
Councilor Long said that he would like to discuss the Housing Rehab fund as the 1988 
documentation that staff is providing shows that there was over $300,000 in the original loan and 
he wants to be sure that the City is okay with using these dollars in other ways now that they 
have come back to the City.  Councilor Lundquist concurred that the dollar figure sounds correct. 
 
Mr. McGhee said that the original grant was written to have the city try to continue the program 
but the City is allowed to use it for other purposes once paid back. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


