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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, July 11, 2017 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Brett Katlong, Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Staff members in 
attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, City Attorney Jim McGehee and Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Ann Carey, Vicki Emery, JoAnn Hebing, Mike Hebing, Sgt. Greg 
Klein, Roel Lundquist, Eric Munroe and Bill Sanderson. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has a conflict of interest with accounts payable and his land 
use decision. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Baughman Pulled item ‘b’ accounts payables and ‘g’ Recommendation 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman, to approve items a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of June 27, 2017, c; Acceptance of Monthly 
Expenditures Report, May 2017, d; Acceptance of Monthly Expenditures Report, June 2017, e; 
Approval of 2% COLA for All Permanent Employees, Effective July 1, 2017, as Authorized Within 
the 2017-2018 FY Budget, f; Approval of Waiver of Leak Charges for Marilyn Favor, 139 SW 8th 
Avenue, to the Highest Consumption in the Past Year and, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook 
polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to approve item, b; Approval of 
Accounts Payable.  The motion passed, (5:0:1) with Councilor Baughman abstaining. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he feels that hiring an employee should not be under the consent 
agenda and the hiring should state for a one year term. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Approve Recommendation to 
Hire Vicki Emery to Fill the Vacant Finance Clerk Position, Effective August 1, 2017, With a 
Starting Wage of Step 1; $15.88 or $16.20(w/COLA)/HR and Subject to a Background Check for 
a term of one year.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:  Sgt. Greg Klein gave the Linn County Sheriff’s Report for 
the month of June. 
 
The Fourth of July went well.  There were two fireworks complaints; one on the SE side of town 
and one on the NW side. 
 
OSP is ready to move forward with bringing an intoxilyzer to the substation.  They will need to 
have access to the building so a keycard is being looked at. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked about an increase in activity at night by juveniles.  Sgt. Klein said that this is 
common around the County. 
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Mayor Kirsch asked if the security for the 4th of July were armed and if they work with the sheriff’s 
office.  Sgt. Klein said that they were armed and if there is any issue they would contact the 
sheriff’s office. 
 
Councilor Trout asked about the intoxilyzer that will be brought into the substation.  Sgt. Klein 
said that the State Police is the agency in charge of the intoxilyzer and they do the updates and 
calibrations. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he had a complaint from a citizen about parking next to a fire hydrant 
and asked if there is a distance from a hydrant that someone must follow.  Sgt. Klein said that 
there is a distance that must be adhered to.  City Attorney Jim McGehee said that we would 
follow state statute. 
 
JoAnn Hebing asked if the Sheriff’s Office has been contacted about the August 20th River City 
Art and Music Jamboree.  Sgt. Klein said that there have been several meetings about the eclipse 
that he has attended. 
 
Sgt. Klein said that he spoke with a deputy with Marion County and was advised that they have a 
game plan for the eclipse.  There will be an incident command in Detroit.  Linn County is still 
looking at their plan and the City will be advised once a final determination has been made.  It is 
possible that extra personnel will be brought on to handle the day of the eclipse. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz gave a brief report on the 
following items: 
 
Pump Report – The report is holding average for sales vs. pumped water. 
 
4th of July – Most of Public Works staff time was spent getting ready for the 4th of July. 
 
Total Suspended Solids – This is a test that is done in the wastewater treatment plant.  In the 
month of June we always exceed our limits.  This June we did not exceed the limits.  Taking 
down the cottonwood trees by the WWTP and catching up on pumping tanks seems to be 
helping. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that there were some signs pulled up in front of City Hall.  The Fire Department and 
school video cameras caught the act but they were not clear enough to make out who the people 
were.  However, it was determined that it was four adults. 
 
Mr. Foltz asked for an update on the public works building.  Councilor Baughman said that he met 
with David Kinney and he was going to contact the engineer for the City of Lebanon to see if he 
can do this work.  Mayor Kirsch said that he spoke with Mr. Kinney briefly and he has not been 
able to determine whether the engineer can do the work. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he would like to speak on this topic at the next meeting and make a 
decision as to how to proceed so that we can get the project moving forward. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that he called a spray service to spray the weeds at the restroom on Wall Street 
two weeks ago and they have not gotten the work done yet.  Once it is sprayed then the topsoil 
that the City has will be spread so that it can have grass seed put on.  Councilor Baughman said 
that it may be worth hydroseeding the area.  Mr. Foltz will get an estimate for hydroseed. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the remaining trees between the scout cabin and the WWTP will 
be cut down to help reduce the suspended solids. 
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Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, asked for an update on the observation deck.  Mr. Foltz said that 
there are two items ahead of the deck.  Once those are done then it will be started.  Hopefully the 
work will be done before August 21st. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if there have been a lot of nuisance mowings that need to be done.  Mr. 
Foltz said that there have been about seven so far and more will be coming. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  Eric Munroe, Wall Street, said that there have been 
people living near the pump station at Mill City Falls Park.  There wasn’t anyone there recently 
but a cache of items is beginning to grow.  The restrooms on Wall Street are used heavily and 
need to be cleaned more often.  In addition, the weeds around the restrooms need to be 
addressed.  There should be a weekly upkeep at the bathrooms.  Currently Sam Drevo is 
cleaning them as he can. 
 
Mr. Munroe said that people are putting rocks in the doors to keep them from locking and 
sleeping in the restrooms at night.  The deputies have been advised but they need a key in order 
to get into the building at night. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that there are park rules in place and Mr. Foltz has been asked to have signs 
made so that they can be posted in Mill City Falls Park, Hammond Park and Wayside Memorial 
Park.  There is also a resolution in place which makes loitering on the railroad bridge illegal so 
people can be trespassed from it. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Skatepark Location Verification:  JoAnn Hebing, SKATE Secretary/Treasurer, gave a brief update 
on the status of the skatepark process.  Dreamland has been contacted to see if they would be 
willing to draft conceptual designs for the skatepark.  Mrs. Hebing read a letter from Jacob 
Rothrock, 2017 Santiam Graduate, which addressed the skatepark location and having it in the 
middle of town. 
 
Mrs. Hebing said that the SKATE board looked for a piece of property in the center of town to 
keep it visible.  The request this evening is a reaffirmation that this is still the designated location 
for a future skatepark.  Once a piece of property has been identified then SKATE can begin going 
after grants. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that the letter that was read mentioned supervision multiple times and asked 
for clarification as to what supervision will be done.  Mrs. Hebing said that having the skatepark in 
the center of town will help with supervision; if it is easier for people to see then it is harder to do 
things that are bad. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the proposed skatepark is 8000 square feet and asked how big the parcel 
is.  Mrs. Hebing said that it is 10,000 square feet but there is the possibility of using additional 
square footage for the development.  Mrs. Cook clarified that the discussion was a potential to 
place parking outside of the parcel. 
 
Mike Hebing, SKATE, said that he prefers a well-rounded skatepark for skaters that do all kinds 
of skating rather than just one. 
 
Councilor Trout said that his son, while in high school, was on the committee trying to earn 
money for a skatepark and the idea at that time was to put it in Kimmel Park.  Councilor Trout 
said that he was adamantly against that because it is not in the public eye. 
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Councilor Katlong said that he is also against having it at Kimmel Park because of the kind of 
people that sometimes frequent the park.  Mayor Kirsch said that having a more positive activity 
in the park would help to decrease the bad activity and people in it. 
 
Councilor Keen said that when the Forest Service begins cleaning up parks they focus on families 
and bringing positive use to it, which lessens the bad activity.  Kimmel Park is a good location 
because there is already parking and a restroom. 
 
Councilor Plotts agreed with Councilor Keen’s statements.  Another item of consideration would 
be the school’s plans to redesign their campus, which would put the entrance on SW Cedar 
Street. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the SOB’s were given free reign and follow their decisions.  
SKATE seems to have done the research needed to determine that the center of town will be a 
better location for a skatepark then Kimmel Park.  Councilor Baughman said that we should follow 
their suggestion but a permanent bathroom is a must. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that the trees in Kimmel Park would cause more maintenance because of 
leaves, limbs and needles that may fall in the skatepark. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that she would like to see community input before a location is determined.  
Councilor Keen agreed.  Councilor Plotts also said she would like to see the community’s 
thoughts on the overall size. 
 
Mrs. Hebing said that for over twenty years a skatepark has been looked at in Mill City and during 
most of this time it was supposed to be placed in Kimmel Park and nothing moved forward.   
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, handed out an email from Planner David Kinney which Mayor Kirsch 
read into the record.  Mrs. Carey then read a statement into the record which outlined her 
concerns regarding the proposed location of the old fire hall site. 
 
Mrs. Carey said that there was concern about the liability for cities with skateparks and said she 
would like to know if this has been researched since March 2016. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that at this time the City is not obligating itself to additional financial support for 
this project.  Maintenance is an unknown at this time. 
 
Mrs. Carey said that she is not opposed to a skatepark but is opposed to the location and would 
prefer it be in Kimmel Park. 
 
Councilor Trout asked if the possibility of a skatepark was included in the SCA grant application.  
Mrs. Cook said that it was not.  It likely would not even be considered until the skatepark was 
further into development. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that she is not against a skatepark but would like to have an opportunity for 
the community to give their input, especially Mill City citizens since they would be the ones paying 
for the maintenance. 
 
Mayor Kirsch suggested having Dreamland give input on both the old fire hall and Kimmel Park 
sites as to which site would be more feasible and successful for a skatepark.   
 
Councilor Keen said that she would like to have a list of skateparks within a 50 mile radius so that 
she can visit them. 
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Mr. McGehee said that just because there is a motion or a resolution doesn’t mean that it can’t be 
changed by a future council. 
 
Mrs. Hebing said that one advantage to having the skatepark near the school is to allow for a 
skateboarding team to use the park should one be started at this school. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that that it will take a vote to change the proposed site for the 
skatepark.   
 
Mayor Kirsch said that because of the previous vote the old fire hall site is currently the proposed 
location for a skatepark.  However, if Dreamland would look at both sites and provide a report on 
which they feel is the better location that would be helpful.  If there is a small cost to look at both 
locations then the City will pay for the cost, up to $1000. 
 
Councilor Baughman stepped away from his seat for the discussion on the lot line adjustment. 
 
Acceptance of Notice of Decision – Lot Line Adjustment; Baughman, Linn County Assessor’s 
Map 093E29CC Tax Lots 804, 900, 1002:  The original draft of the Notice of Decision for Scott 
Baughman’s lot line adjustment for Linn County Assessor’s Map 093E29CC, Tax Lots 904, 900 
and 1002.  When the information came before the Council for acceptance of the Notice of 
Decision, the applicant requested discussion on the item and indicated he had concerns with the 
City’s conditions of approval regarding the storm sewer easement on his property. 
 
Planner David Kinney has drafted a memo addressing this concern.  Mr. Kinney explains that the 
conditions of approval call for a 25’ storm sewer easement.  The basis for this requirement is 
outlined within our Public Works Design Standards, which actually calls for a 28’ wide easement.  
However, Mr. Kinney and City Engineer John Ashley concluded that a 25’ wide easement would 
suffice and allow for a large excavator to fit into the area for maintenance or installation of a new 
pipe.  The section of the Public Works Design Standards that denotes this is included in Mr. 
Kinney’s memo. 
 
The Council has the following items to consider: 
 
1. Uphold the decision and keep the conditions of approval as written. 
2. Modify the decision and reduce the width of the storm sewer easement. 
3. Modify the decision and remove the easement requirement. 
 
Mr. Baughman said that he has determined that he will not give an easement.  The City will either 
need to buy the easement or condemn the property to obtain it.  Mr. Baughman said that he 
believes it is illegal to require the easement with the lot line adjustment as this does not meet the 
NEXUS test to allow for the taking of the easement.  The storm line is on the property without an 
easement and doing a lot line adjustment is not a reason to require the easement.  However, 
upon further development the City could require an easement. 
 
Mr. McGehee agreed with Mr. Baughman’s statement. 
 
Mr. Baughman said that when he develops the property further he will work with the City on an 
easement. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked if a building permit would be approved for a structure over this storm line.  It 
is unlikely that they would. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that there may be a prescriptive easement because the storm line has been 
there for so long. 
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Councilor Keen moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong to Modify the Planning 
Commission Decision and Remove the Easement Requirement.  The motion passed, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman took his seat at the Council table. 
 
NW River Guides Eclipse Event Map:  At the June 13, 2017 meeting Sam Drevo submitted a 
request for camping at Mill City Falls Park over the weekend of August 19-21, 2017.  The Council 
authorized the event/camping with the requirement that final details on camping, parking and 
additional port-a-potties be worked out between Mr. Drevo and the City. 
 
Mr. Drevo submitted a map showing his intention for camping sites and ensuring the access road 
remains clear at all times.  Mr. Drevo also indicates that Public Works has stated that they will be 
placing port-a-potties in both Mill City Falls Park and Hammond Park.  
 
If there are no concerns with the layout, Mrs. Cook will advise Mr. Drevo of this.  The final item to 
allow the event will be submittal of the certificate of insurance naming the City as an additional 
insured, which per the motion, must be provided to the City not later than July 30, 2017. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that he agrees that the authorization was for 25-35 campers as well as 
signage denoting event camping only. 
 
No objection with layout.  Mrs. Cook will advise Mr. Drevo of the requirement of signage and 
limitation on campers. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Local Government Personnel Institute Membership:  We have received an invoice for the 2017-
2018 membership to the Local Government Personnel Institute.  Rather than paying the invoice 
and joining LGPI for the current fiscal year staff wanted to bring this to Council to discuss whether 
this is something we want to do. 
 
The City has not been a member of LGPI for at least 17 years, save for last year, when we joined 
because it provided a lesser expense on the Organizational Analysis that we contracted with 
them to do.  Unless there is a project that we foresee having LGPI do for us staff does not see 
this as a membership that we should keep. 
 
The cost for one year is $440.00.  Information from LGPI is included for review.  Consensus to 
not rejoin. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
List of On-Going Old Business Items:  A list of old business items with no update was provided to 
Council. 
 
Park Host: The new park host, Wayne Williams, was able to move into the park before the 4th of 
July events.  Mr. Williams did a great job throughout the festivities, regularly checking and 
restocking the restrooms and taking time to speak with youth that were hanging around the park. 
 
Out-of-Office; July 17-19, 2017:  Mrs. Cook will be out of the office July 17-19. 
 
Dangerous/Derelict Building Update: The Voluntary Correction Agreements for both the 
residential and commercial structures have been mailed to the property owners/tenants for review 
and signing.  Once they have been signed and returned to the City, staff will finalized the 
agreement and the dates for completion will become effective. 
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Councilor Trout asked if one derelict building will be completely finished before we look at 
another.  Mrs. Cook said that she would like to do that just to be sure that the process goes 
smoothly.  We would not want to begin a new one if we are going to end up in court with another. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if the agreements will be provided to Council for review.  Mrs. Cook 
said that upon finalization she would provide Council copies. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if the timeline for an extension would be to start the project.  Mrs. 
Cook said that the deadline in the agreement is the date for full completion and compliance. 
 
Councilor Trout said that the manufactured home on SE Kingwood Avenue may need to be 
looked at under this code. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that one of her concerns with starting a new violation before another is complete 
is ensuring that we don’t get too far beyond our budgetary means.  Once one is complete then 
the committee will be reconvened to look at a new possible violation. 
 
Mrs. Carey asked if a letter was sent to the post office for the state of their property.  Mrs. Cook 
said that a letter for the weeds was sent to the local office but not the main branch. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that she asked the Postmaster if there was someone that the community 
could contact to help get the property cleaned up and she was told he did not know of anyone. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that Anita Leach sent a letter to the area Congressman regarding this property. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the refinance of the City’s sewer loans funded today. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she and Mayor Kirsch met with representatives from WAVE today.  The last 
Council requested that a letter be sent to WAVE regarding the concerns that citizens have with 
the service.  Specific examples were asked for but there were not any ever given to staff so we 
were unable to provide any.  WAVE was asked to look into the franchise payments to determine if 
we are receiving payments on the phone service.  In addition, WAVE will be providing contact 
information for people having problems as well as a way to check your internet speed, which will 
be included in an upcoming newsletter. 
 
WAVE advised that the investors for the company are changing and, although this will not affect 
the company itself, franchisees are required to be notified and given the opportunity to ask 
questions.  More information will be provided at the next meeting. 
 
Additional meetings to discuss the franchise will be set up but negotiations can’t be done until the 
investment changes take place. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that WAVE needs to be advised of the issue with phone service being 
lost if the power goes out.  If the system goes down then there is no 9-1-1 service either. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
424 SW Cedar Street Update:  Mr. McGehee said that this is basically done.  Mrs. Cook has been 
looking for companies to come in and clean up the property but there are not many that do this 
kind of work.  Mr. McGehee gave the name of one company today.  Mrs. Cook will call this 
company as well as look into an inmate work crew to assist our Public Works and possibly Pacific 
Sanitation. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that court is getting overloaded.  Two new processes have been used 
recently; one where warrants are issued and one with an action on licenses for people who do not 
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pay their fines.  The process will be looked at in six months to see if it is working or needs to be 
changed. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked if we can garnish wages for fines.  Mr. McGehee said that his 
understanding is that municipalities cannot do this. 
 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he had a voicemail from Sam Drevo about the restrooms which stated 
what was discussed this evening by Mr. Munroe. 

 
Councilor Katlong suggested having Mr. Drevo let public works know if there is a need to have 
them cleaned. 

  
Councilor Baughman said that there was one new home permit and a bunch of small permits 
issued. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that if assistance is needed to clean up the corner on Highway 22 
across from Circle K then he is willing to send people up to do it. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he and Councilor Plotts spent time looking at the post carvings.  
They believe that they can get people to volunteer to work on them and make them look better.  
The beams on the gable ends need work as well. 
 
Consensus to move forward with this volunteer work. 

 
Councilor Keen said that there are still issues with electrical at Kimmel Park so this will need to 
be addressed this fall if we are going to continue to hold events there.  There was also a broken 
water line and sprinkler that was broken during the event. 

 
Councilor Plotts said that she spoke with the deputies about loitering on the bridge and was 
happy to hear that fireworks will be discussed by the Sheriff’s Office. 

 
Councilor Plotts suggested sending a letter of thanks to the Reid family for their donation.  Mr. 
McGehee suggested passing a resolution declaring this and publishing it in the newspaper. 

 
Councilor Trout noted that the curb near the fire hydrant on SW Evergreen Street needs to be 
painted.  Agreement to have Public Works paint the curb. 
 
Councilor Trout said that Fire Chief Leland Ohrt brought to his attention that vehicles park on SW 
3rd Avenue and an emergency vehicle could not get through if it was necessary. 
 
Chief Ohrt also noted that SE Fairview is too narrow to have parking on the road.  This is 
something that needs to be kept in mind should work be done in the future. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No executive session held. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:44 PM. 
 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


