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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, July 10, 2018 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Brett Katlong was excused.  Staff 
members in attendance: City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Ann Carey, Ken Cartwright, Sam Drevo, Sgt. Greg Klein, LCSO, 
Mike Long, Roel Lundquist. Carrie Peterson and Grant Peterson. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Kirsch stated that a check for $295 to OAWU for conference registration for Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz should be added for approval.  On item ‘c’ this should be 2018. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked for item ‘b’ to be pulled. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen, to approve items a; Approval of 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of June 26, 2018, c; Acceptance of Monthly 
Expenditures Report, June 2018, d; Approval of 2% COLA for All Permanent Employees, 
Effective July 1, 2018, as Authorized Within the 2018-2019 FY Budget, e; Acceptance of Notice of 
Decision for Land Use File # 2018-05; Lot Line Adjustment, Tuers, and f; Acceptance of Typical 
Residential S.T.E.P. Tank Site Plan, System and Public Force Main Connection Design 
Standards, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed 
unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has items for his projects listed in item b; Approval of Accounts 
Payable and will abstain from voting. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to approve item, b; Approval of 
Accounts Payable.  The motion passed, (4:0:1) with Councilor Baughman abstaining. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:  Sgt. Greg Klein said that there was only one incident he 
knows of that occurred on the 4th of July at the park.  There was a person who was being 
disorderly and when a deputy approached him he tried to strangle him.  The deputy tased the 
man and he was arrested. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that there were a lot of illegal fireworks this year.  One place in particular was 
on the highway and these were being set off in the middle of the highway.  Councilor Plotts said 
that she has heard a lot of complaints about illegal fireworks and requests to crack down on these 
in future years. 
 
Sgt. Klein gave the Linn County Sheriff’s Office report for the month of June. 
 
Councilor Trout asked if there was a citation issued in the fatality that occurred on the 4th of July.  
Sgt. Klein said that there has not been at this time.  The investigation is still on-going, however.  If 
a citation is issued, then Sgt. Klein can advise the Council. 
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Councilor Plotts asked Sgt. Klein if he was aware of the letter regarding the motorcycles that are 
speeding down Kingwood.  Sgt. Klein said that he heard something but did not receive a letter.  
Councilor Plotts provided a copy of the letter.  Sgt. Klein said that he will add this to focus patrol. 
 
Councilor Keen asked if there is an update on the camping on SE 3rd Avenue.  Mrs. Cook said 
that she went over the complaint with the City Attorney this morning.  He was hopeful that this 
could be served by Friday.  However, Mr. McGehee had a family emergency today so it will 
depend on what is happening with this matter. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz provided a copy of the pump 
report for Council review. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  Sam Drevo, ENRG Kayak, said that he received 
notice of complaints from the City regarding the vehicles that ENRG uses for their business.  Mr. 
Drevo said that he is here to seek assistance from the Council to see what can be done about 
this. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he is aware of some complaints coming into the City concerning the bus 
and trailers that are parked there regularly.  Mayor Kirsch said that while the City wants to work 
with business owners this area is public parking. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked why the vehicles, especially the trailer, can’t be parked at the business 
location in Gates.  Mr. Drevo said that having the bus in Mill City encourages people to carpool 
when river trips are scheduled.  The paddling season is typically April to October. 
 
Mr. Drevo said that the business can’t run without vehicles and he is hoping for some suggestions 
from Council about how to deal with this. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if the parallel parking area next to the waterfall could be a place for 
extended parking. 
 
Councilor Trout said that the perception is that the vehicles don’t move.  If they are moving into 
different spaces each day, would this work? 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she has not received any complaints in the last month or so.  The issue 
seemed to be more during the time frame before the season began when the vehicles were 
parked there for weeks or longer without moving. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  Santiam Hearts to Arts/Canyon Senior Center Partnership – Ken Cartwright 
& Mike Long. 
 
Mike Long, Canyon Senior Center, said that he will be available for answering questions but will 
allow Ken Cartwright to lead the conversation. 
 
Ken Cartwright, Hearts to Arts, stated that he is indebted to the City for the use of the old Green 
Mountain building.  Hearts to Arts has tried hard to be good stewards of the City.  However, 
recently, there was a decision to list the building for sale.  There was no discussion with the 
property owners about this happening.  Mr. Cartwright asked if the building were to sell would 
there be notice for Hearts to Arts to be out sooner.  Councilor Trout said that the lease must 
legally be honored by any new owner if the building were to sell. 
 
Mr. Cartwright said that Hearts to Arts has reached an agreement with the Canyon Senior Center 
to partner in their current building.  Efforts are moving forward to draw plans for the move to take 
place.  Mr. Cartwright thanked the Council for the use of the building over the past years. 
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Councilor Plotts asked if the zoning allows for the antennae to be moved to this location.  Mr. 
Cartwright said that he believes it will and if it does not then they will apply for the appropriate 
land use applications.  
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he has attended a number of functions at the building and Hearts to Arts 
were wonderful tenants.  Fiscally, however, it does not make sense to hang onto the building.  
The intent of listing the property is to try to recoup some of the funds that have been expended 
over the past two and a half years. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
SCA Grant Update – NE 5th Avenue:  Staff has advised City Engineer John Ashley to begin 
working on the survey/engineering for NE 5th Avenue. 
 
SCA Grant Update - SW Cedar Street:  This will move forward once we have discussed the 
potential for engineering and survey work to be done on SW 2nd Avenue and the easterly portion 
of SW Cedar Street in conjunction with it. 
 
280 NE Santiam Blvd Update:  The property at 280 NE Santiam Blvd is still being listed, as 
updated before.  However, staff understands that there were issues that arose with the property 
owners and MLS was contacted to pull the listing.  Because of this, Pam Rushing is unable to 
advertise with the MLS.  She will still be advertising the property every other way possible. 
 
Staff is unsure what the nature of the concern was.  Mrs. Cook did speak with City Attorney Jim 
McGehee and he has no issue with continuing with the listing. 
 
Councilor Trout said that the reason that this was pulled from the MLS was more of an ethical 
issue, not a legal one.  The City should have contacted the owners and tenants to advise that we 
were planning to do this and that was more the issue and why it is off of the MLS. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that when he lists a piece of property and he has tenants, the listing 
agents make sure that this gets done.  This should not fall back on staff.  Mayor Kirsch said that if 
it were to fall back on staff then it would fall on Council because there was no directive issued. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that in the future we should make sure that we notify affected parties. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Skatepark Site Plan Review – Land Use File No. 2018-04:  A copy of the Notice of Decision for 
the Skatepark Site Plan Review as well as a memo from Planner David Kinney regarding 
infrastructure needs was provided to Council. 
 
As with any other site plan decision, the Council must accept the Planning Commission’s 
decision, therefore a motion of acceptance will be needed.  The site plan that was submitted to 
the City will need to be modified before final approval is provided to move forward with the 
project.  The revised site plan will go before the Planning Commission for review and approval 
and then before the Council for final approval of design and construction plans. 
 
In addition, the Planning Commission and staff are recommending that Council authorize the City 
Engineer to proceed with a site survey, street design and cost estimates for SW 2nd Avenue and 
SW Cedar Street improvements adjacent to the skatepark location.  This work should be done in 
conjunction with the SCA grant project that will be done on SW Cedar Street. 
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A full list of the conditions of approval, which outlines the Planning Commission recommendation 
regarding street improvements is included in the Notice of Decision. 
 
Ann Carey, Planning Chair, said that the improvements on SW 2nd and SW Cedar are discussed 
in the decision and requested that the Council review this thoroughly. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he sat in on the meeting and had his questions answered there.  The 
approval is only for the concept.  A detailed site plan will have to be submitted and approved once 
it has been completed. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to Accept the Planning 
Commission Notice of Decision for Land Use File No. 2018-04, Mill City Skatepark Site Plan.  The 
motion passed, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that proceeding with survey work will begin the expenditure of money.  
This is okay because it is a City park and ties into what is happening on SW Cedar Street. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that item ‘c’ of new business directly ties into this project and 
should be discussed fully before deciding what to do with this issue.  The SCA grant only allows 
for a City to have two active grants at one time. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked how the funding agency may look at this street being so close to our 
current grant.  Mrs. Cook said that the program won’t allow funding for streets where funds have 
been allocated within ten years. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Authorize the City 
Engineer John Ashley to Proceed with a Site Survey, Street Design and Cost Estimates for SW 
2nd Avenue and SW Cedar Street Improvements Adjacent to the Proposed Skate Park in 
Conjunction with the SCA Grant Project.  The motion passed, (5:0). 
 
KeyScan Cards – LCSO: Linn County Sheriff’s Office has been looking into installing KeyScan 
Cards for the deputies to access City Hall and the Linn County Sheriff’s Substation.  Lt. Micah 
Smith has provided staff with a cost estimate for the work, which would include keyscan access at 
the following points of entrance: 
 
• South Door 
• Substation 
• East Lobby Door 
• North (Staff) Door 
• Main Office Door Off Lobby 
• Alarm Pads 
 
By installing the keyscan on the lobby door, staff will have the ability to set timers for the doors to 
lock and unlock should there be a need.  This would be optimal for meetings such as the 
wastewater meetings that are taking place monthly. 
 
The cost estimate for installation of the keyscan cards is $9206.00.  Initally, it was requested that 
the City provide one-third of the costs.  However, in the last conversation with Lt. Smith he 
indicated that if the City does not have funds to contribute, they would still like to do the full install. 
 
Mrs. Cook wanted to run this by the Council to obtain thoughts on installation of keyscan and 
whether we may wish to contribute funds to the project. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said he has no concerns with this. 
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Councilor Trout said that this looks like something that would assist with security if it will allow 
staff to lock doors remotely. 
 
Consensus to move forward with the keyscan cards. 
 
SCA Grant Open: The SCA Grant program is open again and staff would like to take advantage 
of the opportunity.  We have discussed the need for work to be done on SW 2nd Avenue and this 
street is a prime candidate for the grant.  Staff would like to move forward with submittal of an 
application for SW 2nd Avenue.  The deadline for submittal is August 1, 2018 so a decision will 
need to be made immediately as the city Engineer will need to do some minor review of the street 
in order to complete the application form. 
 
If the Council agrees with submitting the application I will draft the resolution approving submittal 
and bring it back at the July 24, 2018 meeting for approval. 
 
Consensus to move ahead with this grant application. 
 

LOC Legislative Priority:  The LOC Legislative Priority Ballot in the packet his evening was 

provided a month ago for review.  LOC provides the ballots to cities on a regular basis in order to 
determine where their legislative focus should be.  This year cities are being asked to provide the 
top four priorities, as usual, as well as the bottom four. 
 
The deadline for returning this to LOC is August 3, 3018.  Staff would like to discuss the priority 
listing and determine Mill City’s lists so that it can be returned before the end of the month. 
 
The top four are items E – Broadband Infrastructure, P – PERS Unfunded Liability Revenue 
Stream Dedication, S – Qualification Based Selection (QBS) and AA – Waste Water Technical 
Assistance Program. 
 
The bottom four are items D – Beer and Cider Tax Increase, Z – Tobacco Taxes Share Increase, 
BB – Wetland Development Permitting and CC – Wood Smoke Reduction Program Support. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 

 
 
City Recorder Report 
 

List of On-Going Old Business Items: The current list of on-going old business items was 

provided for review. 
 
UB/court Clerk Out-of-Office; July 9-13, 2018:  UB/Court Clerk Kimberley Johnson is out of the 
office on vacation this week. 
 
Finance Clerk Out-of-Office; July 13-20, 2018:  Finance Clerk Vicki Emery will be out of the office 
next week on vacation. 
 
Dangerous & Derelict Buildings Update:  Mrs. Cook has set a date of July 19th for the Dangerous 
& Derelict Building Committee to meet to review the next residential property that we move 
forward with.  If the Committee agrees with staff’s assessment of the property, Mrs. Cook will 
send notice to the property owner with the initial date for compliance. 
 
Mrs. Cook asked for direction on the current residential issue, stating that the bulk of the work is 
done but there are still a couple of small items outstanding.  The Council needs to determine 
whether we will leave it at this point or move forward with next steps.  Mayor Kirsch suggested 
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sending a letter outlining the remaining items, noting that we appreciate the work to date and 
requesting that the rest be done. 
 
OAMR Conference Scholarship:  Mrs. Cook has applied for and received a scholarship for 
conference registration for the 2018 OAMR conference in Portland.  The conference is set for 
September 18-21. 
 
Water Rates:  Mrs. Cook asked Council if they are agreeable to setting the public hearing for 
water rates on August 24th.  Consensus to advertise for August 24th. 
 
Staffing Workshop:  Mrs. Cook asked the Council when they would like to set the next staffing 
workshop.  Consensus to tentatively set for August 6th. 
 
City Attorney Report:  No report. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he authorized Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz to order a chlorine 
pump for the wells.  Mr. Foltz only has a $1000 spending limit and this item was about $1800.  
This figure may need to be increased so Mr. Foltz has more flexibility in what he can purchase 
without approval.  Mrs. Cook said that she agrees that the spending limit needs to be increased 
for Mr. Foltz. 

 
Councilor Baughman said there were two permits this month. 

 
Councilor Keen said that the ditches for electric have been dug in Kimmel Park. 

 
Councilor Plotts and Councilor Trout had nothing to report. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No executive session held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


