
 

City of Mill City 

Minutes of the City Council 

June 23, 2020  Page 1 of 5  

MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, June 23, 2020 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Janet 
Zeyen-Hall, Brett Katlong, Dawn Plotts, and Steve Winn.  Tony Trout was excused. Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook and City Clerk/Reid House Facilitator 
Tree Fredrickson.  
 
Citizens in attendance were Spring Aerni, Ann Carey, Roel Lundquist and Gary Olson. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he represented the SCSD at the Planning Commission meeting 
concerning the Conditional Use Permit at 424 SW Cedar Street, but has no conflict of interest. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Mrs. Cook noted that there is an Amendment to the Development and Reimbursement 
Agreement between the Santiam Canyon School District and the City of Mill City placed in the 
Councilor’s packet. This Amendment has the updated costs. Mrs. Cook asked if there were any 
questions regarding the document. None stated. 
 
Councilor Katlong moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts, to approve items a; Approval 
of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of June 9, 2020, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, c; 
Ratification of Recommendation to Hire Lacy Classen to Fill the Vacant Finance Clerk Position, 
With a Starting Wage of Step 1; $16.86/HR and Subject to a Background Check with a Hire Date 
of July 1, 2020, d; Authorization for Jonathan deRenzo and Russ Foltz to Attend OAWU Summer 
Conference August 17-20, 2020, in Seaside, OR, e; Authorization to Add Online Code Hosting to 
Municode Services at a Cost of $300 Per Year for Three (3) years, f; Ratification of Planning 
Commission Approval of File No. 2020-07; Conditional Use Permit for Santiam Canyon School 
District, 424 SW Cedar Street, Mill City, g; Approval of Development Agreement Amendment #1 
Between SCSD and City of Mill City, and h; Approval of Temporary OLCC Liquor License for 
North Santiam Eagles #3384 on July 3, 2020 Between the Hours of 4:00 PM and 10:00 PM for 
Prime Rib in the Parking Lot Event. Mrs. Fredrickson polled the Council. The motion passed 
unanimously, (5:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS – Spring Aerni, S. 1st Avenue, said that rather than 
pursue the purchase of the old dump site from the City she purchased the river parcel directly 
south of the dump site. Ms. Aerni requested a driveway easement from the City to access her 
property, stating that she would pay for any surveying and for any debris removal needed.  
 
Mrs. Cook said that she will present Ms. Aerni’s proposal to City Planner Dave Kinney and the 
City Attorney sometime this week to begin this process. 

 
THE REID HOUSE DISCUSSION:  Councilors were presented with a building layout, draft 
budget and PowerPoint for the Reid House, which were reviewed and briefly discussed during a 
presentation by Chairman Gary Swanson at an earlier Council meeting. During Mr. Swanson’s 
presentation he provided information on what the Committee thought potential uses for the 
building and grounds could be as well as necessary upgrades and modifications which would be 
required and/or suggested in order to open the building to the public.  
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After the presentation, Mr. Swanson stated that the ultimate decision as to how to proceed lies 
with the City Council. The Council must determine whether to forge ahead with the process that 
has consumed the time of multiple people over the course of roughly three years or to step back, 
‘return’ the home and grounds and instead, accept a monetary donation of one half of the 
endowment provided with the home. 
 
Should the Council decide to move forward with the renovations to the structure and opening the 
building and grounds to the public a decision, much like that which was made of how to proceed 
with the Historic Railroad Bridge work, must be made. Mr. Swanson’s question was “What is the 
level of presentation we want to offer the community and the public at large?” 

 Best that we can do – spend the dollars it takes to make a first class presentation in all 
respects; create space that allows uses as determined. 

 Middle of the road – make the necessary minimal changes to make the facility usable. 

 Minimal changes – use as is with very few changes. 
 
Staff sent out a request to The Reid House Committee members for their comments regarding 
how to proceed. There were two responses from Lynda Harrington and David Leach, which Mrs. 
Cook read into the record. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Ave., said that the development of the parking lot should be the last to be 
completed. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the money was given to the City to remodel the house to make it usable 
for events in the community and noted that he prefers a middle of the road option for remodel 
work to reduce costs as much as possible. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if there were some things that volunteers could do, i.e. landscaping.  
Councilor Katlong said that this was discussed during a committee meeting. Volunteers are hard-
pressed to consistently show up to work. The matter of liability was also raised concerning 
volunteers and possible injuries.  
 
Councilors Katlong, Plotts and Zeyen-Hall all stated their desire to move forward and agreed with 
keeping costs down. 
 
Gary Olson, Spring Street, asked for clarification on the requirements of the endowment and the 
$500,000 given for remodel work. Mrs. Cook explained that the Council can spend up to 
$500,000 for repairs and remodeling but does not need to spend all the money. 
 
Councilor Winn said that he has reservations as he would like the money to go into parks. 
Councilor Winn said that he has worked personally with Josephine Reid and understands her 
feelings on giving this home to the City, therefore he agrees with the Council to go forward with 
the development of the Reid House.  
 
The Reid House Facilitator Tree Fredrickson said that she has many ideas for the home that will 
bring in revenue. The suggested remodeling and cost projections are very expensive and doing 
some of these changes could be done in stages, which will save money and open the house up 
to the public faster. Mrs. Fredrickson said that, given the chance, she has great things planned for 
this home, stating that she also desires to bring Mrs. Reid’s vision to reality. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that some of these suggestions are good ones and is concerned about the 
roof, stating that this issue should be the number one priority at this time. Mrs. Cook said that the 
first round of roofing bids were submitted but all were rejected and noted that she has put off 
putting the roofing project out to bid again until Council made up their minds on whether to keep 
the house or not.  
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Consensus is to keep the Reid House and remodel at a moderate cost. Mayor Kirsch asked for 
volunteers to work with staff on prioritizing work. Councilors Plotts and Winn volunteered. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS VEHICLE DISCUSSION: At the last Council meeting, Councilor Katlong 
presented the Council with price quotes for new public works trucks. Funds have been set aside 
in the Equipment Reserve Fund to begin replacing large pieces of equipment and there is 
currently enough funds available to move forward with the purchase of two replacement vehicles, 
while still retaining dollars to use toward additional equipment purchases in the future. 
 
Councilor Katlong reached out to multiple organizations to obtain new truck bids. The City has 
spent a lot of dollars in repairs and maintenance of the Chevy trucks and Councilor Katlong is 
suggesting that the City consider purchasing Ford trucks as they have a reputation for reliability 
and durability.  
 
Mayor Kirsch said that Power has done a lot for the City and other local agencies and would like 
to keep the City’s business local if possible.  
 
Councilor Katlong said that his personal recommendation would be to purchase Ford trucks from 
Power.  
 
Councilor Winn asked if this price reflects using one of the Chevy trucks as a trade in.  
 
It was suggested that the best running Chevy truck should be kept and given to Public Works 
worker Jonathan deRenzo to use instead of driving around the City’s dump truck. This would 
save the City money in fuel and wear and tear on the dump truck. 
 
Councilor Katlong will call the dealer in the next few days and ask about the trade in value of one 
of the Chevy trucks. He will bring this information to the next Council meeting. 
 
If Council is prepared to move forward with the purchase of new vehicles, before doing so, Mrs. 
Cook wants to make sure that the actions taken to date by gathering multiple estimates from 
varying brands, complies with the state purchasing laws.  
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong to purchase two Ford F-
150 4x2 Regular Cab trucks from Power Ford, not to exceed $24,447.12 each. The motion 
passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG): Dan Fleishman, City of Stayton 
Planning Director, has sent a request to Mill City regarding the opportunity to join in a group of 
local governments that are applying for funds from the Oregon Business Development 
Department for a CDBG which is specifically for assistance to small businesses and 
microenterprises.  This grant would be very similar to the Housing Rehab grant that the City 
received many years ago as the funds would be administered by an outside agency, not the local 
governments. 
 
Mr. Fleishman has indicated that Stayton, Sublimity and Aumsville have already agreed to work 
together on this opportunity. However, Business Oregon is encouraging them to extend the 
program to other communities in Marion County. In addition, he states that they have had some 
discussion with Stayton-Sublimity Chamber of Commerce about participating in gathering data 
needed to support the application and recruiting prospective businesses. If Mill City is interested, 
Mr. Fleishman has said that he will contact the North Santiam Chamber of Commerce as well. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that if Council is interested in joining in this attempt to obtain dollars for our local 
businesses impacted by COVID-19, she will contact Mr. Fleishman to gather more information on 
what may be expected of Mill City. 
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Mayor Kirsch said that there is no cost to the city to join and no staff time is required. Consensus 
to explore partnership. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS CITY RECORDER ITEMS:  
 
Business OR SDWF – LOI – The Letter of Intent (LOI) for the Business Oregon Safe Drinking 
Water Fund loan has been submitted. The next step is to await notification from IFA that they are 
inviting Mill City to submit a full application. 
 
SW Ivy Street Water Line Replacement - Mrs. Cook stated that City Engineer John Ashley has 
provided a task order No. CE-20-1, which outlines the overall costs for the SW Ivy Street 
surveying and engineering as well as for the topographical surveying for the remainder of the 
water lines needing repair. However, John Newberg, surveyor and John Ashley, City Engineer, 
will not move forward until this document is signed and returned. 
 
The total engineering/surveying costs for SW Ivy Street and the surveying for the rest of the water 
lines that need repair comes to approximately $129,000.  
 
Councilor Katlong moved and was seconded by Councilor Zeyen-Hall to Direct the Mayor and 
the City Recorder to Sign Task Order No. CE-20-1 for the SW Ivy Street Water Line Project. The 
motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
SRTS LOI – The Letter of Intent for the Safe Routes to School grant has been submitted. The 
City received a notification on Monday, June 22nd that there were 106 LOI’s submitted. The LOI 
review will be completed with comments provided back to applicants next week. The application 
deadline is August 31, 2020. 
 
Public Works Sign – Mrs. Cook has obtained a price quote for an address sign for the new Public 
Works building, matching those already used on/at City buildings. Councilors were provided a 
mock-up of the sign for review. Mrs. Cook said that she has held off on moving forward with 
bringing this to Council, in part due to the cost, however, Dave Shelton, White Water Signs, 
advised Mrs. Cook that he will be selling his equipment and retiring very soon. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that a large sign is needed on a large building.  
 
Mr. Lundquist said that he doesn’t think the City should spend $3,500 on this large of a sign. A 
smaller sign would do the job. Mr. Lundquist suggested that staff ask Mr. Shelton for a quote on 
smaller sign without the sawblade.  
 
Councilor Katlong agreed with Mr. Lundquist as the City is spending a lot of dollars on projects 
currently in progress. Councilor Katlong suggested that this project should be budgeted for next 
year. 
 
Consensus to wait on the sign and gather more estimates. 
 
LOC Legislative Priorities – Each year the City is asked to provide the League of Oregon Cities 
with a list of priorities for the upcoming legislative session. Many issues reflect the LOC’s ongoing 
mission to support cities’ work and their home rule authority to develop and use a variety of tools 
to meet the needs of residents. Councilors were given a list and a brief outline of each for review. 
This item will be included on the July agenda for discussion and finalization of Mill City’s priorities. 
The answers will be gathered, tallied and the top four priorities will be given to the League of 
Oregon Cities. The deadline to return the City’s chosen priorities by August 7, 2020. 
 
The Autzen Foundation Grant Application – The Autzen Foundation is currently accepting grant 
applications through July 10, 2020. The Foundation awards grants to “smaller non-profit 
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organizations; most often groups with social service, arts and culture, educational, environmental 
or youth-centered missions.” 
 
Mrs. Cook would like permission to submit an application for The Reid House to see if the City 
can obtain funding to assist with a portion of the renovations necessary to open to the public. In 
keeping with the Foundation’s grant awards, the most likely option would be for costs related to 
the top floor office renovations and/or the “Reid Gallery.” 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she has received notification that the 1st Avenue bridge contract was signed 
today. Contractors will begin setting up traffic control devices later in the week. Starting Monday, 
June 29th, one lane of the bridge will be closed with full bridge closure to begin in approximately 
two weeks.  There will be full detailed signage posted at each end of the detour from Mehama to 
Gates. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that Dave Kinney spoke with Peter Olson of Keller & Associates about when the 
sewer capacity study would begin. Mr. Olson said that plans are to begin in July. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if the speed bump on SW Evergreen Street that was removed during 
recent construction will be replaced, stating that she is worried about the elementary kids 
crossing the street during the school day. It was stated that with the new cafeteria at the 
elementary school kids will not have to cross the street to go to lunch. Mrs. Cook said that she 
hasn’t heard if this speed bump will be put back at the end of construction. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he was approached by a Stayton City Councilor seeking support from 
Mill City to write a letter to the legislature and the governor’s office regarding the mandates on 
wearing masks. There are questions as to whether or not these mandates are legal. Councilor 
Katlong asked if Council be interested in sending a letter to these offices with their opposition to 
these mandates.  Mayor Kirsch said that if the City of Stayton puts out a letter, he would bring it 
back to Council and discuss this issue again. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


