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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long.  Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook and Public Works Supervisor Russ 
Foltz. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Roel Lundquist, Roger Nyquist, Linn County 
Commissioner, Dawn Plotts and Bill Sanderson. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   Russ Foltz, Public Works Supervisor, gave a brief report stating that 
the well site grass has not been cut.  In the past someone has come in and hayed the property 
but this year the haying wasn’t done.  A decision needs to be done as to what to do with it 
currently as well as what to do with it in the future. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that there are a number of people that hay in the area.  Phone calls will be made 
tomorrow to see if anyone is interested in the hay. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that only one of three bids came in for the electrical work for the generator hook up.  
Mayor Thacker said that we have time to get more bids for this work.  Mrs. Cook said that written 
documentation of the requests for bids will be needed. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that the OAWU training in August will be held in Seaside.  The room has been 
reserved. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Authorize Russ Foltz’s 
Attendance at the August OAWU Conference in Seaside.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mr. Foltz said that he did Public Works Maintenance Works Jerry Curtis’ review and it was above 
average. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the Save Our Bridge sign was added to this report so a discussion as to 
what Public Works’ involvement will be could take place.  Roel Lundquist, SOB, said that it was 
determined that the banner should not go on the bridge but instead, on the railing that is near it.  
Mr. Foltz concurred with the change. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Heller moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen , to approve items a; Approval of 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of June 10, 2015 and b; Approval of Accounts Payable, 
of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Dawn Plotts, SW Linn Pl, said that she expressed 
concerns about the City’s interest in the old Hoover property on SW 5th and Broadway and asked 
before and will again, what the reason the City is pursuing the property is.  Mayor Thacker said 
that the intention is to use the building for a public works building and the empty property for a 
skatepark. 
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Mrs. Plotts asked what the time frame would be for a skatepark and planning for it.  Mayor 
Thacker said that there is no timeline because the City does not own the property. 
 
Mrs. Plotts said that she would like the plans, size, location, input of the City and taxpayers to be 
made available, adding that she does not want the skatepark and land purchase just sprung on 
the citizens. 
 
Bill Sanderson, NW Alder St, said that the Community Giving Fund guidelines show that the 
funds are on a first come, first serve basis and he worries that unqualified groups/projects will be 
funded because they ask first.  Mayor Thacker said that to receive any funding the Council must 
approve it. 
 
Councilor Heller suggested adding “for consideration” after “funds are available”. 
 
PRESENTATIONS/GUESTS: Roger Nyquist, Linn County Co mmissioner 
 
Roger Nyquist, Linn County Commissioner, said that the Board of Commissioners received a 
request from the City to meet and discuss some issues with the Council. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he would like to set up a time to meet with the Linn County 
Commissioners to discuss a number of items in a manner such as has been done recently with 
the Marion County Commissioners.  One item to discuss is possibly forming a law enforcement 
district.  With the annual increase of 5% it is beginning to make an impact on the City’s budget.  
Commissioner Nyquist said that he is surprised that the increase is 5% because it was 3% when 
he started and he is willing to take this back to the Commissioners tomorrow.  Commissioner 
Nyquist said that he looked into a County-wide law enforcement district when he first became a 
Commissioner and it is quite a process to do, including obtaining agreement from all participating 
governments and potentially citizens. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he would like to reestablish the relationship with Linn County and get 
communication flowing again. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist said that he spoke with the Linn County Sheriff today and asked what the 
best way to determine whether the City is getting its money’s worth for the contract would be and 
was advised that the City should do a monthly review of the log. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist said that he has not been invited to the Marion County Distressed 
Communities Workshops but will participate in any way asked.  However, he has concerns about 
the workshops resulting in getting things done. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he would like to speak with the Linn County Road Master about the 
speed limit along SW Broadway Street because of where the 40mph sign is located. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist said that he would suggest a workshop with himself, Sheriff Riley, Road 
Master Darrin Lane and a sub-committee of the Council. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that since bringing forth issues to the Linn County Sheriff’s Office they have 
really upped their service in the City. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, said that she has an access issue that needs to be added to the list 
for discussion with the Linn County Commissioners. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that the storm drain issues needs to be on the list as well. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked that the Planning Commission be asked for issues that need to be 
addressed as well as any that are heard from the community. 
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PUBLIC HEARING: File No. 2015-03 Annexation and Zon e Change to R-1 Residential 
         Applicant:      Robert and Linda Krokoski 

       Location:      365 NE 3 rd Ave, Mill City 
         Assessor’s Map #:     T9SR3E Section 29CB  Tax Lot 1200 
 
Mayor Thacker opened the public hearing at 7:32p.m. and called for any ex parte contact, 
conflicts of interest or bias.  Being none, Mayor Thacker called for the staff report. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  Mrs. Cook gave a brief staff report stating that in the early part of the year the 
owners of 365 NE 3rd Avenue contacted the City stating that their septic had failed and they 
needed to connect to the City’s system.  An email was sent to the Council advising them of the 
need for an emergency connect and staff received consensus from the Council to allow the 
connection.  At the same time the request went to Marion County who also concurred.  The 
Planning Commission held their public hearing on May 29, 2015.  No public testimony was 
provided, nor was the applicant present to provide testimony.  As with this evening, since the 
applicant is not present they waived their right to do so in the future.  The Planning Commission 
made a motion to recommend to the Council that approval of the annexation be given. 
 
APPLICANT’S PRESENTATION:  None. 
 
PROPONENT’S TESTIMONY:  None. 
 
OPPONENT’S TESTIMONY:   None. 
 
GENERAL TESTIMONY:   Mrs. Carey asked if this is the second reading of the Ordinance.  Mrs. 
Cook said it will be the first reading. 
 
QUESTIONS OF CLARIFICATION FROM CITY COUNCIL:   Councilor Heller said that the legal 
description refers to Rice Street.  Mrs. Cook said this is accurate; an old street name but 
accurate.  
 
APPLICANT’S SUMMARY:   None. 
 
STAFF SUMMARY:   Mrs. Cook said that there are three options; approval as submitted/modified, 
continue the hearing to a date certain or deny the application.  If the application is approved the 
next step is a motion to read the Ordinance for first reading by title only. 
 
Mayor Thacker closed the public hearing at 7:39p.m. 
 
DELIBERATION:   Councilor Baughman asked Mrs. Carey what the feeling on the 
recommendation to place a fire hydrant in this area was of the Planner.  Mrs. Carey said that she 
does not recall that there was any input from the Planner but she understands that there is a 
question of fire flow in the area.  Councilor Baughman said that he does not know the 
requirements for something such as this.  Mrs. Cook said that because the property being 
annexed is developed no hydrant will be required.  Councilor Baughman said that it is not 
developed as it can be divided into more lots.  Mrs. Cook said that for purposes of this application 
it is developed and in the future if someone were to request partitioning then further conditions 
would be implemented. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Approve the Application of 
Robert and Linda Krokoski, File No. 2015-03 to Annex a 1.26 Acre Parcel at 365 NE 3rd Avenue 
and Rezone the Property to R-1 Residential and Adopt the Findings of Fact as Prepared, Subject 
to the Recommended Conditions of Approval.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
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Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to Read Ordinance No. 
3XX for First Reading by Title Only. 
 
Mrs. Cook read Ordinance 3XX by title only. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Business Loan Program:  Mayor Thacker said that there is a workshop being held at Trexler 
Farms on Thursday morning that he will be attending.  If anyone else wants to do so they should 
RSVP as soon as possible. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant:  No further update. 
 
Mill City Falls – Hammond Park Restroom Project: Planning Advisor David Kinney, Councilors 
Baughman and Keen, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz, City Engineer John Ashley and Mrs. 
Cook met in late May to review the restroom project and outline a course of action. 
 
Mr.  Ashley left the meeting with the directive to begin survey and geotech work on the site.  Mr. 
Foltz has identified locations of the water meter, sewer tank and storm line.  Based on the 
information obtained it looks as though everything should be easy to connect into and go fairly 
smoothly.  One question still to be answered is how Pacific Power will require the power drop to 
be installed. 
 
Mr. Ashley was advised that he would be provided with the name of a geotech firm to obtain a 
cost estimate from.  In speaking with him today he has yet to have the name of the company 
forwarded to him.  Mr. Ashley has moved ahead with obtaining an estimate from Foundation 
Engineering, which is enclosed for review.  Mr. Ashley would like to know the following: 
 

1. Should a contract be entered into with Foundation Engineering, Inc. or is there 
another geotech firm that we should be obtaining an estimate from? 

2. Once a geotech firm is determined, does the City wish to direct contract with the firm 
or contract through Mr. Ashley for coordination purposes?  

3. How does the City wish to proceed with the ADA parking?  Initially, the intent was to 
install a temporary ADA parking space to the east of the new restroom with a 
sidewalk connecting the two.  During the meeting in May Councilor Baughman noted 
that he does not agree with installing something that will eventually be removed.  We 
will not have enough in the project budget to complete the full parking improvements.  
Therefore, a plan for the ADA parking needs to be determined. 

 
During the last Council meeting it was asked that the order forms for the restroom buildings that 
Penny provided from CXT, be included for review at this meeting.  Mrs. Cook also contacted 
Planning Advisor David Kinney to ensure that we follow the correct, legal process for the public 
bidding process.  Because this company already has a contract with the State of Oregon we will 
just be using the “procurement” vs. a sole source so no hearing is required. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that a cost estimate from Foundation Engineering for geotech work has been 
provided.  A second company needs to be contacted.  Councilor Baughman said that Willamette 
Engineering is the name of the second company and he provided that to Mrs. Cook that day.  
Mrs. Cook asked if he also provided a phone number.  Councilor Baughman said that he did not 
but will get one to forward on.  Mrs. Cook said that Mr. Ashley would like to know whether the City 
wants to direct contract with the geotech firm or if he should contract with them as an 
intermediary.  Direct contracting will save some grant funds because Mr. Ashley would not be 
billing out for any of the coordination work. 
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Councilor Baughman said that he does not think that we need the geotech work done.  Mrs. Cook 
said that her question would be whether the State will require that geotech be done.  Councilor 
Baughman said that he thinks the company that makes the restroom structure may also do the 
site check that is comparable to the geotech work. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the question of ADA parking needs to be determined as well.  Councilor 
Baughman said we will need to use Mr. Ashley for some of this work but he would like to make 
sure the parking remains in the future rather than being temporary. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked if we are any closer to having a design for the restrooms that can be 
approved.  Mrs. Cook said that is what the packet of information for ordering options is for that is 
in the agenda packet.  Councilor Baughman said that he would like to see pictures of the 
structures.  Councilor Keen will obtain photos of finished buildings. 
 
Plastic Bag/Biodegradable Code:  Mayor Thacker said that City Attorney Jim McGehee will have 
a draft of this code ready at the next meeting. 
 
Community Giving Fund Request for Funding Application Form:  During the May 12, 2015 
meeting the Council discussed a request for funding from the Community Giving Fund.  At that 
time additional information not included on the request form, was asked for.  Based on this 
discussion the Council determined that the request form needs to be reviewed and the questions 
modified to more accurately reflect the information the Council wishes to have from those 
requesting funding. 
 
At the last meeting staff requested that any additional questions or requests for information be 
provided as soon as possible so that a new draft of the document could be included in the next 
agenda for Council review and discussion.  No comments have been provided.  The request for 
the additional wording as noted under citizen comments was discussed.  No further changes 
were requested and Council agrees to move forward with the form with the change to question 
seven. 
 
Certificate of Water Rights:  At the May 12, 2015 meeting Council was advised of the recent 
notification from Water Resources Department that our Certificate of Water Rights has not been 
completed and filed with the State.  This was due to the City contesting the proposed certificates 
figures related to the amount of water that could be pumped from the wells. 
 
Staff was authorized to have Steve Bruce do research on this issue to advise the City of the 
status and options.  Mr. Bruce’s response is enclosed for review.  If the City wishes to continue 
with the request to increase the pumping rate for both wells then we need to provide the 
appropriate documentation to Water Resources Department before June 8, 2015.  Mr. Bruce 
indicated that there may be an option of requesting a short extension but it would not be for very 
long. 
 
Based on the discussion at the Council meeting staff requested an extension on the June 8 
deadline in order to try to obtain the necessary documentation to show the ability to pull more 
from each well.  Mrs. Cook asked Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz to work with retired Public 
Works Supervisor John Dickinson to identify the needed information. 
 
Gerry Clark, Water Resources Department, indicated that he is willing to work with the City and 
has asked for a time frame in which we can obtain the necessary documentation.  Mrs. Cook 
responded to Mr. Clark asking how much back data will be needed.  He called on June 18 and 
advised that, if possible, he would like to see this issue taken care of by September 1, 2015.  
There are a few ways we can provide the needed documentation of cfs pulled from the individual 
wells; past documentation, new documentation or a written affidavit from John Dickinson.  The 
last option should be our last resort as we would then have to be able to prove the “draw” should 
it be questioned. 
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Councilor Heller and Mrs. Cook met to discuss our next steps in the process earlier this week.  
She will be stopping by Water Resources Department to try to gather additional information. 
 
Mr. Clark did ask that the City provide a request in writing to halt the processing of the water 
rights certificate so that we can work on obtaining the needed information and include an 
explanation in the request as to why it may take additional time.  Mrs. Cook will send Mr. Clark an 
email with the above request on Wednesday, after the Council has had time to discuss the issue 
and an extension date. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she is concerned that we may not be able to provide the needed information 
to show that our wells are capable of pumping more than is currently shown on our certificate.  In 
speaking with Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz, he says that the pumps that we have cannot 
pump faster than they already do, which means we would have to bring in a larger pump to obtain 
the data. 
 
Mayor Thacker will speak with Mr. Foltz and provide more information on this at the next meeting. 
 
Wastewater System Operator Certification:  No update. 
 
Law Enforcement Contract:  The Council held a workshop on Tuesday, June 2, 2015 to discuss 
the current law enforcement contract and the addition of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU).  City Attorney Jim McGehee dictated the changes and a draft of the document was 
reviewed by Council at the June 10, 2015 meeting. 
 
Based on that discussion, staff made minor modifications related to the liaison language.  The 
document was then forwarded to Sheriff Bruce Riley for review.  On Wednesday, June 17 Mrs. 
Cook received a phone call from Undersheriff Jim Yon to try to set up a meeting between himself, 
Mr. McGehee and Council liaisons.  A date has not been set at this time but we are looking at 
Wednesday, July 1, 2015. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she spoke with the Undersheriff about requesting a 30 day extension on the 
contract in order to ensure police coverage while discussions concerning the MOU take place.  
Undersheriff Yon felt this was a viable option. 
 
Councilor Follis  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Request a 30 Day Extension 
on the Law Enforcement Contract with Linn County Sheriff’s Office.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Planning Commission Appointments:  Mayor Thacker said that he met with both Tony Trout and 
Marge Henning regarding their desire to be appointed to the Planning Commission.  Both 
applicants will be an asset to the Planning Commission and the community. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Ratify Mayor Thacker’s 
Appointment of Tony Trout and Marge Henning to a Three (3) Year Term on the Planning 
Commission, Expiring June 30, 2018.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request for Consideration for Partnership – City of Gates: During the recent Distressed 
Communities Workshops it has become apparent that one of the main concerns of most of the 
upper canyon communities is sewer systems.  It has been suggested on a number of occasions 
that the communities consider joining together and starting a sewer district.  At the meeting held 
on Wednesday, June 3rd, it was noted that, while this may be a feasible idea, there are still many 
steps needed to determine how or if it will truly work.  The first being a feasibility study to see how 
connections would be made. 
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A letter from City of Gates Mayor Jerry Marr, requesting Mill City’s assistance in providing them 
with a sewer system was received last week.  Mr. Marr’s questions and comments along with 
staff responses are: 
 
1. Does Mill City’s system have capacity for 200 additional households?   
 

A. At this time we do not have a true understanding of what the remaining capacity of our 
system is.  As outlined in our priority listing for the workshops, a study is needed in order 
to determine what capacity remains as well as how long we may have before additional 
capacity will need to be built into the system.  However, staff do not believe that our 
system could handle the addition of 200 households. 

 
2. A main line could be run down the old railroad right-of-way and hooked up to the City’s 

system on the Marion County side. 
 

A. In general this is a good idea.  However, there are two major obstacles that would have 
to be dealt with; a portion of the old railroad right-of-way is privately owned and the 
property owners have been very vocal in their desire to leave it unimproved, including the 
bike/ped trail, and; a portion of what staff believes is the old railroad right-of-way that is 
owned by the City is possibly sloughing off into the river. 

 
3. Monetary benefit to Mill City would be approximately $8/household.  A feasibility and rate 

study would need to be completed to determine actual costs of completing a project such 
as this and what resulting customer charges would need to be. 

 
A. In order to install a “community” system it is very likely that there would need to be mini 

treatment plants and/or pump stations installed intermittently throughout the communities 
involved.  At this time there is too little information available for the City to make a well 
informed decision.  Before seeking grant funds to cover costs related to engineering or 
project development, staff would advise that it be suggested to Mr. Marr that they should 
be seeking an opportunity to complete a feasibility study.  Based on the discussions 
during the past workshops there may be an opportunity through Mid-Willamette Valley 
Council of Governments as well as Infrastructure Finance Authority for funding. 

 
Mayor Thacker said that this request is not at a point where real discussion can take place.  While 
the City may be willing to entertain a partnership that is beneficial to both cities, more research 
and discussion needs to take place first. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the City cannot be jeopardizing our ability to connect citizens of 
Mill City by allowing connection of another City to our system. 
 
Request for Special OLCC Liquor License – Wooden Nickel: The Wooden Nickel has submitted 
their request for a special OLCC Liquor License for the annual 4th of July beer garden.  As in the 
past, the beer garden will host food sales as well as the live music for the event. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis to Approve Special OLCC 
Liquor License for the Wooden Nickel on July 3 and 4, 2015 at Kimmel Park, Between the Hours 
of 11:00AM and 11:00PM.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Special City Allotment Grant Program: The Special City Allotment Grant (SCA) with ODOT is now 
open.  Applications and resolution for projects are due by August 3, 2015. Grants are for up to 
$50,000 per project.  We were lucky to receive the full grant amount for our last project which was 
the north side of SE Fairview Street. 
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At this time the staff would like the Council to consider applying for another SCA grant.  We have 
reviewed a number streets in town.  However, many of those in need of work do not qualify for 
the grant.  Two options are the south side of SE Fairview, which would be an expensive and time 
consuming endeavor and SW Cedar Street.  The Cedar Street option is only for one block 
between SW 2nd and SW 3rd Avenues, where the street is narrow and unimproved. 
 
The Cedar Street project is a good option because it complies with the main grant selection 
requirements of being City-owned as well as serving a school complex and having an increasing 
volume of traffic.  Since the school moved all campuses to Mill City the bus routes have 
decreased and any student within one mile must walk or be driven to school.  In addition, SW 
Evergreen has been closed during school hours for safety purposes.  These two factors have 
contributed to SW Cedar Street becoming the main route between the high school and 
elementary school during school days. 
 
Based on the engineers cost estimate and the potential for $50,000 in grant funds, the City could 
potentially have this section of street completed using only $25,000-$30,000 of City funds.  The 
number may be less, depending upon how much of the project Public Works Supervisor Russ 
Foltz could do himself. 
 
Mrs. Cook has spoken with Mr. Foltz about possible streets that we could look at for this grant 
and he has indicated that he agrees that SW Cedar Street is the most feasible option at this time. 
 
If the Council would like to move ahead with submitting an SCA grant staff will prepare the 
application and a resolution for the next meeting. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he does not feel this is a good time for the City to be looking at spending 
funds for the street improvements.  However, since the improvements will benefit the school, if 
they are willing to assist with the costs it may be a more viable option. 
 
Councilor Long said that he is opposed to spending funds on Cedar Street at this time when there 
are other streets in town that need improvements. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has a potential conflict of interest with this issue. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that he feels that improving Cedar Street would allow for better flow for the 
churches, the food bank and the school. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he doesn’t think we should be spending money for Cedar Street. 
 
Councilor Long said that the City needs to find out what Linn County plans to do with Broadway 
before spending funds on another street. 
 
Nuisance Mowing:  At the last meeting the topic of nuisance mowing and the current code was 
discussed.  Staff was asked to provide the code language to Council for review.  It was emailed to 
Council the following day, June 11 and is enclosed here. 
 
It is staffs understanding that the Council wants to discuss hiring a seasonal employee to do 
mowing for the City as well as any nuisance mowing that needs to be done.  If this is the avenue 
the Council decides to take, there are a number of items related to fees and billing that will need 
to be determined before proceeding.  However, until we are more aware of the Council’s thoughts 
on the process, staff can not specifically outline what needs to be addressed. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that one proposal is to hire a seasonal employee for mowing that can mow 
the City’s properties as well as any nuisance mowing that comes up during the May to September 
time frame. 
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Councilor Long expressed concern about the excessive charge for having the two block section 
of the bioswale adjacent to Hwy 22 weed eaten.  He stated that he had asked a number of 
individuals, including the public works supervisor, what they felt a reasonable cost for having the 
work done would be and everyone indicated that they felt the cost should not exceed $100.  
Councilor Long expressed his displeasure with having the City charged and paid $500 for the job.  
This is wasting taxpayer dollars. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that a job description and salary will need to be adopted and either after or 
concurrently the position can be advertised. 
 
Councilor Follis asked if moving forward with hiring someone should be done at this time or if the 
Council needs to make changes to the nuisance mowing ordinance first? 
 
Councilor Long said that he thinks a schedule needs to be outlined that on a specific day the City 
is surveyed for possible violations, then a letter is sent out.  Perhaps the first letter isn’t 
registered.  A procedure needs to be in place that if it looks like mowing has begun then we don’t 
have it mowed by the City. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the season needs to be changed because realistically the tall 
grass begins in April.  Mrs. Cook said that this is not intended for looks, it is intended for fire code 
and nuisance.  Councilor Baughman said that this year, even in May there was not a fire danger. 
 
It was determined that possibly the two can occur simultaneously.  
 
Councilors Baughman and Long will work with staff to outline possible changes to the nuisance 
mowing code. 
 
Inmate Work Crew: Councilor Follis outlined options for hiring an inmate work crew to do mowing 
and brush clean up in town.  The State work crew would be the best option due to cost, 
availability and processing of paperwork. 
 
Costs are: 
 
Oregon State - $540/day for an eight hour day and 10 man crew. 
Linn County - $625/day for an eight hour day and 6-8 man crew. 
Marion County - $550/day for an eight hour day and 10 man crew. 
 
Councilor Follis  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Contract with Oregon 
State Correctional Institute to Begin the Process for Using Inmate Work Crews Within Mill City.  
The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
A safety assessment will need to be done if the work is within a certain distance of a school but if 
the work is further away the assessment does not need to be done. 
 
Request for Special OLCC Liquor License – Trio Tavern:  Mrs. Cook said that a request for a 
temporary OLCC Liquor License was dropped off yesterday. The request is for July 3-5 at the 
Trio Tavern between the hours of 8AM and 9PM. 
 
Councilor Long asked if there have been any incidents in the past with the Trio doing this outdoor 
beer garden/BBQ.  Mrs. Cook said that there were not any issues that the City is aware of. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Approve Special OLCC 
Liquor License for the Trio Tavern on July 3, 4 and 5, 2015 at 815 SW Linn Blvd, Between the 
Hours of 8:00AM and 9:00PM.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
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STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Clean Up Day Report:  Mrs. Cook said that she understands that the annual Clean Up Day went 
well.  There were ample volunteers to cover the entire day.  330 yards totaling 31.89 tons of 
garbage were hauled out of town. This does not include the yard debris, scrap metal, tires, 
appliances or e-waste that were dropped off. 
 
The total cost billed to the City was $3872.70 with a donated amount of $1000.00+/-. 
 
A huge thank you to all who volunteered for the event! 
 
Councilor Keen asked if it is possible to get a mulcher or chipper next year to chip yard debris 
and give to the citizens to use. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that a citizen approached him about the home next to his to see if 
anything can be done about its status.  It is a fire hazard and overgrown with shrubbery.  Mrs. 
Cook will discuss the issue with the City Attorney next time he is here. 
 
Council Position Ordinances:  Mrs. Cook said that she and Mayor Thacker spoke about the 
possibility of changing the Council position ordinance, specifically the Building Commissioner, so 
that this position is more clearly defined as the liaison to the Planning Commission. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that he Building Commissioner has always been the de facto liaison to the 
Planning Commission, it is just not outlined within the job description.  Staff will work on the 
change to this ordinance. 
 
Packet Submittal Deadline:  Mrs. Cook said that there has been an issue with getting items such 
as the special liquor license approved earlier, into the City in time to place them on the agenda.  
While there is not a huge issue with bringing something like this to the Council for approval, it 
really should be included on the advertised agenda so that people know that it will be discussed. 
 
Mrs. Cook requested the Council’s backing in advising citizens that any item they wish to be 
placed before the Council must be provided by the Thursday prior to the meeting so that it can be 
included on the agenda.  Mrs. Cook said that there will be emergency items that do not make it 
on the agenda and those will still be brought before the Council. 
 
Council consensus to implement this requirement. 
 
Boards/Commissions/Volunteer Process:  Mrs. Cook said that the interviews of the two applicants 
for the Planning Commission vacancies is possibly the first time it has happened since she began 
working for the City.  If this is the way the Council intends to fill vacancies from now on then a 
process should be outlined so that applicants are aware of the requirements.  Council agreement 
to implement a process to fill vacancies. 
 
City Attorney Report:  None. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he attended a planning training in Stayton last night along with some 
Planning Commissioners, newly appointed member Marge Henning and Councilor Baughman.  
There was a lot of good information that came out of this meeting.  Packets of information from 
the training were provided to each Councilor in their boxes. 
 
Mayor Thacker will be attending the workshop at Trexler Farms Thursday morning. 



 

City of Mill City 
Minutes of the City Council 
  Page 11 of 11  

 
Councilor Baughman  said there are two new permits for new homes. 
 
Councilor Follis  said that she met with Fire Chief Leland Ohrt recently.  He is happy with how 
things are moving forward and has provided a list of priority hydrants. 
 
Councilor Heller  had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Keen  said that there is still someone sleeping in Hammond Park.  There are a couple 
of safety issues; a hole in the sidewalk along Fairview and a storm drain grate that is not the 
correct size. 
 
Councilor Long  asked if a date for paving 1st Avenue to the bridge will take place.  Mrs. Cook 
said that she understands it will be done later this summer. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he spoke with Jae Pudwell about the railing along 1st Avenue and Mr. 
Pudwell suggested determining the actual ownership before moving ahead with any work on the 
rail. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No executive session held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


