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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:10 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long.  Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Phil Carey, Virgil James, Roel Lundquist, Josephine 
Reid, Frances Thomas and Frances Villwock. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
REVIEW OF CURRENT CONTRACT LANGUAGE:  Mayor Thacker said that a committee was 
assigned to reassess the contract for law enforcement services.  The committee met with Linn 
County Sheriff Bruce Riley and discussed some of the issues that the community feels we are 
lacking in the services right now.  Some of these include traffic enforcement and drug 
enforcement. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked if an MOU has any teeth and does it make sense to include them within the 
MOU or does it make more sense to amend the contract.  Mr. McGehee said that the contract 
should be amended to incorporate the MOU into it.  It is easier to amend the MOU than the 
contract.  The contract should be the basic nuts and bolts; what is to be done and what will it 
costs?  The MOU then specifies certain items that the City wishes to have included. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that there needs to be an on-going dialogue with Linn County to discuss 
whether there needs to be any changes on either side.  If the Council is unsatisfied with the 
services then the contract can be voided with 30 days written notice. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he believes it is important for the Council to look at alternatives within 
the next fiscal year just in case this MOU does not assist in making the necessary changes to 
improve service to the City. 
 
REVIEW OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) – Janua ry 2006:   Mayor Thacker 
said that he feels that everything within the MOU is still applicable to the City.  However drug 
enforcement and traffic enforcement needs to be outlined as well, specifically by bringing teams 
for each of these into Mill City to work on them. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that one of the items he discussed with Sheriff Riley was keeping deputies in 
Mill City while on duty here and not be called out of town unless there is imminent danger.  In 
addition, rather than having two deputies sitting idle waiting for a call, reduce that to one.  Foot 
patrols also should be added to the MOU, specifically under the bridge.  Mayor Thacker also 
noted that he would like to see language that indicates the City requires results in each of these 
areas.  Mr. McGehee said that this is hard to enforce.  Mayor Thacker suggested including a 
request for hours from the drug enforcement team and documentation of the hours in monthly 
reports. 
 
Councilor Long asked if deputies are doing paperwork or sitting idle in their car, could they sit in 
front of known problem houses?  Mayor Thacker said that this was asked and the answer is that if 
there is an ongoing investigation then they don’t want to spook those being investigated by 
having a patrol car sit in front of the house. 
 
Councilor Heller said that she doesn’t think that those deputies in uniform can be drug 
enforcement because they are known law enforcement officers. 
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Councilor Baughman said that the issue of curfew needs to be addressed as well.  Even if those 
stopped are of age, the fact that the deputies are stopping to speak with them may be enough to 
make them think twice about hanging around town. 
 
Mr. McGehee suggested having the way the deputies report their hours changed to more 
accurately reflect how their time is being spent. 
 
Mayor Thacker suggested adding language requesting deputies within the City during our highest 
call times.  Mr. McGehee asked if the calls are being answered.  Mayor Thacker said they are but 
with horrible response times. 
 
Councilor Long said that he would like to ask the Sheriff how many hours Mill City could expect 
for coverage if we did not have a contract with them.  Mayor Thacker said that this was asked and 
it was explained that with a contract we will receive more priority than those communities that do 
not have a contract.  However, this depends upon the severity of the call. 
 
Councilor Long asked if the issue of the 5% increase was brought up during the meeting with the 
Sheriff.  Mayor Thacker said that it was discussed.  The overall contract increase comes from the 
County Commissioners. 
 
OUTLINE OF POTENTIAL CONTRACT CHANGES:   Mr. McGehee said that the only 
modification that needs to be made to the contract will be a reference to inclusion of the MOU. 
 
Additional items to include in MOU: 
 

1. Except for emergencies deputies are to remain in Mill City while on duty here. 
2. On a quarterly basis provide number of hours that traffic enforcement is in Mill City, 

number of citations issued and where they are focusing patrols. 
3. On a quarterly basis provide number of hours that drug enforcement is in Mill City. 
4. Deputies are to be in Mill City during peak hours. 
5. Foot patrols under the bridges, walking path and in all parks. 
6. Use of knock-n-talks. 
7. All citations to be issued into Mill City Municipal Court. 

 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, said that she spoke with staff at the school district and they would like 
to see a resource officer brought back. 
 
Virgil James, S 1st Avenue, asked if Mill City benefits from speeding tickets written in town.  Mr. 
McGehee said that there is some revenue that comes into Mill City but the majority of it goes to 
the State. 
 
CITY PRIORITIES – DISTRESSED COMMUNITIES WORKSHOP FOLLOW UP:   A list of 
priorities that were included at the Distressed Communities Workshop has been provided for 
Council review. 
 
Councilor Long said that he felt the Council was ill-prepared for this workshop and would like to 
make sure that we are more prepared for the next meeting.  Councilor Long said that he does not 
feel that the sewer system should be as high up on the list as it is.  The water system 
improvement discussion should involve the Water Commissioner and the street improvements 
need to be looked at. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he has spoken with the Public Works Supervisor and feels that the water 
and sewer systems are still priorities but not necessarily as they are laid out in this list. 
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Mrs. Cook said that the sewer issue is specifically for completing a study to identify where we are 
with our system.  This includes information on capacity and how many possible years there are 
before further capacity is needed.  The water improvements are needed because there are still a 
number of lines that need to be replaced. 
 
Councilor Long said that he agrees with the top three items outlined on the priority listing.  Mayor 
Thacker suggested running these items by the Public Works Supervisor as well so that he has 
some say in what infrastructure is a priority in town. 
 
Councilor Heller said that the walking trail and pedestrian bridge should also be added as a 
priority item in Mill City. 
 
Items three, five and six are somewhat related and could be combined with a notation on six that 
it is also highway clean up. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


