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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, June 10, 2015 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long.  Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz 
and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Wayne Cook, Lieutenant Michelle Duncan, Linn County 
Sheriff’s Office, Lynda Harrington, Marge Henning, Roel Lundquist, Bill Sanderson and Frances 
Villwock. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  
 
Public Works Truck Update:  Russ Foltz, Public Works Supervisor said that the trucks are now 
being stored in the old fire hall. 
 
ORENCO Training:  The ORENCO training was well worth it and Mr. Foltz learned that 20 call 
outs for a system the size of Mill City’s is very good. 
 
Vegetation Control:  Spraying has been done in the parks. 
 
WWTP Pumping:  The WWTP has been pumped.  Mayor Thacker said that in the future this 
issue will be taken care of and planned for in advance so that the budget reflects it happening. 
 
Street Sweeper:  The street sweeper is up and running. 
 
Trash Can Replacement:  There are 13-55 gallon trash cans that need to be replaced.  Cost for 
decorative trash cans is very high.  Mayor Thacker said that the Lions Club is the one that has 
provided the drums to us in the past and we may want to speak with them about this again.  
Mayor Thacker will speak with Sandy Lyness to see if the Lions Club is interested in supplying 
the drums again. 
 
Councilor Keen suggested looking into concrete trash cans for placement by the bridge so that 
they are not easily destroyed or removed. 
 
Sand Filter:  Parts have been purchased for the sand filter which should extend the life of it for a 
while. 
 
On Call Schedule:  An on-call schedule has been created with a rotation of public works 
employees. 
 
Inmate Work Crew:  Councilor Follis said that a 10 crew inmate crew with one officer from Marion 
County can be hired for $540 for an eight hour day.  Mrs. Cook said that Linn County also has a 
crew.  Councilor Keen said that there is a juvenile work crew that can be hired as well. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he has been getting a lot of good feedback from people that see Mr. 
Foltz working around town. 
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Councilor Long asked about the connection of the generator which should have included 
electrical hook up but has not yet been done.  Councilor Long said that he would like to have an 
estimate for the hook up to be obtained. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the original generator had some issues that kept it from leaving 
California so a different generator was provided at the same cost.  Mayor Thacker said that he 
will look into this further because he was told that the hook up was included with the cost. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the retired Public Works Supervisor John Dickinson needs to only be 
contacted by current Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz and that Mr. Foltz needs to be present 
whenever Mr. Dickinson is actually on the job so that job shadowing can be done. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that there needs to be advance notice for Mr. Foltz so that he can build 
the time into his regular work schedule. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee said that he did some research on the issue of contracting with Mr. 
Dickinson for these services.  There were concerns about whether he can actually be an 
independent contractor rather than a part-time employee.  One of the main issues to consider is 
work comp coverage and another is that the City is the only entity that Mr. Dickinson is 
contracting with. 
 
Mr. McGehee has also checked into contracting with a circuit rider from OAWU but has not heard 
back from them yet. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Long pulled item ‘d’ of the consent agenda.  Mayor Thacker pulled item ‘c’ of the 
consent agenda. 
 
Councilor Heller moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen , to approve items a; Approval of 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of May 26, 2015, b; Approval of Minutes of Special 
Workshop of June 12, 2015, e; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, May 
2015, and f; Approval of OLCC Liquor License Renewals for the Following Businesses: 

1. Circle K Store #468  200 NW Santiam Blvd. 
2. Giovanni’s Mountain Pizza 146 N Santiam Blvd. 
3. Santiam Quickmart  654 NW Santiam Blvd. 
4. Santiam Sports Center  250 NW 9th Ave., 

of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the minutes of the Budget Committee on the second to the last page 
reflect a conversation regarding the skatepark.  Finance Clerk Trisha Ruby indicated during that 
conversation that it was her understanding that the City was just providing matching funds, not 
funding the entire skatepark.  Mayor Thacker said that he does not remember this being said.  
Mrs. Cook said that it was.  Mayor Thacker said that there was a suggestion by David Hinkley 
that at Skatepark Fund be created.  Mayor Thacker said that he would like this noted for inclusion 
in next year’s budget.  Mrs. Cook said that staff has already made note of this. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked how the funds were originally allocated in the budget.  Mayor 
Thacker said that Ann Holaday was an advocate for the skatepark and pushed to put the funds in 
the budget over a course of four years. 
 
Councilor Baughman  moved and was seconded by Councilor Long  to approve item ‘c’ of the 
consent agenda.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Long said that he was dumbfounded when he saw the billing for the sludge 
management for the WWTP and said that bids should have been obtained and we should be 



 

City of Mill City 
Minutes of the City Council 
  Page 3 of 12  

budgeting for this.  Mrs. Cook said that when the matter of pumping the WWTP came up both she 
and Mrs. Ruby indicated that this had not been budgeted for and that we needed to be made 
aware of such items to include in the budget.  In addition, it was asked that this wait until after 
July 1 so that it could be included as an expenditure. 
 
Councilor Long brought up the $1900 for code enforcement mowing payable to Martha Arndt 
stating that it is his understanding that the City has chosen to pay Mrs. Arndt rather than Billy 
Arndt because he is on disability.  Mrs. Cook said that is entirely untrue and it is her 
understanding that the business is in Mrs. Arndt’s name. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked why the letters show Billy Arndt’s name instead of Martha’s if the 
business is in her name.  Councilor Baughman asked about license and bonding for the Arndt’s.  
Mrs. Cook said that she researched last year when the matter came up and found that they are 
not required to be licensed or have insurance.  Mr. McGehee said that this is a service and there 
is not a liability to the City for hiring out a service.  Mayor Thacker said that this may be an issue 
that needs to be looked into further. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he wants to discuss the $1200.00 billing stating that he had started 
to mow the property between SW 2nd and SW 3rd and Mr. Arndt came in and finished it and then 
charged the City that amount of money.  Councilor Baughman said that he broke a piece on his 
equipment and went to fix it when it started to rain so he called his customer and was advised 
that Mr. Arndt had already come and finished it.  It would have taken three hours to mow for 
Councilor Baughman and it took Mr. Arndt half a day. 
 
Councilor Long agreed with Councilor Baughman stating that this is not the kind of service that is 
provided by the City.  Mr. Arndt should not be going to mow unless notified by the City.  Mrs. 
Cook said that the City had asked Mr. Arndt to mow the property.  Utility Billing Clerk Kimberley 
Johnson called and spoke with Mr. Arndt about this matter and was advised that there was one 
strip mowed when he went to do the job. 
 
Mrs. Cook explained that with nuisance mowing there is no way that bids can be obtained.  By 
the time the property owner’s time to mow has expired you are two weeks out from the original 
notation of violation.  If we then had to get a bid to mow the grass would be even higher and more 
work to take care of.  Mayor Thacker asked when nuisance mowing became something the City 
decided to take over.  Mrs. Cook said that it has always been the City taking care of nuisance 
mowing because it is in our code that it must be done. 
 
Councilor Baughman said we need to change this. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he believes the nuisance mowing needs attention again stating that our 
citizens are very angry about it and it is one of the hot topics he hears most brought up about how 
citizens feel slighted being sent registered letters that cost taxpayers money and being charged 
for mowing.  What is the intention of the code?  Councilor Baughman said that according to the 
Fire Chief you couldn’t burn the grass right now even with gas but to be fair he feels we should 
start this process a lot sooner because the grass is growing in April.  Mayor Thacker asked 
Councilor Baughman if he would like to take this on.  Councilor Baughman said that he would and 
would like to see the process begin with a regular letter advising of the need to mow and then if it 
doesn’t get mowed then a registered letter can be. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that if we want to change the process then we have to change our code.  If the 
Council wants to do this earlier it is not a problem but there needs to be an understanding that it 
will take long and more time on staff’s part.  Councilor Baughman said that it is not right the way it 
is now.  It only gives people that don’t live here one weekend to get the mowing done. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked that an email outlining how the code is written be sent to Council.  Mrs. 
Cook said that she is required per code to advertise this three times in the newspaper prior to 
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May 15 and she will send this notice to the Council.  Mayor Thacker asked Councilor Baughman 
to work with staff on any changes he would like to see to determine if they are reasonable or 
feasible. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that we need to discuss payment of the bill.  Councilor Baughman said that 
he doesn’t think it should be paid because he had already started mowing the property.  
However, Councilor Baughman said he would recuse himself from voting on this.  Mr. McGehee 
said that the bill needs to be paid. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that it is his understanding that Mr. Arndt gets the job done in a timely manner 
but if the Council wants to they can put out a request to other companies to bid all of the nuisance 
mowing. 
 
Councilor Baughman said he sent someone down here six months ago and that person was told 
that there were two people in front of him and he probably wouldn’t get much work.  Mrs. Cook 
asked who that was and after advised explained that this was, in fact, not true, she and Mrs. 
Johnson have discussed different companies for mowing in the past.  One company was 
potentially slightly less money but would never get the job done.  One was having problems with 
his business partner to the point of bringing law enforcement into the picture and it was decided 
that the City did not need to be a part of that.  He is now added back to the list as things have 
settled down.  And, finally there is Mr. Arndt who does the job quickly, efficiently and leaves the 
property looking clean without grass clippings. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked about the agreement with the Arndt’s.  Mrs. Cook said that there is not a 
written agreement and there never has been.  The work is billed out based on how long it takes 
and how many people are doing the work. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the next steps are to review the code for possible changes as well as 
discussion on how we move forward with who we contract with and an understanding of price 
before we have property mowed. 
 
Mrs. Cook asked if this is in preparation for next mowing season or if changes need to be made 
at this time before doing any further mowing.  Mayor Thacker said at the very least by the next 
Council meeting let’s get an understanding of how the individual companies charge. 
 
Councilor Keen moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to approve item ‘d’ of the 
consent agenda.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:1) with Councilor Baughman voting nay. 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  Lieutenant Duncan gave a brief report of activities for the Linn 
County Sheriff’s Office.  The traffic hours have now been broken out on the report. 
 
Lieutenant Duncan said that Sgt. LeBard has gone on an extended leave with no return date at 
this time.  The position has been filled by Greg Klein. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Lynda Harrington, Save Our Bridge Committee, said 
that at this time the Committee has raised almost $80,000 in the silent phase of fundraising.  The 
public phase of the project is going to be kicked off before the 4th of July.  A logo has been drafted 
and is being refined at this time.  The Committee would like for the City’s website to have an 
explanation of the history of the bridge and an outline of the project along with a fundraising 
mechanism.  Mrs. Harrington asked the City to set up two donate mechanisms on the City’s 
website; a Paypal and a Gofundme.  Mrs. Harrington said that the Committee would like that to 
be in place by the first part of July.  A larger banner is being purchased and the Committee would 
like the Council’s permission to hang it on the Railroad Bridge, to be hung by City staff. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he thinks a way to donate to different things for the City such as the 
library or museum should be placed on the website. 
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Councilor Heller moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Direct Staff to Work with the 
Save Our Bridge Committee to Create a Donation Link for Gofundme and Paypal on the City’s 
Website and to Allow Placement of a Banner with Responsibility of Maintenance to be the SOB 
Committee. 
 
Mrs. Cook clarified that the Council understands that the Gofundme and Paypal accounts are to 
be set up by the City in the City’s name.  The Council acknowledged their understanding. 
 
Mayor Thacker called for the vote.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Frances Villwock said that she had an issue with her neighbor running a generator last night and 
called the police.  Because this was a non-emergency and only one deputy was on duty with a 
page and a half of calls to get through it took about two hours for him to respond.  The issue was 
resolved upon his arrival. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: FY 2015-2016 Budget Hearing 
 
The hearing was opened at 7:56p.m. 
 
Staff Report:  Mrs. Cook said during the Save Our Bridge Committee (SOB) this afternoon there 
was discussion about donations to come into the City from the SOB’s as well as some 
expenditures that may need to be made for purchase of tee shirts and signs.   
 
At 7:57p.m. Mayor Thacker called for a brief recess. 
 
The meeting and hearing reconvened at 8:02p.m. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the SOB’s were advised that when expenditures are necessary they should 
probably come before the Council to request funds to do so. 
 
Mayor Thacker suggested that the SOB Committee piggy back off of SKATE once the 501(c)(3) 
is obtained.  The SKATE committee would have to make the final decision but it may be an option 
to allow for separation of funds from the City. 
 
Roel Lundquist said that part of the motivation of this change in the line item is due to the timing 
with the end of the fiscal year.  Mr. Lundquist said that in order to get shirts ready for sale the 
Committee members will individually front the money and make it either a donation or request 
reimbursement from the revenues.  For a clarification of tracking funds the Committee would like 
to see an itemization in the budget for the revenues and expenditures. 
 
Mrs. Cook noted that there is no monetary value to adding the line items to the budget. The way 
the Railroad Bridge Maintenance was set up as a capital expenditure fund not a fundraising fund 
and line items specifically outlining revenues and expenditures for the SOB’s were not included in 
the fund.  If the SOB’s wish to obtain reimbursements they will be very limited in what can come 
out of this fund this fiscal year unless another Budget Committee meeting is held to do a 
supplemental budget.  Otherwise this can be revised next fiscal year. 
 
Mrs. Cook stated that the City is required to hold a public hearing concerning State Revenue 
Sharing Funds.  The hearing to obtain public input on State Revenue Sharing.  These revenues 
consist of State Revenue Sharing Funds, Cigarette and Liquor tax and State Highway Tax.  Of 
these most go into the General Fund except for the State Highway Tax which goes into the Street 
Fund. 
 
Public Testimony:   None. 
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Close Hearing:   Mayor Thacker closed the public hearing at 8:09p.m. 
 
ADOPTION OF FY 2015-2016 BUDGET:   
 
Resolution No. 768 – Creating Railroad Bridge Maintenance & Restoration Fund:  Resolution No. 
768 formally creates the Railroad Bridge Maintenance & Restoration Fund to track revenues and 
expenditures for the proposed railroad bridge project. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Approve Resolution No. 768 
– Creating Railroad Bridge Maintenance & Restoration Fund.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
 
Resolution No. 769 – Adopting the Budget and Levying Taxes for FY 2015-2016:  Resolution No. 
769 adopts the budget, appropriates funding per direction during the budget process and 
authorizes levying of taxes at the rate of 4.1578 per $1000 of assessed value. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Approve Resolution No. 769 
– Adopting the Budget, Making Appropriations and Levying Taxes for the 2015-2016 Fiscal Year.  
The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Resolution No. 770 – Declaring the City’s Election to Receive State Revenues:  Resolution No. 
770 declares the City of Mill City’s election to receive State Revenue Sharing Funds.  Without 
adoption of this resolution the City is unable to collect these funds which are: Revenue Sharing 
(from State General Fund), State Highway tax, Liquor and Cigarette tax and 911 tax. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Approve Resolution No. 770 
– Declaring the City’s Election to Receive State Revenues.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
 
Resolution No. 771 – Certifying the City Provides Five (5) Municipal Services:  Resolution No. 
771 certifies that the City of Mill City provides at least four municipal services.  This Resolution 
states that the City will provide: Police, Streets, Water, Sewer, Storm Sewer and Planning. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Approve Resolution No. 771 
– Certifying That the City of Mill City Provides Five Municipal Services as Enumerated in Section 
1, ORS 221.760.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Business Loan Program:  During the follow-up meeting for the Distressed Communities workshop 
it was noted that the Marion County Community Grant cycle will be opening up again within the 
next few weeks.  Once we receive notification of the availability to apply Mrs. Cook will be looking 
into how we might be able to make this grant work as a component of a business loan or grant 
program. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he, Councilors Long and Follis, Mrs. Cook and Planning Advisor David 
Kinney attended the update to the Marion County Distressed Community Workshop.  At the 
workshop the Oregon Main Street Program was mentioned. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she has begun researching the Oregon Main Street Program.  Information 
was provided to the Council at each seat.  There has not been a lot of time spent on the research 
but it has been determined that this is not a free program; there is a fee involved but it has yet to 
be determined. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant: Linn County has approved the right-of-way 
encroachment permit to allow installation of all of the signs.  Mrs. Cook has been requesting an 
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overall cost for the signs and installation but has yet to receive one.  Dave Curran, Linn County 
Road Department has indicated that he will get the estimate to me next week. 
 
A timeline for installation of the signs has also been requested. 
 
Mr. Lundquist suggested contacting the Linn County Commissioners to have them attend a 
meeting to discuss issues with the Council.  Mr. Lundquist also said that the Road Master should 
attend a meeting to discuss issues in town. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he, Councilor Long, Councilor Follis and Public Works Supervisor Russ 
Foltz had a meeting to discuss issues in need of review.  Some of the items that came from this 
meeting are signage, potholes and speed limits on County roads.  Mayor Thacker said that he 
has requested that Mrs. Cook have Linn County Commissioners and the Linn County Road 
Master attend an upcoming Council meeting to discuss these issues. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she has confirmed that Linn County Commissioner Roger Nyquist will attend 
the June 23, 2015 and those issues she was aware of have been provided for topics of 
discussion.  However, if the Council has any other items to add please get them to her as soon as 
possible so that they can be forwarded to Commissioner Nyquist.  Mrs. Cook also said that she 
tried to contact Linn County Road Master Darrin Lane but he is out of the office right now. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, suggested that the storm drainage in 1st Avenue should be discussed 
with Linn County. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that we should make sure that the storm lines are cleaned or not 
cleaned prior to bringing this up with the Commissioner. 
 
Mill City Falls – Hammond Park Restroom Project: Planning Advisor David Kinney, Councilors 
Baughman and Keen, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz, City Engineer John Ashley and Mrs. 
Cook met in late May to review the restroom project and outline a course of action. 
 
Mr. Kinney explained that the City can act as the General Contractor for this project with no 
problem.  An RFP for the actual structure needs to be compiled and sent out to pre-fab 
companies as well as advertised in the Daily Journal of Commerce (DJC).  All site prep work 
including underground utilities can be completed by the City’s public works department. 
Mr.  Ashley left the meeting with the directive to begin survey and geotech work on the site.  Mr. 
Foltz has identified locations of the water meter, sewer tank and storm line.  Based on the 
information obtained it looks as though everything should be easy to connect into and go fairly 
smoothly.  One question still to be answered is how Pacific Power will require the power drop to 
be installed. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he felt that the procurement process with an exemption was the 
process that we had planned to go with rather than an RFP.  Mrs. Cook said if the City uses the 
procurement process then a public hearing must be held to exempt the City from the public 
bidding process. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he would like to see some redundancy in locking mechanisms for the 
restrooms.  It was determined that the order form for the pre fab buildings should be provided at 
the next meeting so that the Council can determine which items they want included in the 
building. 
 
Mrs. Cook noted that the public hearing will need to be done parallel to the review of the building 
information so that we can move as quickly on this process as possible. 
 
Wayne Cook, SE Grove St, said that the restrooms are really bad and need to be cleaned more 
often. 
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Councilor Baughman said that he was very disappointed in how the City Engineer wanted to 
spend funds and feels we need to use the engineer as little as possible for this grant unless it is 
required. 
 
Plastic Bag/Biodegradable Code:  City Attorney Jim McGehee was hoping to have a draft of the 
plastic bag/biodegradable code ready for the meeting.  However, he has indicated that 
specifications on the Styrofoam containers has been harder to write than anticipated.  If a draft 
comes in it will be provided to the Council for review. 
 
Mr. McGehee said he hopes to have this in draft form by the next Council meeting. 
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment:  Planning Advisor David Kinney and Mrs. Cook met on Wednesday, 
May 13, 2015 to discuss the status of the Tinney/City property on SW Spring Street.  After 
contacting Greg Wilson, Barker/Wilson surveying, Mr. Kinney has provided the following steps for 
completion of this process: 
 

1. Storm drain pipe.  There is an 8” pipe that moves water from the south across SW 
Spring Street and toward the river.  This pipe runs down the center of the right-of-way 
in question.  The Council will need to direct staff to move forward with one of two 
options; a) obtain and record a PUE for the pipe and leave as is or b) have public 
works install a swale or infiltration trench with a new connection to the storm drain as 
outlined on the enclosed map. 

2. File Ordinance No. 370 with appropriate legal description with Linn County. 
3. Negotiate and complete lot line adjustment with Tinney’s.  Sample lot line adjustment 

shown on map. 
4. File revised survey map with Linn County 

 
This information was provided to the Council at the May 26, 2015 meeting and further information 
was requested.  Mrs. Cook explained that the storm drain pipe that runs from Linn Blvd toward 
Spring St only goes as far as the embankment just south of the City’s property.  Any drainage 
then disburses into the ground and infiltrates the storm line naturally that is in the old right-of-way 
in question.  If the Council wants to keep the storm line then a PUE needs to be drafted and 
recorded.  Otherwise, Public Works can create a small swale that the water can infiltrate into and 
connect it into the northerly portion of the storm line, allowing the City to cap the other half and 
abandon it.  Mr. Kinney’s recommendation is to abandon the back half of the storm line and have 
some minor groundwork done to allow the water to infiltrate into the front half of the storm line. 
 
Councilor Heller  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Direct Staff to Move Forward 
with Installation of a Small Swale to Connect into the Existing Eight Inch Storm Line on the City’s 
Portion of the Property and to Abandon the Line Beyond.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Certificate of Water Rights:  At the May 12, 2015 meeting Council was advised of the recent 
notification from Water Resources Department that our Certificate of Water Rights has not been 
completed and filed with the State.  This was due to the City contesting the proposed certificates 
figures related to the amount of water that could be pumped from the wells. 
 
Staff was authorized to have Steve Bruce do research on this issue to advise the City of the 
status and options.  Mr. Bruce’s response is enclosed for review.  If the City wishes to continue 
with the request to increase the pumping rate for both wells then we need to provide the 
appropriate documentation to Water Resources Department before June 8, 2015. 
 
Based on the discussion at the Council meeting staff requested an extension on the June 8 
deadline in order to try to obtain the necessary documentation to show the ability to pull more 
from each well.  Mrs. Cook has asked Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz to work with retired 
Public Works Supervisor John Dickinson to identify the needed information. 
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Water Resources Department finally responded and indicated that they are willing to work with 
the City on an extension.  However, Mrs. Cook has gone as far as possible with making the 
request for the data from Public Works.  If anything more is to be done the Council will need to 
make the request. 
 
Councilor Heller said that she worked for a well drilling company and knows that there is a record 
of the drilling information from when the well was first installed.  Councilor Heller will work with 
staff to try to obtain the necessary information. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked what we are gaining out of this process.  Mrs. Cook said that what 
the City would be gaining is the right to draw an additional amount, up to the certificate allowance, 
from each of the wells should there be a failure in one or the other. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked what year our water rights are from.  Mrs. Cook said that it is her 
understanding that the City holds dual water rights; the rights from the 2006-2008 well installation 
as well as the rights from the river.  Because the City was able to show that the wells are on the 
same aquifer as the river, we were able to retain the old rights. 
 
Wastewater System Operator Certification:  At the May 12, 2015 meeting staff was authorized to 
complete the required DEQ forms related to designating a supervising operator for our water and 
sewer systems.  Upon review of the forms Mrs. Cook found the following statement: 
 
If one or more of the principal designated operators identified on page one of this form is a 
contracted operator, a written agreement is required to comply with OAR 340-049-0015. 
 
Until the Council determines how we will continue to employ Mr. Dickinson, this process can go 
no further. 
 
Law Enforcement Contract/Liaison:  The Council held a workshop on Tuesday, June 2, 2015 to 
discuss the current law enforcement contract and the addition of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU).  City Attorney Jim McGehee has dictated the changes and a draft of the 
document should be forthcoming once it has been typed.  As a part of the MOU the Council 
needs to appoint a liaison to the Sheriff’s Office to ensure that communication continues once the 
contract has been signed. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked about the language regarding a deputy leaving for an emergency and 
whether this is enough to keep them in town.  Mr. McGehee said that this was drafted as a 
starting point for discussions.  Council agreed that this is the information they wished to see in the 
MOU. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that a liaison needs to be determined. 
 
Councilor Long  moved to Appoint Mayor Thacker as the Liaison with the Linn County Sheriff’s 
Office.  Councilor Long said that this is due to Mayor Thacker having taken the lead on this as 
well as having the highest elected official. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he is not opposed to being the liaison but would work with Councilor 
Heller as the Police Commissioner. 
 
Councilor Baughman seconded the motion.  Mayor Thacker called for the vote.  The motion 
passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mr. McGehee will make modifications to the language to note the co-liaisons and the MOU and 
contract will be sent to Linn County Sheriff Bruce Riley for his review. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Community Giving Fund Request for Funding Application Form:  During the May 12, 2015 
meeting the Council discussed a request for funding from the Community Giving Fund.  At that 
time additional information not included on the request form, was asked for.  Based on this 
discussion the Council determined that the request form needs to be reviewed and the questions 
modified to more accurately reflect the information the Council wishes to have from those 
requesting funding. 
 
Mrs. Cook asked that any additional questions or requests for information be forwarded to her so 
that a draft of the modified document can be provided to Council for review at the next meeting. 
 
Planning Commission Vacancies:  The Planning Commission has two vacancies as of June 30, 
2015.  The vacancies were advertised for the last month and a half.  In the past the Mayor has 
made appointments to vacant seats and the Council has ratified them.  However, Mayor Thacker 
has requested that appointments be placed on the agenda for Council discussion from now on.  
We received one letter of interest.   
 
Mayor Thacker said that he thinks a better job of advertising the vacancies needs to be done.  
Mrs. Cook stated that the vacancy was advertised for six weeks around town, on the City’s two 
bulletin boards as well as in the newspaper.  Staff will place the information on the website and 
facebook page as well as put a press release out to the media again.  Mrs. Cook asked for a 
deadline for this round of advertising.  Mayor Thacker said to use June 19 and interviews will be 
done by Councilor Baughman and himself on the 22nd or 23rd. 
 
Resolution No. 772 – Repealing Council Stipend: The Council passed a motion at the March 10, 
2015 meeting directing staff to draft a resolution rescinding Resolution No. 637.  After discussing 
the issue further a decision to withhold adopting of the Resolution was made until further research 
and recommendation could be provided by Auditor Glen Kearns. 
 
Mr. Kearns provided a letter outlining the Council’s ability to receive reimbursements for 
expenditures, which was discussed at the May 26, 2015 meeting.  At that time, Council directed 
staff to move forward with a resolution repealing the stipend.  Resolution No. 772, repeals 
Resolution No. 637 and stops the Council stipend. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Adopt Resolution No. 772 – 
Repealing Council Stipend.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:1), with Councilor Heller voting 
nay. 
 
Resolution No. 773 – Renaming the Canyon Journey Trail Fund to Canyon Journey Trail/Mill City 
Falls-Hammond Park Fund: Resolution No. 773 was created to track revenues and expenditures 
related to the Canyon Journey Trail (Rails to Trails) project.  Over the course of the last five or six 
years the fund has also been used to track other projects within the same general vicinity (Mill 
City Falls-Hammond Park).  If it is our intention to continue to do so, staff feels that we should 
clarify the purpose of the fund by modifying, as presented during the budget meetings, the fund 
name. 
 
Resolution No. 773 changes the official name of the fund from the Canyon Journey Trail Fund to 
the Canyon Journey Trail/Mill City Falls-Hammond Park Fund. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Adopt Resolution No. 773 – 
Renaming the Canyon Journey Trail Fund.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Request for Parking – 4th of July:  Fire Chief Leland Ohrt has made a request for the City to open 
up the area by the WWTP that is used for the annual Clean Up Day during the 4th of July.  It is 
staffs understanding from Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz that Chief Ohrt would like the area 
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to accommodate those who come to watch the fireworks display but remain in their vehicles.  
Generally these people just park along the edge of the street surrounding the WWTP. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller to Approve Request for Parking 
at WWTP for 4th of July Celebration. 
 
Request for Cable Internet at WWTP:  Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz has asked for internet 
to be hooked up at the WWTP site.  Mr. Foltz looked into this and found that there used to be 
cable available to the site.  Therefore, it should be as simple as contacting WAVE to reconnect 
the service.  Per the City’s franchise agreement, there should be no charge.  However, when the 
request for connection is made staff will ask for verification. 
 
Councilor Follis  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Approve Request for Cable 
Internet at WWTP.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Public Works Laptop Purchase: Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz has requested the use of a 
computer to be able to do research and write reports.  Staff has requested an estimate to 
purchase a new laptop and was provided an estimate of $340 for one similar to what the City 
currently has.  If the Council is okay with making the purchase staff will authorize IT Tech Steve 
Burkleo to order the laptop. 
 
Councilor Keen moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Approve Purchase of 
Laptop for Public Works.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Request for Yearbook Ad:  The Santiam Jr/Sr High School Yearbook Coordinator has submitted 
a request for the City to purchase an ad in the 2014-2015 yearbook.  The City did purchase an ad 
last year.  Advertisement costs range from $10.00 to $65.00. 
 
Councilor Keen  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Purchase a $65 Ad for 
the 2014-2015 Santiam Jr/Sr High School Yearbook.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Request for Special OLCC Permit:  The Odd Fellows Lodge, located at 158 SW Broadway Street, 
is hosting a comedy night on June 20, 2015.  As a part of the evening the Trio Tavern will be 
selling food and beverages.  A request for approval of a special OLCC permit was dropped off 
today from the Trio Tavern.  The request states the hours of 7:00p.m. to 10:00p.m. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he feels this should be from 6:30p.m. to 10:30p.m. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Approve Special OLCC 
Liquor License for the Trio Tavern on June 20, 2015 at 158 SW Broadway Street, Between the 
Hours of 5PM and 11PM.  The motion passed, (5:0:1), with Mayor Thacker abstaining. 
 
Request for Waiver of Booth Fee:  Mrs. Cook said that the local Young Life group has requested 
a waiver of the non profit booth fee for the 4th of July Celebration. 
 
Councilor Heller moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Approve the Request for 
Waiver of Non Profit Booth Fee for the 4th of July Celebration for Young Life.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Canyon Catalysts:  Mrs. Cook said that the Canyon Catalysts are moving forward again and have 
provided a list of projects they hope to work on in the future.  Those include weeding, painting fire 
hydrants, painting the wall along N 1st Avenue, planting flowers and more. 
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Mayor Thacker said that he would like to consider planting something besides Rhododendrons 
because they are poisonous to hooved animals. 
 
Baptist Church Group:  The Baptist Church will have a youth group doing community service work 
at the end of the month.  At this time it looks as though they will be painting park benches and 
picnic tables as well as bollards.  The group will work with Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz on 
these projects. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked about a report on the Clean Up Day.  Mrs. Cook said that she will get one 
for the next meeting. 
 
Marion County Request for Support:  Mrs. Cook said that she was contacted by Marion County 
asking if the City will support the appointment of new members to the Marion County Public 
Safety Coordinating Council.  The representative was advised that the Council will likely take no 
action on the appointments since they do not know the candidates.  Mayor Thacker agreed with 
this noting that if they want the City’s support then the candidates should come before the Council 
to introduce themselves. 
 
City Attorney Report:  None. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker said that there is a public hearing at Marion County for the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan Update. 
 
The sale of the Broadway property is still moving forward and the City is still in first back up 
position. 
 
The Oregon Mayors Association is having a summer conference and Mill City would qualify for 
the scholarship for registration, lodging and meals.  Mayor Thacker requested permission to 
attend the conference. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller to Approve Mayor Thacker’s 
Attendance of the Oregon Mayors Association Summer Conference. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said that there were three permits this month. 
 
Councilor Follis  said that she will be attending the planning training in Stayton.  Fire Chief 
Leland Ohrt has submitted a report of four hydrants that need to be taken care of.  The most 
important is the one by the old body shop. 
 
Councilors Heller, Keen and Long  had nothing further to report. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


