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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, May 27, 2014 
 

 
Mayor Kirsch  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Susann Heller, Justin Merrill, Fred Smith, and Thorin Thacker.  Staff members in 
attendance: City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Rosie Damon, Brandon Haraughty, Roel Lundquist, Bill 
Sanderson, Rick Villwock and Frances Villwock. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Councilor Baughman noted a potential conflict with the SE Fairview Street Improvement Project. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Heller asked about insurance for the use of the Odd Fellows Hall.  Councilor Thacker 
said that there is insurance for the event. 
 
Councilor Merrill moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller , to approve items a, Approval 
of the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting, May 13, 2014, b; Approval of Minutes of 
Special Meeting – Goal Setting, April 29, 2014, c; Approval of Accounts Payable, d; Ratification of 
Mayor Kirsch’s Appointment of Ann Carey, Dennis Chamberlin and David Leach to Three (3) 
Year Terms, Ending June 30, 2017 on the Mill City Planning Commission, e; Approval of OLCC 
Liquor License Renewals for the Following Businesses: 

1. Circle K Store #468   200 NW Santiam Blvd. 
2. Giovanni’s Mtn Pizza   146 N Santiam Blvd. 
3. Santiam Quick Mart   654 NW Santiam Blvd. 
4. Santiam Sports Center  250 NW 9th Ave., 

f; Authorization of Temporary OLCC License for the Trio Tavern; June 7, 2014, Odd Fellows Hall, 
158 SW Broadway St., Mill City, and g; Authorization to Mayor Kirsch to Sign the “Master Proof of 
Loss” for City Hall, 252 SW Cedar Street, Based on City Attorney Jim McGehee’s Finding of No 
Further Claim on Structure, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion 
passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Bill Sanderson said that he has used both of the boat 
ramps in town and finds that the ramp at 7th Avenue has a lot of loose gravel and is in need of 
some repair work.  The one at Kimmel Park had a spout sticking up out of the ground in the past 
but this has been fixed and the ramp is in good working order currently. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd., said that he believes a test well site is the spout that was standing 
up.  To make 7th Avenue work there are issues with the road that need to be taken care of prior to 
doing any additional work on the ramp. 
 
Rosie Damon, NW Alder St. said that she did not receive any information about NW 5th Avenue 
being paved.  In addition there was a mess left by her property.   
 
Mayor Kirsch apologized for the lack of notification stating that there was a short window of 
opportunity to take advantage of NSP being in town and this was a street that needed to be 
overlayed. 
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PUBLIC HEARING:   FY 2014-2015 Budget Hearing 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the public hearing at 6:38p.m. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  Mrs. Cook said that the City receives state revenue sharing dollars via State 
Highway tax, liquor tax, cigarette tax and 911 tax. 
 
PUBLIC TESTIMONY:   None. 
 
CLOSE HEARING:   Mayor Kirsch closed the public hearing at 6:40p.m. 
 
ADOPTION OF FY 2014-2015 BUDGET:  Councilor Heller  moved and was seconded by 
Councilor Merrill to Approve Resolution No. 745 – Adopting the Budget, Making Appropriations 
and Levying Taxes for the 2014-2015 Fiscal Year.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Heller  moved and was seconded by Councilor Merrill to Approve Resolution No. 746 
– Declaring the City’s Election to Receive State Revenues.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
 
Councilor Heller  moved and was seconded by Councilor Merrill  to Approve Resolution No. 747 
– Certifying That the City of Mill City Provides Five Municipal Services as Enumerated in Section 
1, ORS 221.760.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
SCA Grant – SE Fairview Street Project: The SE Fairview Street Improvement Project 
commenced on Wednesday, April 30 and has proceeded at a very fast rate.  Sidewalks are being 
formed in preparation for pouring on Thursday, May 22.  The final element of the project is 
scheduled for next week when NSP completes the installation of rock, grading and seeding of the 
disturbed ground. 
 
John Ashley has requested an update on costs for the SE Fairview Street Improvement Project.  
Once they are in hand I will provide an update to Council.   
 
As the next step in the process of completing street improvements along SE Fairview Street, the 
City needs to look at the drainage basin in this section of town.  City Engineer John Ashley has 
already outlined Phase 1A, which includes the addition of storm line and a catch basin on SE 
Fairview Street.  Mr. John Ashley has provided an email outlining his thoughts along with a map 
showing the basin area.  This will be discussed further under new business, TMDL Basin Study. 
 
NSP was also authorized to overlay NW 5th Avenue and completed that work on Tuesday, May 
20. 
 
Councilor Merrill said that the bid for this project included the moving of a hydrant and our public 
works crew ended up doing the work instead of NSP.  Will this work be taken out of the project 
costs?  The hydrant seems to be too low for the wrench used to open up the hydrant. 
 
Councilor Merrill noted that the reason for the $500 mobilization fee on the change order for SE 
Fairview was due to NSP having to bring up another piece of equipment to do the paving work. 
 
City Hall Parking Lot/Flag Lighting/ADA Doors:  Councilor Baughman said that he spoke with the 
Fire Chief about using the electric pole on the Fire District property and this will be brought up to 
the Fire Board at their next meeting, June 9, 2014. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant:  No update at this time. 
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Meter Reader: Councilors Merrill and Smith, UB/Court Clerk Kimberley Johnson and City 
Recorder Stacie Cook interviewed six candidates for the Meter Reader position on Monday, May 
19.  Based on the employment applications and interviews the Committee was able to 
unanimously make a recommendation on the top three candidates with an ultimate 
recommendation to hire Chuck McCauley as the City’s Meter Reader.  Mr. McCauley resides in 
Mill City and the Committee believes he will be a very hard working employee. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked about reference checks.  Mrs. Cook said that she was unable to 
complete the reference checks prior to tonight but will do so before an official offer of employment 
is made. 
 
Councilor Thacker asked whether anything has been done regarding training for this position.  
Mayor Kirsch said that he has spoken with Jerry Curtis about the meter routes and received an 
explanation as to how the routes are read.  Councilor Thacker said that he sees value in the 
shadowing method of training. 
 
Councilor Thacker  moved and was seconded by Councilor Merrill  to Direct City Recorder to 
Offer the Position of Meter Reader to Chuck McCauley Subject to Results of a Background 
Check, Reference Checks and Filing of Necessary Paperwork.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(5:0:1) with Councilor Baughman abstaining. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that there has been no final decision as to how training will be handled.  
Councilors Thacker and Merrill said that they would like to see a complete walk-through training 
done for the first month.  Council consensus for complete walk-through training for the next meter 
reader. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that if all goes well the intent is to have Mr. McCauley begin working mid-June. 
 
Park Host:  Mrs. Cook said that the new Park Hosts have already dealt with two minor incidents 
at the park, one with someone getting into the concession stand and taking the sharps container 
then dumping it in the flower bed.  The park host has gotten a large board to block the window 
ensure this can not be done again.  The second incident was notification of the toilet paper holder 
in the women’s restroom being vandalized. 
 
Councilor Thacker asked about funds for a security system in Kimmel Park.  Mrs. Cook said that 
for next fiscal year there is $12,000 in parks maintenance and $10,000 in parks capital outlay. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he would like to see an inexpensive system purchased from Costco that 
can be put up. 
 
Ordinance No. 375 – Amending Ordinance No. 367: During the codification of the City’s codes it 
was brought to my attention that there was a scrivener’s error in the numbering of the sections in 
Ordinance No. 367.  To fix this error properly the Ordinance needs to be amended, by Ordinance, 
to change Section 8 to Section 2.  Ordinance No. 375 acknowledges and fixes this error. 
 
Ordinance No. 375 was read for first reading by title only at the May 13, 2014 meeting.  To 
formally adopt and enact the Ordinance a second reading is necessary. 
 
Councilor Thacker  moved and was seconded by Councilor Smith  to Read Ordinance No. 375 
for Second Reading by Title Only. The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook read Ordinance 367 by title only. 
 
Councilor Thacker  moved and was seconded by Councilor Merrill  to Adopt Ordinance No. 375 
and to Direct the Mayor to Sign the Ordinance as Enacted.  The motion passed unanimously, 
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(6:0). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution No. 748 – Workers’ Compensation Coverage:  Each year the City must adopt a 
resolution authorizing workers’ compensation coverage for the fiscal year.  The resolution must 
be provided to CCIS for documentation of the City’s election for coverage.  With the Council’s 
decision to begin using community service workers it is even more imperative that workers’ 
compensation coverage is included in our insurance package.  The enclosed resolution 
authorizes coverage. 
 
Councilor Thacker  moved and was seconded by Councilor Merrill  to Approve Resolution No. 
748 – A Resolution Extending the City of Mill City’s Workers’ Compensation Coverage for 
Volunteers of the City of Mill City for Policy Year 2014-2015.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
 
Resolution No. 749 – Reaffirming Equipment Reserve Fund: Every ten years the city is required 
to review reserve funds to determine if there is still a need to keep them active.  The Equipment 
Reserve Fund needs to be reaffirmed as a necessary component to the city’s budget.  After the 
adoption of this resolution another will not have to be done until 2024.  The notation as to when 
each reserve fund was reaffirmed and the next date has been added to the narrative within the 
budget so that it is easily trackable. 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Approve Resolution No. 
749 – A Resolution Reaffirming the Need for the Equipment Reserve Fund.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Resolution No. 750 – 4th of July Fees: Resolution No. 750 – 4th of July Fees has been updated to 
reflect the following changes: 
 
 Horseshoe Tournament was $10.00/team now $20.00/team 
 Bed Races   Removed 
 Equine Poker Race  Removed 
 
Staff feels the fee increase for the Horseshoe Tournament more accurately reflects its portion of 
costs associated with the 4th of July Celebration.  A motion to adopt Resolution No. 750 must be 
made to enact the resolution. 
 
Councilor Thacker  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Adopt Resolution No. 750 
– 4th of July Fees.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
TMDL Basin Study – SE Myrtle St. to SE Fairview St.:  As a part of the City’s Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) document submitted to DEQ six years ago it indicates that the City will 
complete one basin study annually within the corporate limits of Mill City.  As of now we have not 
completed any basin studies. 
 
With the completion of the street improvements along SE Fairview St., which included a portion of 
the storm drain work, City Engineer John Ashley has indicated his desire to finalize the storm 
work in this area.  It makes sense to use this basin as the first in our efforts to comply with the 
TMDL document.  Mr. Ashley has been asked to provide an estimate of his costs for completion 
of the full basin study. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that once a cost estimate comes in from City Engineer John Ashley this topic will 
be placed on the agenda for additional discussion and comments from Mr. Ashley. 
 
Council Priorities – From Goal Setting Session: On Tuesday, April 29, 2014 a Goal Setting 
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Session was held to gather information from the public regarding where they feel the City stands 
and what issues they see as priorities for the upcoming years.  The results of this session are 
included for review and discussion. 
 
The top ten priorities, as seen by those in attendance, have been compiled for consideration.  
One of the items, Parks Master Plan, has already been completed so should not be included on 
the list of priorities.  The top ten items per star count are: 
 

   Outdoor recreation                  (48)*     
Encouragement for business to clean up                     (18)* 
Effective Code Enforcement              (71)* 
Skate Park                (59)* 
Parks Master Plan               (28)*Project Completed 
Canyon Catalysts                 (7)* 
Funding/Grants                            (21)* 
Volunteer Coordinator               (16)* 
Recycling Center                (12)* 
Community Support                  (7)* 
Strategize new tools to implement goals                          (16)* 
 
Council should carefully consider the listing to determine which of the suggested goals/priorities 
should be outlined as our top priorities for the near future.  It should also be noted that the 
Council is not limited to the items brought forth by those in attendance.  If there are issues that a 
member of the Council considers of more importance to the community at this time they can and 
should be outlined for consideration by the full Council. 
 
At this time staff is requesting that this be for informational purposes only.  After Council has been 
able to review the documentation it will be brought back for additional discussion and, ultimately a 
new list of priorities will be compiled for approval.  
 
Mayor Kirsch noted that a number of the items are living items; always changing, such as 
funding/grants and community support. 
 
Ann Carey said that effective code enforcement encompasses a lot, noting that there is some 
truth to using rehab dollars to go into litigation. 
 
Councilor Thacker said that he thinks a lot of the numbers in code enforcement reflects the 
community’s desire to clean up the town. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
SCSD Thank You:  Mrs. Cook stated that Brad Emmert, SCSD Football Coach, requested that 
she forward his thanks to the Council for the City’s generous waiver of its portion of the permit 
fees for the press box. 
 
OPRD Presentation:  Mrs. Cook will be in Salem on Tuesday, June 3, 2014 for the OPRD grant 
presentation. 
 
Election Filing Opens June 4, 2014:  The official opening for the November General Election is 
June 4, 2014.  Packets can be picked up at City Hall starting at 9:00a.m. 
 
In the past once petition forms were completed they were turned in to City Hall and Mrs. Cook 
took all at one time to each county.  However, this has been a courtesy allowed to cities.  The 
State Elections Division has always required candidates to bring their own petition forms in but 
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have made exceptions in past years.  Beginning this election cycle they are cracking down and 
holding to the requirement, therefore any candidate wishing to file for a City position will now 
need to factor in taking in and picking up petition forms at Linn and/or Marion County. 
 
Neighborhood Watch Network Meeting June 3, 2014:  A Neighborhood Watch Network meeting 
will be held June 3, 2014 at the elementary school. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch  and Councilors Heller and Smith had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said that there were two permits issued and asked about the status of the 
home behind the market.  Mrs. Cook said that a permit application has been turned in and we are 
awaiting the plans to accompany it. 
 
Councilor  Merrill  asked for an update on the two burned buildings on SW Broadway Street.  
Mrs. Cook said that the nail salon has been boarded up and there has been a question as to 
whether the home can be rebuilt. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that there was a complaint made about pot holes on SW High Street.  Public 
Works John Dickinson had NSP gravel and grade while in town. 
 
Councilor Thacker  invited everyone to the comedy show on June 7 in the Odd Fellows Hall. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No executive session held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


