
 

City of Mill City 
Minutes of the City Council 
  Page 1 of 5  

MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, May 26, 2015 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long.  Susann Heller was 
excused.  Staff members in attendance: City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Marge Henning, Roel Lundquist, Dawn Plotts, Bill 
Sanderson, and Frances Villwock. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   No Report. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Long pulled item ‘a’. 
 
Councilor Baughman noted a conflict of interest with item ‘b’. 
 
Councilor Keen moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis , to approve item and b; Approval 
of Accounts Payable, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed 
unanimously, (4:0:1) with Councilor Baughman abstaining. 
 
Councilor Long stated that there are a few minor changes he would like to see in the minutes.   
Those include the date on page five for the extension of taking public works vehicles home being 
the 22nd instead of the 2nd as shown, changing Councilor Long’s vote to nay on the two motions 
approving a donation to the SES 6th Grade Outdoor School and the second motion on page nine 
related to rescheduling the meeting should read from June 8 to June 10. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to approve item a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of May 12, 2015, as amended.  The motion 
passed, (5:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:    
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Business Loan Program:  No update. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant:  No update. 
 
Mill City Falls-Hammond Park Restroom Project:  A meeting has been set for Wednesday, May 
27, 2015 at 10:00a.m. with Councilors Baughman and Keen, Planning Advisor David Kinney, City 
Engineer John Ashley, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz and myself to discuss how to proceed 
with this project. 
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Mr. Kinney will be prepared to discuss options for using the City as its own general contractor as 
well as what that process entails.  We will also discuss whether or not to do sole source versus 
competitive government bidding. 
 
Plastic Bag/Biodegradable Code:  Mrs. Cook has requested information from other cities in 
Oregon regarding bans on Styrofoam bait containers.  It seems that most do not have a ban.  At 
this time Portland and Medford are the only cities found that have bans.  The sample ordinances 
that staff obtained have been forwarded to Mr. McGehee. 
 
Railroad Bridge Insurance Coverage: The Save Our Bridge (SOB) Committee has discussed the 
option of decreasing coverage on the Railroad Bridge.  They have reached a consensus that they 
would support the Council’s action to reduce the coverage.  However, they want to stress their 
desire that the insurance be returned to the replacement value coverage as soon as the repair 
and maintenance work has been completed. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Reduce the Insurance 
Coverage on the Railroad Bridge for the Duration of the Restoration After Which it Will Go Back 
to the Higher Coverage.  The motion passed, (5:0). 
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment: Planning Advisor David Kinney and I met on Wednesday, May 13, 
2015 to discuss the status of the Tinney/City property on SW Spring Street.  After contacting 
Greg Wilson, Barker/Wilson surveying, Mr. Kinney has provided the following steps for 
completion of this process: 
 

• Storm drain pipe.  There is an 8” pipe that moves water from the south across SW Spring 
Street and toward the river.  This pipe runs down the center of the right-of-way in 
question.  The Council will need to direct staff to move forward with one of two options; a) 
obtain and record a PUE for the pipe and leave as is or b) have public works install a 
swale or infiltration trench with a new connection to the storm drain as outlined on the 
enclosed map. 

• File Ordinance No. 370 with appropriate legal description with Linn County. 
• Negotiate and complete lot line adjustment with Tinney’s.  Sample lot line adjustment 

shown on map. 
• File revised survey map with Linn County 

 
Councilor Baughman said that he would like to see what the drainage study shows before making 
a decision. 
 
Councilor Long said that he thinks it makes more sense to cross Spring Street rather than having 
a swale. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd., said that there was a discussion in the past about having an 
easement along the entire bank to the south to try to accommodate future water infiltration.  This 
may be a good time to try to negotiate an easement with the Tinney’s.  Some of the seepage 
came from the lot next to the Trio Tavern off of the roadway so Linn County may have some 
input. 
 
Council Stipend:  The Council has been discussing what to do with the Council stipend for a 
number of months.  At the March 10, 2015 meeting directive was given to staff to draft a 
resolution rescinding Resolution No. 637 – Council Stipends (this will be discussed under new 
business).  During this same meeting there was discussion about making donations to the non-
profit of choice of individual Councilors on behalf of the City as well as authorizing each Councilor 
to choose to either donate the funds or take a stipend. 
 
Based on Mayor Thacker’s final comments during this meeting, which indicated the need for more 
information from both the City Attorney and Auditor before any final decisions could be made, 
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Glen Kearns, Accuity, LLC and City Attorney Jim McGehee were in attendance at the May 12, 
2015 meeting to discuss the issue. 
 
After a lengthy conversation Council reached a consensus to withhold adoption of the Resolution 
repealing the stipend at this time and asked Mr. Kearns to do additional research on the process 
for at least allowing reimbursements of City related expenditures to be made to Council. 
 
Mr. Kearns provided a letter with his findings along with a summary on accountable plans.  A 
decision as to how the Council wishes to move forward needs to be made so that, if 
reimbursements will be used rather than a stipend, staff can modify the budget prior to the public 
hearing and possible adoption by Council at the June 10, 2015 meeting. 
 
Councilor Long said that if the Council incurs expenses serving as volunteers then they can 
submit a request for reimbursement.  Councilor Long said that he would like to have the 
Resolution brought back for consideration at the next meeting that rescinds the Council stipend. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Direct Staff to Prepare a 
Resolution Rescinding the Council Stipend. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that he would suggest putting a cap on the Council’s reimbursement requests. 
 
Dawn Plotts, SW Linn Pl., asked what the Council stipend amount is.  Mayor Thacker said that 
the Councilors receive $45/mo and the Mayor receives $80/mo.  However, most on the current 
Council do not elect to receive the stipend. 
 
Mayor Thacker called for the vote.  The motion passed, (5:0). 
 
Certificate of Water Rights: At the May 12, 2015 meeting Council was advised of the recent 
notification from Water Resources Department that our Certificate of Water Rights has not been 
completed and filed with the State.  This was due to the City contesting the proposed certificates 
figures related to the amount of water that could be pumped from the wells. 
 
Staff was authorized to have Steve Bruce do research on this issue to advise the City of the 
status and options.  Mr. Bruce’s response was submitted on May 14, 2015.  If the City wishes to 
continue with the request to increase the pumping rate for both wells then we need to provide the 
appropriate documentation to Water Resources Department before June 8, 2015.  Mr. Bruce 
indicates that there may be an option of requesting a short extension but it would not be for very 
long. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she will request an extension from Water Resources Department to allow the 
City to try to obtain all of the necessary documentation to increase the amount of water that can 
be pulled from each well individually. 
 
Wastewater System Operator Certification: At the May 12, 2015 meeting staff was authorized to 
complete the required DEQ forms related to designating a supervising operator for our water and 
sewer systems.  Upon review of the forms the following statement was found: 
 
If one or more of the principal designated operators identified on page one of this form is a 
contracted operator, a written agreement is required to comply with OAR 340-049-0015. 
 
Enclosed is a sample contract provided by OAWU for consideration.  The sample contract has 
been provided to City Attorney Jim McGehee for his review as well. 
 
Councilor Long said that the contract needs to address wastewater as well as water.  In addition, 
the issue of certifications need to be addressed to say who will pay for those classes. 
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Mr. Lundquist suggested having two separate contracts; one for water and one for sewer. 
 
Mrs. Cook will contact City Attorney Jim McGehee to see where he is with the review of the draft 
contract language. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
LCSO Workshop: A workshop with City Attorney Jim McGehee has been set for Tuesday, June 2, 
2015 beginning at 6:00p.m. to review the Linn County Sheriff’s contract and discuss a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU). 
 
Councilor Long said that he would like to add the discussion of priorities for the City to the 
upcoming workshop. 
 
Resolution No. 766 – Executive Session Media Policy: The Council directed staff to revise the 
Resolution concerning executive sessions and media at the May 12, 2015 meeting.  Resolution 
No. 766 incorporates the directed change of inclusion of staytonevents.com as a recognized 
media outlet.  Mrs. Cook said that Section 2 on page 4 of the Resolution has been changed to 
read: This Resolution hereby rescinds Resolution No. 764 and a Section 3 has been added which 
is now the old Section 2 language. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Adopt Resolution No. 766 – 
Executive Session Media Policy, as amended.  The motion passed, (5:0). 
 
Resolution No. 767 – Workers’ Compensation Coverage: Each year the City must adopt a 
resolution authorizing workers’ compensation coverage for the fiscal year.  The resolution must 
be provided to CCIS for documentation of the City’s election for coverage.  CCIS has requested a 
change in the format for this Resolution.  The enclosed resolution authorizes coverage and 
reflects the format change requested by CCIS. 
 
Councilor Long asked about coverage for the Save Our Bridge and Skatepark Committees.  Mrs. 
Cook said that these committees are covered under Section 5 Community Service Volunteers. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that he is not comfortable with the language in this Resolution because it does 
not address individuals that volunteer like he and Cheryl Lundquist when they pick weeds and 
gather trash.  Mrs. Cook said that this kind of coverage would be under Section 5 as well. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that under Section 2 the word water should be changed to wage. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Approve Resolution No. 767 – 
A Resolution Extending the City of Mill City’s Workers’ Compensation Coverage for Volunteers of 
the City of Mill City, as amended.  The motion passed, (5:0). 
 
TMDL Update 2 – 2nd 5 Years:  Mrs. Cook said that the TMDL update has minor changes 
including the addition of the latest basin study and updates of the matrices to address educating 
the citizens. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report:  Mrs. Cook said that two meeting notices have been provided to the City, 
one for the distressed communities workshop and one for a community forum on Marion and Polk 
County Community Health Assessments. 
 
City Attorney Report:  None. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
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Mayor Thacker said that he will be attending the follow up to the distressed communities 
workshop. 
 
Ann Carey said that Councilor Follis may want to discuss the Fire Department’s request for a 
hydrant to be placed in the area near the proposed annexation off of NE 3rd Avenue and NE 
Cherry Street. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked about the addition to the pub on Juniper Street.  Mrs. Cook said 
that this has been turned in to the Linn County Building Department and they will have to get a 
permit. 
 
Councilor Follis  said that she will be working with Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz to see 
what hydrants will be replaced first and get a timeline on this. 
 
Councilor Keen  had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Long  said that the area on 8th Avenue between Linn and Spring is full of blackberries.  
If the City code requires property owners to maintain the right-of-way in front of their properties 
then a letter needs to be sent to the owner.  Mrs. Cook will advise Mrs. Johnson. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


