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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 
 
 
Council President Trout opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present 
were Scott Baughman, Brett Katlong, Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts.  Mayor Kirsch arrived at 6:31 
p.m. Staff members in attendance: UB/Court Clerk Kimberley Johnson. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Lynda Harrington, Roel Lundquist, Bill Sanderson, Gay Stuntzner 
and Frances Thomas. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has a conflict of interest with item ‘d’ of the consent agenda and 
requested this be pulled so he can abstain from voting. 
 
Councilor Baughman also pulled item ‘b’ of the consent agenda. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts, to approve items a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of May 9, 2017, c; Acceptance of Notice of 
Decision – Setback Variance Amendment; 710 SE 3rd Ave and, e; Ratification of Mayor Kirsch’s 
Appointment of Ann Carey, David Leach and Dennis Chamberlin to Three (3) Year Terms on the 
Planning Commission, Expiring June 30, 2020, of the consent agenda.  Kimberley Johnson polled 
the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman asked how many square feet of carpet was installed for $1100 adding that 
this is a lot of money for a small room.  Councilor Trout noted that the sheriff’s office was 
supposed to pay for this cost. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the invoice has notations which indicate that it is per square yard; 24 at 
$37.34 and rubber base at a cost of $175.00.  Mrs. Cook has notation to ask how much one box 
costs, to bill out some to the fire and bill out the sheriff’s office.  Councilor Baughman said that he 
thought they were just going to replace the part in the middle and asked if we will get reimbursed.  
Mayor Kirsch said that he believes we will be submitting a bill.  
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to approve item, b; 
Approval of Accounts Payable.  The motion passed, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has a concern with the Planner’s decision regarding his 
application, which he has spoken with him about.  Mayor Kirsch asked if the Council should 
withhold a decision until the conversation takes place.  Councilor Baughman said that the 
decision requests an easement of 25’ and he can’t give that much.   Councilor Baughman said 
that he would like to hold Council approval until Mr. Kinney returns, which shouldn’t hold him up 
at all. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that this item will be reconsidered at a later date. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  Frances Thomas, NE Santiam Pointe Lp, thanked the 
Council for touring her parent’s home and spending time finding out what the building looks like.  
During the tour there was a concern raised about parking and Mrs. Thomas stated that she 
understands this concern.  Mrs. Thomas owns two lots; one on Hwy 22 and NE 5th Ave just 



City of Mill City 

Minutes of the City Council 

May 23, 2017  Page 2 of 6  

across from the old Panache building and; a lot located between the Thomas home on NE Alder 
and the apartments on NE 5th Ave, which abuts the highway.  Since parking is a large issue and 
knowing that both of her parents had the desire to have the home used for city purposes, she 
would be willing to donate to the City one or both of these lots if it would be helpful to make the 
building usable and accessible to the community. 
 
Councilor Katlong thanked Mrs. Thomas for the generous offer.  Mayor Kirsch seconded the 
thank you. 
 
Lynda Harrington, NE Santiam Pointe Lp, said that Josephine Reid was her first friend in Mill City 
and two things were evident from the beginning; how much she loved this town and; Mrs. Reid’s 
intention to leave her home to the City.  After learning of this intention Mrs. Harrington started 
paying attention to small communities that have had historic homes donated to the City and these 
have become focal points for the small communities.  Mrs. Harrington encouraged the Council to 
consider this generous offer, stating that Mrs. Thomas told her this past weekend that from the 
beginning, the family has hoped that this home would be donated to the City and become a 
center of focus for the community. 
 
Gay Stuntzner, SW 1st Ave, said that she echoes Mrs. Harrington’s comments and said that since 
arriving in Mill City the community has voiced a desire for a community center.  While this building 
may not be what was envisioned, this could still be modified to address some of the wishes of the 
community.  Mrs. Stuntzner said that she feels this is an amazing opportunity for the City. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that he was involved in the initial discussions with Mrs. Reid 
concerning this donation and feels that this is something that should be considered.  The wish of 
the family is to have a City facility there but it needs to be carefully planned.  Mr. Lundquist 
supports the comments made by Mrs. Harrington and Mrs. Stuntzner this evening. 
 
POTENTIAL BEQUEATHMENT/ENDOWMENT OPTIONS 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the City has two options; bequeathment of the Reid home and a $2 Million 
endowment or; $1 Million parks and beautification endowment.  This is not a decision to make 
lightly.  Mayor Kirsch said that it is his understanding that the first $500,000 is set for any 
modifications/update/repairs that need to be made to the structure to make it accessible for the 
use the City desires. 
 
At this time we are unaware of any limitations on the $1 Million parks and beautification 
endowment. 
 
Councilor Plotts clarified that should we choose to go with the bequeathment and endowment and 
find at some point that it is too much for the City, we can revert back to the parks and 
beautification endowment.  Mayor Kirsch said that, yes that is true.  Councilor Plotts said that her 
preference is to accept the bequeathment and endowment. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he agrees with the statements of generosity from the audience and 
stated that Mrs. Thomas is very open-minded about whether this will work for the City.  In looking 
at some cities that have structures such as this, he does not know that $500,000 is enough to do 
the work to get it ready for the public.  An employee would need to be brought on to ensure 
maintenance is kept up and reservations are handled. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he agrees that this is a very generous offer and would like to see the 
City accept it but it needs to be thoroughly thought out. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has thought about this a lot and if the City does accept it, there 
needs to be a committee like the SOB’s that oversees the building with no member of the Council 
on it.  The building should be kept mainly as it is and just remodel the main floor to be ADA 
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accessible.  Possibly some of those involved this evening would be willing to be on this 
committee.  To take care of this kind of home is going to be quite expensive. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that we don’t know what the building might be used for at this time and this 
would need to be determined before we know what kind of modifications will need to be made as 
well as what the cost will be.  This could be used as a community center but it would be a smaller 
scale than something such as Stayton has. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he could see the basement used for youth to have things like pool 
tables and to host meetings like Younglife. 
 
Mrs. Harrington said that Councilor Baughman’s suggestion of a committee to run this building is 
an excellent one and is very common with structures around the country. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he was completely against this until this last half hour because the 
City can’t handle it, they don’t have the staff, technology or technique.  However, the committee 
and the family’s desire for the City to have it has changed his mind. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that this is a once in a lifetime opportunity and if we pass it by it won’t come 
again.  However, if we accept and find that it is too much we can return the home and still receive 
a $1 Million parks/beautification endowment. 
 
Councilor Trout said that his understanding was that if the City decided to return the home then 
we would get half of the endowment that remained, not a full $1 Million. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he and Mrs. Harrington had a conversation with youth recently and he 
believes that if we accept this building then it should be open to all walks of life from the 
community, including youth. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the value of this is keeping the structure like it is and said that he 
would like to know what the community sees as the use of the building. 
 
Councilor Trout asked the Council whether they feel this structure would be rented or not.  Mayor 
Kirsch said that he feels that the building should be easily accessible and free to community 
groups.  However, if there are groups that would like to use it for gatherings or for agency 
meetings then there would be a fee, similar to how the Gates Fire Hall is used.  There are a lot of 
opportunities for meetings and smaller parties/receptions such as a small wedding and/or 
reception.  Councilor Trout said that he would like to see the rentals help to pay for the building, 
even if it doesn’t pay for itself entirely. 
 
Mrs. Harrington said that prior to Mrs. Reid’s death a videographer was brought in and Mrs. Reid 
was interviewed as she walked through the home and spoke with different things within the home.  
This is something that could be used in the building. 
 
Councilor Trout said that emotionally he agrees that we need to accept it but we need to make 
money from it and have a community group operating it so that staff is not involved.  Mayor Kirsch 
said that the City would have some administrative oversight that would have to be done even with 
a community group installed.  Mayor Kirsch also said that he believes that the City needs to have 
a voice on the committee so someone should be on it from the City.  Councilor Trout asked if we 
couldn’t just have someone from the committee make a report regularly and have the committee 
submit bills for approval before payment. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that after tonight’s discussion and knowing that the family really wants 
the City to have the home he would like to see us accept it and the endowment that comes with it. 
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Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts to Accept Option A, the 
Reid Home and $2 Million Endowment and to Proceed with Creating a Committee to Oversee the 
Building.  The motion passed, (5:1) with Councilor Trout voting nay. 
 
Councilor Trout clarified that his nay vote is because he has concerns with the acceptance and 
our ability to handle the home. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he would love to see Mrs. Thomas and Mrs. Harrington on the 
committee for the home.  Mrs. Harrington said that she is willing to serve.  Councilor Katlong said 
that he would also love to see Mrs. Harrington on the committee. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S CONTRACT/MOU 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if we decided that the contract will be just between us and Linn 
County or if it will be all contract cities.  Mayor Kirsch said that it hasn’t been formally decided but 
discussions have led to it just being Mill City and the Sheriff’s Office.  Councilor Baughman said 
that the title of the document needs to reflect this. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked how the Council feels about the two year contract versus a one year 
contract and stated that he is unsure whether he agrees with not having the option of reducing 
our hours next year if we are locked into a two year contract. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that even with reducing the contract hours he feels that there is more 
coverage than in past years.  Mayor Kirsch said that he disagrees with this, stating that there was 
always good coverage in Mill City.  It may take some time to get a deputy to an incident because 
we don’t have full time coverage but they are there. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the Sheriff’s Office will have to respond to the City if calls come in 
even without a contract.  Councilor Katlong said that the deputies will show up but they don’t have 
to patrol Mill City and a presence will not be here.  Sheriff Riley insinuated during the meetings 
held with him that the cities with lesser hours are getting very near that amount of time dedicated 
to them while cities like Mill City, who have higher hours, will receive more focus and time. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that one of his biggest concerns is the large transient population that is in Mill 
City and is growing.  In addition, mental health issues are prevalent and cutting hours would not 
help things get better. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he thinks that changing their focus has really helped also.  Mayor Kirsch 
said that in the past when requests were made of the Sheriff’s Office they produced, so much so 
that we started receiving complaints about the traffic citations that were being issued.  This is an 
on-going thing that will always be cyclical. 
 
Councilor Trout asked about the MOU.  Mayor Kirsch said that he thinks it is the same as what 
we had in the past and is a living document that can change instead of being a two year 
agreement. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he thinks this needs to be reviewed by the City Attorney.  Mayor 
Kirsch said that we need to decide if these documents are what we want to send to the attorney 
for review.  Councilor Baughman said that he feels comfortable with it. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the old Council had the thought when the coalition of cities was 
started, that the price keeps going up so ultimately we would form a law enforcement district.  
This was with Marion County and at that time they felt they could find some grant dollars to assist 
with the formation. 
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Councilor Baughman said that he is really happy with the service Linn County has given over the 
last three years, adding that it is much better. 
 
Councilor Trout said that the MOU refers to the Council appointment of the Mayor and the Police 
Commissioner as the liaison to the Sheriff’s Office and asked if we have actually done that and if 
a motion needs to be made.  Councilor Baughman said that he believes that this was decided 
when the MOU was created so it is done.  Mayor Kirsch said that if the Council agrees with the 
MOU then it is automatic. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the cities agreeing on this contract gave power for the negotiations 
and thanked those present and past who have been involved in the coalition of cities. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked if the other cities have voiced any opinions on the direction that Mill City is 
taking, noting that at least one other city is doing as we are and making the contract singular 
rather than with the other cities. 
 
Consensus to move forward with the contract and MOU as presented. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING UPDATE 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that Dave Kinney, Planner, thought that we would not be able to get the spec 
outline done for $5000.  There is also concern with being able to complete the building by fall.  
City Recorder Stacie Cook contacted Westech Engineering and Peter Bambe to see if they could 
do the spec outline. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that Mr. Bambe will not do it; he is too busy at this time.  An architect 
will increase costs on the building as well as having to pay to have the specs written.  Councilor 
Trout asked how much money we would potentially save by specing it ourselves, noting that it 
could be tens of thousands of dollars.  Councilor Baughman said that this is a good point.  The 
contractor would be asked to bid it and tell you what you would put in it.  Mayor Kirsch said that 
this is like a modified design build process.  Councilor Baughman said that he thinks we could 
handle that in house.  Mayor Kirsch said that he hopes to have Public Works Supervisor Russ 
Foltz involved so he can learn the process. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if it would be realistic to have him sit down with Dave Kinney to list a 
set of generic specs that could be used for the contract bidding. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that there is no reason why Public Works couldn’t prep the site if time 
permits. 
 
The seasonal mower position was asked about.  It was noted that we had an application but 
references were not great.  Mrs. Johnson said that we received a few more applications that need 
to be reviewed. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that a wastewater meeting was held this last Saturday.  Since Mill City 
has a system we are the most important part of this process.  The meetings prior to this have not 
accomplished anything but this last one was good.  There has not been a real commitment from 
other cities. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that what they are leaning toward is a sewer district.  The agency heading this 
process would go out and actively find money to finance the overall project. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he would like to see our system paid for and improved large 
enough to take Gate in as well as accommodate growth, as an outcome from this process.  
Councilor Baughman said that he advised the group that Mill City may be willing to manage the 
system and bring staff in to run the plants and billing.  This is projected to be a $97 Million project 



City of Mill City 

Minutes of the City Council 

May 23, 2017  Page 6 of 6  

with $178 monthly per customer to maintain.  Mayor Kirsch clarified that these estimates are the 
costs for the “ultimate gold toilet” system, not what is feasible and minimally required to 
implement. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that they are expecting some of the cities to pay for part of this and 
none of the cities involved, except possibly Mill City, could afford to do so.  Mayor Kirsch said that 
he has not taken that away from the discussions.  The question was, is anyone willing to take the 
lead on this.  It was stated that if this is going to happen, Marion County will have to take the lead. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if we might be forced into this at some point down the road.  Mayor Kirsch 
said that we won’t be forced into anything.  Councilor Baughman said that negotiations could 
happen that could make things good for Mill City. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the group will begin meeting twice per month on Wednesdays. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


