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0MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, May 12, 2020 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Janet 
Zeyen-Hall, Brett Katlong, Tony Trout and Steve Winn. Staff members in attendance were City 
Recorder Stacie Cook and City Clerk/Reid House Facilitator Tree Fredrickson. Councilor Plotts 
and City Attorney Jim McGehee joined the meeting by phone. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Roel Lundquist and LCSO Lieutenant Brandon Fountain. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Katlong  moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout, to approve items a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of April 28, 2020, b; Approval of Accounts 
Payable, c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Report, April 2020, d; Ratification 
of Mayor’s Proclamation of May 2020 as Mental Health Month in the City of Mill City, e; Approval 
of Right-of-way Easement Between City of Mill City and PacifiCorp for Marion County Assessor’s 
Map 093E29CC Tax Lots 1300, 1400, 1500, f; Approval of Easement for Public Access Between 
City of Mill City and PacifiCorp for Marion County Assessor’s Map 093E29CC Tax Lots 1300, 
1400, 1500, g; Approval of Grant Agreement Between City of Mill City and PacifiCorp in the 
Amount of $49,077.00, h; Acceptance of Recommendation to Approve 99% Railroad Bridge 
Design Drawings Based on Save Our Bridge Motion of May 7, 2020. I; Acceptance of 
Recommendation to Approve 95% SW Broadway Street Design Drawings Based on Save Our 
Bridge Motion of May 7, 2020, and j; Ratification of Council Consensus of May 7, 2020 to Reject 
all Bids for the Reid House Re-Roofing Project. Mrs. Fredrickson polled the Council. The motion 
passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:  Lt. Fountain gave the LCSO report for the month of April. 
Traffic citations were up for the month of April. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  
 
PW Maintenance Worker Jonathan deRenzo – Cross Connection Course:  Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz has requested that Jonathan deRenzo attend a Cross Connection 
Specialist Certification course in Portland in September. A conference agenda as well as an 
outline for expenses was presented to Council for review. A general consensus was given by 
Council for Mr. deRenzo to attend this class. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he thinks it’s really important for Mr. deRenzo to attend these classes. 
 
PW Maintenance Worker Review: PW Maintenance Worker Jonathan deRenzo’s Performance 
Review has been completed. Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz has recommended a 1-step 
salary increase from Step 3; $18.32/hr to Step 4; $19.05/hr based on a satisfactory or better 
review. 
 
Roel Lundquist, Linn Blvd, questioned the timing of the pay raise, noting the fiscal hardships of 
the current times. Mr. Lundquist does not think that any wage increases should be given this 
year.  
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Councilor Trout agreed that finances need to be taken into account but said the City also needs 
to be concerned with keeping good workers on staff and paying accordingly to keep them on 
board is prudent. This is one reason why the City has lost staff in the past. 
 
Mayor Kirsch moved and was seconded by Councilor Zeyen-Hall to Grant a One-Step 
Increase to Mr. deRenzo Based on a Satisfactory or Better Review. The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS: None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
EV Charging Station / Mill City Falls Parking: Mike Erdman, property owner of the parcel where 
the parking lot / EV Charging Stations are to be located, has signed the documents between 
PacifiCorp and himself. The Council has approved the easements and grant agreement. There 
are two elements left to complete before the project can continue; the “Letter of Intent to 
Transfer”, which declares Mike Erdman’s intention to transfer his parcel of NE Wall Street to the 
City upon completion of the parking lot improvements needs to be signed and returned to the City 
and the Grant Agreement, which outlines the City’s contribution toward the EV Charging 
Station/Parking Lot improvements will need to be signed by Pacific Power. 
 
Once these two items have been finalized, Pacific Power can begin the process of contracting 
with the contractor and getting the project moving. 
 
Roel Lundquist asked what Pacific Power would be constructing in exchange for the money the 
City is contributing. Mrs. Cook said that they will complete the whole parking lot, including the 
striping and curbing but not the planters or landscaping, which will be done at a later date by the 
City.  
 
Pacific Power hopes to begin the project soon with a finish date by end of summer. 
 
The Reid House Remodeling Update: The Reid House Committee Chair Gary Swanson, Architect 
Erik Matthews, Facilitator Tree Fredrickson and City Recorder Stacie Cook spent time a few 
months ago outlining all of the items needed to remodel the home to allow full use as determined 
by the Committee. The Committee then provided information on each room as to what individuals 
saw as elements that may be needed/changed/removed. Based on these comments estimated 
costs for the remodel project have been put together. This information will be presented at the 
next City Council meeting. 
 
One component of the remodel that staff has worked on has been the re-roofing of the structure. 
A decision to reject all bids and consider reissuing an invitation to bid at a later date was made on 
May 7th and was ratified this evening. 
 
After reviewing full costs for the remodel estimates and the potential cost for the roofing material 
agreed upon by the Council (Boral Steel), it may be prudent to hold a discussion regarding the 
roofing material and whether it is best to proceed with the Boral Steel product at this time or to 
consider a less expensive option to allow for the work to be completed while reducing overall cost 
for the full remodel. 
 
Councilor Katlong suggested a composition roof now and maybe something different in the future. 
This would bring the total costs down and keep more money in the endowment for interest and 
the project could then move forward.  
 
Councilor Trout reminded Council of the difficulties in using a standard metal roof and how these 
are hard to work with and will sometimes leak. He suggested looking into a composition roof. 
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Councilor Katlong suggested talking to an actual roofing contractor to gather more detailed 
information. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee said that he does not like the bids that have been submitted, stating 
they were all over the board for costs. He suggests re-bidding this job. 
 
Mayor Kirsch appreciates the Committee taking another look at re-roofing costs so quickly. 
 
Tiger Grant Update: The SOB’s, Staff and Linn County Engineers held a teleconference on May 
7th to discuss the status of the TIGER Grant project. Designs for the Railroad Bridge and SW 
Broadway Street Improvement Project were approved earlier in the meeting. 
 
The 1st Avenue Bridge contractor is ready to commence and plans to begin mobilization and 
closure of one lane of 1st Avenue as of mid-May. It was requested that notification of the closure 
be provided to the City as quickly as possible so that staff can advertise the dates. Full closure of 
the bridge will be sometime around June 15 through approximately September 4, 2020. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she recently received a request from Chuck Knoll from Linn County asking 
that she submit hours that staff has worked on this project. The federal government is requiring 
this information before funds can be released for the project. 
 
Bids came in low for the 1st Avenue bridge; approximately $400,000 less than anticipated.  
 
Linn County has advised the City that they are looking to add a full grind and overlay from the 
bridge to the crosswalk on N 1st Avenue as well as from the intersection of 1st at Wall Street to 
roughly the museum. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if staging will be held in Hammond Park. Mrs. Cook said that staging will 
be held on Wall Street.  
 
 NEW BUSINESS  
 
Request for Letter of Commitment – SKATE: SKATE President Melinda Flatman has submitted a 
request for an official letter of commitment from the City. Mrs. Cook has drafted the letter based 
on the status of the decisions still needing to be made. This letter will help the Committee to seek 
grant funding. The letter states that Council is committed to providing assistance needed to 
create a fully functional and safe environment for future users while providing a skatepark which 
can be easily maintained to ensure it remains for generations to come. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall asked if Council needed to talk about phasing and timelines before granting 
this letter. City Attorney McGehee said he thinks the letter is adequate at this time. 
 
Councilor Plotts moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong to Direct Staff to Provide 
Letter of Commitment, as Presented, to SKATE. The motion passed (5:1), with Councilor Winn 
voting nay.  
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report:  
 
List of On-going Old Business: The list of on-going old business items was provided for review. 
 
Rescheduled Clean Up Day: Pacific Sanitation cannot provide the City with staff on clean-up day 
due to current restrictions. This annual event has been postponed until the weekend after Dog 
Daze, which will be August 22, 2020. The City is hopeful that restrictions will be relaxed enough 
by that date to allow for Pacific Sanitation employees to participate. 
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City Attorney Report:  Mr. McGehee said he had nothing to report. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Councilor Winn stated that he heard there will not be any fire equipment staged on the Marion 
County side of the river during the traffic bridge shut down for construction and, therefore, will 
stage his fire truck on the north side. 
 
Councilor Winn explained that he is not against the skate park, but doesn’t think it’s beneficial to 
the City at this time and doesn’t agree with the location. Councilor Winn stated that he thinks 
there are more important things the City could put on this lot.  
 
Councilor Katlong said that a Genie scissor-lift has been donated to the City from the school. 
There was a code that needed to be looked at. Councilor Katlong found the cause of the code 
and fixed it for $5.00. 
 
Councilor Plotts, Trout and Zeyen-Hall had nothing to report. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the City of Gates is asking for some verbiage changes to the Sewer 
Authority Agreement. The City of Gates has been given a timeline to decide on their participation. 
If they don’t meet this timeline, the Sewer Authority will move on without them. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
At 7:39 PM Mayor Kirsch adjourned into executive session under ORS 192.660(2)(h) to Consult 
with Your Attorney Regarding Litigation or Litigation that is More Likely Than Not to be Filed. 
There will be a decision following this meeting. 
 
Mayor Kirsch reconvened into regular session at 7:57 PM. 
 
Request For Letter of Support - 4th of July Committee: Mayor Kirsch expressed a strong desire to 
hold the City’s annual 4th of July Celebration. Unfortunately, due to the restrictions from Governor 
Brown and the legal advice from the City Attorney, the City cannot condone or support holding 
this year’s celebration.  
 
Councilor Katlong said that it’s not just about liability but about our constitutional rights.  
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee said that the City has two options; one is to just say no; the other 
option is to require the 4th of July committee to provide liability insurance that would cover 
communicable diseases, and require their volunteers to guarantee personal liability as well. The 
City’s insurance would not cover any liability from COVID and a lawsuit would financially be the 
City’s full responsibility. Mr. McGehee said that staff and Council could not participate in an event 
as City officials, only as citizens. 
 
The Council agreed that while the City cannot sanction this event, it will not be closing the parks 
to the public.  
 
Councilor Plotts said that she is concerned about the City, the citizens and the budget and feels 
that holding this event will attract a lot of extra people to Mill City. This many people would be 
hard to control and keep the social distancing rules in place. Councilor Plotts added that she is 
very uncomfortable with the City condoning this event this year. 
 
Mayor Kirsch suggested that staff draft a letter to the 4th of July Committee stating that they must 
fully comply with Governor Brown’s rules and restrictions. 
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Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong to Direct Staff to Draft a 
Letter to the 4th of July Committee Requiring Insurance Guaranteeing Full Liability and Advising 
that All Social Distancing Rules Must Be Complied With. The motion passed (5:1) with Councilor 
Plotts voting nay. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


