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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 
 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long.  Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz 
and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Alicia Chacon-Thacker, Dennis Chamberlin, Jill Cohen, 
Lieutenant Michelle Duncan, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, Yvonne Hanna, Beth Hanneman, 
Lynda Harrington, Marge Henning, David Hinkley, Jon Hoeye, Virgil James, Glen Kearns, 
Accuity, LLC., Cheryl Lundquist, Roel Lundquist, Rich Moore, Dawn Plotts, Bill Sanderson, Gay 
Stuntzner, Tony Trout, Frances Villwock and Karen Widmer. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   Russ Foltz, Public Works Supervisor said that he has been doing a 
lot of vegetation control and has been researching training for certifications. 
 
ORENCO Training:  Mayor Thacker asked about the training for ORENCO.  Mr. Foltz said that 
there are two days of sessions that he would like to attend that directly relate to our sewer 
system. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked about the other training days.  Mr. Foltz said that the other days are more 
for engineers. 
 
Councilor Keen  moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Approve Russ Foltz’s 
Attendance at the ORENCO Training.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
On Call Compensation/Calendar:  Mr. Foltz said that Public Works Maintenance Worker Jerry 
Curtis approached him wondering why other cities receive compensation for on call and after 
doing some research it seems that most cities pay an on call rate for employees when they are 
on call for City work.  Mr. Foltz is looking to put together an on call schedule for public works 
employees.   
 
Councilor Baughman said that the employees knew that on call was something that they had to 
do when they were hired. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the cost to pay for on call may not be feasible for our budget.  There will 
need to be more information gathered and thought given to this matter. 
 
Councilor Long said that in the past there was not ever a schedule in place.  This item needs to 
be taken into consideration and possibly even hold a workshop to review the matter. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked that examples of what other communities our size are doing be obtained 
for review. 
 
A list of needed tools for public works has been provided to Council. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Baughman pulled item ‘a’. 
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Councilor Heller moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen , to approve items b; Approval of 
Accounts Payable, and c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, April 2015, 
of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he asked about cost for the insurance to cover the SKATE event.  
Mrs. Cook will add this to the minutes. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to approve item a, 
Approval of the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting, April 28, 2015, as amended. 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Jill Cohen, SW 2nd Avenue and Yvonne Hanna, SW 
Spring St., representing Neighborhood Watch for Mill City said that after reviewing stats for crime 
rates in Mill City it seems as though there is an issue with rentals/tenants.  The Neighborhood 
Watch group would like to have Council create a committee or a joint committee to discuss this 
issue and ways to deal with it to ensure reduction.  The City of Salem uses a general penalty 
ordinance to enforce issues with crime and rentals. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the Council is taking a very aggressive approach with meeting the needs 
of the community.  As a part of this, meetings with representatives of Linn County Sheriff’s Office 
to discuss coverage, crime rates and drug houses have been held. 
 
Mrs. Hanna said that part of this may be simply working together in a joint effort and 
understanding between the City, Neighborhood Watch and the citizens. 
 
The City does not have a nuisance house ordinance but there has been discussion about 
implementing one.  Mr. McGehee said that there is a fine line in due process and telling a 
landlord what they can and can not do with their property. 
 
Ms. Cohen asked if there is at least the possibility of assessing fines. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the landlords hands are tied to some extent and may not be aware 
that issues are occurring in their properties. 
 
David Hinkley, SE Myrtle St., said that he is a renter and doesn’t believe targeting renters as a 
group isn’t the solution; the solution is targeting the bad ones.  There are two ways to do this, 
dealing with the nuisance tenants; and dealing with slum lords.  Mr. Hinkley suggested looking at 
the minimum standards approach that Eugene implemented. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that a code could be put together but there would be a lot of staff time and his 
time involved in implementing and enforcement of any code. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Lieutenant Duncan gave the statistics for the month of 
April.  Lieutenant Duncan briefly updated the Council about the restructuring of the contract 
administration with Linn County Sheriff’s Office.  There will now be two administrative officers; 
Lieutenant Duncan and Sgt. LeBard, who will be in charge of ensuring that there is always 
someone available during regular business hours to assist with lines of communication.  
Someone will try to attend at least one Council meeting per month. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked Mr. McGehee to attend a workshop to discuss the LCSO contract and 
MOU.  Mr. McGehee said that he will review his calendar and let Mrs. Cook know what dates he 
is available. 
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Councilor Long asked if other contract cities are dealing with the same drug issues that Mill City is 
and if we might be able to learn from things that they are doing to deal with it.  Lieutenant Duncan 
said that drug problems are everywhere but she is not aware of anything at this point that she can 
advise the City on regarding what other cities are doing. 
 
Mayor Thacker suggested holding the workshop the first Tuesday of June.   
 
Roel Lundquist asked if the contract is still boilerplate for every contract city.  Mayor Thacker said 
that he spoke with Sheriff Riley about the contract language and he was very receptive to 
changing the content of the contract. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Business Loan Program:  Mayor Thacker said that there are more and more options in the private 
sector for this kind of program but not many in the public sector, though we will continue to seek 
funding options. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant:  Dave Curran, Linn County Road Department, and 
Mrs. Cook briefly discussed the next steps in getting the signage order completed and installed.  
The right-of-way encroachment permit and a letter to Linn County Road Master Darrin Lane 
outlining in more detail the locations in which we would like to have signs placed has been 
mailed.  Mr. Curran again indicated during our discussion that meeting our grant deadline will not 
be an issue.  To ensure that Linn County Road Department is aware of this deadline it was 
mentioned in the letter to Mr. Lane. 

 
Mrs. Cook also spoke with Mr. Curran about installing a school crossing sign on 1st and 
Evergreen, as has been discussed in the past.  Mr. Curran advised noting this request in the 
letter as well, which has been done. 
 
Mill City Falls-Hammond Park Restroom Project:  Mrs. Cook is working to set a meeting with City 
Engineer John Ashley, Councilor Keen, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz and herself to 
discuss the RFP for the restroom project and what elements Mr. Foltz and Public Works 
Maintenance Worker Jerry Curtis may be able to complete. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that Councilor Baughman has brought up whether or not the City can general 
the project, using Councilor Baughman’s donated time and not have to contract out for it.  Mr. 
McGehee said that as long as the Council approves it then it can be done. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that this would save the City roughly 15% of the contract amount 
because we could not be paying a contractor to oversee the project. 
 
Mrs. Cook stated that the grant was written anticipating that the City would use our own public 
works crew to do all of the site prep work and underground utility work. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that this is something that she and Mr. Kinney had discussed and wanted to 
speak with Councilor Baughman about doing.  In using a volunteer general contractor this 
provides a significant savings to the City and there is an ability to do sole source contracting 
which may save money and speed the process along.  However, there are very specific process 
that must be completed in order to have the Council formally recognize the fact and authorize it. 
 
Councilor Long thanked Councilor Baughman for stepping forward and offering to do this. 
 
Plastic Bag/Biodegradable Code:  Mayor Thacker asked if some of the language from the sample 
ordinances provided could be used but drafted to fit Mill City and specifically banning single use 
plastic bags. 
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Mr. McGehee said that he would recommend that the Council do a scope and sequence on this 
issue so that he can better understand what it is that they want to do.  Mayor Thacker said that all 
that is being asked is that businesses not use single use plastic bags. 
 
Mr. McGehee will draft a code for consideration. 
 
Cheryl Lundquist asked if this would strictly apply to commercial businesses.  Mayor Thacker said 
that it would. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he would like to see the Styrofoam bait containers addressed as well. 
 
Railroad Bridge Insurance Coverage:  The Save Our Bridge (SOB) Committee has been informed 
of the Council’s consideration of decreasing insurance coverage on the railroad bridge until such 
time as the rehabilitation project is completed.  SOB Chair Lynda Harrington spoke briefly during 
the Budget Committee meeting, stating that she does not see any issue with reducing coverage 
until the project is completed but was unable to speak for the full group.  The SOB’s will meet 
Wednesday, May 13 at 2:00p.m.  An answer should be available to the Council by the May 26, 
2015 meeting. 
 
Council Stipend – Jim McGehee and Glen Kearns:  The Council has been discussing what to do 
with the Council stipend for a number of months.  At the March 10, 2015 meeting directive was 
given to staff to draft a resolution rescinding Resolution No. 637 – Council Stipends.  During this 
same meeting there was discussion about making donations to the non-profit of choice of 
individual Councilors on behalf of the City as well as authorizing each Councilor to choose to 
either donate the funds or take a stipend. 
 
Based on Mayor Thacker’s final comments during this meeting, which indicated the need for more 
information from both the City Attorney and Auditor before any final decisions could be made, 
Glen Kearns, Accuity, LLC and City Attorney Jim McGehee were requested to be prepared to 
discuss this topic at the meeting. 
 
As indicated at the March 10 meeting, staff also feels that the question of the donation option 
should be run by the Oregon Ethics Commission prior to being implemented. 
 
Glen Kearns said that it is his understanding that there is a desire of redirecting the stipends that 
Council receives so that it goes to a non-profit rather than to the Council. 
 
Councilor Long said that a motion was made to direct that a resolution be drafted to repeal the 
stipend.  At one time the Council could direct their stipend to a non-profit of their choice.  The 
request was to be able to do this again rather than take a stipend. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that the issue that he sees is that the IRS requires if a stipend is provided that 
it be taken as wages and taxed.  Mr. Kearns agreed with this.  In addition, it needs to be run 
through payroll and appropriate payroll taxes need to be paid, otherwise the City would be asking 
for trouble.  Mr. McGehee said that he has advised that if the Council wants to give the money to 
a non-profit then they can take it and donate it which would be a wash for taxes as a charitable 
contribution.  Mr. Kearns said that this is true if the individual itemizes their deductions. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that one of his fears is that a Councilor stipend is intended to cover costs that 
they have expended due to their position.  However, he does not want any Council member to be 
able to be reimbursed for these expenses.  Councilor Long said that he believes that if a 
Councilor is attending training they should be able to request reimbursement. 
 
Mr. Kearns said that there are a couple of issues with this.  This is referred to as an accountable 
plan, which means that you must account to your employer for expenses incurred.  For this to be 
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allowable under the code then you must be an employee.  For Councilors to be able to be 
reimbursed they must be considered an employee. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked if there is a way to propose a solution and accommodate the IRS.  Mr. 
Kearns said that there may still need to be a minimal stipend, in effect making Councilors 
employees, because then this would be in compliance with the accountable plan.  In addition, 
labor law and minimum wage may need to be taken into account. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked Mr. Kearns to provide the Council with some options concerning the 
stipend. 
 
Councilor Heller said that she has been taking her stipend and giving it to the non-profit that she 
would like to and while she understands the thought, it is not a big enough tax and is a part of her 
annual deductions and said that she thinks this is getting too complicated.  Mr. Kearns agreed 
with this. 
 
Mr. Kearns said that he does not believe that the Council redirecting stipends toward certain non 
profits is the direction to go because there is the perception that there is favoritism with certain 
non-profits over others.  In addition this places an additional administrative burden on the staff in 
dealing with this and they are busy enough already that he doesn’t believe they need these 
added duties. 
 
Mr. Kearns will make some inquiries about this issue and provide the information to the Council.  
However, some of this is getting more into the realm of legal interpretations of labor law and he 
can not give legal advice.  
 
Use of City Vehicles:  At the April 28 Council meeting a motion was passed to discontinue Public 
Works vehicles to be taken home or outside of City limits unless on official City business.  This 
change, per motion, was effective May 6, 2015.  After advising the Public Works employees of 
this change it came to our attention that the bulk of the tools used on a daily basis belong to 
Public Works Maintenance Worker Jerry Curtis and that neither of the toolboxes in the trucks 
have working locks.  Once the trucks remain in Mill City, Mr. Curtis will be taking his tools out of 
the toolbox so he has them at home for his own use. 
 
Based on this new information Mayor Thacker requested that an email be sent to the Council to 
get a consensus to extend the deadline to May 26, 2015.  Staff heard from five Council members, 
with one stating that she prefers only allowing the extension to the 15th.  With the majority 
consensus, Public Works is continuing to drive the trucks home until the toolboxes can be locked 
and tools are purchased to replace those Mr. Curtis has been using, to end no later than May 22, 
2015. 
 
It is my understanding that Mayor Thacker and Councilor Baughman are planning to take the list 
of tools that Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz has compiled and make a purchase soon.  In the 
meantime, Mr. Foltz is getting a quote to have the locks on the toolboxes changed. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that it needs to be determined how to purchase the tools.  Rather than 
having City staff purchase them Mayor Thacker and Councilor Baughman volunteered to go into 
town to make the purchases.  Councilor Long asked about using the City’s credit card.  Mrs. Cook 
said that there are only two credit cards and they are in the name of City employees. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that if he will be reimbursed he can use his credit card to make the 
purchase.  It was verified that with an itemized receipt he can get full reimbursement. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis to Ratify the Extension of Public 
Works Staff Taking City Vehicles Home Through June 1, 2015 and to Authorize Mayor Thacker 
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and Councilor Baughman to Purchase Tools for Public Works.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
 
Request to Allow Alcohol in Kimmel Park: Nancy Sharp is organizing a class reunion picnic in 
Kimmel Park on August 30, 2015.  The use of the shelter has already been confirmed.  However, 
Ms. Sharp believes there may be alcohol brought into the park by those attending and has 
requested authorization from the City to do so. 
 
Over the last six weeks Ms. Sharp and Suzie Kelly have been researching the necessary 
insurance certificates required by City code.  As of this week it is my understanding that they 
have completed their search and are prepared to provide a certificate of liability insurance naming 
the City as an additional insured prior to the event. 
 
If the Council is okay with allowing the group to bring alcohol into Kimmel Park for this event then 
a motion authorizing it must be made. 
 
Councilor Follis asked if this group will be required to have security for the event.  Mrs. Cook said 
that the policy does not require security to be hired, just a certificate of liability insurance naming 
the City as an additional insured.  Councilor Follis voiced her concern with this stating that 
anytime alcohol is brought into the park she feels security should be required. 
 
Councilor Heller  moved and was seconded by Councilor Long  to Authorize Alcohol in Kimmel 
Park for Class Reunion Organized by Nancy Sharp and Suzie Kelly on August 30, 2015 from 
9:00AM to 9:00PM Contingent Upon Submittal of a Host Liquor Certificate of Liability Insurance 
Naming the City as an Additional Insured No Later Than August 28, 2015.  The motion passed, 
(4:0:2) with Councilors Baughman and Keen abstaining. 
 
Press Credentials:  At the April 14 meeting the Council adopted a Resolution implementing a 
policy for recognizing media in relation to executive sessions.  A letter was presented at the April 
28 meeting from staytonevents.com requesting that they also be included in the Resolution as a 
recognized media outlet.  Consensus of the Council was to leave the Resolution as written and 
require staytonevents.com to submit proof of their status as a news media outlet for inclusion in 
any executive sessions, as outlined within the Resolution. 
 
Draft minutes are provided to a small list of media outlets once completed, including 
staytonevents.com.  Upon receipt of the minutes, staytonevents.com submitted the enclosed 
letter disagreeing with the Council’s decision and requesting further information as to what 
suffices as “proof” of being media. 
 
Staff believes that the Resolution clearly defines that it is the burden of the media outlet to 
provide proof of their status that satisfies the Council.  However, the letter requests that the City 
clarify what may work and reconsider the previous decision. 
 
Councilor Long said that considering staytonevents.com’s concerns he feels we should modify 
the Resolution to include them rather than going back and forth via email.  This shows that they 
want to be part of the canyon. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that by doing this it opens up the ability for someone else to do the same thing 
and ask to be included. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Council Heller  to Prepare a Revised Resolution 
for Executive Session Media and add staytonevents.com as a Recognized Media Outlet.  The 
motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Request for Funding – SES 6th Grade Outdoor School:  Dan Cunderman, Santiam Elementary 
School 6th Grade teacher attended the March 24, 2015 Council meeting to request funding from 
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the Community Giving Fund for Outdoor School.  The Council requested that Mr. Cunderman 
provide a percentage of students who will attend this event that are from Mill City before a 
decision would be made. 
 
Mr. Cunderman put in a request for this information and was able to provide it last week.  Of the 
5th grade students currently enrolled in Santiam Elementary School, who are scheduled to attend 
Outdoor School, 69% of them reside in Mill City. 
 
Councilor Long said that he still feels that they dropped the ball and didn’t apply to the Youth 
Benefit Golf Tournament for funding, and they would have been funded so he doesn’t think that 
they should fall back on the taxpayers for funding. 
 
Councilor Long said that we asked what kind of fundraising efforts they were making and noted 
that the budget presented was for last year not the upcoming year. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he has a hard time giving to a program when the person requesting the 
funds is not even present.  Sixty-nine percent of the students attending are from Mill City so 
maybe the City can give at least a couple hundred dollars. 
 
Frances Villwock, NE Cherry St., said that she feels it is unfair to ask what percentage of kids will 
benefit are from Mill City when other items such as the skatepark benefit the larger community 
just as this does. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he feels the question of how many kids from Mill City this benefits was a 
follow up to asking whether other cities where children from this school district live were asked for 
a donation. 
 
Dawn Plotts, SW Linn Pl, asked if this funding is from the Community Giving Fund and whether 
everyone has to go through the same requirements that Mr. Cunderman was asked to do.  Mayor 
Thacker said that they are required to do so. 
 
Tony Trout, SE 3rd Ave, said that he is a member of a non profit that could assist with something 
such as this and he has never seen Outdoor School request funds from them. 
 
Councilor Heller said that the original proposal was for $1000 and a budget was included from 
last year because he wouldn’t have the full budget for next fall.  Councilor Heller suggested giving 
69%, which is $690, since that is how many students are from Mill City.  Mayor Thacker said that 
he feels that this is an excessive amount. 
 
Councilor Heller next suggested doing one quarter of the amount, or $345.  Councilor Heller 
made a motion which was not seconded. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he would like to see the City support this to show solidarity. 
 
Councilor Keen said that she thinks this is a good program and the kids benefit from it.  School is 
also funded by taxes and this will help teach kids to do something other than destroy property. 
 
Councilor Follis asked what the deadline for fundraising is.  Mrs. Cook said she did not know.  
Councilor Follis suggested offering a matching dollar amount up to a certain amount. 
 
Councilor Heller said that these questions are not on our request form so if we are going to be 
asking for the information then the form needs to be revised. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Ave, said that she feels the full $1000 should be funded. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he feels $1000 is excessive. 
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Dennis Chamberlin, NW River Rd, said that he is uncomfortable with the comments this evening 
that indicate we are drawing a line around our community of the City limits instead of embracing 
the entire community because we all work together.  There are events that those who live outside 
the City attend that support the City such as the 4th of July. 
 
Councilor Keen  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Approve the SES 6th Grade 
Outdoor School Request for Funding in the Amount of $1000.  The motion failed, (2:4) with 
Councilors Baughman, Follis and Long and Mayor Thacker voting nay. 
 
Councilor Long asked if they’ve gone to any other non-profits such as the Eagles or the Lions?   
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has a daughter that will be going to outdoor school next year 
and they raised the funds themselves rather than asking non-profits for money and he did not see 
enough fundraising themselves. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that regardless of the semantics, does the Council wants to support this 
program or if we are wasting time discussing it.  Mayor Thacker said that he thinks it can be 
supported. 
 
Councilor Long said that we are wasting time.  Councilors Baughman, Follis, Heller and Keen 
agreed that we can support the program. 
 
Councilor Follis  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to approve SES Request for 
Funding Up To $1000 Matching Funds of Funds Raised by Students Participation in Their Own 
Fundraising Efforts. 
 
Mr. Lundquist suggested putting a time line on this.  Mrs. Cook said that outdoor school is in 
September and the spell-a-thon is not done until right before attending. 
 
Mrs. Villwock noted that the matching funds idea can not be done because funds are being 
authorized in one fiscal year and being expended in another. 
 
Mayor Thacker called for the vote.  The motion failed, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Keen moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Approve the SES 6th 
Grade Outdoor School Request for Funding in the Amount of $1000.  The motion passed, (5:1) 
with Councilor Long voting nay. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Finance Clerk Review:  Finance Clerk Trisha Ruby’s review was due May 1, 2015.  Based on a 
satisfactory review, Mrs. Cook is recommending a salary increase of one step from step 7 - 
$19.65/hr to step 8 - $20.44/hr. 
 
Councilor Keen asked how often reviews are done and how often raises are given.  Mayor 
Thacker said that reviews are done annually.  Raises are not necessarily given each year. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that Mrs. Ruby has done a good job, is a conscientious employee and does 
not take benefits and feels she deserves this raise. 
 
No action taken. 
 
Resolution No. 766 – Repealing Council Stipend:  The Council passed a motion at the March 10, 
2015 meeting directing staff to draft a resolution rescinding Resolution No. 637.  Resolution No. 
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766, which has been reviewed by City Attorney Jim McGehee, repeals Resolution No. 637 and 
stops the Council stipend. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that repealing the Council stipend may want to be held off on until more 
information is obtained from Mr. Kearns. 
 
Consensus to hold this item until addition information is provided. 
 
June 9, 2015 Meeting – Request to Reschedule:  Mrs. Cook has asked that this item be placed 
on the agenda because one of the school performances has been scheduled for the same 
evening.  Mayor Thacker thinks that the Council should support these school functions 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Reschedule the Council 
Meeting from June 9 to June 8.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that this is the same night as the Fire Board meeting. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Reschedule the Council 
Meeting from June 8 to June 10.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Water/Wastewater System Supervising Operator: Prior to hiring the new Public Works Supervisor 
the Council authorized Councilor Long to negotiate an interim agreement with retired Public 
Works Supervisor John Dickinson to oversee the water and sewer systems until a hiring could be 
completed.  Mrs. Cook spoke with Mr. Dickinson about the potential of continuing in this role until 
our new hire could become certified, which may take up to two years.  Mr. Dickinson indicated he 
is willing to continue in the supervising operator role at this time. 
 
Finance Clerk Trisha Ruby and Mrs. Cook have been trying to research the issue to determine 
the actual time frame for certifications, what certifications may or may not be required as well as 
what the City and our “supervising operator” are required legally to complete in order to meet 
state law. 
 
At this time we have two documents that must be completed and provided to DEQ to declare our 
intent to have an authorized representative.  The forms must indicate who the representative is, 
what their certification numbers are and have theirs and the City’s signatures. 
 
Staff brings this to the Council because before completing the documents and submitting them to 
DEQ they need direction as to how we are proceeding.  If the Council would like to continue to 
have Mr. Dickinson act in this role staff would highly advise that a written contract outlining the 
hours, duties, rate of pay, length of contract and any other pertinent information be drafted and 
signed by both parties.  Staff is currently looking to find a draft personal services contract that can 
be used for this purpose. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that a written contract needs to be entered into. 
 
Councilor Long  moved to Authorize the City Recorder to Submit the Appropriate Forms to the 
State and to Continue to Contract with John Dickinson.  
 
Mrs. Carey asked if Mr. Dickinson will be covered under the City’s liability insurance or if he has 
to get his own insurance.  Mr. McGehee said that he should be covered under the City’s 
insurance. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that it would be helpful to have a copy of Mr. Dickinson’s certifications. 
 
Councilor Keen  seconded Councilor Long’s motion. 
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Mayor Thacker called for the vote.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Letter From Planning Commission RE: Meeting Dates and Times:  In February Mayor Thacker 
proposed changing the Planning Commission’s regular meeting to the third Tuesday of the month 
at 6:30p.m.  The Planning Commission has submitted a letter outlining their understanding of this 
request as well as the reasons why, when night meetings have been proposed in past years, they 
have chosen to continue to remain with the morning meeting time. 
 
The letter indicates the Planning Commission’s preference to remain with the same meeting 
schedule as is currently being used.   However, if the decision to change the meeting dates and 
time is made, they have requested that this begin in July of 2015. 
 
Councilor Heller said that one of the things that needs to be taken into consideration is that some 
people have issues with night driving. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that currently it is difficult for working citizens to participate in the Planning 
Commission meetings. 
 
Mrs. Villwock said that the Planning Commission spends a lot of time focusing on critical 
information and sometimes have to do site visits before the meetings in order to have all of the 
information necessary to make informed decisions.  In addition, representatives from other 
agencies attend meetings and likely would not if there were held at night because their employers 
would not pay them to do so. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he wants this to be an amicable decision between the Council and 
Planning Commission. 
 
Mrs. Carey said that she understands the position of allowing working citizens to become 
members and attend meetings and in discussing this request have agreed that any public 
hearings for land use decisions that affect a large number of citizens could be held at night. 
 
Councilor Heller said that she was at Ark Animal Care when the Planning Commission did their 
site review and she would not want to ask them to try to do a site visit in the evenings. 
 
Gay Stuntzner asked if there is a compromise situation so that if decided to switch to evening 
meetings and attendance increases then it should remain as such.  On the flip side if there is not 
an increase in attendance then the meetings can go back to mornings. 
 
Mr. Chamberlin said that he would like to remind everyone that the quality of the work that the 
Planning Commission does and the work output is something that needs to be taken into 
consideration. 
 
Mrs. Lundquist said that when this originally came up there was some thought that a member can 
be the secretary.  That can not happen because it is crucial that a staff person attend the 
meetings and give feedback.  Mrs. Lundquist said that when looking at other cities who hold 
meetings at night they have had a terrible time keeping membership up and having a quorum. 
 
Mayor Thacker suggested opening up the matter of dates and times to pubic opinion by including 
a questionnaire in the newsletter. 
 
Mr. Hinkley suggested including a paragraph explaining what the Planning Commission does in 
this questionnaire. 
 
Mrs. Stuntzner asked if we can find out what time other small city Planning Commission meets 
and how much citizen involvement they have. 
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Councilor Heller would like to ask the same of Council meetings and holding them during the day. 
 
Request for Waiver of Leak Charges:  Enclosed is a letter from Deborah Fredrickson, owner, 431 
NE Cherry Street.  In March there was a broken water spigot over a weekend that she was not 
home.  This was found immediately upon returning home and the leak was fixed.  A leak credit 
has been given of the 50% allowed under the City’s code. 
 
When staff issues a leak credit the average use per month based is used as the base figure to 
determine the leak amount.  The average consumption for Mrs. Fredrickson is 4 units.  A 50% 
credit on the total leak amount is placed on the affected account.  The leak credit would be 
figured as shown below: 
 
   119 (cons) – 3 (avg) = 116units 
   116*2.85  =  $330.60 “leak” 
   $327.75/2 = $165.30 “credit” 
 
This leaves a remaining balance of $181.95, including the base fee, or $165.30 without. 
 
The following options are available for consideration: 
 

 Authorize a credit in full of all leak charges. 
 Authorize an additional partial credit for leak charges. 
 Deny request. 

 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Long  to Authorize a Credit to 
Reduce the Billing to the Highest Usage in the Past Year.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Certificate of Water Rights:  Mrs. Cook said that the City received a letter from Water Resources 
Department advising that our water rights certificate has never been completed.  In 2007 a 
proposed certificate of water right and map were provided to the City.  The proposed certificate 
was contested by the City so that we could prove that each well can actually produce more output 
than was authorized on the proposed certificate.  Due to a change in contract with our City 
Engineer as well as our then City Administrator this matter was dropped. 
 
I spoke with David Kinney about the issue and was advised that he would contact Steve Bruce, 
the person that was initially working on this issue for us.  Mr. Bruce sent through an email 
advising that he is willing to do a little research on the matter.  His rate of pay is $145/hr and he 
believes it will take roughly two hours to complete. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Authorize Steve Bruce 
to Proceed with Research Concerning the City’s Certificate of Water Rights, Not to Exceed Three 
Hours.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Vacation; May 15-22, 2015:  Mrs. Cook will be out of the office May 12-22, 2015. 
 
Economic Vitality Summit Update:  Mayor Thacker and Mrs. Cook, as well as a couple of 
Planning Commission members and members of the general public, attended the Economic 
Vitality Summit in Stayton on April 29.  While the summit was not quite what we were expecting 
there was a lot of valuable information provided.  Particularly, Lanie McMullen, Executive Director 
of Economic Development with the City of Everett, WA, provided the top seven common 
characteristics of a vial community.  In order, they are: 

1. Values Education 
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2. Embraces Diversity 
3. Has Gathering Places 
4. Art & Culture 
5. Philanthropy (I believe we excel in this area) 
6. Knows How to Accomplish Partnerships 
7. Celebrates Themselves 

 
4th of July Celebration:  The annual 4th of July Celebration is coming together.  A theme and 
Grand Marshal have been determined.  The theme is “Hats off to America!”.  Bill and Wilma 
Shepherd will be our official Grand Marshals.  Congratulations to the Shepherds! 
 
A draft schedule of events is included for Friday, July 3 and Saturday, July 4, 2015.  It is possible 
that a fun run will be added to the events.  However, staff has not heard back from the citizen 
interested in organizing the run.  Once she confirms then we will add all of the pertinent 
information. 
 
Air Quality Monitoring Stations:  Over the past few months the Planning Commission has been 
addressing the issue of air quality within the upper canyon area.  A request for an air monitoring 
station to be placed in Mill City in order to help identify how field burning affects our City was 
made.  There were two available monitoring stations and we have recently advised that a 
decision was made to place both of them in the upper Canyon; one in Mill City and one in Detroit. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment:  Mr. McGehee said that the quitclaim deed has been filed with Linn 
County.  Mr. Kinney is now working on the issue to determine the next step in the process. 
 
424 SW Cedar St.:  Mr. McGehee said that the suit has been filed and is out for service. 
 
Noise Complaint Update:  A meeting was scheduled for today with the person running the 
chainsaw but she was unable to make it.  Mrs. Cook said that she has begun moving her carving 
to her property on Broadway, which is zoned commercial. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that he is here the first Tuesday of the month for court and is available for any 
Council member to come in and speak with him after court is over. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker  said that he, Dave Kinney and Mrs. Cook met with representatives of ODOT to 
discuss the Hwy 22 Access Management Plan.  It was very informative and everything that has 
been concerning the public is a non issue. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said there was one permit for a modular at the school.  There is a car that 
parks right behind the crosswalk at the top of 1st Avenue beyond the store.  Mrs. Cook said that 
this issue has been brought up many times and the deputies have done a knock and talk with the 
owner of the vehicle. 
 
Mrs. Lundquist said that the intersection of 1st and Kingwood also needs to be addressed. 
 
Councilor Follis  said she will be going to the next SRAC meeting. 
 
Councilor Heller  said that she has taken note of the request for the LSCO reports to the full 
Council. 
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Councilor Keen  had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Long  said that there is a clean up day this Saturday and the Senior Center will be 
offering free shredding for seniors from 9AM to Noon as well as assistance for moving junk. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:46 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


