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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Janet 
Zeyen-Hall, Brett Katlong, Dawn Plotts, Tony Trout and Steve Winn.  Staff members in 
attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz and City 
Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Ann Carey, Earnest Freeman, Sgt. Greg Klein, Linn County 
Sheriff’s Office, Roel Lundquist and Dianne Moore. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mrs. Cook asked that item ‘h’ Approval of OLCC Liquor License for Mill City Grill, 100 SE Juniper 
Street, be added to the consent agenda for approval. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Zeyen-Hall, to approve items a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of March 26, 2019, b; Approval of Accounts 
Payable, c; Acceptance of Monthly Expenditures Report, March 2019, d; Acceptance of 
Resignation of Frances Villwock from the Planning Commission, Effective March 30, 2019 and 
Declaring the Position Vacant, e; Ratification of Mayor Kirsch’s Proclamation Declaring May 2018 
“Mental Health Month”, f; Approval of Waiver of Leak Charges to the Highest Consumption in the 
Past Twelve Months for Lynn Minton, 628 S 1st Avenue, g; Approval of OLCC Liquor License 
Renewals for the Following Businesses: 

i. Mill City Market     829 S 1st Ave. 
ii. Trio Tavern     815 SW Linn Blvd and, 

And, h; Approval of OLCC Liquor License for Mill City Grill, 100 SE Juniper Street, 
of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:  Sgt. Greg Klein gave the Linn County Sheriff’s Office 
report for the month of March. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the concrete wall going up N 1st Avenue had graffiti sprayed on it.  Sgt. 
Klein said that he will see if a report has been made and if not he will begin one. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he heard about a person in the store with an axe and a gun and Linn 
County took possession of the tapes.  There was also an incident in the park with a gun.  Mrs. 
Cook said that there was an incident with a gun late last week as well.  Sgt. Klein will look into 
each of these incidents. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked if there are any rules that must be followed for law enforcement to post 
photos of wanted criminals.  City Attorney Jim McGehee said that there are some issues with 
doing this, one is that the criminal then knows that they have an active warrant and they become 
harder to find. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz gave a brief report on the 
following items: 
 
Pump Report – The amount of loss is still holding at 27%. 
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SE 4th Avenue Water Main Break – A two inch cast iron line broke.  There is a temporary repair 
on it now. 
 
PW Building Update (see update under Old Business) – The stumps have been removed from 
the building site and a couple of other trees have been pulled in preparation.  Cost estimates 
have been obtained for the equipment.  This is about $2400 for a week. 
 
Public Works Maintenance Worker I – Jonathan deRenzo started the first of the month.  He is 
doing a good job so far and has said he is enjoying the work.  There was a sewer back up this 
weekend that Mr. deRenzo assisted with. 
 
There was an issue with the sewer tank at Rosie’s Coffee House.  The complete problem has still 
not been identified.  There was a plug in a line that was cleared.  This seemed to stop the issue 
for now.  A TV crew is scheduled for next week to go through the lines again in order to see if the 
issue can be determined. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that ODOT was contacted and gave permission to work in the right-of-way.  Staff 
had a contractor come in Monday to dig up the line in front of the property.  The full cost for the 
work is still unknown.  Mrs. Cook said that a potential claim has been filed with CIS should there 
be any request by the property owner. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked if the paint for the well heads is a special paint.  Mr. Foltz said that it is an 
epoxy based paint to assist with stopping the corrosion.  Mayor Kirsch said that he brought this 
up because whenever possible he would like to see us do business with local businesses.  Mr. 
Foltz said that he only uses Sherwin-Williams for industrial paint such as this purchase and road 
paint. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  Earnest Freeman, SW Ivy Street, said that he is 
again asking for something to be done about speeding down his street.  Councilor Plotts said that 
she just spoke with Sgt. Klein about putting a speed reader sign on this street.  This will also be 
added to the deputies focus patrol. 
 
Councilor Trout said that there are a lot of streets that people speed on.  Speed reader boards 
really make a difference in reminding people to slow down. 
 
Dianne Moore, SE 3rd Avenue, said that she and Gay Stuntzner have had a long journey to try to 
landscape the piece of state owned property to the east of Circle K.  The Mill City Volunteer 
Firefighters have agreed to be the umbrella 501C(3) for any grants that are applied for to get this 
work done.  There are a couple of issues; lack of water, requiring hardscape and; maintenance of 
the culvert. 
 
Mrs. Moore said that she would like to know if the Council would consider a transfer of ownership 
for this property if ODOT agreed to it as well. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, said that there are some things that need to be investigated before 
this decision is made, including looking at the possible need for additional right-of-way. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the Council should take time to do due diligence to consider the pros and 
cons of this request and allow staff to research what issues may need to be addressed before 
making a decision.  The Highway 22 Access Management Plan needs to be reviewed as does the 
culvert and storm water runoff so that the City would be fully aware of what it would be taking on if 
this is something that is pursued. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
Public Works Building Update:  Councilor Plotts asked if the dumpster might make more sense if 
it is moved to the north side.  Mrs. Cook said that she will make this suggestion. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the Planning Commission held the required public hearing for the site plan 
review at a special April 2, 2019 meeting.  The notice of decision was included in the packet 
under Planning Commission Report/Record of Actions.  There were a few minor modifications to 
the site plan that was presented.  Those include: 
 
1. Two additional paved employee parking to the east of the existing paved area at the well 
 site.   
2. Civil engineering for storm drainage needed to address the fuel storage area.   
3. Exterior security lighting added near the fuel storage area. 
4. Fencing added around the fuel storage area. 
5. Modify fencing plan to remove that shown on west side to SE 4th Avenue. 
 
Reid House Update – Public Input/Listening Session:  The Reid House Committee is continuing 
to move forward with plans for use of the property and building.  As the Council is aware, we have 
entered into a contract for architectural services to begin identifying any necessary changes to 
the structure in order to make it compliant with opening to the public. 
 
Before the Committee gets too far in this process, it was decided that a public input/listening 
session should be held to allow members of the community to tour the building/grounds and to 
gather input on thoughts regarding how the Committee sees the building used as well as any 
suggestions attendees may have. 
 
The session is scheduled for Sunday, April 28, 2019 between 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request for Support – HB 2449 (9-1-1 Tax):  Cathy Orcutt, communications manager for Linn 
County Sheriff’s Office and President of the Oregon APCO/NENA chapter, which represents the 
Public Safety Answering Points/9-1-1 Centers within the state submitted a request for a letter of 
support for HB2449. 
 
HB2449 would increase the 9-1-1 tax ($1.50) to ensure continued delivery of service as well as to 
upgrade technology to increase efficiency and extend the sunset of the tax. 
 
Ms. Orcutt has provided a PowerPoint presentation for review and a draft letter of support.  If the 
Council agrees that this is something the City of Mill City should support, staff will get a letter of 
support to Ms. Orcutt for inclusion in the record immediately. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall said that she would recommend a letter of support.  Consensus to send a 
letter of support. 
 
NW Alder St. Slide Area:  Earlier this week Councilor Plotts stopped in to show Mrs. Cook a photo 
of a new slide area along the NW Alder Street embankment.  After looking into the matter, it was 
found that the area is owned by the City of Mill City. 
 
The photo was sent to City Planner David Kinney and City Engineer John Ashley for review.  As a 
result, Marion County Road Department was brought into the discussion.  A meeting has been 
scheduled for this Thursday to review the full slide area and discuss what steps, if any, can be 
taken to lessen or hopefully, stop erosion along the embankment. 
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Councilor Katlong stepped out of the room. 
 
Professional Services Agreement - Municipal Judge:  Mrs. Cook said that a professional services 
agreement for the Municipal Judge has been drafted and reviewed by Municipal Judge Steve 
Summers.  He has not concerns and has signed the agreement.  The Council needs to approve 
the agreement so that it can be signed as well. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts to Approve the Professional 
Services Agreement for the Municipal Judge.  The motion passed, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Katlong returned to his seat. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
List of On-Going Old Business Items:  A list of on-going old business items was provided for 
review. 
 
Out-of-Office; April 26, 2019:  Mrs. Cook said that she will be out of the office on the 26th to attend 
her son’s college graduation. 
 
Drug Take Back; April 27, 2019:  The City’s timeslot is 9-10AM.  If anyone has any prescription 
drugs to turn in please stop by and give them to the Linn County Sheriff’s representative at City 
Hall. 
 
City Attorney Report:  Mr. McGehee said that he and Mrs. Cook are working on a couple of things 
and should have items for update at the next meeting. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked if everyone has turned in the SEI forms.  They are due by the 15th of April.  
OGEC will assess fines if they are not in on time. 

 
Councilors Zeyen-Hall, Katlong and Plotts had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he attended the Marion County Commissioner’s meeting last week and 
gave a brief update on the reports given by attendees.  Those items included: 

 SCSD Bond 
 Mehama Youth Building 
 Sewer District 
 RR Bridge Centennial Photography Contest 
 Mid-Willamette Valley Community Action for Veteran’s 
 MC Community Projects Grant 
 GIS Imaging Project – Marion County 
 Travel Salem 
 2020 Census Presentation 
 Little North Fork Slide Work 
 Mixing Towers Project – Ways to do without lowering lake 
 Algae Bloom/Detroit Lake Levels 
 Marijuana Impact on Marion County 
 Councilor Trout gave a brief update on Mill City issues 

 
Mr. Lundquist said that the Santiam Hospital gave $2000 for the photography contest to use for 
prizes. 
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Councilor Winn said that the stumps have been removed from the public works building site.  
One still needs to be removed from the site. 
 
Councilor Trout asked to hold an executive session.  Mayor Kirsch said that the ORS will need to 
be identified.  Mrs. Cook said that she can locate the ORS if it needs to be done this evening.  
Councilor Trout said that this would be for personnel.  Mr. McGehee said that if it is concerning 
personnel then there are notification requirements that must be met first. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that Mrs. Cook has submitted the paperwork for the Bond Financing through 
the state to see if we can get some dollars for storm water improvements. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that one item he discussed with Mrs. Cook is looking into the costs that were 
outlined for the Grove Street improvements that were provided a number of years ago.  These 
can be used to try to determine potential costs for other street improvements that may need to be 
done. 
 
Mr. McGehee will do some investigation into the matter that Councilor Trout wanted to discuss 
and make a determination as to whether an executive session can or should be held. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No executive session held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


