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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, April 8, 2014 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Susann Heller, Justin Merrill, Fred Smith, and Thorin Thacker.  Staff members in 
attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Ellen Allen, Ann Carey, Dennis Chamberlin, Glen Kearns, Accuity, 
LLC, Roel Lundquist, Bill Sanderson and Kori Sarrett, Accuity, LLC. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has a conflict on the SE Fairview Project. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Merrill moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller, to approve items a, Approval 
of the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting, March 25, 2014, b; Approval of Accounts 
Payable, and c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, March 2014, of the 
consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
PRESENTATIONS: Audit Services – Glen Kearns & Kori Sarrett, Accuity, LLC 
 
Glen Kearns said that they wanted to come introduce themselves to the Council and have 
brought with them some of the necessary paperwork that would generally be provided to the 
Council later in the audit process.   
 
Mayor Kirsch asked for an overview of the audit process.  Mr. Kearns said that interim audit work 
will begin at the end of May.  This will include documentation of procedures as well as some 
testing in areas such as utility billing and payroll. 
 
Later in spring a schedule of necessary items will be provided for staff to work on and send back 
to Accuity.  Then final field work will be done in the fall.  Once all work is finalized a draft of the 
audit will be sent to the City for review.  Upon completion of the final draft a presentation will be 
given to Council on the audit outcome. 
 
Roel Lundquist asked how soon the beginning fund balance can be expected.  Kori Sarrett said 
that as soon as field work is wrapped up in the fall the final numbers can be provided. 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT: Councilor Merrill asked about getting response for a dog 
complaint on NW Alder Street.  The complainant has tried to get someone to take care of the 
issue but has been told that she would have to call Marion County Dog Control.  Sgt. Klein said 
that he will have a deputy look into this tomorrow. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
SCA Grant – SE Fairview Street Project:  The SE Fairview Street Improvement Project bid 
proposals are due no later than Wednesday, April 9 at 2:00p.m.  Bids will be opened immediately 
following closing and a recommendation to Council will be made on Wednesday, April 16 just 
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prior to the scheduled Budget meeting. 
 
Kimmel Park Security Measures/Restrooms: Sgt. Klein stated that he will be looking for locations 
to place the cameras soon.  In addition, Sgt. Klein is investigating potential sites near the Railroad 
Bridge. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the restrooms have been cleaned and are being monitored to see that they 
remain so. 
 
City Hall Parking Lot Lighting/Flag Lighting/ADA Doors:  Councilor Baughman said he tried to 
import the PDF into his CAD and it won’t stay to scale.  Mrs. Cook will see if there is a way to get 
the document in another format. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant:  No update. 
 
Public Works Supervisor Review:  Mayor Kirsch said that the compiled scores and comments are 
in hand if any Council member wants to see them.  The review has been discussed with Mr. 
Dickinson. 
 
Policies & Procedures – Public Works:  At the March 11, 2014 meeting, City Attorney Jim 
McGehee presented language for three policies; uniforms, smoking and use of City-owned 
vehicles.  Mr. McGehee requested that Council review the language and be prepared to discuss 
the policies at the next meeting he attended. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he is unsure whether a heavy duty coat should be included in the uniform 
policy.  A vest would be a better option to allow versatility with weather.  Jerry Curtis, Public  
Works Maintenance Worker said that he believes the uniforms would be in constant need of 
replacement due to wear and tear. 
 
Councilor Thacker said that one of the problems is not wearing a vest right now.  Using a vest in 
conjunction with a shirt would be a good option. 
 
Councilor Heller said that keeping coats cleaned would be hard to do and agreed that a vest is a 
better option.  Councilor Baughman agreed with this. 
 
Consensus to purchasing vests and shirts with the City logo and reflective material on the vest.  
In addition a name will be placed on the shirt.  Employees to have input on shirt style. Staff will 
look at purchasing a long sleeve and a short sleeve shirt. 
 
Consensus that the smoking policy and City-owned vehicle policy are okay as is. 
 
Meter Reader:  Joey Bias officially started as the meter reader for the City on March 14, 2014.  
Mr. Bias was very conscientious in his efforts to obtain meter reads and learn the routes and 
meter locations.  Unfortunately, Mr. Bias has had some personal issues that have come up and 
he is unable to continue in the position. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that Mr. Bias indicated he did not receive a full month’s shadowing to 
do the meter reads and noted that he feels this is imperative for the next meter reader. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that Mr. Bias has submitted his resignation.  The review committee is 
recommending putting the position out for new applications. 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Merrill to Re-Advertise for the 
Meter Reader Position.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
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Ordinance No. 374 – Medical Marijuana Dispensary Moratorium: At the March 14, 2014 meeting 
the Planning Commission discussed the issue of medical marijuana and the recent Bill 
authorizing cities to enact a moratorium on dispensaries within their respective city limits. 
 
Based on the discussion, the Planning Commission made a motion to recommend to the City 
Council that a one-year moratorium be enacted to allow the planning commission to develop 
codes which regulate dispensaries within the City of Mill City. 
 
Senate Bill 1531C allows for reasonable regulations to be imposed as to where a dispensary can 
open as well as reasonable hours of operation for a dispensary.  Section 3 allows for cities and 
counties to impose a one year moratorium, which expires in May of 2015.  However, to do so the 
City will need to adopt an Ordinance opting into the moratorium.   
 
At the March 25, 2014 meeting the Council discussed the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation and, ultimately, directed staff to draft an Ordinance for consideration at the next 
Council meeting.   
 
Ordinance No 374 addresses the Council’s desire to enact a moratorium on medical marijuana 
facilities within the corporate limits of the City of Mill City.  To meet Senate Bill 1531C 
requirements of having a moratorium in place by May 1, 2014, Ordinance No. 374 includes an 
emergency clause, which will make it effective immediately upon signing. 
 
If Council wishes to proceed with the adoption of Ordinance No.  374 a motion to read for first 
reading by title only must be made, as pass unanimously, in order to hold the second reading and 
enactment tonight. 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller to read Ordinance No. 374 
for First Reading by Title Only.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook read Ordinance No. 374 by title only. 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller to read Ordinance No. 374 
for Second Reading by Title Only.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook read Ordinance No. 374 by title only. 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Merrill to Direct Mayor Kirsch to 
Sign Ordinance No. 374 as Enacted.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
CCIS Employment Practice Information: Included for your information is a copy of a letter from 
Madison/Davis Insurance, date March 24, 2014.  This letter outlines the new CCIS guidelines for 
employment practice claims filed after June 30, 2014. 

 
CCIS will now hold cities and counties responsible for 10% of the cost of litigation resulting form 
and employment practice claim, up to a maximum of $10,000.  In addition, should CCIS not be 
contacted prior to taking action on any employment related problem, an additional $5000 
deductible will apply. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee clarified that he does not believe this pertains to oral reprimands. 
 
Request for Permission to Remove Cables from Kimmel Park:  Mrs. Cook said that she has had a 
request for permission to remove the old bridge cables that are in the riparian area at Kimmel 
Park.  Consensus to disallow this request due to the cables being in the riparian area and the 
potential for disturbance. 
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US Dept. Interior Letter:  The US Dept. of Interior has send a notification to the City of their intent 
to create a plan for the Fisherman’s Bend area, which includes property to the east that they 
recently acquired.  The notification requests that any comments the City has concerning this plan 
be forwarded to them by May 1, 2014. 
 
Councilor Thacker suggested commenting that it would be nice to have ball fields at Fisherman’s 
Bend.  Mrs. Cook said that this may be an opportunity for a partnership with the City property.  
This letter will also be provided to the Planning Commission for their consideration and comment. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
OAMR Mid-Year Academy:  Mrs. Cook said that she attended the OAMR Mid-Year Academy last 
week.  The topic was “When the Role of Advisor and Decision-Maker Intersect”.  There were two 
main points that were brought back from this session; two problem solving techniques and the 
suggestion that a decision-making process be implemented. 
 
Statement of Economic Interest:  Mrs. Cook reminded the Council that the SEI is due to the 
Oregon Government Ethics Commission by the 15

th
. 

 
SW Linn Blvd Car Accident/Hydrant Theft:  Mrs. Cook said that there was a car accident on Linn 
Blvd a week ago Friday.  The driver hit two vehicles, a telephone pole, street sign, a fence, and 
knocked the City’s fire hydrant off of it base.  Overnight the hydrant was stolen. The hydrant has 
been replaced and we are waiting for the invoice and contact from the insurance company to file 
our formal claim. 
 
Leaf Blower Theft:  Mrs. Cook said that the City’s leaf blower was stolen out of the shop about 
three weeks ago.  The value is about $500 and our insurance deductible is $1000 so no claim 
has been made. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment:  Mr. McGehee said that he met with Greg Wilson, Barker/Wilson 
Surveying the week prior to spring break.  The legal description is not yet done. 
 
City Hall Ins. Claim:  Mr. McGehee said that he has been trying to contact Jeff Sweet about the 
insurance claim for City Hall.  However, Mr. Sweet and he have not made a connection yet.  Mr. 
McGehee said that he has done some research for an attorney that deals with this kind of issue 
and has found one that is willing to meet with Mrs. Cook and him about the policy and claim. 
 
Budget Committee Members:  Mrs. Cook said that the question of whether Planning Commission 
members can serve as Budget Committee members came up on the OAMR listserv.  There have 
been cities whose legal counsel has advised that Planning Commissioners are “agents” of the 
City and therefore should not serve on the Budget Committee.  The question was sent to City 
Attorney Jim McGehee for his comment.  Mr. McGehee indicated that his interpretation is that the 
Planning Commission as a whole can make decisions on behalf of the City, not an individual 
Commissioner, which means that the person is not an agent and can serve on the Budget 
Committee. 
 
Linn County Planning and Building Agreement:  Mrs. Cook said that she recently received a copy 
of the agreement for services between Linn County Planning and Building and the City.  The 
agreement states that the County will provide assistance with code enforcement within the City.  
This should help with getting the code violations on SW Cedar Street taken care of.  Mr. 
McGehee and Mrs. Cook will work with Linn County on this matter. 
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BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he and Councilor Heller have discussed three potential options for the 
Marion White Volunteerism Award.  The nominee name was provided and consensus given to 
proceed with the nominee. 

 
Councilor Baughman said there was one permit issued this month. 
 
Councilor Heller gave the Linn County Sheriff’s report for March. 

 
Councilor Merrill said that the fire land is graded.  There us a pothole at 10

th
 and Spring St. 

 
Councilor Smith and Councilor Thacker had nothing to report. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


