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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Brett Katlong, Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Staff members in 
attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, City Attorney Jim McGehee and Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Ann Carey, Sadie Carney, Earnest Freeman, Jeanne Gunner, Roel 
Lundquist, Dianne Moore, Pat Rahm, Bill Sanderson and Gay Stuntzner. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Baughman asked how much the leak for Mr. Martinez was and what the highest 
consumption is.  Mrs. Cook said that the leak was 99 units and the highest consumption was 
three units. 
 
Councilor Baughman pulled item ‘d’ for discussion. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked for discussion on the minutes, noting that she would like it noted that 
Council reached a consensus to obtain a CMA. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong, to approve items a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of April 10, 2018, as amended, b; Approval 
of Accounts Payable, c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenue Report, March 2018, e; Approval of 
Temporary OLCC Liquor License for Santiam Hearts to Arts, 280 NE Santiam Blvd. on Saturday, 
April 28, 2018, f; Acceptance of Planning Commission Recommendation to Approve File No. 
2018-02 Minor Partition, James & Paula Gundersen, 921 NW Alder St, and g; Ratification of 
Mayor Kirsch’s Proclamation Declaring May 2018 as Foster Care Month in the City of Mill City, 
of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman asked what the total leak amount would be for the leak credit.  Mrs. Cook 
said that it would be $2.85 per unit.  The overall credit is about $273.60, half of which has already 
been credited per our policy.  The balance, roughly $135.00, would be what Council is 
authorizing. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to approve item d; 
Approval of Waiver of Leak Charges for Jorge Martinez, 900 NW Santiam Blvd. to the Highest 
Consumption in the Past Twelve Months.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  Dianne Moore, SE 3rd Avenue, said that she is here 
this evening to give the Council an update on the landscaping plans she and Gay Stuntzner are 
working on for the property owned by ODOT off of Hwy 22.  A survey is being completed and an 
enhanced computer model for the landscaping work is the next step in the process.  The 
computer enhanced model will cost about $300.  Mrs. Moore asked if the City would provide 
funding to do this work. 
 
Gay Stuntzner, SW 1st Avenue, said that they have gotten non-profit status under the Fire 
Volunteers, which is needed to do fundraising. 
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Councilor Trout said that he has spoken with non-profits in the City about this project and he 
thinks there are funds available from these groups that would cover the $300. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he feels that the $300 can be found if there is a consensus of the Council 
to do so, adding that he appreciates the work that Mrs. Moore and Mrs. Stuntzner are doing on 
this project. 
 
Councilor Plotts moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Fund the $300 to Mill City 
Entrance Group for the Computer Model.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Sadie Carney, Salem, said that she is running for County Commissioner in Marion County and is 
introducing herself in as many communities as possible.  Ms. Carney said that she currently 
works for DLCD. 
 
Ms. Carney said that she is a registered Democrat and is running as such for this contested race 
for an open seat on the Board of Commissioners. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that Mill City contracts for most services with Linn County but in recent years 
Marion County has taken a strong support position for the City.  Mayor Kirsch said that we are 
very appreciative of all that Marion County has done for Mill City and would like to see that 
continue. 
 
Councilor Trout said that our Linn County representative comes to the City’s meetings a couple of 
times a year and updates the Council on what is happening in the County.  It would be great if 
this could happen with Marion County as well. 
 
MARION COUNTY COMMUNITY PROJECTS GRANT: 
 
A draft of the grant application for the Marion County Community Project as well as an outline of 
services from City Engineer John Ashley and sub-consultant, Keller & Associates, for the sewer 
capacity/existing conditions study was provided for Council review. 
   
The overall projected cost for the work is $35,900.  This includes work performed by Keller & 
Associates at a lump sum price of $30,740 as well as project management/assistance by City 
Engineer John Ashley at a lump sum price of $5160.  Using the City Engineer to manage the 
project allows him to sub-contract for the work without going out to bid. 
 
Staff contacted both OAWU and City Engineer John Ashley to obtain recommendations on 
possible engineers to complete this work and both stated that they use Keller & Associates 
exclusively. 
 
The grant application for this study requests $25,000 and anticipates that the City will cover the 
remaining costs from the Sewer Reserve Fund ($10,900) and overall staff/consulting time already 
outlined as budgeted items ($4100).  The grant is due by May 1, 2018.  
 
Councilor Baughman asked if the difference between the $35,900 and the $40,000 is staff in-kind.  
Mrs. Cook said that it is.  Staff included the additional $4100 in anticipation of staff time spent 
assisting with or administering the grant. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has a problem with trying to get out of the bid process by using 
our engineer and added that it looks like he isn’t doing much for the money, rather Mr. Foltz is 
doing most of the work. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that as a taxpayer he doesn’t think that this benefits him. 
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Mayor Kirsch said that as an individual taxpayer he doesn’t think this benefits anyone.  However, 
it will benefit the City and provide information for future growth. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that we can provide the information that this will give us ourselves.  
Mayor Kirsch said that we can’t certify our own study. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that this study will benefit the wastewater planning group, which means 
that we are already starting to subsidize other cities with our funding.  Mayor Kirsch said that this 
study may benefit the planning group but it benefits the City because we will know better what our 
system has remaining. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he would like to see the project go out to bid rather than just taking 
what our City Engineer and Keller & Associates have to say.  Councilor Trout agreed and said 
that he would also like to see if the Marion County sewer project could pay part of the $15,000 if 
we went forward with the project. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz thinks about the project.  Mr. Foltz 
said that if the capacity study is what we need to be eligible for more grants then he supports it.  
However, he can tell you what is wrong with the system and what the capacity is. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that if we don’t do this now and we see a lot of growth, then we will have to 
have one done prior to too many connections being allowed on our system. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that if our system is working better than it was anticipated to do then we would 
want the study done.  If we move forward without doing the study and something happens then 
the City is on the line legally.  If an engineered study is done we can produce that to show that 
they did the calculations to determine what capacity remained. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he doesn’t see what this study does for us if Mr. Foltz already has the 
information.  Mr. Foltz asked if the engineer is liable if they do the study and show that there is 
still capacity and something happens. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that DEQ is supposed to be completing the permit review and 
asked if there is any capacity information that goes with this.  Mr. Foltz said that the only thing 
DEQ does is certify how much can go through the system in a day. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he is not comfortable with Keller & Associates.  They were unable 
to answer any questions on the public works building and they are the ones who did the $100 
Million project that they tried to sell to Marion County for the septic district.  Mayor Kirsch said that 
Keller was asked specifically to put forth a sewer project that could fall under the guidelines of the 
three basin rule that could be built today.  Mayor Kirsch said that he feels that Councilor 
Baughman is against the sewer district.  Councilor Baughman said that he is. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that between this and the Tiger grant it could put us in a position where we 
couldn’t say no to Marion County about the sewer district because they could come back and say 
that they got both for us so we need to participate.  Mayor Kirsch said that he prefers to be more 
optimistic about Marion County. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked if we could submit the grant and put the project out for bid or if we are just 
working on these numbers.  Mrs. Cook said that we are working with these numbers but if we 
want to put it out for bid then she would just need to make minor modifications to the grant 
language. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, asked how we approach our growth without a certified capacity and if 
we take on growth, what do we tell our citizens if we have a failure?  Mrs. Carey said that she is 
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concerned about our capacity and the Council should be also.  We need something certified in 
writing. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he is not sure this would be an end all if we don’t do it.  There are other 
things down the road. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that if we don’t do a capacity study he would have to look into a moratorium on 
building until we know what we have.  We will need proof that we will be able to handle the 
capacity.   
 
Councilor Plotts moved and was seconded by Mayor Kirsch to Direct Staff to Submit a Marion 
County Community Project Grant for a Sewer Capacity/Existing Conditions Study in the Amount 
of $25,000.  The motion failed, (4:2) with Councilors Baughman, Katlong, Keen and Trout voting 
nay. 
 
SURVEILLANCE/SECURITY SYSTEM:  On Monday, April 16, 2018 Councilors Katlong and 
Trout and City Recorder Stacie Cook met with Steve Burkleo, NSSD, to view surveillance 
cameras that are used in the NSSD buildings.  An information packet on the camera system was 
provided for review.  Mr. Burkelo also provided a cost estimate for 16 cameras.  This system 
includes infrared for night vision and a mic system to record voice/sound. 
 
This system seems to include all that we have discussed looking for to install on City properties.  
Regardless of which system we end up choosing, Mr. Burkleo is available to assist with 
installation and connection to our computer system.  
 
Councilor Katlong said that he liked the demonstration that we had on the cameras that NSSD 
uses. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he agrees that this was a nice unit but didn’t like that it was a wired 
system.  The audio was a great feature. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he has spoken with people about the wireless cameras and they indicated 
that the more cameras you add the more the system doesn’t work as high functioning because 
there is too much to transmit. 
 
Mr. Foltz asked about the night video for the cameras.  Councilor Trout said that the night video 
on this system is very good. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that we have been told that to purchase a camera that would hold up in 
court would be cost prohibitive.  Mayor Kirsch said that having something that allows deputies to 
at least recognize faces is what we need. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that all of the cameras link to one centralized unit with this system.  
Councilor Katlong noted that even though we were looking at a wifi camera system before, they 
would require electricity so this may be a better option. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that it may be cheaper to run a wired camera because there isn’t a 
need to install power. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that we discussed a 16 camera system to start with.  This should be enough to 
put cameras at City Hall, Kimmel Park and Hammond Park. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he would be in favor of purchasing this system and approving moving 
forward with it and installation. 
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Councilor Trout said that roughly $3000 was the ballpark figure for purchase and installation of 
this system. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to Authorize Purchase the 
Proposed Sixteen Camera System, Including Installation at a Cost Not to Exceed $4000.  The 
motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she received clarification on the panic button monthly monitoring fee and was 
advised that the cost  
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Authorize Installation of Two 
Panic Buttons by SAC for City Hall and a Noise Maker Outside the Building Connected to the 
Panic Buttons.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
STAFF UPDATE – MISCELLANEOUS: 
 
Out-of-Office; April 26/27, 2018 – Mrs. Cook said that she will be out of the office Thursday and 
Friday, April 26 and 27, 2018 taking vacation days. 
 
Out-of-Office; May 11, 2018 – Mrs. Cook said that she will be out of the office Friday, May 11, 
2018 taking a vacation day. 
 
Tiger Grant Update – As indicated during the budget process, FHWA has agreed to work directly 
with the City and Linn County, excluding ODOT from the grant process.  This is good news for us 
as it lessens overall management costs and allows us to proceed with needed permitting and 
agency reviews without having to go through ODOT’s process. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that a letter from Chuck Knoll, Linn County Engineer, was provided to Council this 
evening.  The letter requests transfer of the vehicle bridge from ODOT to Linn County.  However, 
there is a section of the Marion County abutment and a small portion of S 1st Avenue that the 
letter requests transfer to Linn County and Mill City and Mill City, respectively.  In order to move 
forward with this the Council must agree to it.  If the Council has any issue with this then we need 
to let them know now. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked if this section is up to standard.  Mrs. Cook said that this is a section that was 
overlaid with the last ODOT project.  There will most likely be some work done with the Tiger 
grant project in this section because of the amount of large equipment that will be there. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if we should have legal counsel look at this concerning maintenance 
needs.  Mrs. Cook agreed that this needs to be done because we want to be sure we don’t have 
any issues with future maintenance for the approach span.  Mrs. Cook will send the letter to City 
Attorney Jim McGehee tomorrow for his review. 
 
Green Mountain CMA – Mrs. Cook said that the CMA for the Green Mountain building was 
handed out to each of the Council members before the meeting.  This document shows the 
building to be a lesser value than what we agreed to pay for it in our lease option. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the Council can always choose to list the property regardless of the outcome 
of this CMA.  There are still eight months of our lease remaining, during which time we could 
lease the building to see if we could sell it. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that we can set this for an executive session if the Council wants to discuss this 
further. 
 
Councilor Keen asked if the amount we’ve paid for the lease comes off of the overall price to 
purchase.  Mrs. Cook said that it does not. 
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Consensus to set an executive session for May 22, 2018 to discuss this further. 
 
Councilor Keen asked what is going on with the campers on SE 3rd Avenue.  Mrs. Cook said that 
Mr. McGehee has reviewed the code and believes that he can use what it has to go after this 
property.  The Planning Commission will still be looking at modifying the code to make it more 
clear about living on property without a residence. 
 
SE 6th Avenue Right-of-Way –  Mrs. Cook said that there is work happening on the SE 6th Avenue 
right-of-way between SE Hazel and SE Kingwood in order to access the property that was 
formally owned by the Freeman family.  When the work commenced staff was under the 
impression that the right-of-way belonged to Linn County.  We were advised yesterday that when 
the property adjacent to it was annexed, because the right-of-way was unimproved, we took 
ownership of it. 
 
Staff has received many visits from surrounding property owners regarding this work.  To ensure 
that all is being done properly those performing the work will be required to apply for a permit to 
work in the right-of-way.  This will be reviewed and approved by the Public Works Supervisor and 
conditions for the work will be set.  This issue is being brought to the Council because the new 
owner is a City Councilor and we want to be certain that the matter is dealt with in a clear 
manner. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the clearing is being done so that a surveyor can do work to 
determine where water lines can go.  There are a number of trees that will be used by City staff to 
create parking in areas around town. 
 
Councilor Trout asked what some of the complaints the neighbors had.  Mrs. Cook said that they 
were unaware of the work beginning and felt they should have been notified.  They are concerned 
with a fire hazard from the brush that has been removed, trees being taken down, deer habitat 
being removed, access of the unimproved right-of-way and camping by vagrants.  Mrs. Cook said 
that she did explain to everyone who was asking that if there is development on the adjacent 
property then this will be a street at some point. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: 
 
Rodent Control – Mr. Foltz said that he received a quote for rodent control and there is a $1000 
flat fee for two months of the service.  This will ensure removal of 99% of the rodents but does not 
guarantee rodents moving in from other areas, such as Kimmel Park. 
 
Most services charge a set-up fee and $25-$35 per rodent.  It is probably less expensive to go 
with the flat fee provided.  Mr. Foltz will keep track of how many rodents are removed so we know 
for the future. 
 
Councilor Keen asked if this is the only bid that was obtained.  Mr. Foltz said that this is the only 
written bid.  The others were the set-up fee with a per rodent fee.  This is the only flat rate bid 
obtained. 
 
Councilor Katlong moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to Accept Option #1 for the 
Two Month flat Rate of $1000 for Rodent Removal and Disposal by Northwest Wildlife Control.  
The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Leak Detection – Mr. Foltz said that he was asked at the last meeting how much it would cost to 
do leak detection.  The bid enclosed includes listening to every meter and hydrant in town.  The 
process should take about three days. 
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Mayor Kirsch asked how important Mr. Foltz thinks this is.  Mr. Foltz said that he can’t find 
anymore leaks but if we have them this would be very important.  With the millions of gallons 
showing as loss we should be able to see the water somewhere. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he is for this because if it comes back as there being no leaks then 
it shows that the issue is with our metering and/or software. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked which months the pump report shows as having high loss.  Mr. Foltz said that 
the main month with loss is March and the pattern shows that it could be due to the reservoir 
going through its process twice due to February being a short month. 
 
Councilor Keen moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to Approve Leak Detection 
Services by Dan’s Leak Detection in the Amount of $3000.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
 
Mr. Foltz asked for authorization to hire his part time mower back for the summer and 
recommended offering the position to Grace Goodell again, stating that she did a great job last 
year. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked Mr. Foltz to keep on Miss Goodell to ensure she works to her full potential. 
Councilor Plotts asked how her attendance was.  Mr. Foltz said that it was great. 
 
Councilor Katlong moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to Authorize the Re-
Hire of Grace Goodell for the Summer Mowing Position.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Trout asked about painting sidewalks near crosswalks.  Mr. Foltz said that this is on his 
list now that the weather is drying out. 
 
Mayor and Council Reports 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he attended the Planning meeting last week and they discussed a 
change to the zoning code to address camping as well as siding materials.  Mrs. Cook said that 
this is for new construction, meaning new homes with the accessory structure.  Councilor 
Baughman said that he thinks it should be any new construction.  Mrs. Cook said that if this was 
the intent then it needs to be discussed and clarified so that everyone is on the same page. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that she had a couple of complaints on speed on SE Fairview and SE Hazel.  
Sgt. Klein is aware of this and will be adding them to the focus patrol. 
 
Councilor Plotts reminded everyone of the awards night tomorrow night. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that there is a large pothole on NE 4th Avenue.  Mayor Kirsch asked of 
public works is aware of this.  Councilor Trout will speak with Mr. Foltz about this pothole. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that he noticed that the lawn service bill for this month is much higher than the 
previous bill for the Reid House and asked about the lawn care being done and what could cause 
the difference in cost.  Mrs. Cook said that she has asked that before any work is done it be 
approved by the Public Works Supervisor.  This may not be happening.   
 
Councilor Plotts asked if the bills are itemized.  Mrs. Cook said that the bills are itemized so they 
can be viewed to see the difference in price.  The payment for this past billing will include a 
notation that before any further bills are paid the work must first be authorized by the City. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he will be attending a roundtable in Stayton next Tuesday regarding the 
Detroit Dam project.  There was also an invitation to attend a meeting at Senator Merkley’s office 
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that he is unable to attend.  If anyone else would like to go the information can be provided to 
them. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


