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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, April 22, 2014 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Susann Heller, Justin Merrill, Fred Smith, and Thorin Thacker.  Staff members in 
attendance: City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Ted Buck, Ann Carey, Nancy Horning, Roel Lundquist and Bill 
Sanderson. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Councilor Heller said that she is on the Library Board and Chairperson so this should be 
declared. 
 
Councilor Baughman has a conflict with the SE Fairview Street Improvement Project. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Kirsch noted that an amended set of minutes including a statement about meter reading 
shadowing has been provided for the Council. 
 
Councilor Merrill moved and was seconded by Councilor Smith, to approve items a, Approval 
of the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting, April 8, 2014, b; Approval of Minutes of 
Special City Council Meeting, April 16, 2014, c; Approval of Minutes of Budget Committee 
Meeting, April 16, 2014, d; Approval of Accounts Payable and e; Approval of OLCC Liquor 
License Renewals for the Following Businesses: 

1. Broadway Videos & More   233 SW Broadway Street 
2. Mill City Market    829 S 1

st
 Avenue 

3. J&S Deli & Pub    100 SE Juniper Street 
4. Trio Tavern     815 SW Linn Boulevard, 

of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT: None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  Nancy Horning, SW 1

st
 Avenue, said that the 

Chamber of Commerce is hoping to receive permission to close Wall Street during the Dog Daze 
event to allow for a business faire and music for visitors to have a place to relax and enjoy 
themselves throughout the day. 
 
Councilor Merrill asked if this would be the entire street.  Ms. Horning said that, yes, the entire 
street would need to be closed to through traffic.  There was a suggestion that the school area be 
used instead.  Councilor Merrill said that he would prefer the area near the school to allow for 
traffic circulation. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked if the access that the City uses to get to the shop on Wall Street would be 
enough room to host this event and still have traffic flow.  Ms. Horning said that this location may 
work and she will look into it. 
 
Ms. Horning has already been in contact with business owners and non-profits that have voiced 
interest in participating in this event. 
 
Ms. Horning said that the Chamber is hosting a Blues & Brew at the Elkhorn Valley Inn on June 
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28
th
.  Tickets are $20/pp and can be purchased at US Bank.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
SCA Grant – SE Fairview Street Project: The SE Fairview Street Improvement Project bid 
recommendation and award was made on Wednesday, April 16 at a special meeting held just 
prior to the scheduled Budget meeting.  The Notice of Award has been provided to North Santiam 
Paving.  The contract has been signed by all except the City Attorney.  It is with him now for final 
approval and signature. 
 
Mrs. Cook added that John Ashley is in the process of setting a pre-construction meeting for 
sometime next week. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that when John Ashley was hired he promised that he would do some 
research to get up-to-date on the City and asked about getting proof that this has happened. 
 
City Hall Parking Lot Lighting/Flag Lighting/ADA Doors: Last spring staff obtained quotes for 
electrical work to be completed at City Hall.  After review at the Council level it was determined 
that a more detailed work outline should be drafted and provided to contractors for bids.  Council 
reviewed the items within the bid and discussed priorities which were automatic door openers, 
walkway lighting and flag lighting. 

 
Staff has provided Councilor Baughman with copies of documents requested in order to move 
forward with outlining a bid document.  Councilor Baughman has been working on the bid 
information and at the February 25 meeting provided copies of the proposed scope of work for 
potential bidders.  At that time it was noted that additional research about electronic door openers 
should be done so that this might possibly be included with the lighting bids. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he can’t scale out what he has so he and Mrs. Cook will be looking 
at the hard copy to see if there is a scale on it that can be used.  There also needs to be 
confirmation that a 2” conduit is across the parking lot. 
 
Roel Lundquist asked if there is thought of putting an enclosure around the pad for the trash 
cans.  Mayor Kirsch said that there will be an enclosure eventually. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant: I have contacted ODOT again to try to get information 
concerning signage for Hwy 22.  I am in contact with ODOT Regional Traffic Engineer, Dorothy 
Upton to identify which signs would best suit our needs. 
 
Mrs. Cook added that she now has the section of the Uniform Traffic Code necessary to 
determine what can be done as far as signage along the highway. 
 
Meter Reader: The Council directed staff to re-advertise the meter reader position.  The 
advertisement has been placed on the City’s website as well as in the local newspaper.  We have 
received one new application and one request to reconsider a previous applicant so far.  It is my 
hope that we can interview applicants within the next two weeks and have a recommendation to 
Council by the first meeting in May. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Proclamation – Arey Podrabsky Day; June 6, 2014:  Mayor Kirsch said that he was contacted by 
the family of Arey Podrabsky about his upcoming 100

th
 birthday.  As a result, Mayor Kirsch has 

requested a proclamation declaring June 6, 2014 “Arey Podrabsky Day” in honor of his 100
th
 

birthday.   
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A celebration has been set for June 7

, 
2014.  Mayor Kirsch will present the proclamation and a 

key to the City to Mr. Podrabsky at his birthday party on June 7
th
 at the Gates Fire Hall. 

 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller to Ratify Mayor’s 
Proclamation Declaring June 6, 2014 “Arey Podrabsky Day”.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
 
Proclamation – Mental Health Month; May 2014: The Linn County Mental health Advisory Board 
has requested that all cities in the County join with them in an effort to bring mental health to the 
forefront, increasing awareness and encouraging treatment.  A proclamation declaring such has 
been drafted per Mayor Kirsch’s direction. 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Merrill to Ratify Mayor’s 
Proclamation Declaring May “Mental Health Month”.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
SW Douglas & 6

th
 Ave Tree: Over the last six months with the heavy winds that have gone 

through our area a tree at the corner of SW 6
th
 Avenue and SW Douglas Street has lost three 

very large limbs in the street.  Rodger Buyes, White Peak Tree Trimming, was asked to take a 
look at the tree and provide a quote for removal.  Mr. Buyes indicates on his quote that there is 
rot in the trunk, which is causing the limbs to keep breaking off.  The owner of the adjacent home 
was notified of the potential that this tree may straddle the property line.  After measuring from 
both the north and east edges of the home it looks as though the tree does, in fact, straddle the 
line and sits both on the property and within the right-of-way. 
 
Charles McConnell, owner, has been advised of this and has indicated that he would be willing to 
split the cost of removing the tree with the City. 
 
Mr. Buyes’ quote has been included for consideration.  If the Council wishes to proceed with 
splitting the cost of removal, staff will ask Mr. McConnell to provide written documentation of his 
intent to cover half of the cost of removal prior to proceeding with the work. 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to Authorize White 
Peak Tree Trimming to Remove Tree at SW 6

th
 Avenue and SW Douglas Street at a cost of 

$475.00 to be Shared 50/50 with Property Owner, Charles McConnell.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Request for Use of Parking Lot – July 3, 2014:  Mrs. Cook declared a conflict of interest as her 
eldest son will benefit from this event as a graduating senior. 
 
The 2015 Drug & Alcohol Free Graduation Committee has agreed to sponsor the street dance for 
the 4

th
 of July Celebration this summer and use it as a fundraiser for their cause.  While 

discussing the details of the event the biggest question was finding a location that would allow 
people to participate in the street dance while keeping them close to the park vendors and 
providing an ability to “contain” attendees.  The Committee determined that the best location is 
the City Hall parking lot.  This location would allow for easy barricades (hay bales or similar) as 
well as for chaperones to easily monitor those coming in and going out. 
 
The Committee will be completing a building request as well to allow for use of the lobby only, 
however; staff felt it prudent to advise the Council and request permission to block off the parking 
lot since this is not in the usual scope of use. 
 
The 4

th
 of July Committee is hoping that the Graduation Committee can make this a successful 

fundraiser that each Graduation Committee in future years will look to on an annual basis.  This 
would bring back a highly anticipated event to the 4

th
 of July Celebration that the youth of the area 

look forward to each summer. 
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Councilor Baughman said that a port-a-potties should be considered. 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller to Authorize 2015 Drug & 
Alcohol Free Graduation Committee Use of City Hall Parking Lot on Thursday, July 3, 2014.  The 
motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Letter of Request – Mill City Library: Library Board Chair Susann Heller has submitted a letter 
asking that maintenance issues be addressed at the library building.  Those items include: 
 

1. Replace old ceiling tiles 
2. Add cover over front door 
3. Replace furnace filters regularly 
4. Shampoo carpet regularly 

  
Most of these items are fairly minimal cost and can be taken care of in the next fiscal year.  If the 
Council would like to explore placing a cover over the entry staff will need to check into cost prior 
to proceeding. 
 
Councilor Heller passed around photos of leak stained ceiling tiles in the library.  The biggest 
leaks are near the front door and windows and the thought is that with a small awning on the front 
of the building it could lessen the problem. 
 
Consensus to check cost for placement of an awning and get estimates for replacement of the 
roof. 
 
Letter of Request – Mill City Fire Dept. – 4

th
 of July: The Mill City Rural Fire Protection District has 

submitted their annual request for use of the WWTP site for the annual 4
th
 of July fireworks 

display.  The City must give permission for the use and the Fire Department provides us with a 
certificate of liability insurance covering the event. 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller to Authorize the Mill City 
Rural fire Protection District Use of the WWTP on July 4, 2014 for the Annual Fireworks Display.  
The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Smith said that Mr. Lundquist has volunteered to paint fire hydrants for the City if paint 
and paintbrushes are supplied. 
 
Councilor Merrill said that he was approached about whether people can paint their own 
hydrants.  Evidently it has already been done on one hydrant in town and a flower bed has been 
put around it. 
 
Consensus to allow Mr. Lundquist to purchase up to $100 of paint and supplies at Kelly Lumber 
to paint hydrants as needed.  
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
OPRD Planning Grant:  Mrs. Cook said that with the approval of the accounts payables this 
evening she can officially say that the OPRD Planning Grant, which assisted the City in drafting 
our Parks Master Plan (PMP) is complete, adding that she dropped off a copy of the final PMP 
and the adopting Ordinance to OPRD in Salem as she went through to Portland on Friday, April 
11.  The final report for the grant was emailed to Mark Cowan, OPRD Grant Program 
Coordinator, on Tuesday, April 15. 
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Medical Marijuana Moratorium Ordinance:  The Ordinance enacting a moratorium on medical 
marijuana dispensaries in Mill City has been signed by the Mayor and notification has been given 
to the State of its enactment. 
 
The Planning Commission will begin looking at code language which addresses medical 
marijuana dispensaries within the City but plans to wait at least six months to see what, if any, 
modifications to the law the State enacts. 
 
Notice of Victims Rights – Linn County DA:  Last week the City received notification that the driver 
involved in the DUII crash that took out our hydrant as well as a number of other items has been 
charged with a crime.  As such, included with this notice was paperwork advising us of our rights 
as a victim of the crime. 
 
Total costs have been calculated at $3007.06, which includes hydrant replacement and staff time.  
While this will be provided to the driver’s insurance company when they contact us, it has not yet 
happened and therefore, Mrs. Cook felt it prudent to include the costs on the victims paperwork 
provided to us by the Linn County District Attorney’s Office for purposes of determining total 
restitution costs. 
 
Should the insurance company cover the costs prior to restitution being set staff will immediately 
notify the DA’s office so that the cost can be deducted from the overall restitution figure. 
 
Goal Setting Session – April 29, 2014:  Mrs. Cook reminded the Council that the Goal Setting 
Session is set for next Tuesday, April 29, 2014 at 6:00p.m. 
 
Burned Nail Salon – SW Broadway St.:  Mrs. Cook said that she has spoken with the family that 
owns the burned out nail salon building on SW Broadway Street.  The intent is to close off the 
structure with plywood.  The building will be listed for sale, as is.  Should it not sell, the family 
intends to tear the structure down.  However, that is cost prohibitive at this time. 
 
The Council asked staff to look into the City’s codes as well as Linn County’s codes to determine 
whether there is an ability to require the property owner to either tear the structure down or fix it 
immediately. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch and Councilors Baughman, Heller and Thacker had nothing to report. 

 
Councilor Merrill said that NW 5

th
 Avenue needs to be the focus of our next street improvement. 

 
Councilor Smith said that Mr. Dickinson has not done any work on the fire hydrant. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that it might be considered having a Linn County Inmate Work Crew come do 
clearing of weeds and bushes before they get out of control. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


