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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, April 14, 2020 
 
 
This meeting was broadcast by KYAC 94.9 FM.  
 
Council President Trout opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present 
were Janet Zeyen-Hall, Brett Katlong, Dawn Plotts, and Steve Winn.  Mayor Kirsch arrived at 6:49 
PM. Staff members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook and City Clerk/Reid House 
Facilitator, Tree Fredrickson. City Attorney Jim McGehee was present by phone. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Sgt. Greg Klein, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, Bev Thacker, Sherri 
Caldwell and Ken Cartwright of KYAC Radio. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Council President Tony Trout 
stated that anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda 
may say so at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Katlong moved and was seconded by Councilor Zeyen-Hall, to approve items a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of March 24, 2020, b; Approval of Accounts 
Payable, c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Report, March 2020, d; Approval of 
OLCC Liquor License Renewals for the Following Businesses:  

i. 7-Eleven #38796A     200 NW Santiam Blvd 
ii. Mill City Grill   100 SE Juniper St. 
iii. Mill City Market  829 S 1st Ave. 
iv. Trio Tavern (on/off prem.) 815 SW Linn Blvd. 

e; Approval of Plan of Action to Address Deficiencies as Outlined in Accuity, LLC Internal Control 
Letter Dated December 30, 2019, f; Ratification of Closure of SW 4th Avenue. Between SW 
Broadway Street and SW Cedar Street March 27, 2020 for Street Cuts Related to the SCSD 
Project, and g; Ratification of Closure of SW 2nd Avenue Between SW Evergreen Street and SW 
Cedar Street on April 7, 2020 for Water Line Work Related to the SCSD Project. Mrs. Cook polled 
the council. The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS – None. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:  Sgt Greg Klein gave the LCSO report for the month of 
March.  
 
Councilor Plotts thanked Sgt. Klein for his persistence with the unlawful camper that was parked 
on Wall Street, as well as the deputies who cleaned the campsite from the island in the river. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING SUPPLENTAL BUDGET – FY 2019-2020: Councilor Trout opened the public 
hearing for the Supplemental Budget for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 at 6:37 PM.  
 
Mrs. Cook stated that public testimony would be taken via telephone by calling 503-930-8256 
between 6:40 PM and 6:45 PM. 
 
Mrs. Cook said the most recent audit for the City showed that the estimated ending fund balance 
in the General Fund was underestimated. Resolution No. 847 revises the beginning fund balance 
for the 2019-2020 budget within the General Fund, increasing the total to $1,053,577.00. This 
incorporates the cash carry over, includes an additional $20,000+/- in building permit revenue 
before June 30, 2020.  
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This Resolution allocates $80,000 of the revenue to “Administration & Finance” for the permit 
expenditures and $55,000 to “Parks & Facilities – C/O” for expenses related to the Mill City Falls 
parking lot. 
 
As with the General Fund, the Street Fund also had a higher balance. Resolution No. 847 
outlines the changes to the Street Fund including an increase of $21,000 to the beginning fund 
balance and an allocation of the same amount to “Personnel Services” to cover underestimated 
expenditures related to insurance and PERS.  
 
Councilor Trout called for public testimony. A five minute call-in time from 6:40 PM to 6:45 PM 
was reserved for those unable to attend the meeting due to COVID19 concerns. There were no 
calls at this time. 
 
Mayor Kirsch arrived at the meeting. 
 
Councilor Trout closed the public hearing at 6:50 PM. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to Approve the 
Supplemental Budget as Presented and to Adopt Resolution No. 847 – Adopting a Supplemental 
Budget for the General Fund and Street Fund, and Making Appropriations for the 2019-2020 
Fiscal Year. The motion passed (5:0:1) with Mayor Kirsch abstaining. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: Mrs. Cook said that the leak amounts are average for this time of the 
year. 
 
A five-year Water System Survey was recently completed by the Linn County Health Department. 
The City has received an Outstanding Performer rating.  
 
PRESENTATIONS: Skate Park Financial Update SKATE. 
 
Bev Thacker, SKATE representative, asked the City Council to approve the skate park plans as 
presented, which were approved by the Planning Commission at their November 19, 2019 
meeting. Ms. Thacker stated that until the plans are approved by the City, SKATE cannot proceed 
with fundraising efforts needed to complete the skate park. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the Planning Commission’s approval was for the initial design submitted with 
a recommendation that the restrooms be included as a permanent structure and that a time frame 
for financing and initial construction of the project be included in the development agreement.  
 
As the owner of the property, the City Council is responsible for final approval of the skate park 
design, construction phases, and financial plan. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked for the projected cost of the project and noted that he is concerned that the 
required bathrooms, sidewalks and other street improvements will not be completed once the 
‘bowl’ is built.  
 
Mayor Kirsch said that there is approximately $49,900 in the SKATE fund to complete Phase I 
which is a 1,800 sq. ft. “bowl only”.  There are no construction expenditures noted in this budget 
worksheet, only those funds used for design and administrative costs.  
 
Mrs. Cook recommended that the financial plan be provided to the City Planner for review and 
that City Council take the time to fully review the budget and plans submitted by SKATE before 
making a final decision. 
 
Mayor Kirsch stated that he is very familiar with construction costs and that $50,000 won’t be 
enough to complete phase I. 
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Councilor Zeyen-Hall asked Mayor Kirsch if the original agreement was to include the sidewalks 
and bathroom in Phase I. Mayor Kirsch stated that it does.  
 
To clarify, Mrs. Cook said that SKATE presented a plan to the Planning Commission with their 
proposed phases. When Council ultimately approves the skate park designs, it is their prerogative 
to determine which phasing plan moves forward. 
 
Mayor Kirsch requested the original cost estimate from Dreamland.  
 
Ms. Thacker said that, in the interim, porta-potties could be brought in, the Oddfellows will open 
Stewart’s Hall for use and there are the public bathrooms on Wall Street. She again stated that 
the plan cannot go forward until the City approves the plans and then sidewalks and permanent 
bathrooms can be constructed in a later phase.  
 
Mayor Kirsch stated that he is not in favor of the suggested blue porta-potties at the site and that 
Stewart’s Hall may not always be open.  
 
Mrs. Cook said that there are other items that need to be addressed before Council moves 
forward. The phasing options need to be reviewed; a full preliminary cost estimate including all 
infrastructure is required; and a full financing plan which includes how each of the phases will be 
financed needs to be approved by Council.  
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the Council was just formally presented with the plans and proposed 
budget this evening. He did take the time to look through the submittals and was under the 
understanding that Council was to just receive these documents tonight during the presentation 
and then come back at a later date to make a decision.  
 
Mayor Kirsch thanked SKATE for all their hard work on this project and said that he would still like 
to see a cost breakdown and budget.  
 
Mayor Kirsch asked when a meeting could be held to fully review these documents. Mrs. Cook 
said that the second meeting in April (April 28) would be a good time for a work session. This will 
be the only subject that will be discussed at this meeting.    
 
Marion White Volunteerism Award:  Mayor Kirsch asked for Sherri Cardwell to come forward. 
Mayor Kirsch said that Ms. Cardwell has been volunteering a lot around the community since she 
came to Mill City. Mayor Kirsch stated that Sherri Cardwell is the 2020 Marion White 
Volunteerism Award recipient and read the following before presenting Ms. Cardwell with a 
plaque; The 2020 Marion White Volunteerism Award Recipient began volunteering within the 
community shortly after her arrival. Service includes holding positions on various boards and 
commissions including Hearts2Arts, SKATE, the North Santiam Eagles where she has chaired 
the Hot August Nights fundraising event since 2014, and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
Sherri has given her time to many fundraisers benefiting community groups and/or individuals, is 
a member of the Santiam Canyon Community Chorus and assists with planning the Mill City 4th of 
July Celebration. Sherri Cardwell is a dedicated member of our community, giving selflessly of 
herself to better the Canyon. The City of Mill City salutes her and thanks her for her tireless 
efforts. 
 
Mayor Kirsch personally thanked Sherri, stating that it is volunteers like her that really improves 
the livability of Mill City. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
EV Charging Station/Mill City Falls Parking: Pacific Power has drafted the documents necessary 
to continue to move forward on this project. A “Letter of Intent to Transfer”, which declares Mike 
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Erdman’s intention to transfer his parcel on NE Wall Street to the City upon completion of the 
parking lot improvements; a “Right-of-Way Easement” which grants PacifiCorp a perpetual 
easement for the existing power pole and lines in Mill City Falls Park and for the vault and service 
rack that will be installed for the EV Charging Stations; an “Easement for Public Access” which 
grants PacifiCorp a perpetual easement for the use of the EV Charging Stations by the general 
public; and a Grant Agreement, which outlines the City’s contribution toward the EV Charging 
Station/Parking Lot improvements. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee is currently reviewing and making language changes on these 
documents but has given his approval on the language in the Letter of Intent to Transfer. Once 
final changes have been made and both the City and PacifiCorp are in agreement on the 
language, the two easements and the grant agreement will need to be approved by Council. 
 
PacifiCorp has indicated that they plan to begin work on the parking lot as soon as possible, with 
a completion date of late summer/early fall of 2020. 
 
Reid House Update: Staff has been working to get estimated costs for remodeling the Reid 
House. Bids for the roof replacement are due on Tuesday, April 21st. Once each Reid House 
Committee member has had an opportunity to review the information and make comments, the 
next step will be to bring the outline of project elements and costs to the Council. It is the hope of 
the Committee that a City Council meeting can be held at the Reid House, walking from room to 
room explaining what is wanted and what changes will be made. This will give the Council a 
better idea of what the costs truly are. If this is not possible due the social distancing 
requirements, a PowerPoint will be presented. 
 
TIGER Grant Update: The SOB Committee, staff and Linn County held a teleconference last 
week to look at the status of the TIGER Grant project. The final designs for the Railroad Bridge 
and Broadway Street improvement project are currently being worked on. The SOB committee is 
still working on several items, including interpretive language for the signs that will be placed near 
the Railroad Bridge. In addition, the SOB’s and staff are looking at lighting options and designs 
for the bus shelter that will be placed on N.E. Wall Street.  
 
Bids for the 1st Avenue traffic bridge are due Tuesday, April 21, 2020. At this time, it is hopeful 
that a contract will be awarded and entered into within the next few weeks. Linn County can then 
move forward and get the necessary agreements in place so they can resume the same schedule 
that was anticipated for the bridge shut down.  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
COVID-19 Update: Mrs. Cook has been participating in teleconferences held by the League of 
Oregon Cities for the past few weeks. During last week’s call, Senator Merkley spoke and 
indicated that a fourth round of funding is being drafted at the federal level. It has been noted that 
infrastructure dollars are high on the priority list for inclusion in this funding. If dollars are allocated 
within the bill to be used for infrastructure, this could be a great opportunity for Mill City. 
 
If it looks as if infrastructure funding will be included, an outline of as many potential projects as 
possible in Mill City should be done. Then a determination as to what, if any, can be made 
“shovel ready” quickly.  
 
Concerning the most recent COVID-19 Executive Order, the Governor has extended the current 
restrictions indefinitely. On Wednesday, April 8, 2020, Governor Brown officially declared the 
face-to-face school year completed, which means that students will finish out the 2019-2020 
school year via distance learning. The Santiam Canyon School District is doing what they can to 
find available wifi access for students. A modem has been installed at City Hall which piggybacks 
on the City’s internet access for students to use. IT will work with SCTC to ensure the connection 
keeps a secure break between the student access and the City’s. 
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Seniors that were on track to graduate are officially ‘graduated’ and, to honor all graduating 
seniors, the school’s football field lights will be turned on at 8:20 PM for 20 minutes this Friday. 
The public is allowed to come and show their support. However, they will not be allowed on the 
field. 
 
Mayor Kirsch emphasized that everyone should make sure their source of information on this 
virus is factual as there is a lot of misinformation out there. Hopefully this pandemic will end soon 
and people can get back to their lives and the economy can come back as well. 
 
City Clerk/Reid House Facilitator Review: Councilor Katlong stated that he will abstain from voting 
on this issue as Mrs. Fredrickson is his aunt.  
 
Mrs. Cook said that City Clerk/Reid House Facilitator Tree Fredrickson has completed six months 
of employment with the City. Per the personnel handbook, a performance review was done. Mrs. 
Cook recommended Mrs. Fredrickson for permanent appointment with a one-step salary 
increase.  
 
Councilor Plotts moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to Accept the Recommendation 
of Permanent Appointment of Tree Fredrickson to the Position of City Clerk/Reid House 
Facilitator and to Grant a One Step Salary Increase from Step 1; $16.86/hr to Step 2; $17.53/hr 
based on a Satisfactory Review. The motion passed (5:0:1) with Councilor Katlong abstaining. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report:  
 
List of On-going Old Business News – The list of on-going old business items was provided for 
review. 
 
City Attorney Report:  Mr. McGehee, speaking via telephone, said that he will be working on 
nuisance items. 
 
Councilor Trout asked Mr. McGehee if he was aware that the Hoeye property on Cedar and 4th 
was sold to the school district. Councilor Katlong stated that a whole day was spent cleaning this 
lot in preparation for numerous loads of rock. Mr. McGehee said that he was aware of this sale. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch, Councilors Zeyen-Hall, Plotts, Trout and Winn had nothing to report. 

 
Councilor Katlong said that there were issues today with a broken water main and a broken 
sewer line. Public Works spent the day fixing these two issues. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None scheduled 
 
Mayor Kirsch thanked Ken Cartwright and KYAC 94.9 FM for broadcasting tonight’s meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


