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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, April 14, 2015 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long.  Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, City Engineer John Ashley, Planning 
Advisor David Kinney and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Dennis Chamberlin, Russ Foltz, Brandon Haraughty, 
Marge Henning, Nancy Kelle, Roel Lundquist, Chuck McCauley, Dawn Plotts, Bill Sanderson and 
LCSO Deputy Chris Titus. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   Councilor Long gave a brief update stating that he has spent some 
time reviewing timesheets for public works.  This was to assist with the recruitment process.  The 
Public Works Supervisor was called out 25 times in the last year and the Maintenance Worker 
twice on weekends or holidays.  The Public Works Supervisor was called out 11 times after hours 
on workdays.   
 
The daily logs have been reviewed as well.  Councilor Long requested clarification from Jerry 
Curtis, Maintenance Worker, on “daily routine” that is on each log.  This includes visiting each 
sewer pump station, the sewer plant, the well site and the restrooms.  Mr. Curtis informed 
Councilor Long that he has requested the assistance of retired Public Works Supervisor John 
Dickinson on two occasions; once for an hour and a half review of sewer plant operations and 
once to assist with the installation of the well site generator, which took two hours. 
 
Costs for pumping the sewer plant need to be obtained for budgetary purposes. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mrs. Cook stated that the minutes have been modified to bring the executive session forward to 
just after the resignation of the Public Works Supervisor item.  This better reflects that the actions 
taken at the end of the meeting were, in fact, after the executive session. 
 
Councilor Baughman pulled item ‘b’ and Councilor Heller requested item ‘d’ be discussed. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis , to approve items a, Approval of 
the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting, March 24, 2015, as amended, and c; 
Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, March 2015, of the consent agenda.  
Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman asked about the payment to Pacific Power Group, LLC stating that the 
payment is due to damage caused by a recent power outage and he feels the City should submit 
a claim to Pacificorp as there are many other claims being submitted for this same outage.  Mrs. 
Cook said that this is something staff has discussed but she is not certain that a claim has been 
submitted. 
 
Councilor Baughman  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to approve item b; 
Approval of Accounts Payable, of the consent agenda.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Heller said that she has been told there have been several incidents at the Trio Tavern 
and she is concerned that the City is approving a license for this establishment.  Mayor Thacker 
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said that incident in question at the Trio did not have anything to do with serving this person, 
rather the person being mentally unstable. 
 
Councilor Heller moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to approve item d; 
Approval of OLCC Liquor License Renewals for the Following Businesses: 

1. Broadway Videos & More   233 SW Broadway Street 
2. Mill City Market    829 SW Broadway Street 
3. J&S Deli & Pub    100 SE Juniper Street 
4. Trio Tavern     815 SW Linn Boulevard 

The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Dawn Plotts, SW Linn Blvd, said that she would like 
to request that the City rescind its offer on the old Hoover property.  Mrs. Plotts said that she 
understands that this offer was in part, because of the metal building and she feels there is a lot 
of work that needs to be done to the building when these funds can be used to build a new 
building on city-owned property by the WWTP.  Mrs. Plotts added that she does not want to have 
the skatepark put in this location.  In addition, Mrs. Plotts does not feel the size of the skatepark 
she has heard is being proposed is what the citizens want or need.  Mrs. Plotts asked the Council 
to take a public vote of the community as to whether they want to have a skatepark in town. 
 
Mrs. Plotts asked when plans for a skatepark would be revealed and whether public comment on 
the type and location will be taken. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 2015 Mill City Comprehensive Plan Update – Deliberation 
 
David Kinney, Planning Advisor, stated that the Planning Commission held their deliberation on 
Friday, March 27, 2015.  There were a few matters brought forth during the public hearing 
including comments about inclusion of jobs in the community and availability of industrial sites for 
development.  The Planning Commission felt that this information is beyond the scope of the 
Comprehensive Plan update. 
 
The second issue is the inclusion of information regarding the Oregon Connections Academy be 
included.  Language has been drafted to include a brief update on this. 
 
It was noted that the property that the Trio Tavern sits on should be changed within this update to 
Central Commercial.  Mr. Kinney said that he spoke with DLCD regarding this request and was 
advised that because the zone change was not included in the initial notification to DLCD and 
public hearing notices, it would have to be done and a new hearing held in order to be included. 
 
There are two options; the property owner can apply for a zone change or the Council can direct 
the Planning Commission to initiate a zone change application.  If the Council were to direct the 
initiation of a zone change then the City would bear all costs related to the application, 
notifications and hearing. 
 
There was a request to lessen the number of properties zoned for multi-residential family use.  
The property owner who brought this forth has the option of applying for a zone change should 
they choose to do so.  The second area in question is that south of SE Fairview.  This area is 
zoned multi-family but has the ability to be redeveloped into larger parcels.  The Planning 
Commission’s recommendation was to leave both of these areas as is. 
 
If the Council approves the amendment this evening then the first reading of the Ordinance can 
be one.  Marion County would like to do their review and approval between the first and second 
reading by the City. 
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Councilor Baughman noted a potential conflict of interest because he owns land within Mill City. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if changes can be made to the document prior to the ten year review.  
Mr. Kinney said that amendments can be done to the document at any time so long as 
notifications are sent. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he would have like to have seen the zone change for the Trio 
included as it would have assisted a tax payer in saving funds when the City was already in the 
process of holding a hearing. 
 
Councilor Long asked if the citizens that brought up questions were notified of the Planning 
Commission’s decision.  Mr. Kinney said that Frances Villwock spoke with Frances Thomas and 
letters were sent to the two citizens regarding the industrial lands and jobs. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Read Ordinance No. XXX for 
First Reading by Title Only.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook read Ordinance No. XXX by title only. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  1st Avenue Drainage Basin Study John Ashley, City Engineer 
 
John Ashley gave a brief review on the 1st Avenue South Drainage Basin Study stating that this 
basin runs from 1st Avenue to Kingwood, up to Broadway and over to SE 6th Avenue.  There is 
roughly 92 acres in this basin that primarily drains out through SE Fairview Street.  The existing 
system is in need of cleaning.  However, with the lack of curb and gutters in Mill City, infiltration of 
the basin is working okay at this time.  Most of this system is undersized.  A table of proposed 
basin improvements along with cost estimates has been included in the report.  There are two 
areas that are not within right-of-way; between SE Grove Street and SE Fairview Street and the 
section that goes through Kimmel Park. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked about redirecting some of the flow toward SE 4th Avenue instead of 
to 1st Avenue.  Mr. Ashley said that the slope at SE 2nd Avenue causes drainage to go toward S 
1st Avenue, which would require finding a way to redirect the drainage. 
 
It was noted that a maintenance program should be implemented to try to deter the need for 
major improvements. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Business Loan Program:  Mayor Thacker said that at the Distressed Communities Workshop he 
asked about funding for this program and was pleased with the response from agencies in 
attendance about assistance they may be able to provide. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant:  A meeting with Dave Curran will be happening this 
week to discuss the possible signs and locations. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked that he be advised of when Mr. Curran is here so he can bring up a few 
other issues. 
 
Mill City Falls – Hammond Park Restroom Project:  A cost estimate of $110,000 for a two stall, 
men’s and women’s restroom with all stainless steel fixtures.  Councilor Keen said that she has 
had a lot of experience putting in restrooms for the Forest Service and has contact information for 
companies that can provide the same kind of product. 
 
Mr. Kinney said that there needs to be some survey work and site planning work done prior to 
issuance of an RFP. 
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Substation Heat Pump Claim:  Mrs. Cook said that the claim for the heat pump has been 
processed and it looks as though, after depreciation and deductible, we will be receiving a 
reimbursement of just under $1300 on the $2800+ cost for replacement. 
 
Medical Marijuana Dispensaries:  Mrs. Cook said that the Planning Commission has requested 
direction from the Council regarding the legality of issuing a business license for medical 
marijuana dispensaries within the City as well as a directive to draft code language for hours of 
operation, location and manner of enforcement. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee said that the bigger issue will be recreational marijuana.  There is the 
ability to extend the moratorium but a resolution doing so must be adopted before the May 1, 
2015 deadline.  Mr. McGehee suggested extending the moratorium to May 1, 2016 to allow the 
Planning Commission time to work on code language. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Extend the Medical 
Marijuana Dispensary Moratorium for One Year to May 1, 2016.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Plastic Bags/Biodegradable Code:  Mayor Thacker said that he has requested that this item be on 
the agenda for discussion.  There is an abundance of garbage along N 1st Avenue and NE Wall 
Street as well as in Hammond Park.  This issue has been brought up and adopted in other cities 
throughout the state and nations and there are some states that are looking to implement a ban. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked if the Council would like to work on implementing a code for the City of Mill 
City.  Councilor Follis said that she would like to see at least an option of being able to choose 
paper bags rather than plastic bags. 
 
Councilor Keen said that she feels the City should try education.  Councilor Heller suggested 
requiring that any bags be biodegradable.  Councilor Baughman agreed with the biodegradable 
suggestion.  Councilor Keen said that there are other items besides bags that need to be 
addressed.  Councilor Follis said she is in agreement.  Councilor Long said that in general he is 
opposed to the government interfering in businesses.  However, Councilor Long is not opposed to 
getting rid of plastic bags. 
 
SKATE Fundraiser – Concerts in Kimmel Park:  Mayor Thacker said that the last two years the 
Mill City Skatepark Committee has held fundraisers/events during the Dog Daze event.  SKATE is 
hoping to host a concert in the park on Dog Daze this year.  Since SKATE is a registered non 
profit they are no longer eligible to be covered under the City’s insurance.  Mayor Thacker said 
that SKATE would like the City to co-sponsor the event 
 
Cheryl Lundquist asked who would be paying for the security, port-a-potties and OLCC.  Mayor 
Thacker said that SKATE would cover these and the Trio Tavern would deal with anything 
concerning the OLCC permitting. 
 
Electronic Open Sign:  Mrs. Cook said that last month staff was directed to research electronic 
open signs.  Options are included in the packet, however, staff would like to hold off on 
purchasing the signs at this time unless there is a need in the future to do so. 
 
Councilor Keen said there is one at her office and she feels they are tacky. 
 
Councilor Long said that he disagrees that the information about City Hall hours is widely 
understood by the citizens but he does not object to holding off on getting signs at this time but 
efforts need to continue in getting the word out that new hours are in place. 
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Consensus to hold off on purchasing an electronic open sign at this time. 
 
Railroad Bridge Insurance Coverage:  Mrs. Cook said that the City’s insurance agent, Bo 
Lindemann, has asked whether the City wants to keep the insurance coverage on the railroad 
bridge at it’s current replacement cost coverage of $2000 per year or to change it to actual cash 
value at a rate of $1000 per year. 
 
Councilor Long said that he would like to know whether there is an exclusion for flood or 
earthquake before making a decision. 
 
Mrs. Cook will obtain the requested information and provide the answer to Council for further 
discussion. 
 
Mental Health Awareness Month Proclamation – May, 2015: Each year the City receives a 
request from the Linn County Mental Health Advisory Board to proclaim May as Mental Health 
Awareness Month.  A Proclamation has been drafted and is included for consideration. 
 
Councilor Heller  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Proclaim May as Mental 
Health Month Within the City of Mill City.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Public Works Supervisor Applicant Review Committee: Mayor Thacker said that he would like to 
have an interview committee set this evening so that the process can begin as soon as possible.  
Mayor Thacker recommended appointing Councilors Baughman and Long, himself, along with 
Planning Advisor David Kinney.  Mrs. Cook will also be involved in this process.  Mayor Thacker 
asked Mr. Kinney if he would be willing to draft a list of questions for the interview process.  At 
9:00 a.m. on Tuesday the committee will begin the review process and list of questions.  A date to 
begin interviews will be discussed at the April 21st meeting. 
 
Resolution No. 763 – Executive Session Media Policy: At the March 24 meeting staff was 
directed to draft a resolution adopting the Press Credentials, as presented.  Resolution No. 763 
includes the full policy document presented to Council on March 24. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Approve Resolution No. 763 
– Executive Session Media Policy.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 1 
 
Law Enforcement Services Contract:  Mayor Thacker said that he has requested a meeting with 
Sgt. Klein and Cpt. Guilford to review needs of the City prior to approving and signing the new 
contract. 
 
Mayor Thacker has invited Fire Chief Leland Ohrt and has asked Councilor Heller to attend as 
well.  Councilor Keen is also interested in attending the meeting. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report: 
 
Vacation – May 14-22, 2015:  Mrs. Cook will be on vacation May 14-22, 2015. 
 
Clean Up Day – Saturday, May 16, 2015: The annual clean up day is scheduled for Saturday, 
May 16, 2015.  If you or someone you know may be interested in volunteering, please contact 
Utility Billing/Court Clerk Kimberley Johnson.  With John Dickinson no longer employed with the 

                                                 
1 Resolution No. 763 adopted by the Council is renumbered as Resolution No. 764 to avoid a duplication of 
the number. 
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City there will be a need for additional assistance, including the use of a tractor.  Chuck McCauley 
stated that he is willing to volunteer to work the clean up day. 
 
SEI Deadline – Wednesday, April 15, 2015: The Statement of Economic Interest (SEI) is due or 
must be postmarked no later than April 15th. 
 
Distressed Communities Workshop Update: The Distressed Communities Workshop held 
Tuesday, April 7 was a very well attended session.  There were over 50 representatives from 
both State and Federal agencies.  Each agency heard the priorities for each community and 
spoke as to how their funding programs may assist.  A follow up meeting between agencies and 
individual cities will be scheduled to ensure that the forward movement continues. 
 
Meter Reader – Additional Hours/Use of Truck: Meter Reader Chuck McCauley has indicated that 
he is willing to work additional hours should the need arise in order to help Public Works 
Maintenance Worker Jerry Curtis.  Mr. McCauley may be of assistance with items such as 
mowing, hanging door hangers and general maintenance of grounds. 

 
Mr. McCauley has also requested use of the City’s second public works truck until such time as a 
new Public Works Supervisor is hired. 
 
Councilor Heller said that the insurance issue needs to be addressed regarding the use of the 
vehicle before allowing this. 
 
It was noted that there would be a very short timeframe in which Mr. McCauley could use the 
truck, depending upon when a new Public Works Supervisor is hired. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he is not opposed to the use of the truck but the insurance is an issue 
that needs to be addressed first. 
 
Copier Issues:  Mrs. Cook said that the copier is still having issues and it is not looking good for 
getting it fixed. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
Declaration of Nuisances:  Mr. McGehee said that there are two houses in town that are in need 
of clean up.  In order to do so the Council must declare them as a public nuisance.  The 
addresses are 128 SE Ivy Street and 361 SW 4th Avenue.  Mr. McGehee said that dollars need to 
be allocated for nuisance abatement. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that most of the time Utility Billing/Court Clerk Kimberley Johnson is doing a 
good job of getting compliance with most property owners.  However, there are some, such as 
the two noted, that are resisting. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Declare 128 SE Ivy Street 
and 361 SW 4th Avenue as Public Nuisances.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mayor Thacker said that Fire Chief Leland Ohrt notified him that there was an illegal burn of 
plastics and a camper is being torn apart and burned.  Mr. McGehee said that he would like Chief 
Ohrt to forward him a copy of his report on the illegal burn to DEQ. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that it was suggested that an illegal burn ordinance be adopted.  Mr. 
McGehee said he has some concerns with adopting an illegal burn ordinance but he will do 
research. 
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment:  Mr. McGehee said that he went to the Supreme Court Law Library 
for the cases regarding the non-ownership land.  The information has been drafted and should be 
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emailed to Linn County by Friday.  Once Linn County reviews it then that will make a decision as 
to whether we can file the quitclaim deed. 
 
Councilor Long asked how much money Mr. McGehee thinks should be included in the budget for 
nuisance abatement purposes.  Mr. McGehee said he would try for about $5000. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker  encouraged everyone to attend the Economic Summit on April 29 in Stayton.  
Councilor Thacker also asked about the Planning line item and whether we are in need of a 
supplemental budget.  Mrs. Cook said that staff is watching the line item and we are okay for 
now. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said there were two permits issued so far this month. 
 
Councilor Follis  said that she met with Fire Chief Leland Ohrt and went to both of the reservoirs.  
There is also a hydrant on 3rd that was too low.  The ground has been dug out around it but it has 
been this way for about two weeks and nothing else is happening.  There is a concern about this 
being a falling hazard.  Councilor Follis noted that a maintenance schedule for the hydrants 
needs to be implemented. 
 
Councilor Keen  said that she was approached by a group hoping to do a reunion in Kimmel 
Park.  They have asked how long approval for their request to have alcohol will take.  Mrs. Cook 
said that she spoke with one of the representatives last week and advised that once they have 
decided whether they are able to proceed with obtaining a certificate of liability insurance then the 
request will be put before the Council for consideration. 
 
Councilor Heller  gave the Linn County Sheriff’s report for the month of March. 
 
Councilor Long  asked about the availability of the budget for review prior to the upcoming 
meeting.  Mrs. Cook said that Finance Clerk Trisha Ruby is working to complete the budget but 
the issues with the copier have caused a delay.  Councilor Long asked that he be notified if the 
budget becomes available before the meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No executive session held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:37 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


