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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, April 11, 2017 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Brett Katlong, Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Staff members in 
attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, City Attorney Jim McGehee and Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Roy Bertolani, Ann Carey, Lt. Michelle Duncan, Linn County 
Sheriff’s Office, Dick Knowles, Linn County Mental Health Advisory Board, Roel Lundquist, Allison 
McKenzie, Gus Papazyan, Shannon Percy and Bill Sanderson. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Councilor Baughman noted a conflict of interest with an item in the payables and requested that 
this be pulled. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Baughman pulled item ‘f’ of the consent agenda. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the OLCC licenses were updated in the consent memo but not on the agenda 
as it was already copied.  The correct listing of license renewals is the memo, which includes J&S 
Deli and Trio Tavern. 
 
Councilor Trout asked why Trio Tavern has two different renewals.  Mrs. Cook said that they have 
two types of licenses that they apply for.  Councilor Katlong added that they sell alcohol on site 
and beer to go. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked what the municipal court refund to Wesley Goodell is.  Mrs. Cook said it 
is a refund on an already paid court fine that the judge authorized.  Councilor Katlong asked how 
much it is.  Mrs. Cook said it is $20.00. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman , to approve items a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of March 28, 2017, c; Acceptance of 
Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, March 2017, d; Approval of Waiver of Leak Charges 
to the Highest Consumption in the Previous Twelve Months for 745 NE Alder Street, e; Approval 
of OLCC Liquor License Renewals for the Following Businesses: 

i. Broadway Videos & More   233 SW Broadway St. 
ii. Mill City Market     829 S 1st Ave. 
iii. J&S Deli & Pub     100 SE Juniper St. 
iv. Trio Tavern     815 SW Linn Blvd., 

and, g; Approval of Proclamation Declaring May Mental Health Month in the City of Mill City, of 
the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he will not vote on the bills because of the billing from Mr. Kinney 
for a land use process he is involved with. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to approve item b; Approval of 
Accounts Payable.  The motion passed, (5:0:1) with Councilor Baughman abstaining. 
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Councilor Baughman asked if the $50 deposit is new or if it has always been in the resolution.  
Mrs. Cook said that it has always been in there.  Councilor Baughman asked what the rates for 
sewer are currently without the proposed increase.  Mrs. Cook stated the current rates and 
increases are: 
 

Residential - $38.52 to $42.00 
Residential NIP - $23.60 to $25.75 
Churches/Lodges w/food service - $48.40 to $52.75 
Restaurants/Businesses w/food service - $94.00 to $102.50 
High School Auditorium - $472.00 to $514.50 

 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to approve item f; 
Approval of Resolution No. 804 – Setting Sewer Rates, of the consent agenda.  The motion 
passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook will do a press release about the rate increases, add information to the website and 
include an article in the next newsletter.  The increase in rates will show on the May consumption, 
June billing. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Lt. Michelle Duncan, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, gave 
the Linn County Sheriff’s report for the month of March. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked if it was reported that someone tried to break into the Quonset hut a few 
days ago.  Lt. Duncan said that she is not aware of it at this time. 
 
Allison McKenzie, GROW EDC, asked if the activity is typical.  Lt. Duncan said that it is slightly up 
but still lower than the past few years. 
 
Ms. McKenzie asked if the Neighborhood Watch program is assisting with keeping crime down.  
Lt. Duncan said that it is helpful to preventing crime. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd., asked how Mill City’s crime rate relates to other contract cities 
within the County.  Lt. Duncan said that Mill City had great statistics for quite some time but there 
has been an increase in crime over the past year. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that in August the Neighborhood Watch program will hold a National Night 
Out event in City Hall’s parking lot and a deputy or two will be invited to attend. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz gave a report on the following 
items: 
 
Pump Report – This shows an extra million gallons than previous months but the wells kicked on 
at both the beginning and end of the month which could explain this increase. 
 
Sheriff’s Substation – The substation has been the main focus for the past month.  The flooring 
needs to be installed.  Thank you to Councilor Plotts for painting the room. 
 
Seasonal Mower – It is time to advertise for out seasonal mower if we are going to hire one. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that we need to change what we charge out for the public works 
employees.  The water service that was just installed for the new house on Fairview Mr. Foltz was 
only charged out at $37.00+ per hour.  He should be at least $50.00 per hour.  The nuisance 
mowing needs to have a set rate as well. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the fees for nuisance mowing were never addressed.  This means that 
whomever does the mowing is the fee we charge out, whether that be the seasonal mower or the 
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supervisor.  The work that is done is the actual rate per employee.  An administrative charge may 
be able to be tacked on.  Mrs. Cook said that we charge actual costs for this work.  Councilor 
Trout asked if we charge actual cost for administrative employees.  Councilor Katlong added that 
the equipment should also be included.  Mrs. Cook said that these are the questions that need to 
be answered in order to set the fees.  All fees need to be looked at and raised to be true costs. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that most cities tack on an administrative fee of 15% or 20% to cover the 
miscellaneous.  Councilor Keen said that there should be a minimum cost.  Mr. McGehee said 
that the city needs to be careful with setting minimum fees because you need to be able to justify 
costs. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that Black Rock Asphalt will honor his bid and the work should be done within the 
next two weeks. 
 
There was a sign pulled up at Hammond Park but the vandal was unable to throw it over the 
railing on the railroad bridge. 
 
Councilor Trout said that there is not a sign for the speed bump on Wall Street when you are 
going west but there is one as you are going east and asked if there used to be one.  Mr. Foltz 
said that he also asked about this and it was not known.. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he and Mr. Foltz met with Consolidated Supply to discuss electronic 
meters.  There is a special happening right now if you buy 150 meters.  It comes with the meters, 
software and hardware.  Mr. Foltz said that it is $130,000 to do 150 meters.  Eventually it would 
be nice to see these meters installed. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Allison McKenzie, GROW EDC, spoke briefly about 
the eclipse happening in August and the River Fusion 22 that is being planned for that summer 
along with the Dog Daze even the City has each year.  Dog Daze is scheduled for this same 
weekend and it has been recommended by Travel Oregon that garage sales are not held when 
hosting visitors and tourists.  This also may not be a great time for people hosting sales to get a 
lot of customers.  Ms. McKenzie asked if the Council would consider moving the Dog Daze event 
to a different weekend this year. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he is involved with a lot of non-profits in town that do participate in Dog 
Daze and most of them are planning to participate in the eclipse events instead of holding an 
event for Dog Daze. 
 
Councilor Plotts and Mayor Kirsch said that they have no problem with changing the date. 
 
Councilor Keen said that she agrees that last year did not go over well, partly due to the heat. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he doesn’t want to cancel the event but change the date instead. 
 
Ms. McKenzie said that she is willing to attend an upcoming meeting to discuss events that 
GROW EDC is currently involved with. 
 
Dick Knowles, Linn County Mental Health Advisory Board, said that he tries to get out to each city 
in Linn County to request that a Proclamation be done which declares May as Mental Health 
Month and handed out information on mental health awareness. 
 
Shannon Percy, Linn County Health Services, said that she is the coordinator of a program called 
Mental Health First Aide.  A part of this program is a larger initiative that is being done in school 
districts for youth mental health and suicide awareness. 
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The first training in Mill City/Gates, in partnership with the local fire department, is set for Monday, 
May 15, 2017 from 8:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.  This training is for people interested in working with 
youth to learn about mental illnesses and provide skills that can be used to assist troubled youth.  
Registration can be done through email, phone or online.  Registration information is on the flyer 
provided this evening.  The training is free thanks to a federal grant that Linn County received. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that Younglife is a potential contact for adults in this area.  Councilor Katlong 
said that Younglife leaders have discussed learning more about mental health and would be very 
interested in being involved.  Ms. Percy said that she is always willing to set trainings for 
individual groups so anyone interested should contact her if they want to attend. 
 
Ms. McKenzie asked if there is training that is kids helping kids.  Ms. Percy said that it is a work in 
progress because of the sensitivity of the issue. 
 
Councilor Trout said that we have an influx of homeless and asked if there are programs that Linn 
County has to assist these individuals.  Ms. Percy said that there is a mobile crisis unit with three 
staff which could be of assistance.  Lt. Duncan said that Linn County Sheriff’s Office is working 
closely with the mobile unit and learning what can be done to respond to these issues. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:   None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Law Enforcement Services Options:  A draft contract for law enforcement services has been 
provided from the Coalition of Cities.  Mayor Kirsch said that the layout of the contract, which 
includes all contract cities and their respective information, is not what he had anticipated. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee said that he has concerns with the contract language and layout.  
There are things that should be in the contract that are included in the exhibit instead.  Lt. Duncan 
said that this contract has not gone before the County’s legal counsel yet. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the proposed budget includes 301 hours but the Council hasn’t determined 
how many hours to go with.  It will probably be at least 290 hours, which isn’t too much of a 
change if the hours are reduced. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that the more hours are cut the less traffic enforcement and ordinance 
citations that will be done.  Fewer hours leaves less time for items such as these because the 
deputies have to focus on bigger items such as crimes. 
 
Mrs. Cook asked for clarification on the time and a half language that is now in the contract, 
asking if this is a calculation that has always been used or if it is new and if this would include the 
deputy that drives in the parade.  Lt. Duncan said that this is a new item that the Sheriff has 
indicated that needs to be included to cover actual costs for special events that deputies cover.  
In the past deputies on overtime weren’t charged out as such for hours toward the contract. 
 
Lt. Duncan asked if Mill City wants to have a two year contract.  Mr. McGehee said that the only 
problem with having a two year contract is that if revenues go down and a reduction in hours is 
needed then there should be a way to change the contract. 
 
Councilor Katlong will speak with Harrisburg and Brownsville about the Council’s concerns. 
 
Strategic Plan/Goal Setting Session:  Mayor Kirsch said that Gary Swanson gave a presentation 
to the Council on completing a strategic plan and doing goal setting.  This is something that 
requires a lot of time and commitment.  The Council needs to determine whether this is 
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something that the City will pursue.  Those that don’t have time to dedicate or are not interested 
in dedicating time could bow out and the spots could be opened to other people such as 
members of the Planning Commission. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked the Council if they are willing to commit time which could be full Saturdays 
during an entire month.  Councilor Trout asked what time frame we are looking at.  Mayor Kirsch 
said that it is yet to be determined.  Councilor Keen said that time of year is a big part in people 
having time to get the work done. 
 
Consensus to begin the strategic planning process in fall/winter so that schedules are more open 
for the Council.  Potential dates for the meetings will be discussed with Mr. Swanson and 
members of the group to outline the strategic plan would then be identified. 
 
2017 Eclipse:  In preparation for the influx of visitors to Mill City staff has reserved porta potties 
and trash receptacles for the eclipse.  These will be placed throughout the community near public 
spaces to ensure that there is not overuse of and potential issues with the existing facilities. 
 
On Call Policy: The Council has been discussing on call options for Public Works employees.  
The final decision was to offer 4 hours of comp time for each weekend day that the employee is 
on call.  Sharon Harris, CCIS HR, indicated that she had reservations about using comp time as 
reimbursement and suggested that BOLI be contacted to confirm whether this would be legal. 
 
Mrs. Cook checked with BOLI and was advised that comp time cannot be the only form of 
reimbursement.  However, based on the information received, if we continue with the overtime 
should an employee be called out during non-work hours and so long as the limitations on the 
employee’s time aren’t so restrictive as to keep him/her from their normal routine this should 
work.  Just to be sure this information has been provided to Jim McGehee for his review and legal 
opinion. 
 
If the decision of comp time moves forward then a policy will need to be adopted that outlines the 
requirements and reimbursement for on call employees.  This policy will then be incorporated into 
the personnel handbook. 
 
Mr. McGehee asked if there is ever a time when the response needs to be only fifteen minutes.  If 
the response time can be one hour then it is less restrictive and allows for the comp time because 
they can proceed with their regular routine instead of being stuck home.  In addition the on call 
employee would need to be work ready which includes not being legally impaired. 
 
Consensus to provide four hours of comp time per weekend of on call.  A maximum of 16 hours 
of comp time can remain on the books at any one time.  The on call employee must be within a 
60 minute response time.  Employee must comply with substance abuse policy as outlined within 
the personnel handbook. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that he would recommend getting two or three other names of people in the 
area that can come in and take care of problems should it be necessary.  
 
Councilor Katlong asked about a smoking policy.  Mrs. Cook suggested implementing a tobacco 
policy that limits use to breaks only. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
RFP for Bond Counsel:  Mrs. Cook has contacted three firms that provide bond counsel services 
and requested proposals by April 18, 2017. 
 
Request for Waiver of Construction Noise Ordinance – Gus Papazyan:  Gus Papazyan said that 
he has been hired to perform repairs at the Mill City Market which will require breaking out a large 
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portion of the wall.  With the nearness to the front door and registers this work needs to be done 
at night when the store is closed.  Some of the power tools being used are dangerous to 
customers. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked what times and how long the waiver is being requested for.  Mr. Papazyan 
said that the first couple of days the demolition will be done so the most noise will take place 
then.  It would start after closure and be most of the night for about a week to do the work.  The 
noise can be kept to as much of a minimum as possible and as much prep work as can be done 
to minimize the noise in advance will also be done.  Mr. Papazyan said that there will be no air 
compressors.  An electric chipping hammer will be used and tapping out of the materials will be 
done if at all possible to minimize noise. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that his concern is the neighbors and asked if the store could consider 
closing earlier in the day to keep the late hours to a minimum.  Councilor Trout said that we’d 
probably get more complaints about the store closing early than the noise. 
 
Councilor Keen said that she would prefer to see the demo work done on the weekend so that the 
neighbors have an opportunity to leave if they prefer.  Mr. Papazyan said that he could do the 
demo on the weekend. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the store should notify the neighbors within the area and advertise the 
work. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, asked how long a shift would be.  Mr. Papazyan said that he 
would work until 2:00a.m. or 2:30a.m. 
 
Ms. McKenzie suggested giving the neighbors a gift certificate to the store or for breakfast at a 
local restaurant.  This could help alleviate the stress of the noise. 
 
Councilor Trout m oved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Grant a Noise Waiver for the 
Mill City Market to do Night Construction Repairs on an Exterior Wall for up to One Week 
Beginning Friday, April 21, 2017, According to the Requirements as Stated Above.  The motion 
passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
List of On-Going Old Business Items:  The list of on-going old business items was provided for 
Council information. 
 
Out-of-Office; May 18-25, 2017:  Mrs. Cook will be out of the office May 18 to the 25th attending a 
conference. 
 
Drug Take Back; April 29, 2017:  Last October Linn County Sheriff’s Office held a prescription 
drug take back day throughout the County with one pick up location being City Hall.  The Sheriff’s 
Office will be hosting another drug take back day this spring with the date scheduled for Saturday, 
April 29, 2017.  City Hall will again be the site for Mill City with the time for drop off being 9:00a.m. 
to 10:00a.m. 
 
Circus – Kimmel Park: The local 4-H group, Diamondback Clovers, hosts a circus in Mill City 
every couple of years.  This year they will be bringing Culpepper & Merriweather Circus back to 
town.  The circus will be set up in Kimmel Park the evening of Wednesday, May 24, 2017 with the 
shows on Thursday, May 25, 2017.  The circus will be completely removed before Friday 
morning. 
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Councilor Baughman asked if people wanting to use the park have to come before Council prior 
to being allowed to do so.  Mrs. Cook said that they do not.  They just need to complete a facility 
use form and, in this case, provide a certificate of liability insurance naming the City as an 
additional insured.  The time that something must come before the Council is when someone is 
hosting an event at which they want to have alcohol.  The Council must authorize this. 
 
Bills Before the House/Senate:  Mrs. Cook said that there are a number of bills going before the 
House and Senate that could affect the City.  If the Council is interested in keeping up with them, 
those that may impact Mill City are: 
 

• HB3394 – Authorizes local governments to assess SDC’s for disaster resilience and 
mitigation. 

• HB3401 – Prohibits application of standards, conditions or procedures regulating 
development of needed housing on buildable land that have the effect of reducing 
development density below maximum density authorized in comp plan. 

• SB327 – Fixes recreational immunity issues and covers employees of government. 
• SB481 – Implements time restrictions for records requests.  Would have a major impact 

on cities, especially small cities with minimal staffing. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that the Council should write to Senator Fred Girod and Representative 
Sherrie Sprenger to voice concerns over bills that may impact the City and advising them of our 
desire to support or oppose them. 
 
SCSD Request for Waiver of Fee:  The school district is moving two light poles at the football field 
in order to enlarge the track.  A building permit is required for this work, which has been 
processed.  Superintendent Todd Miller has submitted a request to have the fees waived for the 
permit. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he feels we should be doing what we can to support the school 
and not charge the City’s portion of the fee.  Mrs. Cook said this is roughly $25.00 or 20% of the 
total cost. 
 
Councilor Baughman  moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong  to Waive the City’s 
Portion of the Building Permit Fee for the Santiam Canyon School District Lighting Project.  The 
motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
SEI Deadline:  The deadline for the SEI filing is this Saturday.  There are still some members of 
the Council who have not completed their filing. 
 
WAVE Franchise:  WAVE has submitted a letter to the City outlining their intent to renegotiate the 
franchise with the City. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
424 SW Cedar Street Update:  There is an update scheduled for Monday to determine if any 
penalties are to be set.  Mrs. Cook will take pictures this week and send them to Mr. McGehee to 
present to the court. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch  had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked when the budget would be discussed and approved.  Mrs. Cook said that 
it would be provided in an upcoming Council packet.  Councilor Baughman said that it needs to 
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be cleaned up first and that he would like to have the budget a week in advance of any further 
discussion. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said that three permits have been issued since the last meeting. 
 
Councilor Katlong  said that there is a recreational vehicle with a stovepipe close to the 
conditional use permit that was approved on SE 4th Avenue and asked if this one is also a 
conditional use.  Mrs. Cook said that it is not. 
 
Councilor Keen  asked if the community garden will be done again this year.  Mrs. Cook said that 
the garden was done privately and she is unsure whether anyone is still around to coordinate it. 
 
Councilor Plotts  said that she will be working on the law enforcement issues that were 
discussed tonight. 
 
Councilor Trout  asked for an update on the sink hole on the Marion County side of the City.  
Mrs. Cook said that last she was advised by Mr. Foltz, Marion County and ODOT were trying to 
determine who would be responsible for what and how much of the storm line would need to be 
replaced.  It sounds as though this will be some time before it is complete. 
 
Councilor Trout asked if the Council has ever considered yard debris service.  Mrs. Cook said 
that it has been discussed and the potential cost was about $15.00 to do so.  However, if the 
Council elected to do this, everyone in the City would have to take the service.  There would be 
no ability to opt out of it.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No executive session held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:43 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


