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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 Tuesday, March 27, 2018  
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Brett Katlong, Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Staff members in 
attendance: City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were Ann Carey, Melinda Flatman, JoAnn Hebing, Mike Hebing and 
Roel Lundquist. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Councilors Keen and Trout noted a conflict of interest on item three of the agenda. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that a check for Add Upon for $2750.00 needs to be added to the accounts 
payable. 
 
Councilor Baughman pulled item ‘b’. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong, to approve items a; Approval 
of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of March 13, 2018, c; Acceptance of Monthly 
Revenues Report, February, 2018, d; Acceptance of Planning Commission 2017 Annual Report 
and, e; Acceptance of Planning Commission 2018-2019 Work Program, of the consent agenda.  
Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman asked about automatic payments to the IRS and if the Council sees these 
for approval.  Mrs. Cook said that these payments are included with payroll, which comes before 
Council each month. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong to approve item, b; Approval 
of Accounts Payable.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:  None. 
 
Councilor Plotts thanked the Planning Commission for their hard work. 
 
RECOMMENDATION TO INITIATE ALLEY VACATION:  Councilors Keen and Trout stated 
conflicts of interest and stepped away from their seats. 
 
In general, land use applications are initiated by the applicant.  However, it is and has been the 
City’s policy to initiate alley vacation applications rather than requiring an applicant to obtain 
signatures of property owners within the vicinity, as required by the application process.  This 
simplifies the process for everyone involved. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that this was a request made by Penny Keen at the end of last year.  The alley 
is between SE Juniper and SE Ivy.   
 
Councilor Baughman asked if the storm basin study for this area was looked at to see if there is a 
need for water retention or piping in this area.  Tony Trout said that there is a line that runs down 
SE 3rd Avenue. 
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Mrs. Cook said that this discussion is to determine whether to move ahead with a public hearing, 
not to actually vacate the alley at this time.  If the Council decides to initiate the application then a 
public hearing will be set, at which time a full staff report outlining items such as storm drainage 
will be presented.  The Council will then have the opportunity to ask clarifying questions and 
debate the issue. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if all properties will have to have pins set for this.  Mrs. Cook said she 
is unsure. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts to Initiate the Alley 
Vacation Proceedings in Block 12, Shaw’s Addition to Mill City and to Schedule a Public Heating 
for April 24 or May 8, 2018 at 6:30p.m. as Part of the Regularly Scheduled city Council Meeting.  
The motion passed unanimously, (4:0). 
 
Councilors Keen and Trout took their seats. 
 
SKATEPARK AGREEMENT:  SKATE has requested an amendment to the skatepark MOU, 
Section 6.2, to include the wording “including both those deposited with the City as community 
secured fundraising monies and City allocated funds”. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked what the purpose of the language change is intended to be.  Melinda 
Flatman, SKATE, said that there have been several discrepancies as to what money will be 
available for different stages of the project.  Without a substantial amount the project can’t even 
begin. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the City has had their portion labeled for the skatepark for years.  Mayor 
Kirsch said that there were no issues with the change from the City Attorney or Planner.  Ms. 
Flatman said that SKATE wants to have language to fall back on should there be questions 
regarding the release of funds by future Councils. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the next step is to get a site plan done, which would come before 
the Council for approval.  If the Council authorizes the first phase then it would be expected that 
this also includes the payments. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that the infrastructure also needs to be kept in mind when determining costs 
for a first phase. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that that it felt to him like a push for funds and that he couldn’t understand what 
it was for since the funds are there.  Councilor Baughman said that he felt the same way at first 
but then the information about the misappropriation of funds within the budget came through and 
he could understand better why the request was made.  Councilor Trout said that for SKATE to 
obtain the initial plans, collecting money was difficult and is likely one of the reasons for this 
request. 
 
Councilor Trout asked if Mr. McGehee responded to the language change.  Mrs. Cook said that 
he is fine with the changes. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen to Approve Modification to 
Memorandum of Understanding for Mill City Skatepark Project Section 6.2 to Include, “Including 
Both Those Deposited with the City as Community Secured Fundraising Monies and City 
Allocated Funds”.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she will get the MOU prepped and to the Mayor to sign then to SKATE for 
their signature. 
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Mayor Kirsch asked about the site vision that was provided to Council this evening.  Ms. Flatman 
said that this is the two dimensional version of the plans that were approved. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked where parking is planned.  Ms. Flatman said that they hope to push the 
development back far enough to use the parking that was there when the old fire hall was there 
as well as to depend on other places as is done with the school and for the 4th of July should 
events be held at the skatepark.  Ms. Flatman said that for the most part, people going there to 
skate won’t be driving. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked why the sidewalk is behind the grass.  Ms. Flatman said that the sidewalk 
inside the fence is part of the ADA and part of the park to allow younger kids to learn on and to 
have grass for falls. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that there would have to be sidewalks along the street as well to meet 
infrastructure needs. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that the street improvements that will be done in this area will 
impact the infrastructure that needs to be installed.  Mrs. Cook said that there is an ability to use 
the fact that we have received two grants that will complete infrastructure improvements in this 
area to get some of the engineering work done. 
 
MARION COUNTY COMMUNITY GRANT:  The Marion County Community Grant process is 
now open for submittal of applications.  Marion County has been working to develop an Economic 
Strategy, which includes a focus on land use planning, infrastructure development and place 
making.  In addition to this, Marion County is involved in the Wastewater Feasibility process for 
the upper canyon area.  Mayor Kirsch suggested consideration of applying for a grant to assist 
with a wastewater system capacity study.  Staff believes we have a high possibility of success a 
wastewater capacity study application.  This is a study that we will need to have done, sooner 
rather than later, and fits nicely with Marion County’s current focus. 
 
A ballpark cost estimate has been requested for a study to be completed.  Once the information 
has been provided to staff, it will be brought to Council.  Marion County only has $100,000 
available for the fiscal year and past grants have ranged from $5000 to $16,000. 
 
The grant submittal deadline is May 1, 2018 so we have about a month to gather necessary 
information and bring it back to Council for consideration. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that when the permit was issued for the WWTP it had a specific flows 
that were projected per day, which is how you reach the capacity.  Public Works Supervisor Russ 
Foltz does these calculations daily so we already have these numbers.  Councilor Baughman 
said that he doesn’t know what we will gain by having a study done.  Mayor Kirsch said that when 
the system was built it was designed to only have an additional 10% capacity and this is what our 
capacity was based on. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that while we are permitted for 185,000 gallons per day we are 
averaging only about 85,000 gallons per day.  Councilor Baughman said that the system is 
working much better than it was expected to.  Mayor Kirsch said that he agrees that we may only 
be averaging this but having the report certifies that we still have plenty of capacity. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked who we would have do the study because this would be of concern 
to him.  Mayor Kirsch said that he would first go to OAWU to see if this is something they could 
do.  Having the study on the shelf ensures that if we come to a point in the future where this 
information is needed, we are not delayed in our project due to having to have the study done at 
that time. 
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MARION WHITE VOLUNTEERISM AWARD:  At the March 13 meeting, Councilors Keen and 
Plotts volunteered to work with Mayor Kirsch to come up with a recommendation for the 2018 
Marion White Volunteerism Award recipient.  Staff asked that the recommendation and decision 
be made by the March 27 meeting to allow for research to be done on the recipient’s 
volunteerism and for the information to be compiled into a brief statement for the Chamber 
Awards Program. 
 
Councilors Keen and Plotts provided their recommendation to Council.  Consensus to accept 
recommendation from Councilors Keen and Plotts. 
 
STAFF UPDATES:  Mrs. Cook gave a brief report on the following: 
 
Tiger Grant/Railroad Bridge – A meeting has been set for April 2, 2018 with Linn County to 
discuss the next steps related to the Tiger Grant and the different project elements.  In addition, a 
telephone conference with Linn County and the Federal Highway Administration has been set for 
Friday, April 6, 2018. 
 
The SOB Committee held their March 21st walk through for the railroad bridge engineering RFQ.  
An addendum to the RFQ was sent to the original RFQ recipients prior to the meeting to advise 
them of our Tiger Grant award and the need for a change to the scope of work for the RFQ.  The 
submittal deadline was also extended to May 11, 2018. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that Dave Walczak, members from Hamilton and a representative of McGee 
Engineering attended the March 21st walk-through.  There were good ideas from the engineer’s 
perspective on the project and scope of work.  Mr. Lundquist said that he thought it was a 
productive meeting. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that Planner Dave Kinney sent out an email with a number of items that need 
to be discussed with Linn County, such as if cleaning and painting as well as work on the two 
bridges will be coordinated. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if there is any match requirement in the Tiger Grant that the City 
must meet.  Mayor Kirsch said that the City is committed to $400,000 and Linn County has 
committed to $900,000.  Mrs. Cook added that the City funds were specifically allotted within the 
grant for the railroad bridge.  Mr. Lundquist said that this is why we need to have the full amount 
in the budget. 
 
Surveillance/Security Measures –Councilor Katlong provided three cost estimates for Costco 
camera systems which range from $500 to $1600 and said that he has six more options saved 
that he will get to staff for review.  Mrs. Cook will forward the options to Council. 
 
Security Alarm Corporation did a walk-through of the office and lobby on March 20, 2018.  We 
received the cost estimate for installation of a four camera surveillance system, which is $1600 
plus $50/mo as well as two panic buttons and wireless system, which is $500 plus $30/mo. 
 
Rate Study – Mrs. Cook said that an extension was granted for the water rate study through 
March 30, 2018.  Due to a change in staffing at RCAC we will not meet that deadline so a second 
extension was requested to be sent.  The contract extension was provided today and allows the 
extension through June 1, 2018. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts to Approve a Contract 
Extension for the RCAC Water Rate Study Through June 1, 2018.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0) 
 
Councilor Katlong asked if we are still on track with the budget to hold a meeting next Monday.  
Mrs. Cook said that she is unsure.  Staff will be working on the budget tomorrow and we should 
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have a better idea at that point whether we need to delay the first meeting.  Staff will advise 
Council as soon as a determination has been made. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he is very disappointed that tiny houses are being allowed in town 
and a metal garage is being allowed to be constructed with them.  Councilor Baughman said that 
he disagrees that the tiny houses are multi-family; two houses on a lot is not multi-family, a 
duplex is.  Mayor Kirsch said that things like this crop up and have to be dealt with as they arise.  
Tiny houses are a new industry.   
 
Councilor Trout said that this came before Council and he didn’t understand that this would be a 
metal carport at that time. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the design standards are not being done correctly and with the 
metal carport someone should have stopped it from happening.  Mayor Kirsch said that the code 
states that the accessory structure has the same look, not the same material. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the carport for the tiny houses should have to have the design 
standards as well because it is a separate building. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the City’s code says siding must be the same look and color.  Nowhere does 
it say it has to be the same material. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that if the roof pitch is going to be used as a design standard then the 
entire roof should meet the requirement or more.  Councilor Trout agreed with this. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he shouldn’t have signed off on the tiny houses because the 
carport didn’t meet the design standards.  Mrs. Cook said that a carport is an accessory structure 
and therefore, does not have to meet the design standard requirements.  Councilor Baughman 
said that it is required and so it is not an accessory use.  Mrs. Cook said that a garage or carport 
is required but it is an accessory use to the main use of the property, which is the home.  
Councilor Baughman said that he disagrees.  Councilor Baughman said that we should have 
been looking out for the neighbors of this property to ensure that they didn’t have something like 
this built next to them, even if it causes us a little bit of a fight. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that if we don’t want a metal structure then we need to change our code.  Staff 
can’t legally require someone to use the same material as the home as the code is written now. 
 
Councilor Trout said that somethings things happen and we have to go back to the code and fix 
them. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he saw in the Planning minutes that they would like to see the 
Council representative at the meetings and he works during the daytime meetings.  This was the 
whole reason for changing the meetings to Tuesday nights.  However, he will try to make some of 
them.  Councilor Plotts asked if Councilor Baughman attended the meetings when they were held 
in the evenings.  Councilor Baughman said that he attended most of them. 
 
Councilor Keen said that she is available to help with clean-up day. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he attended the Marion County Commissioner meeting and a lot of 
discussion around the Tiger grant took place.  Kudos to the Save Our Bridge Committee were 
give; without them, the information for the bridge would not have been available. 
 
The Little North Fork area had parking fees implemented and it is believed that this has assisted 
with decreasing vandalism. 
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The sewer district project was discussed briefly and the cooling tower and downstream project 
were also discussed.  Potentially with the cooling tower there could be a legal battle because 
environmental groups have filed suits and there are countersuits being considered. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if Bob Hirte had a lot to do with the grant.  Mr. Lundquist said that he 
was the one that provided a lot of figures for the grant related to the railroad bridge. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


