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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, March 24, 2020 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Brett 
Katlong, Dawn Plotts, Tony Trout, and Steve Winn. Councilor Zeyen-Hall was excused. Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook and City Clerk/Reid House Facilitator 
Tree Fredrickson.  
 
Citizens in Attendance: None. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Councilor Katlong moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts to approve items a; Approval 
of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of March 10, 2020, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, 
c; Approval of Leak Adjustment to the Highest Consumption in the Past Twelve Months for 139 
SW 8th Avenue, Marilyn Favor and d; Ratification of Recommendation of Award Recipient for 
Marion White Volunteerism Award of the Consent Agenda. Mrs. Fredrickson polled the Council. 
The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 845 – AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR OPRD LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
GRANT: Resolution No. 845 authorizes the application to Oregon State Parks and Recreation’s 
Local Government Grant Program for an acquisition and development grant. The resolution is 
required as a component of the grant application process. The deadline to apply for this grant has 
been extended to April 10, 2020 due to the restrictions placed on many state, local and county 
agencies in response to the COVID-19 virus.  
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong to Approve Resolution No. 
845, Authorizing Application to Oregon State Parks and Recreation Department for Grant 
Funding Under the Local Government Grant Program for Acquisition and Development at Kimmel 
Park and Delegating Authority to the City Recorder to Sign the Application. The motion passed 
unanimously, (5:0). 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 846 – DECLARATION OF STATE OF EMERGENCY: Resolution No. 846 
allows the City of Mill City to delegate authority and responsibility to the Mayor, City Recorder and 
the Public Works Supervisor to incur expenses related to emergency operations concerning 
COVID-19, which may be outside the appropriations in the adopted Fiscal Year Budget. This 
resolution is effective immediately and shall remain in effect until the City Council of Mill City 
deems the emergency actions are no longer necessary. 
 
Councilor Winn asked if this resolution was state recommended.  
 
Mayor Kirsch said it is not state recommended but is a safety measure in case the state enacts 
further emergency measures  The City has taken necessary steps to protect its citizens and staff 
with the recommended social distancing requirement as well as other recommended steps. The 
resolution also allows the City’s parks to remain open if people practice the posted 6-foot social 
distancing requirement. If they do not, the City can close all parks. This would be an example of a 
need for spending dollars outside of our budget as temporary fencing would be required.  
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Mayor Kirsch took this time to thank Councilor Trout for his donation of the Plexiglas now installed 
in the City Hall lobby. 
 
Councilor Plotts moved and was seconded by Councilor Winn to approve Resolution No. 846 
Declaring a State of Emergency. The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
MISC. CITY RECORDER ITEMS: Mrs. Cook said that Mr. McGehee provided her with his legal 
opinion regarding placement of new stop signs and other traffic control devices. Since the Council 
is the Road Authority for the City any placement of new traffic control devices needs to go before 
Council for approval.  
 
Mrs. Cook stated that Council must also authorize road closures for any work that may need to be 
completed or for events which neighbors wish to hold. With the upcoming work that will be done 
on the Santiam Canyon School District campus, there will need to be road closures, both full and 
partial, around the project area. At this time it is not known what streets will need to be closed, 
when they need to be closed or for how long. Mrs. Cook requested Council authorization for road 
closures related to the school project to be approved by either herself or Public Works Supervisor 
Russ Foltz. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts to Delegate Emergency 
Authorization to Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz and City Recorder Stacie Cook to Implement 
Necessary Street Closures for the School’s Projects, Subject to Ratification by Council at a Later 
Council Meeting. The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook said that due to COVID-19, a number of things including the Spring Awards Night and 
the Rural Tourism Conference in Sunriver have been cancelled. The March Planning Commission 
meeting was cancelled, with the April meeting being reevaluated for the possibility of cancelling 
based on how the restrictions due to the virus are set.  
 
Mayor Kirsch said that on Sunday afternoon he, Councilor Trout and Mrs. Cook teleconferenced 
with the Governor’s office about further safety measures to take for the COVID-19, which was to 
be announced on Monday morning via the news media. The Governor’s plan; “Stay Home, Save 
Lives” requests that Oregonians remain at home to limit the spread of COVID-19. Mayor Kirsch 
was also invited to attend another teleconference on Wednesday morning with the nation’s 
Surgeon General. This is invitation only and not open to the public. 
 
Mrs. Cook asked for clarification as to the process of water and sewer billings due to the ongoing 
virus. On Tuesday afternoon, 24-hour notices were sent out with Wednesday being the actual 
shut off date for those who do not respond to the door hanger. City Attorney Jim McGehee said 
that it is up to the Council as to whether or not to shut people’s water off for non-payment.  
 
Councilor Katlong said that he would suggest business as usual.  
 
Mayor Kirsch said that precautionary measures need to be taken with respect to those who have 
a deep concern about their own safety and not wanting to leave their homes.  
 
It was Council consensus to provide a ‘knock and talk’ approach for those who do not pay or 
make arrangements to pay at a later date, prior to shutting off service. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if a payment arrangement excuses the water and sewer bill for this month. 
Mrs. Cook said no, it just postpones payment. Councilor Plotts said that she has a hard time with 
the thought of turning people’s water off due to the need to wash your hands. 
 
Mrs. Cook said she has added information on the City’s website regarding COVID-19 for those 
looking for more knowledge. Click on COVID-19 and this will have information along with a direct 
link to the Governor’s office.  
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Councilor Trout asked if Mill City’s parks have been shut down. Mrs. Cook said that they have 
not. Signs have been posted at all the parks noting the requirement to observe the six foot 
separation order. If this rule is not observed by park visitors, the City could close them. 
 
Councilor Plotts thanked Councilor Trout for his donation of the Plexiglas that now shields City 
Staff from visitors.  
 
Councilor Plotts asked if the City was going to have a problem in continuing with the bridge 
project. Mrs. Cook said that things are still progressing and that this project has to stay on track or 
funding may be lost. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder                  Mayor 


