
 

Minutes of The Reid House Committee 

March 16, 2018  Page 1 of 3 

 

THE REID HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Meeting of March 16, 2018  

 

Committee members present: Lynda Harrington, Brett Katlong, Dorothy Keasey and Elaina 

Turpin. Ad Hoc members present: Dan Benjamin, City Recorder Stacie Cook, Frances Thomas 

and Bev Reding. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 3:30p.m. with the flag salute. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 2, 2018:  Lynda Harrington moved and was seconded 

by Brett Katlong to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion passed unanimously, (4:0). 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Potential Building Uses:   Bev Reding suggested trying to find a tenant that would take the whole 

building.  Dorothy Keasey said that she doesn’t feel that this would address what Mrs. Reid wanted 

with a benefit to the whole community.  Ms. Reding said that if the different floors could be rented 

out to different groups this would be easier on everyone. 

 

Brett Katlong said that from everything he has heard about this building, Dr. and Mrs. Reid wanted 

the home to act more as a community center and this is what the Council saw as the use so this is 

the way that we need to move ahead. 

 

Lynda Harrington said that they found that if the building is placed on the historic register then it 

does not have to be brought up to ADA standards.  Mr. Katlong suggested upgrading the basement 

and main floor and leaving the upstairs as is. 

 

Mrs. Harrington asked Dan Benjamin if he has been able to determine where the load bearing walls 

are.  Mr. Benjamin said that the basement is pretty much set as is.  The first floor could have some 

modifications done to it. 

 

Mr. Benjamin said that one of the first things that should be done is bringing a company in to 

determine where there may be asbestos or lead.  This is not a highly expensive project.  Another 

item that should be considered is placing the home on the historic register.  Mrs. Keasey said that 

this process takes about a year to complete. 

 

Mrs. Harrington asked if there is any reason to forego pursuing changes to the heating and air 

conditioning right now, in light of the fact that there may be future changes to the house.  Mr. 

Benjamin said that it would be nice to have a floor plan because if you are going to use the ductless 

system then you can plan for a better ability to heat/cool the rooms. 

 

Ms. Reding asked if we have looked at all of the various community groups in the canyon that 

might need a home.  Mrs. Thomas said that one of her thoughts is where Hearts to Arts may go if 

the City doesn’t buy the building they are in.  Ms. Reding asked Mrs. Cook if she has any take on 

this.  Mrs. Cook said that she can’t speak for the Council but from a staff point of view, there is 

not funding to move forward with the building beyond the current lease.  Mr. Katlong said that he 
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has voiced concern over this in the past because Hearts to Arts has not followed through with 

looking for grants to assist with purchasing the building and if they have not done this, would they 

follow through with anything if they moved into The Reid House? 

 

It was noted that the radio station is separate from Hearts to Arts so they may still be an option.  

Mrs. Cook stated that, from a purely aesthetic viewpoint, she has concerns with the radio station 

moving into the building.  This is because the antennae that they have is quite large and would not 

be aesthetically pleasing. 

 

Mr. Katlong said that the antennae was one of his concerns about the radio station and another is 

that they have multiple DJ’s and asked how we would monitor who is going in and out of the 

building. 

 

Vice Chair Turpin said that she spoke with a place in Salem that does shared space and they started 

by having one person in the building to help monitor use. 

 

Mrs. Cook said that this is a good idea and one of the entities that need a place is the Chamber of 

Commerce as they are now virtual. 

 

Mrs. Harrington said that considering the tower issue she would not be amenable to the radio 

station.  Mrs. Thomas asked if the tower can be placed in the back.  Vice Chair Turpin said it may 

be able to be placed off site as well. 

 

Mrs. Cook suggested thinking about the different community groups in need of space and start 

making a list off of this for use of the building.  For example, having the Chamber of Commerce 

have a space that is manned would be a good way to have a permanent group that could be on site 

regularly. 

 

Vice Chair Turpin suggested seeing if the EDC would be interested in a space.  Mrs. Cook said 

that it could be two different groups that share space. 

 

Mrs. Harrington said that almost everything on the lists provided could be accommodated on the 

main floor and asked if there might be the ability to phase in the use, beginning with the main floor 

and seeing where it goes.  Mrs. Thomas noted that we are limited by OCF to a five year time frame 

in which to do any remodel work that needs to be done. 

 

Mrs. Harrington said that we haven’t talked about the large bedroom in the back.  Mrs. Cook said 

that she sees the back room as the party room.  It is large enough, has a bathroom and is connected 

to the kitchen.  It also is next to the lawn.  Mrs. Cook asked if there is a way to connect it to the 

lawn and to easily separate it from the rest of the building. 

 

Mr. Benjamin said that the building should be keyed differently throughout so that there is the 

ability to have different uses going at one time. 

 

Ms. Reding said that when events take place off hours then there will need to be someone 

coordinating the opening and closing of the building.  Mrs. Thomas said that there is a possibility 
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of adding a kitchen to the upstairs and renting it to someone or having a caretaker there. 

 

Mrs. Cook said that she feels that we will need to hire an event coordinator to manage the building 

at some point. 

 

Mr. Katlong said that he likes the idea of having a workout room in the basement as Mrs. Thomas 

suggested.  The basement could be locked off from the rest of the home with a keypad that opens 

it for people to use. 

 

Ms. Reding said that it seems like we need to answer the question of what it will take to get the 

parking lot ready.  Mr. Katlong said that he would speak with the Public Works Supervisor, Russ 

Foltz, about the parking lot, noting that he has many years of experience in this area. 

 

Mrs. Cook said that the highway lot is quite a bit higher than the Alder Street lot so there may need 

to be an engineer brought in to look at the area and see if there is any stormwater runoff that will 

need to be dealt with. 

 

Mrs. Cook said that the cap of $500,000 and the amount of work that we are talking about doing, 

is a good reason to consider the historical designation as doing so would qualify us for more grants. 

 

Vice Chair Turpin asked if 3:30p.m. is more conducive for members.  Consensus to schedule next 

meeting, April 6th for 3:30p.m. 

 

Mrs. Thomas said that she will not be at the next meeting. 

 

Tasks: 

 

Estimate for lead and asbestos testing 

Estimate for ramp installation 

Estimate for elevator installation 

Schedule inspection for change of use 

Estimate for ductless heating/air conditioning 

Estimate/time frame for parking lot improvements 

Schedule SHPO for building walk through to discuss historical designation  

 

The next meeting of The Reid House Committee will be on Friday, April 6, 2018 at 3:30 p.m. at 

City Hall. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:34 p.m. 

 

Prepared by: 

 

 

 

Stacie Cook, MMC, City Recorder/Secretary  

 


