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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 
 
 
Mayor Kirsch  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Penny A. Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Scott Baughman and Brett Katlong were excused.  
Staff members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, City Attorney Jim McGehee and 
Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Sgt. Greg Klein, Linn County Sheriff’s Office and Roel Lundquist. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts , to approve items a; Approval of 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of February 27, 2018, b; Approval of Accounts Payable, 
c; Acceptance of Monthly Expenditures Report, February, 2018, d; Ratification of Mayor Kirsch’s 
Appointment of Roel Lundquist to a Three (3) Year Term on the Mill City Budget Committee, 
Expiring June 30, 2020, e; Approval of Mill City 4th of July Committee Request for: 

i. Sale/Consumption of Alcohol in Kimmel Park 
ii. Overnight Vendor Camping 
iii. Waiver of Deposits for Shelters/Concession 
iv. Use of Land East of Kimmel Park for Parade Staging 
v. Noise Waiver 

During the 4th of July Celebration, July 3 & 4, 2018, Between the Hours of 7:00a.m. and 
11:00p.m., Subject to Submittal of a Certificate of Liability Insurance Naming the City as an 
Additional Insured, Placement of Port-a-Pottys During the Event and Hiring of Private Security 
During the Event, and f; Approval of Application for Vacancy – Dangerous & Derelict Building 
Committee, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed 
unanimously, (4:0). 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Sgt. Greg Klein gave the Linn County Sheriff’s Office 
report for the month of February.  Sgt. Klein said that the man who was being sought at the time 
of the last meeting was apprehended. 
 
Sgt. Klein asked if the City and Sheriff’s Office will be going back to 424 SW Cedar Street.  City 
Attorney Jim McGehee said that he has submitted for a show cause date of May 3, 2018.  If he 
appears then it will be set for a hearing. 
 
Sgt. Klein said that Sheriff Riley will be retiring in June.  Undersheriff Jim Yon will be taking his 
place. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz gave a brief report on the 
following items: 
 
Pump Report – Things are looking consistent. 
 
Inmate Work Crew – The inmate work crew has been back doing a lot of work around town.  The 
focus has been in Kimmel Park most recently. 
 
OHA Drinking Water Grant – The OHA Drinking Water grant has been submitted.  The overall 
cost for the fencing is just under $49,000.  The grant is up to $30,000. 
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Kimmel Park Electrical – The City will be renting a mini excavator for use during clean up day.  To 
maximize cost staff will be renting it for the week and using it to fix a leak at Kimmel Park and run 
conduit for the electrical upgrades along the gravel drive. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, asked if there has been a draft layout with an electrician for this 
work.  Mr. Foltz said that he has gotten information from an electrician about what needs to be 
done and will be sure to confirm before laying conduit. 
 
Consensus to move forward with this work. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that he would like to consider tying into the Tiger grant work on SW Broadway 
Street with pavement and storm water work on SW 2nd Avenue. 
 
Councilor Keen asked if the inmate work crew can work to move the horseshoe pits so that they 
are further apart.  Mr. Foltz said that they will do whatever is asked of them. 
 
Councilor Trout asked if the sewer line for Rosie’s issue is on the schedule.  Mr. Foltz said that it 
is not.  One more smoke test needs to be done and then it can be scheduled. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   None. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:   None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Skatepark Agreement:  The Skatepark Agreement was approved by Council at the February 27, 
2018 meeting and was provided to SKATE for review.  The last version (3) that was given to 
Council as well as a revised agreement provided by SKATE were provided to Council.  The 
document modifies Section 6.2.2 as follows: 
 
Council approved Version 3 – “Upon City approval of the site plan for the Project, City shall 
disburse the funds in its Skatepark Fund, raised by SKATE and prior donors, to SKATE for the 
Project.” 
 
SKATE modified version – “Upon City approval of the site plan for the Project, City shall disburse 
the funds, including both those deposited with the City as community Secured Fund Raising 
Monies and City allocated funds, in its Skatepark Fund to SKATE for the Project.” 
 
Because of budget law and mandatory requirements that the City must follow, staff must 
recommend denial of SKATE’s request for modified language.  Disbursing the funds raised by 
SKATE and any prior donations brought in by the grass roots effort over the past decade or more 
should not be an issue because we have been, in effect, holding the funds for the group.  
However, turning over tax payer dollars would be and ill-advised decision. 
 
Staff recommendation is to send the agreement back to SKATE, as approve on February 27, 
2018.  If SKATE is not amenable to signing the agreement as approve by Council, the City’s next 
step is to reconsider how the skatepark project will be managed. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the funds put into the Skatepark Fund by the City are our responsibility 
and need to remain in our account under City control. 
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Councilor Keen  moved and was seconded by Councilor Plotts  to Deny Request for 
Modification to Section 6.2.2 of the MOU for the Mill City Skatepark.  Stacie Cook polled the 
council; the motion passed unanimously, (4:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook said that there was an email from SKATE requesting that they be added to the March 
27th agenda for discussion of the MOU and financial discrepancies noted in the skatepark fund.  
Mrs. Cook said that she advised SKATE that we are aware of the discrepancy and plan to rectify 
it in the upcoming budget cycle.  The back-up documentation that we have clearly shows the 
intake of funds from SKATE, which were inadvertently allocated to the General Fund rather than 
the Skatepark Fund. 
 
In addition, SKATE asked what the administrative expenses are that are outlined in the budget 
and that have been expended from it.  Mrs. Cook explained that these expenses, just as are done 
with the SOB expenses, are costs related to administration of the skatepark “project”, in this case, 
drafting the MOU. 
 
Councilor Trout stated that he would like to see SKATE on the March 27th agenda so that a 
discussion can be held regarding funds and if there are questions about process, they can be 
answered. 
 
Kimmel Park Trees:  In December of 2016 there were a number of trees in Kimmel Park that 
were felled due to drought and disease from bugs.  At that time staff explained to the Council that 
the trees, if felled, would either need to be hauled away by a contractor doing the work, or if our 
employees did the work, advertised for all to have a chance to take the wood.  The only other 
option is to give the wood to another non-profit.  The decision was to give the wood to the Senior 
Center. 
 
The logs have been stored at the WWTP since being felled.  They need to be cut into usable 
pieces and removed.  Councilor Katlong asked about the logs recently, stating that one of the 
classes at Santiam Canyon School District takes wood to use and sell.  Mrs. Cook advised 
Councilor Katlong that, because the prior Council authorized the wood to go to a different non-
profit, it would need to be brought forth at a Council meeting for discussion and consideration of a 
change. 
 
Councilor Trout suggested having Councilor Katlong contact the senior center to see if they would 
give the school the wood. 
 
Councilor Keen said that the work crew could take care of the wood very quickly. 
 
Tiger Grant:  Staff is thrilled to announce that the City of Mill City has been awarded the highly 
competitive Tiger Grant, a federal grant which focuses on transportation needs.  The application, 
which was written by a team of dedicated individuals from Marion and Linn County’s with 
assistance by the City of Mill City, outlines three distinct projects; SW Broadway Street 
Improvements/Pedestrian Trail Improvements, Green Bridge Improvements/Reinforcement and 
the ‘Cadillac’ plan on our Railroad Bridge!  The total grant is $8,082,574.00 with a total projected 
project cost of just over $9,300,000.00.  This is a huge deal for not only the City but for those who 
worked so diligently to produce the end product.  A great big THANK YOU to all who made this 
possible! 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the City still needs to do a press release regarding this grant award. 
 
Because of this turn of events, the SOB Committee is discussing how to proceed with the RFQ 
for Engineering Services that was issued recently.  Based on their initial discussion Wednesday, 
March 7, the Committee plans to continue with the required pre-SOQ conference on March 21, 
2018.  The Committee will then come together to determine whether to recommend rescinding 
the RFQ or modifying the scope of work. 
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Mr. Lundquist said that the RFQ just issued wouldn’t meet federal guidelines so a new one will 
need to be done for anything that is to be used for the grant.  There is the ability to change the 
scope of work so that design services are requested. 
 
Mr. Lundquist noted that we still need to ensure our $400,000 match and funds are still needed to 
do so. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that there are items that will need to be done before the grant moves forward.  
These include the possibility of an intergovernmental agreement between the City and Linn 
County for project and fiscal management as well as environmental studies and permitting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Surveillance Systems/Security Issues: Councilor Katlong indicated that he has information on 
possible surveillance systems for City Hall that he would bring for Council review but we have not 
received it yet.  In addition to this, staff has been looking at options that we might consider. 
 
Mrs. Cook contacted our current provider, Security Alarm Corporation (SAC) and asked for them 
to provide a cost estimate for a surveillance system as well as panic buttons.  The walk through is 
scheduled for next week. 
 
Mrs. Cook spoke with Santiam Canyon School District about their system and was advised that 
they purchased the equipment, software and installation through Superior Low Voltage.  The 
system is administered by the SCSD IT department.  Follow up would need to be done with 
Superior Low Voltage regarding available systems and cost as well as with Gil at SCSD to see if 
administration of the system is something we might be able to do on our own. 
 
Utility Billing/Code Enforcement Clerk Kimberley Johnson has gotten information from the local 
market about where to purchase the large corner mirrors they use and is doing research to see 
what is available for us.  Once we determine what will work best and be a least cost option, staff 
will get the mirrors ordered. 
 
Finance Clerk Vicki Emery has made a request for information from BLM regarding where we 
might look for bullet proof glass to enclose the large reception “window” at the front counter. 
 
Councilor Keen said that she spoke with Mike Erdman and he has agreed to allow the City to put 
cameras on his building. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that he doesn’t like the idea of putting bullet proof glass in. 
 
Recommendation to Initiate Application – Alley Vacation:  Hold until March 27, 2018 meeting. 
 
Marion White Volunteerism Award:  Each year the City identifies a recipient for the Marion White 
Volunteerism Award.  The recipient, whose name is kept secret, is presented with the award at 
the annual Santiam Awards Night.  The Awards Night, presented by the North Santiam Chamber 
of Commerce, is scheduled for Wednesday, April 25, 2018. 
 
To allow time to provide the written information regarding the recipient to the Chamber for 
inclusion in their program, a decision should be determined by the end of the month. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked for two volunteers to work with him on this recommendation.  Councilors 
Keen and Plotts volunteered. 
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STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
List of On-Going Old Business Items:  The current list of on-going old business items was 
provided for review. 
 
OAMR Training; April 5-6, 2018:  Mrs. Cook will be out of the office on Thursday, April 5 and part 
of the morning Friday, April 6, 2018 to attend an OAMR training in Portland. Mrs. Cook plans to 
be back in the office in time for the regularly scheduled Reid House Committee meeting that 
begins at 12:00p.m. 
 
Out-of-Office; April 26-27, 2018 Vacation Days: Mrs. Cook will be out of the office on Thursday 
and Friday, April 26 and 27, 2018 taking vacation days, returning on Monday, April 30, 2018. 
 
National Drug Take Back; April 28, 2018: The Linn County Sheriff’s Office is again participating in 
the National Drug Take Back Day which will be held Saturday, April 28, 2018.  Mill City’s time will 
be from 9:00a.m. to 10:00a.m. at City Hall. 
 
Clean Up Day/Household Hazardous Waste Event Volunteers Needed:  The City’s annual clean 
up is scheduled for Saturday, May 19, 2018 from 9:00a.m. to 3:00p.m.  We are in need a 
volunteer or two for the day.  If you are available or have someone interested, please contact 
Utility Billing/Code Enforcement Clerk Kimberley Johnson. 
 
In conjunction with the clean up, we are again partnering with DEQ to hold a household 
hazardous waste collection event.  We will need to have two or three volunteers to provide 
directions to participants for this event.  The household hazardous waste event will run from 
10:00a.m. to 2:00p.m. for individuals and from 2:00p.m. to 4:00p.m. for businesses, who must 
sign up in advance.  The volunteers are only needed for the individual time between 10:00a.m. 
and 2:00p.m.  If you are available or have someone interested, please let me know. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
424 SW Cedar Street Update:  Discussed above. 
 
May Meeting Date Change:  Mr. McGehee will be out of state for the first May meeting and would 
like to attend the second meeting instead. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch  said that he will be attending the meeting with Marion County Commissioners on 
Thursday and will sing praises to Danielle Gonzalez regarding her efforts on the Tiger grant. 
 
Councilors Keen  and Plotts had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Trout  said that he has received notice of light poles that are not working properly and 
provided the information to staff.  Citizens can turn this information in at City Hall and it will be 
provided to Pacific Power for the lights to be fixed. 
 
Councilor Plotts said that there are still people smoking on the bridge and asked if the bridge is 
considered part of park and under park rules.  Mr. Lundquist said that there is a sign that 
specifically says no smoking on the bridge.  Mr. McGehee said that if the smokers toss the 
cigarette butt on the bridge they can be cited for offensive littering. 
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Councilor Trout asked if Mr. McGehee has followed up on the incident that happened with Utility 
Billing Clerk Kimberley Johnson and the irate water customer.  Mr. McGehee said that he has 
asked for a report from the deputies but has not received one yet. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder      Mayor 


