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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, March 10, 2015 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long.  Staff 
members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works Supervisor John 
Dickinson and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Marge Henning, Jonathan Hoeye, Sgt. Greg Klein, 
LCSO, David Plotts, Dawn Plotts, Ardis Sabo, Steve Sabo, Bill Sanderson and Frances Villwock. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Public Works Supervisor John Dickinson said that the generator the 
City is purchasing is held up in California due to a soil test and DEQ requirements.  Once 
completed it will be on its way to Mill City. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Heller moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen , to approve items a, Approval of 
the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting, February 24, 2015, b; Approval of Accounts 
Payable, c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, February, 2015 and d; 
Approval of OLCC Liquor License Renewal Application for Santiam Quick Mart, LLC, 654 NW 
Santiam Blvd, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Dawn Plotts, SW Linn Pl, said that she has concerns 
about the Hoover property off of SW Broadway Street and the possibility of spending money to 
put a skatepark on when there are other City-owned properties that may work.  Mrs. Plotts said 
that she does not believe this is the place to build a skatepark, not just for herself but for her 
neighbors.  The traffic that travels Broadway is a concern if skateboarders may be using this 
area.  Mrs. Plotts said that if a skatepark is being planned it is her hope that the issue will be 
brought before the citizens prior to making any final decisions. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that skatepark meetings are open to the public and everyone is welcome to 
attend.  They are the Thursday following the first Council meeting of the month and begin at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Ardis and Steve Sabo, SE Grove St., said that her neighbor continuously uses a chainsaw and 
has for three years.  The noise is unreasonable and happens five days per week throughout the 
entire year.  Mrs. Sabo said that this is a noise ordinance issue and she is hoping that the Council 
will step up and take action against the continuous use of the chainsaw.  Mrs. Sabo suggested 
having the chainsaw work taken to the commercial property that her neighbor owns off of 
Broadway Street.  There are now two chainsaws going at one time instead of just one. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee said that language would have to be written which will take into 
account more than just this scenario.  Mr. McGehee asked if the Sabo’s have spoken with the 
neighbor.  Mrs. Sabo said that she spoke with her neighbor once regarding noise at a very early 
time on a Sunday morning. 
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Mayor Thacker recommended having the City Attorney look into existing codes to see if there is 
an actual violation or if additional code language needs to be written. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that two things would be helpful; 1. Recording the activity and 2. Photographs 
of the activity when it occurs.  If this matter ends up in court then the complainant will have to 
testify.  Mr. McGehee added that Willamette University has a neighbor to neighbor mediation that 
is free. If this is something that may work then call the Willamette University law department. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Sgt. Greg Klein, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, said that the 
incidents reported were down this past month.  Sgt. Klein said that there are some creative ways 
that the Sheriff’s Office will be looking to take care of the white neon that is going up and down 
the canyon. 
 
Councilor Heller asked if there is a moving violation if this vehicle is caught driving.  Mr. McGehee 
said that there could be an obstruction of view charge and possibly no insurance and/or expired 
tags.  If a citizen witnesses this vehicle driving and they can positively identify the driver and 
provide a date, time and location as well as they are willing to sign a complaint, then this can be 
cited into court via a complaint filed by the City Attorney. 
 
Councilor Keen said that she was approached by several of her neighbors and was advised that 
there were a number of dog bites recently.  Sgt. Klein will look into this to see if a complaint was 
filed. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Business Loan Program:  Mrs. Cook has made contact with the director of Albany’s Economic 
Development Department to set a time to discuss potential loan programs.  It is hoped that we 
can glean some potential funding opportunities from our discussion. 
 
Mrs. Cook has also contacted the Mid-Willamette Valley Council of Governments, Oregon 
Community Foundation and Rural Development Initiatives, a partner of Ford Family Foundation, 
to see if they are aware of any possible grant opportunities for this kind of program. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he has contact the City of Portland to see how they implement the 
program that he has seen work in Portland.  The person that has the information is leaving for two 
weeks so there may not be an update until after she returns. 
 
Councilor Heller asked if once a building gets cleaned up, will it still continue to sit vacant?  Mayor 
Thacker said that the intent is to clean up Hwy 22 and even if it does sit empty, at least it will look 
like there could be a business in it. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant: The aerial photos of possible sign locations have been 
sent to Linn County Road Department and ODOT for their comments.  Linn County Roads will be 
up the first part of next week to take a look at the sites and will get back to me.  Mrs. Cook has 
not yet heard back from ODOT.  However, she believes the proposed locations are both within 
City-owned areas so there should not be a need to obtain approval from them. 
 
Field Burning: In September the Planning Commission presented a draft letter regarding air 
quality in the upper canyon area due to field burning in the valley to the Council.  Gay Stuntzner 
asked the Planning Commission for comments on the letter and consideration on sending it to 
Governor John Kitzhaber.  The Planning Commission felt it prudent to send the letter not only to 
Governor Kitzhaber but also to State Representative’s Sherrie Sprenger and Fred Girod.  Based 
on the discussion the Council agreed that the Planning Commission should move forward with 
sending the letter. 



 

City of Mill City 
Minutes of the City Council 
  Page 3 of 6  

 
Last month the Planning Commission heard from Roger Beyer Executive Director, Oregon Seed 
Council and John Byers OR Dept. of Agriculture, Program Manager, Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts.  A brief presentation regarding field burning and how burn days are determined was 
given.  During the discussion it was asked whether an air quality measuring device, which is used 
in other areas of the state to determine the effect of smoke in certain locations, could be placed in 
Mill City. 
 
Frances Villwock was contacted shortly after this presentation and advised that there are two of 
these devices currently available which may be able to be brought to Mill City.  However, a written 
request on City letterhead would be needed as soon as possible.  There is no cost to the City to 
place the device.  The Planning Commission would like the Council’s approval to move forward 
with the written request. 
 
Mrs. Villwock said that those working on this issue would really like to see a letter written 
requesting a monitor. 
 
Councilor Heller moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis to Direct Staff to Draft a Letter 
Requesting an Air Quality Monitoring Device to be Placed in Mill City.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Press Credentials: Mayor Thacker requested that staff begin looking at options for implementing 
policy regarding press attendance in executive sessions.  Four sample policies from cities in 
Oregon and the LOC were provided at the February 24 meeting.  Each of these has been 
provided to City Attorney Jim McGehee for his review and comments as well. 
 
Council was asked to be prepared to discuss possible options for Mill City to implement at the first 
meeting in March.  Councilor Long has reviewed the policies and believes the sample policy from 
LOC will work for Mill City.   
 
The sample policy is currently in PDF format.  Mrs. Cook has contacted LOC to request a Word 
document so that we can place Mill City in the appropriate locations and add our recognized 
media outlets.  Once the document is in hand it will be fairly quick to make these changes.  If we 
cannot obtain a Word document then staff will begin transcribing the document.  It should not be 
a problem to have the completed document ready by the next meeting. 
 
We will need to determine what media outlets will be recognized by the City.  Councilor Long 
identified The Canyon Weekly, KYAC Radio, and The Stayton Mail.  Mrs. Cook also suggested 
adding The Statesman Journal and Our Town. 
 
Councilor Long said that one additional item that needs to be addressed is a time frame in which 
proof of press credentials must be submitted and reviewed.  It was suggested that the submittal 
of proof must be within two business days and staff must review it within one business day of the 
executive session. 
 
SRAC: The Santiam Regional Advisory Council (SRAC) still remains without an appointed 
representative from Mill City.  For those that may not be aware, the Santiam Regional Agreement 
was recently (2011 or so) amended and established under the authority of ORS 190 which 
authorizes local governments to form intergovernmental entities that are public bodies of the 
State of Oregon.  The cities which are parties to the amended Agreement are Aumsville, Gates, 
Lyons, Mill City, Scio, Sublimity, Stayton and Turner. 
 
The agreement states that the goal of this ORS 190 Agreement will be to: 
 • Collaboratively work with private and public transportation service providers, users, and 
funding agencies to create a regionally coordinated transportation system that will increase 
transportation choices for the region’s citizens. 
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 • Collaboratively work to enhance the social, cultural, and recreational opportunities for 
the region’s citizens of all ages. 
 • Network on critical issues. 
 
This agreement also creates a Santiam Regional Advisory Council (SRAC) which consists of one 
representative from and appointed by each member government. This Advisory Council currently 
meets quarterly on the second Wednesday in March, June, September and December.  The 
meetings start at 7 p.m. and held in a member city. 
 
According to our most recent representative, Dorothy Keasey, the Council is considering 
amending the Agreement to withdraw the ORS 190 status as well as look at the number of 
meetings held each year. 
 
It would be nice to continue to have representation from Mill City attending these meetings to 
assure that we have a voice concerning matters in our area. 
 
If you or someone you know may be interested, please have them contact City Recorder Stacie 
Cook or Mayor Thacker. 
 
Councilor Long said that the SRAC was instrumental in getting the CARTS bus into Mill City. 
 
Councilor Follis volunteered to be the City’s representative on the SRAC. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller to Appoint Lisa Follis to 
Represent the City of Mill City on the SRAC.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution No. 762 – Personnel Rules and Policies: At the February 10, 2015 Council meeting 
the topic of changing City Hall hours to better accommodate the public was discussed.  Based on 
this discussion it was noted that if the Council wishes to change the hours then the section of the 
personnel handbook related to the hours of operation would need to be modified as it currently 
states specified hours. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee provided sample language to change the handbook; Article 7, 
Sections 7.01.1 and 7.03.  An outline of the proposed changes was provided at the February 24, 
2015 meeting and based on a consensus of the Council, Mrs. Cook drafted Resolution No. 762, 
which authorizes these changes and re-adopts the full personnel handbook. 
 
A copy of the page in need of modification is included as well as the full handbook, which will be 
attached to Resolution No. 762 as “Exhibit A”.  If there are no further modifications necessary a 
motion to adopt the Resolution can be made. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Adopt Resolution No. 762 – 
Personnel Rules and Policies.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Resolution No. 763 – City Hall Hours: At the February 24, 2015 meeting a motion passed 
directing that City Hall change the normal operating hours to 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. as of April 
2015.  Resolution No. 763 outlines this directive.   If there are no further modifications necessary 
a motion to adopt the Resolution can be made. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to Adopt Resolution No. 
763 – Setting Hours of Operation for City of Mill City City Hall.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(6:0). 
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Councilor Long said that he would like to consider purchasing an electronic open sign to better 
assist our citizens in knowing when City Hall is open. 
 
Councilor Keen said that the US Forest Service needs to find a local government entity that will 
allow for a vehicle to be parked overnight so that employees can use it. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Authorize the US Forest 
Service to Park Vehicles in City Hall Parking Lot.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he witnessed someone dumping garbage in the City’s garbage 
can.  Mrs. Cook said that this can be taken care of by putting a lock on the cans if needed. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Vacation:  Mrs. Cook said that she will be out on vacation March 30 through April 6. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment:  Mr. McGehee said he has not yet been able to do the research that 
is needed to determine how best to proceed.  Mr. McGehee hopes to have this ready to go by the 
next meeting. 
 
424 SW Cedar Street:  Mr. McGehee said that this complaint is ready to file.  The documents 
need to be attached to the complaint and sent in to Linn County. 
 
Ann Carey asked whether there are any comments from the Council concerning the outdoor 
lighting code and if not, please let Mrs. Cook know that there are no comments forthcoming.  
There is a meeting Friday at which the Planning Commission would like to be able to take any 
comments into consideration. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker  said that he attended City Day at the Capitol and made contact with Senator 
Fred Girod.  The meeting went very well and Mayor Thacker expects that he will be giving more 
attention to Mill City. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said that there were two permits issued this month and two permits 
finaled. 
 
Councilor Follis  said that she met with Fire Chief Leland Ohrt and found that there are at least 
three hydrants that either needs major repairs or replacement.  The hydrant in front of the old 
mechanics shop has been hit three times.  Mr. Ohrt suggested moving this hydrant to the north in 
front of the medical clinic.  The hydrant by the dentist office leaks consistently.  There is a hydrant 
on Cherry that has issues as well. 
 
Councilor Follis said that a maintenance plan was to be put into place when the water system 
improvements were done and it does not seem as though this schedule is being done.  Mayor 
Thacker asked Councilor Follis to speak with Public Works Supervisor John Dickinson regarding 
this matter. 
 
Councilor Keen  said that the sign at the park still has graffiti on it.  The gate at the community 
garden is easily fixable with the purchase of some minimal materials.  Tony Trout has volunteered 
his time to fix the gate. 
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Mrs. Cook said that Mr. Dickinson is researching costs to replace the sign at Kimmel Park. 
 
Councilor Heller  gave the Linn County Sheriff’s report for February. 
 
Councilor Long  said that he met with Public Works Supervisor John Dickinson regarding the 
daily logs and uniforms.  There were concerns that Public Works is the only area in which these 
documents are required to be done. 
 
Councilor Long said that if there are funding requests from non profits during the budget he would 
like to see their budget as well as a narrative outlining how these funds are to be used.  Mayor 
Thacker said that this process has changed so that funds are now allocated within the budget and 
those requesting funding must fill out a request, submit a budget and make a presentation to the 
Council. 
 
Councilor Long asked about those Councilors not receiving a stipend still getting a W-2 at the end 
of the year.  Mrs. Cook said that those who do not receive a stipend do not receive a W-2.  
Councilor Long also asked Mr. McGehee whether he has any issue with the Council discontinuing 
a stipend and taking those funds to donate to a non profit of their choice.  Mr. McGehee said that 
he does not see a legal reason that this can not be done. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Direct Staff to Prepare a 
Resolution to Rescind Resolution No. 637.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mayor Thacker suggested writing the Resolution to authorize the option of either taking a stipend 
or making the donation.   
 
Mayor Thacker asked if the City’s auditor can attend the first meeting in April to discuss this 
matter further.  Mrs. Cook suggested also contact the ethics commission to see if they have any 
concerns with the issue. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 8:53 p.m.  Mayor Thacker adjourned into executive session under ORS 192.660 (2)(e) to 
conduct deliberations with persons you have designated to negotiate real property transactions.  
 
At 9:10 p.m. Mayor Thacker reconvened into regular session. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Adjourn the Meeting.  The 
motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


